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P   R    E    F    A  j:    E. 


THE  following   difcourfes  I  commit  to 
the  public  with  diffidence.     There  is 
no  fpecies  of  compofition  which  it  is  more 
difficult  to  execute  well,  fo  as,  at  once,  to 
edify  and  pleafe — to  give  the  grace  of  no- 
velty to  old  and  trite  truths — and  to  add  the 
decent  and  lawful  embellifliments  of  art  to 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel.     Stile  is  fo 
much  an  objetl  of  cultivation,  in  the  pre- 
fent  age,  that  the  moil  ferious  and  intereft- 
ing  truths  are  no  longer  v;ell  received,  un- 
lefs  conveyed  in  an  agreeable  manner.     I 
have  endeavored,  in  this  refpeft,  to  confult 
the  public  tafte,  without  facrificing  to  it, 
however,  the  plainnefs  and  gravity  of  evan- 


iv  P.R  %F  A  C'E. 

gelic  trcth.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able,  I 
have  ftudied  to  unite  the  fimplicity  that  be- 
comes the  pulpit,  along  v/ith  a  portion  of 
that  elegance  that  is  noV  fo  loudly  demand- 
ed in  every  kinrd  of  \vriting.  Tlie  fubjefts 
of  difcourfe  I  have  felected  with  as  much  va- 
riety as  poiTible,  and  have  endeavored  to 
adapt  to  them  a  correfpondent  variety  of 
^i'e 

The  French  preachers,  who  fiourifned  at 
the  clofe  of  the  lail,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  century,  I  have,  from  an  early 
period  of  life,  admired  for  a  certain  fervor 
in  their  facred  eloquence,  which  the  Englilh, 
too  frequently^  want.  This  manner  I  aim- 
ed, in  fome  degree,  to  transfufe  into  my  own. 
And  altho,  in  prepairing  thefe  difccurfcs 
for  the  prefs,  and  confcquently  for  the  do- 
fet,  v/here  the  mind  is  ufually  in  a  cool  and 
difpaffionate  Ilate,!  have  abated  fomewhat  of 
the  warmth  which  I  endeavored  to  fupport 
in  the  delivery,  yet,  in  the  greater  part  of 
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Them,    tliis     character    Vv'ill    fliil   be    per- 
ceivable. 

It  is  almofl  impoluble,  in  the  prefent  pe- 
riod of  fociety,  and  of  the  piogrefs  of  letters, 
to  treat  on  any  fubjeft  in  morals  or  religion 
that  has  not  been  illuftrated,  in  fomc  point 
of  view,  by  fome  eminent  writer.  Altho 
every  writer  and  fpeaker,  if  he  has  any  ta- 
lents, will  be  diilinguifhed  by  a  peculiar 
manner  of  thought  and  exprelfion,  which 
will  give  variety  and  novelty  to  a  fubjeft  in 
his  hands ;  yet,  there  may  fometimes  exift 
an  unavoidable  coincidence  of  fentiment  be- 
,t-ween  him  and  others,  and,  fometimes,  ano- 
ther may  have  fo  happily  hit  oii  an  idea 
that  he  would  not  wiih  to  change  it,  becaufe 
it  cannot  be  changed  but  with  difadvantage. 
Where  a  few  inflances  of  this  kind  occur  in 
the  following  difcourfes,  I  have  carefully  re- 
ferred to  the  authors,  as  far  as  my  memory 
has  ferved  me.  For  this  I  have  the  exam- 
ple of  Arch-bifliop  Tillotfon,  and  other 
diflinguiCied  v/riters  in  the  Englilh  lan- 
guage. 
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In  the  greater  part  of  thefe  difcourfes  t 
have  adopted  the  ordinary  mode  of  divifion. 
In  that  on  Death,  however,  I  have  followed 
the  idea  of  the  celebrated  Arch-bithop  of 
Cambray  in  his  dialogues  on  eloquence,  in 
which  he  recommends  to  a  preacher  to  take 
fome  fmgle  truth,  fome  fimple  principle  of 
religion,  as  the  fubje£l  of  difcourfe  ;  and, 
in  the  illuftration,  to  obferve  a  real  but 
concealed  order,  not  laid  down  in  dillinft 
propofitions,  nor  marked  by  numerical  cha- 
raclers.  In  a  warm  and  pathetic  ftrain  of 
addrefs  this  ftrufture  of  a  difcourfe  may  pro- 
fitably be  chofen  ;  but  where  inftruftion 
principally  is  aimed  at,  the  common  prac- 
tice, by  diRinft  and  marked  divifions,  is, 
perhaps,  to  be  preferred. 

Some  readers  would  have  been  better  pleaf- 
ed  with  profound  theological  difcuffions, 
and  with  more  copious  arguments  and  il- 
luflrations  drawn  from  the  facred  fcriptures. 
I  have  chofen,  however,  to  adapt  myfelf  to 
a  much  larger  clafs  who  can  hardly  be  in- 
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duced  to  read  writings  of  the  kind  I  have 
jufl  mentioned  ;  and  I  have  endeavored  to 
gain  an  accefs  to  their  hearts  for  the  (olid 
and  fubftantial  truths  of  religion  by  difplay- 
ing  them  in  a  manner  that,  if  it  does  not 
gratify,  will,  at  leaft,  not  offend  their  talle. 
Readers  of  every  clafs  will  find  in  them  many 
remarks  drawn  from  the  philofophy  of  hu- 
man nature,  mingled  along  v/ith  the  illuf- 
trations  of  divine  truth. 

Such  philofophical,  critical,  or  hiRorical 
references  as  I  thought  might  wear  an  air  of 
pedantry  if  introduced  into  the  text  I  have 
thrown  into  notes.  To  the  learned  reader, 
indeed,  they  are  unnecefiary,  and  might 
have  been  fpared  ;  but,  to  thofe  lefs  conver- 
fant  in  books,  they  may  not  be  unentertain- 
ing,  nor  entirely  ufelefs. 

The  defign  of  making  this  publication  did 
not  originate  with  me.  Nothing  was  more 
remote  from  my  thoughts  at  the  time  it  was 
fuggejled  and  urged  by  a  valued  friend  from 
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his  partiality,  rather  than  from  his  judg- 
ment. And  Rill,  I  am  far  from  ellimating 
highly  its  merit,  or  being  fanguine  of  its  fuc- 
cefs.  It  will  at  lead  enable  me  to  judge 
whether  or  not  any  other  work  of  the  fame 
kind  is  likely  to  be  well  received. — That  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  any  portion  of  my  readers, 
and  invite  to  ferious  reflexion  fome  who 
would  not  have  fought  it  from  another  book 
is  my  fervent  prayer,  and  almofl  my  highell 
hope. 

SAMUEL  S.  SMITH. 
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CAUSES     OF     INFIDELITY. 


Psalms  liii.  i. 
Thefoo{  hath  f aid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God. 

IN  the  facred  language,  the  fool  and  the 
fmner  fignify  the  fame  perfon.  Impiety''^ 
is  oppofed  to  the  cleareft  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  and  vice  makes  the  facrifice  of  the  beft 
and  highefl  interefts  of  human  nature.  Vi- 
cious conduct  naturally  leads  to  impietv  in 
principle — and,  reciprocally,  impiety  in- 
creafes  the  ftrength  of  every  (inful  propenfi- 
ty.  Irreligious  principle,  in  every  degree  of 
it,  fprings  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  heart. 
It  is  the  dictate  of  its  fmful  inclinations,  of 
its  guilty  wilhes,   of  its   criminal   paiTions, 

*  Impiety  is  a  term  that  expreiTes  thofe  principles  that 
deny  the  being,  pei-fections  or  providence  of  God,  or  thofe 
actions  that  moft  directly  violate  his  authority,  and  the  duty 
and  reverence  which  we  owe  to  him. 
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v/hich,  much  more  than  reafon,  contribute 
to  form  the  moral  fyPiem  and  rule  of  con- 
du61  of  an  unbeliever.  Atheifm,  which  is 
its  ultimate  grade,  will  ufually  be  found 
connecled  with  extreme  depravity  of  man- 
ners. Therefore,  the  facred  writer  fubjoins 
to  the  reflection  in  the  text,  ''  corrupt  arc 
they,  and  have  done  abominable  iniquity." 

The  progrefs  of  infidelity,  like  that  of 
vice,  is  gradual.  Men  at  firfl  entertain 
doubts  concerning  thofe  laws,  only,  of  reli- 
gion v/hich  are  mofi:  direftly  oppofed  to 
their  favorite  pleafures.  By  degrees  they 
queftion  every  doctrine  that  impofes  any 
rellraint  upon  their  mod  indifferent  vices. 
At  laft,  they  are  emboldened  to  rejeft  the 
v/hole  fyftem  of  revelation.  When  the  au- 
thority of  revealed  religion  is  thrown  off,  no 
limits  can  be  afligned  to  incredulity  and  er- 
ror. Having  no  ilandard  of  truth,  each 
man's  moral  fyftem  will  be  framed  agreea- 
bly to  his  inclinations.  And  thefe  inclina- 
tions, according  to  the  common  maxims  of 
a  vicious  philofophy,*  will  be  erefcled  into 
laws  of  nature.     God,  as  the  moral  govern- 

*  See  introduaionto  RoufTeau's  Confcffions. 
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©r  of  the  univeiTe,  will  be  excluded  from  his 
plan  as  foon  as  that  doclrine  becomes  incon- 
venient ;  ^nd/ate,  iicccjjily,  accident,  I  knov/ 
not  what,  will  be  fubllituted  in  his  room. 
Atheifm  is  only  the  laft  link  in  that  chain 
of  impious  conclufions  tiiat  arife  out  of  the 
depravity  of  the  heart.  And,  indeed,  be- 
tween the  rejection  of  revelation,  and  abfo- 
lute  impiety,  there  is,  in  the  philofophy  of 
the  prefent  age,  hardly  any  middle  grade. 
The  one  and  the  other  reil  upon  the  fame 
principles,,  and  are  equally  liable  to  the  fe- 
vere  cenfure  of  the  facred  writer — The  fool 
hath  formed  the  conclufion  in  his  heart. 
It  is  the  heart  that  reafons,  and  foiiv  de- 
cidesv  In  treaiing  of  the  caufes  of  infide- 
lity, which  I  purpofe  to  do  in  the  prefent, 
and  in  a  future  difcourfe-I  fhall  take  the"  fub- 
jecL  in  this  extent,  as  querdoning  generally 
the  truth  of  religion.  It  is  not  my  intention, 
to  enter  into  any  difculfion  of  the  evidences 
of  relif:T[ion  either  natural  or  revealed. — 
Thefe  have  often  been  difplayed  with  fuch 
clearnefs,  and  eftabliflied  v/ith  fuch  force  of 
argument  by  a  multitude  of  excellent  v^ii- 
ters,  that  it  cannot  be  proof,  but  honefty  and 
candor  which  men  require  to  make  them 
fmcere  aiid  humble  converts  to  the  crofs  of 
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Chrift.  Frequently,  the  befl  refutation  oF 
infidelity  is  to  expofe  it  to  itfelf,  and  to  lay 
open  its  real  principles  and  motives.  This 
I  purpofe  to  do  in  the  following  difcourfes : 

In  the  introduftion,  permit  me  to  obferve 
that  this  fubjetl,  never  unimportant,  is,  at 
the  prefent  period  particularly  interefting, 
and  worthy  your  moft  ferious  attention. 
Europe  is  deluged  with  a  flood  of  impiety. 
The  corruption  of  her  manners  is  daily  in- 
creafmg  the  extent  of  the  evil.  Her  philo- 
fophers  and  wits,  her  orators  and  poets,  are 
continually  opening  wider  its  iluices,  and 
adding  to  it  that  force  and  extenfion  which 
genius  alone  can  give  to  the  principles  of 
vice.  Our  own  country,  although  as  yet 
but  in  the  infancy  of  its  exiftence,  is  rapidly 
imitating  the  degeneracy  of  her  manners, 
and,  confequently,  the  licence  of  her  prin- 
ciples. You  fee  the  profeffed  difcioles  of 
an  im.pious  philofophy  filling  many  of  the 
moil  refpectable  Rations  in  fociety — You 
frequently  fee,  in  the  upper  claffes  of  for- 
tune, an  open  and  undifguifed  neglecl,  and 
even  contempt  of  the  inflitutions  of  piety — 
You  fee  a  profligate  generation  rifing  up, 
Vy'ho  affecl  to  fport  with  every  moral  tie. 
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nd  to  treat  with  levity  the  mod  facred  doc- 
trines of  religion,  and  that  great  depofuory 
of  truth,  the  holy  fcriptures.  Let  us  exa- 
mine the  principles  upon  which  they  aft  : 
to  develope  them  will  be  to  demonflrate 
their  folly.  They  may  be  comprifed  under 
the  heads  of  Vice,  of  Ignorance,  and,  of 
Vanity.* 

I.  Infidelity,    in  the  firfl  place,   is   com- 
monly founded  in  vice.     Rare  is  it,  indeed, 
that  men  com.mence  their  courfe  of  impiety 
by  rational  and  ferious  doubts  concerning 
the  authenticity  of  the  facred  fcriptures — 
that,  actuated  by  an  honell  love  of  truth, 
they  have  profoundly  ana  impartially  exa- 
mined the  evidence  on  v/hich  they  rell — and 
when,   on  good  grounds,   they  have  been 
convinced  that  there  exiiled  no  divine  law 
to  controul  their  condutt,  and  no  fupreme 
judge  to  wh  )m  they  were  amenable,  have 
then   oaly  indulged  in  greater  licence  of 
manners.     On  the  other  hand,  do  we  not 
almofi:  always  fee  them  begin  by  relaxation 
of  morals ;  and,  after  their  tades  and  habits 
have  been  vitiated,  then,  and  only  then, 

*  MauIUon  Doutes  fur  la  Religion. 
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think  of  queftioning  trutlis  that  controul 
their  propenhtieSj  or  condemn  their,  plea- 
fures.*  As  long  as  they  preferved  their 
original  rimphciiy  of  manners,  they  receiv- 
ed with  refpect,  the  religion  of  their  fathers^ 
and  entertained,  without  fufpicion,  the  fa- 
cred  principles  initilled  into  them  in  their 
education,  and  fo  firongly  recommended 
by  the  voice  of  uncorrupted  reafon.  \\  hen 
their  manners  began  to  change,  they  found 
new  queliions  continually  rifmg  in  their 
minds,  concerning  do61rines  which  hitherto 
had  appeared  {o  refpeclable  and  holy. — 
Their  doubts  kept  pace  with  their  vices. 
As  every  fucceihve  indulgence  threw  down 
the  fences  of  vn-tue  to  a  greater  extent^ 
they  found  themfelves  tempted,  by  degrees,, 
to  bring  in  queflion,  every  law  of  religion 
that  oppofed  their  inclinations,  and  at 
length,  by  one  bold  and  decihve  effort,  to 
rejecl:  the  whole. 

This  is  not  an  unfounded  reprefentation, 
reding  merely  on  a  pious  prejudice.  It  is 
a  matter  of  experience — and  for  the  truth 

*  From  this  remark,  maybe  excepted  a  few,  who  fcem 
to  be  govenied  from  tlie  beginning  of  life^  by  a  j-ieculiar 
perveriity  of  natural  temper. 


Caiifes  of  Injidelity,  n 

of  it,  I  confidently  appeal  to  the  experience 
of  thofe  who  afiecl  to  dilbelieve  the  gofpel, 
and  to  treat  it  with  an  unholy  levity,  if  their 
infidelity  did  not  commence  in  a  purfuit  of 
plcafure,  too  free  to  be  reconciled  to  its 
pure,  humble,  and  felf-denied  fpirit.  At 
hrfl,  confcience,  not  yet  perverted  by 
falfe  principles,  nor  rendered  callous  by  the 
habit  of  finning,  w^ould  remonftrate  againll 
their  criminal  purfuits.  Thefe  rem.oniiran- 
ces  would  be  accompanied  widi  refolutions 
ofamendm.ent:  but,  finding  every  refolution 
overcome  as  foon  as  the  temptation  was  re- 
newed, defpairing,  at  length,  of  their  own 
fortitude  to  conquer,  they  fludied  only  to 
juflify  their  inclinations. 

A  man  has  powerful  reafons  for  endea- 
vouring to  reconcile  his  opinions  with  his 
conduct — if  his  pra6lice  is  not  fupported  by 
principle,  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  pain- 
ful and  diftrefiing  conflict  in  the  mind — he 
is  miferable  who,  always  a  flave  to  his 
pafTions,  is,  at  the  fame  tinie,  always  over- 
whelmed by  his  own  felf-reproaches — when 
his  parfions  are  too  flrong  for  his  fentim.ents 
and  purpofes  of  duty  ;  when  he  finds  it  dif- 
ficult to  change  his  habits,  and  is  unwilling 
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to  renounce  his  pleafures,  he  foon  endea- 
vours to  modify  his  principles  according 
to  them.  And,  unhappily,  when  a  man 
fludies  to  deceive  himfelf,  it  is  always  in  his 
own  power — it  is  his  heart,  not  his  under- 
Handing — his  wiihes,  not  his  reafon,  that 
then  decide  upon  truth. 

Another  proof  that  irreligious  principles 
are  the  fruits  of  vicious  and  loofe  living,  is 
the  fpirit  of  the  objeftions,  that  are  ufually 
made  againll  religion. 

Are  they  not  pointed  againfl  thofe  doc- 
trines, chiefly  that  are  moit  direftly  oppof- 
ed  to  the  criminal  inclinations  and  purfuits 
of  men  ?  The  continence  and  purity  requir- 
ed by  the  gofpel,  firfi  awaken  the  enmity  of 
the  libertine  and  profligate,  and  raife  in 
them  a  wifli  to  find  it  falfe.  Its  fobriety 
and  temperance  difpleafe  the  diflblute  :  its 
meeknefs,  forbearance  and  humility,  ofiend 
the  proud  and  refentfid.  The  fpirit  of  re- 
treat, of  devotion,  and  heavenly  raindednefs 
which  it  enjoins  revolts  thofe  whofe  hopes 
and  enjoyments  centre  only  in  this  world. 
In  a  vvord,  the  predominant  and  chara61er- 
iftic  vice  of  each  fmner  firfl:  impels  him  to 
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leek  for  cbjeclions  againll  religion.  Above 
ail,  are  not  thefe  objeftions  urged  with  the 
greatell  zeal  aeainft  thofe  doftrines  fo  dread- 
ful  to  the  guilty,  the  final  judgment  of  God, 
and  the  eternal  retributions  of  his  juilice  ?  Is 
it  not  in  order  to  free  their  nnnds  of  the  ap- 
prehenhons  created  by  thefe  av/ful  trutiis, 
that  they  fo  earnclUy  endeavour  to  fiiake  the 
deepeft  foundations  of  the  chrillian  faith  ? 
Thefe  ideas  g-ive  no  inoIeRation  to  virtue  : 
they  are  terrible  only  to  vice,  and  vice 
alone  is  folicitous  to  dellroy  them.  Becaufe 
*'  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God, 
and  is  not  fubjett  to  his  lav/,  neither  indeed 
can  be,"  it  v/ould  endeavour  to  annihilate, 
both  the  law  and  the  la^\^giver. 

While,  enflaved  as  they  2.re  to  their  lufts^ 
they  admit  the  authority  of  religion,  they, 
are  compelled  fecretly  to  tremble  at  the 
ideas  of  futurity.  Their  fears  are  a  proof 
of  their  crimes.  In  this  cafe,  their  only 
refource  for  peace  of  mind  is  to  renounce 
religion  ;  to  perfuacle  themfelves,  that,  at 
death,  they  (liall  ceafe  to  exiif ;  and  that, 
hereafter,  there  will  be  neither  tribunal 
nor  judge.     When  thefe  ideas  are  eilablifh- 
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ed,  confcience  has  no  more  ground  for  its 
reproofs ;  the  heart  no  more  caufe  for  its 
fears.  To  this  point,theretore,  all  their  fiu- 
dies  are  bent,  that  they  may  acquire  tran- 
quility in  the  pleafureable  purfuits  of  vice. 
Senfual  pleafure  is  their  fupreme  good,  and 
if  they  can  divell  themieives  of  all  appre- 
henfions  for  the  future,  into  it  they  plunge, 
with  headlong  and  brutal  appetite. 

It  is  the  object  of  all  thofe  writers,  who 
have  lately  dillinguiflied  themfelves  as  ene- 
mies of  the  crofs  of  Chrifl,  to  eftablilh  the 
licentious  idea,  that  death  is  an  eternal 
fieep  ;  that  there  is  no  moral  governor  of 
the  univerfe,  no  judge  to  whom  we  are  ac- 
countable for  our  actions.  And  is  it  not  the 
object  of  philofophy  in  every  nation,  and  in 
every  age,  when  morals  have  become  ex- 
tremely corrupted,  to  prove  that  men  have 
the  fame  end  with  the  brutes,  only  that  they 
may  abandon  themfelves  to  the  fame  ap- 
petites ? 

If  religion  prefented  nothing  to  their 
faith  but  abilrufe  fpeculauons,  and  incom- 
prehenfible  myfteries  that  had  no  relation 
to  morals,  tliey  would  pafs  them  with  the 
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(ame  indifference,  that  they  do  the  abRrac- 
tions  of  any  other  fcience  :  but  it  touches 
the  heart,  and  controuls  their  lulls — • 
therefore  it  is,  that  it  awakens  in  them  the 
keenell:  oppohtion.  They  profefs,  indeed, to 
be  Ihocked  at  its  myiteries ;  they  find  doc- 
trines in  it  that  revolt  their  reafon,  and  on 
thefe  they  inceffantly  declaim  :  but,  it  is 
only  to  conceal  from  themfelves  and  from 
the  world,  the  true  grounds  of  their  enmity. 
It  is  becaufe  religion  commands  them  to 
renounce  this  guilty  commerce ;  to  facrifice 
this  criminal  connection ;  to  fubdue  this 
dominant  lull,  and  to  flee  even  the  motives 
and  temptations  to  evil,  that  it  excites  all 
rancour  of  hatred,  and  all  the  bitternef^ 
of  hoftility.  Aftiamed  to  avo"\\^  thefe  dif- 
honorable  caufes,  they  endeavour  to  enlift 
reafon  in  the  fervice  of  the  paffions,  and 
pretend  to  reft  on  it  an  infidelity,  that  takes 
its  true  origin  from  the  heart.  It  is  becaufe 
religion  can  make  no  compromife  vriih  vice, 
that  it  is  the  object  of  their  abhorrence. — 
By  the  rancour  of  their  minds,  we  may 
judge  of  the  real  ground  of  their  enmity  to 
the  law  of  Chriil.  .Hypocrify  and  impoiture, 
are  the  leail  crimes  which  they  impute  to 
religion.  Their  farcafms  and  fneeii,  they  are 
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never  tired  of  reiterating  againfl  its  hifio- 
ries,  its  doftrines,  and  its  miniilers.  They 
urge  them  on  all  occafions;  they  repeat 
them  without  regard  to  decency  or  oppor- 
tunity. The  malignity  of  their  hearts,  the 
irritation  of  provoked  and  difappointed 
paffions,  continually  burfl  forth,  and  dif- 
play  themfelves  in  the  whole  manner  of 
their  oppofition  to  the  inftitutions  of  piety. 
Too  plain  it  is,  to  be  denied,  that  their  pre- 
tended infidelity,  and  their  declared  holtili- 
ty  to  religion,  take  their  rife  foiely  from 
their  vices. 

Another  proof  that  infidelity  fprings  from 
the  vices  of  men  is,  that,  ufuaily,  it  keeps 
pace  with  their  pafiions  ;  it  flourilhes  in  prof- 
perity — in  adverfity  it  lofes  its  confidence 
and  effrontery.  The  tide  of  pleafure  buoys 
it  up  ■,  healih,  and  a  vigorous  flow  of  fpirits, 
keep  far  out  of  view  that  interefting  period 
that  tries  the  honeily  and  folidity  of  the 
principles  of  our  condu61.  But,  let  afiiiQicn 
weaken  the  force  of  the  paffions — let  fome 
o-reat  and  unexpeftedreverfc  of  providence 
V,  lefl  from  the  proud  the  power  or  the 
wealth  in  which  they  trulled,  and  from  the 
voluptuous  the  pieafurcs  which  intoxicated 
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them — let  them  be  reduced  to  feel  the  va- 
nity and  uncertainty  of  the  world,  within 
the  narrow  circle  of  which  they  had  circum- 
fcribed  all  their  happinefs  and  their  hopes — 
their  infidelity  begms  to  totter — their  hearts 
begin  to  mifgive  them — that  future  world 
w  hich  they  had  hitherto  defpifed,  and  pro- 
feflcd  to  difDelieve,  begins  to  acquire  reali- 
ty and  importance — anxiety  and  alarm  take 
pofieflion  of  the  foul,  and  in  the  moment  of 
diftrefs  and  weaknefs,  when  they  moll  need 
a  fupport  like  that  of  religion,  they  are  left 
to  defpair.  When  real  danger  appears, 
their  pretended  principles  are  not  able  to 
fuftain  them :  they  find  indeed  that  they  had 
no  principles — they  were  only  the  deceitful 
dictates  of  a  fenfual  heart,  which  they  had 
miftaken  for  principles.  Why  do  their 
opinions  vibrate?  Infidels  in  profperity, 
believers  in  extreme  adverfity — Why  does 
their  boafted  impiety  forfake  them  at  a  fea- 
fon  fo  critical  ?  If  it  were  founded  on  rea- 
fon,  it  could  not  change — reafon  is  alv.  ays 
the  fame.  But,  relling  only  on  the  paiTions 
and  the  vices,  it  is  mutable  like  them.  When 
the  fuel  that  nouriihes  them  is  withdrawn, 
its  delufions  and  effrontery  are  both  at  an 
end. 
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Let  a  fmner  who  glories  in  his  fancied 
flrengih  of"  mind,  becaufe  he  is  not  govern- 
ed by   vulgar  prejudices   and  I'uperititious 
fears,    approach   that  hncere   hour  when 
things  begin  to  appear  in  their  true  lights, 
w^hen  the  world  which  had  deceived  iun:^ 
is  vanifhing  from   his  fight,  when  he  feels 
himfelf  driiwing  near  that  eternal  exiilence 
which  now  afiumes  an  awful  reality,  and  the 
terrors  of  divine  juiiice  impofe  a  dreadful 
neceifity  to  be  honeil — ah  !  at  this  moment, 
can   he   reft   upon  his    principles  ?     Vain 
principles  !  they  are  f\\  ept  av/ay  like  light 
and  withered  leaves  before  the  rihngltorm. 
Inftead  of  that  tranquil  and  affeded  incre- 
dulity with  which  he  forir.erly  difmilicd  the 
duties  of  piety,  or  fneered  at  its  remonllran- 
ces,  you  lee  him  agitated  by  cruel  and  ex- 
ceflive  fears.     His  heart  trembles  and  faints 
within  him,  at  the  profpeft  of  a  judgment  to 
come.     Does  he  any  longer  cavil  at  the 
evidences,  or  revolt  at  the  incredible  doc- 
trines ot  religrion?     Does  he  demand  new 
proofs  of  it  before  he  will  believe  ?    No ;  he 
believes  and  trembles.     It  is  not  its  evidences, 
but  its  comforts,  which  he  requires.  You  hear 
him  intreat  for  thofe  holy  oihces  which  once 
he  defpifed.    He  calls  for   thofe  miniiters 
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of  God  who  formerly  were  the  obje61s  of 
his  neglccr,  perhaps  ot'his  Fooliih  fcorn.  It  is 
not  now  the  queliion  with  him,  if  there  be  a 
God?  If  there  be  a  future  ftate  of  retribution? 
Thefe  truths  ru{h  with  fearful  evidence  up- 
on his  foul ;  but,  with  the  trembling  jailor, 
"  what  fliall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?''"  He  preiTes 
the  verp-e  of  an  eternal  exigence — the  pail 
prcfents  nothing  but  fubjects  of  gloomy  and 
felf-condemning  refle6lion — the  future  of- 
fers nothing  but  a  fearful  and  overwhelming 
defpair.  If  a  ray  of  hope  llrikes  upon  his 
mind,  through  the  awful  darknefs  that  fur- 
rounds  him,  it  is  derived  only  from  that 
defpifed  religion,  to  which,  too  late  perhaps, 
he  now  flees  for  refuge.  Oh !  'tis  an  honell 
hour  that  tries  to  the  bottom,  the  founda- 
tions of  inhdelity.  liov/  few  can  then  Hand 
the  fevere  fcrutiny  of  confcience,  or  bear 
the  teft  of  their  own  reafon  v/hen  difentan- 
gled  from  thofe  objects  that  ufed  to  deceive 
it  ?  Not  one,  perhaps,  of  all  that  witling 
tribe,  who  infult  or  cavil  at  a  religion,  v/hich 
they  have  never  examined.  When  the 
props  on  which  his  impiety  had  relied,  are 
torn  from  beneath  the  (inner,  by  the  unre- 
lenting hand  of  death,  the  vrretched  fabric 


l5  Caufcs  of  Injiddiiy. 

tumbles  on  his  guilty  head,  and   crufiies 
him  beneath  the  ruins. 

Is  this  reprefentation  drawn  too  liigh  ? 
Penitent  Rochelier !  I  appeal  to  the  tears 
and  confeffions  of  thy  lall  moments.*  Was 
not  this  the  language  of  thy  defpair,  fero- 
cious Blount  !  whom  thy  miferies  com- 
pelled to  be  thy  own  executioner  ?f  And 
Shaftelbury  !  gay  and  mirthful  Shaftefbury  ! 
fo  appreheniive  wert  thou  of  the  impotence 
of  thy  philofophy,  to  fupport  thee  in  this 
great  conflift,  that  thou  halt  forewarned  thy 
friends  not  to  receive  as  genuine,  any  fen- 
timents  on  religion,  which  thou  mighteft 
utter,  in  the  weaknefs  of  nature,  during  her 
laft  ftruggles.  Thou  haft,  by  anticipation, 
abjured  a  confeiTion  thou  waft  afraid  the 
honefty  of  death  might  extort  from  thee  ?  j 

*  The  noted  Earl  of  Rochefler,  the  hiflory  of  whofe  liber- 
tinifm  and  penitence,  has  been  written  by  Billiop  Eurnet. 

f  The  author  of  the  Oracles  of  Reaforiy  who,  at  laft,  be- 
coming gloomy  and  melancholy,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  put  an 
end  to  his  own  life. 

X  Anthony  Afhley  Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftefoury,  equally 
celebrated  for  his  wit  and  his  infidelity.  He  was  fo  fucccfs- 
ral  in  the  ufe  of  delicate  irony,  that  he  endeavoured  to  ef- 
tublifh  it  as  a  principle,  that  ridicule  is  the  proper  teil  of 
truth.     From  the  example  of  many  ether  infidels,  he  was 
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Such  examples  demonflrate  that  many, 
even  of  thofe  who  arrogate  to  themfelves 
the  diilintiion  of  being  philofophic  infidels, 
have  not  acted  in  life  under  the  full  convic- 
tion of  their  own  principles.  A  fecret 
doubt  flill  lurked  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  v/hich  the  light  of  eternity,  as  they 
approached  towards  it,  has  difclofed  to 
view.  And,  does  not  almofl:  every  liber- 
tine, in  the  intervals  of  his  pafhons,  afier 
the  intoxication  of  pleafure  is  off  the  mind, 
find  his  confcience  mifgive  him  when,  in  a 
cool  and  ferious  hour,  he  looks  forward  to 
the  end  of  life  ? 

This  is  a  new  proof  that  the  principles 
of  infidelity,  vfhich  he  -ports  in  the  moments 
of  levity,  and  on  w^hich  he  fometimei  alie-fl!; 
to  reafon,  are  not  emuraced  w^ith  candor 
and  fincerity — they  are  the  olfspring  of  the 
pallions,  and  that  only  during  the  leafon  of 
profpenty — affliction,  which  ilrips  the  en- 
chantment from  vice,  fliakes  the  confidence 

apprehenfive,  left  the  fears  of  death  might  ihake  the  firmnefs 
of  his  philojbph/,  and  draw  from  him  Ibme  declaration  fa- 
vorable to  religion.  He  requells  his  friends,  if  he  Ihould 
make  any  fnch  declaration,  to  afcribe  it  to  the  weaknsfs  of 
nature,  and  to  take  his  real  fentiiBeuts  frcm  his  writings. 
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Avhich  the  mind  had  repofed  in  them. 
The  ferious  profpeft  of  eternity  overwhelms 
them  with  deipair. 

Such  is  the  opprobrious  origin  of  infidel- 
iry.  It  continually  fpeaks  to  us,  indeed,  of 
the  fuperior  illumination  of  reafon  ;  but  it 
fprings  out  of  the  very  bofom  of  darknefs. 
It  boails  of  a  ftrength  of  mind  fuperior  to 
other  men ;  but  it  ihews  us  only  the  weak- 
nefs  of  a  corrupted  heart,  a  (lave  to  the  moft 
difgraceful  lufts.  Ah !  this  vaunted  ftrength 
is  nothing  but  the  boldnefs  and  intoxication 
of  vice,  that  will  fhortly  be  converted  into 
abjecl  fear,  and  that  now  often  trembles  in 
fecret  at  its  own  daring.  Frequently,  in- 
deed, the  mofi  confident  appearances  of  im- 
piety are  united  with  real  and  difquieting 
apprehenlions  of  the  truth  of  religion.  The 
profligate  endeavors  to  efcape  from  his  own 
reflections,  by  plunging  into  fuccefiive  fcenes 
of  diflipation.  An  ollentatious  difplay  of 
impiety,  an  exccffive  levity  on  the  fubje6l 
of  religion,  is  intended  merely  to  cover  from 
the  world,  or  to  liiile  in  his  ov/n  breaft,  the 
apprehenfions  that  difturb  his  peace.  He 
derives  a  kind  of  perfuafion  in  favor  of 
fahhood  by  frequently  repeating  it.     If  the 
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principles  of  his  education  fometimes  re- 
cur wiih  force  ;  if  the  fears  of  futurity,  at 
certain  moments,  difquiet  him  ;  he  iiudies 
to  reprefs  them,- and  to  fortify  his  heart  a- 
gainlt  itfelf,  by  venting,  in  a  bold  and  inde- 
cent ftile,  the  maxims  of  hn piety.  Kis 
feoffs,  his  fneers,  his  profane  declamations 
againll  religion,  are  they  any  proof  of  the 
real  and  fettled  con\icticn  of  his  mind ? 
Far  from  it.  His  mind  is  weak  and  timid  ; 
and  he  llrives  only  to  fupDort  his  courage 
by  playing  the  infidel.  He  is  a  coward  vvho 
endeavours  to  allay,  or  conceal  his  appre- 
henfions  by  an  overatfed  bravery — He  re- 
fembles  a  foalifh  child  who  hngs  in  the  dark- 
to  chafe  away  his  own.  fears.* 

Every  view  which  vv^e  have  taken  of  the- 
fubjeci:,  tends  to  confirm  the  truth  which  I 
propofed  to  illuftrate,  that  one,  and,  per- 
haps, the  principal  caufe  of  that  infidelity, 
real  or  pretended,  that  infecis  the  circles  of 
fafliionable  dilhpation,  and  has  plunged  fo. 
many  profligate  youth  in  the  depths  of  im- 
piety, is  to  be  found  in  the  growing  vice  and. 
licentioufnefs  of  the  public  manners.  ^- 1  he- 
fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God— 

*  Maffillon. 
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Corrupt  arf*  they,  and  have  done  abomina- 
ble iniquity." 

A  fevr  philofophic  inHdels,  perhaps,  in 
whom  a  taite  for  fludy  and  fcience  may 
have  correcled  the  grolFer  diiorders  of  the 
pauions,  will  feel  theinfelves  liule  arl'etled 
by  the  general  ilrain  of  the  obfervations 
hitherto  made.  Yet  is  it  true,  notwithlland- 
ing,  that  the  ground  of  their  oppofition  to 
the  gofpel,  is  an  invrard  and  llrong  averfion 
to  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  its  precepts. 
They  cannot  fubmit  their  hearts  to  tiie  yoke 
of  the  Redeemer  ;  therefore,  they  endeavovir 
to  break  and  caft  it  off.  But  I  have  chiefly 
in  view  that  numerous  tribe  who  have  never 
even  fuperficially  examined  the  principles 
of  chriilianity — who  have  adopted  the  cant 
rather  than  the  philofophv  of  impiety — and 
vrho  continually  fport  its  principles  as  a 
jufliiication  of  their  irregularities.  Unhap- 
py men !  who  are  tearing  away,  with  perni- 
cious zeal,  every  remaining  tie  that  yet  im- 
pofes  any  check  upon  your  career  to  ruin  ; 
for  one  moment  ferioufly  confider  your 
ilate — paufe  in  your  courie,  and  look  for- 
ward to  its  end.  If  there  is  a  God,  with 
Vv'hat  aggravated  terror  will  you  at  lall  meet 
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this  judge  whom  you  had  notexpeSled  ?  If 
the  gofpel  is  true,  what,  O  miierable  fouls ! 
muii  be  your  fearful  deftiny  ?  Can  your  im- 
pious levity  change  the  eternal  nature  01 
right  and  wrong,  or,  by  making  you  forget, 
fuipend  the  puniihment  of  your  crimes  ? 
Can  your  denial,  or  your  cbiivion  of  your 
creator,  impede  the  fure  and  awful  courfe 
of  his  jullice  ? 

If  infidelity  is  condemned  by  the  difgrace- 
ful  principle  from  which  it  fprings,  it  is  not 
leii  condemned  by  its  unhappy  confequen- 
ces.  That  hornole  doctrine  that  removes 
God  from  the  univerfe,  prefents  nothing  to 
the  rational  view  but  a  bcundlefs  walle  of 
death — of  inevitable  fuflerings  during  a  few 
moments  of  exiltence,  followed  bv  the  hi- 
deous  profpecf  of  eternal  annihilation.  If 
the  fyftem  of  nature  is  not  arranged  and  go- 
verned by  a  wife  and  gracious  providence ; 
if  we  do  not  exilf  by  the  power,  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  merciful  and  almighty 
parent ;  if  there  is  no  happinefs  but  by  ac- 
cident, and  the  tranfient  poffeiTion  of  it 
mull  only  augment  the  pain  of  being  fpee- 
dily  torn  from  it  forever  ;  if  mifery  is  urged 
upon  us  by  the  laws  of  a  fatal  necelhty,  and 
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there  is  no  remedy  for  extreme  fufFering  ^ 
if  in  this  Hfe  only  v/e  have  hope,  and  ail 
'  beyond  is  a  fearful  gulph  of  everlaiting  obli- 
vion ;  then  exigence  is  a  curfe,  this  world  is 
a  dreary  pnibn,  the  good  man  may  lit 
down  in  defpau',  and  weep  over  his  own 
being  ;  or,  like  the  fons  of  guilty  pieaiurej 
he  may  renounce  his  ufelefs  virtue,  and  lay_, 
''  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we 
die!" 

The  certain  tendency  of  principles  of  ir- 
religion  is  to  increafe  the  immorality  and 
hcenfe  from  v/hich  they  fpring.  Whatever 
weakens  the  obligations  of  piety,  tends  ta 
diliblve  both  the  ties  of  virtue,  and  the  re- 
flraints  of  vice.  Convenience  and  power 
become  the  only  rule  or  juitice  -inclination 
and  opportunity  the  only  limit  of  voiuptu- 
oufnefs.  Relaxation  of  morals  marches  in 
the  front,  libertinifm  follows  in  the  train  of 
infidelity. — How  cautious  ought  youth  to 
be  even  of  lillening  to  principles  lo  flatter- 
ing to  the  paiTions,  but  fo  dangerous  to 
the  foul !  Shun,  as  the  molt  ruinous  en- 
emies, thofe  falfe  friends  who  endeavour  to 
infinuate  into  you  the  fatal  poifon.  Suf- 
pe<bi  the  gay  and  fafcinating  forms  of  plea- 
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fure  under  which  they  prefent  vice  to  your 
choice — for,  in  the  end, ''  it  biteth  like  a  fer- 
pent,  and  Ilingeth  like  an  adder." 

Thefe  principles  appear  in  their  mod 
pernicious  and  detellable  form  when  they 
invade,  as,  in  fome  inilances,  even  in  this 
young  country  they  have  done,  that  fex 
whofe  peculiar  glory  is  modefly  and  chafli- 
ty.  Religion  Ihould  always  find  an  afylum 
in  the  female  bread.  It  is  the  higheii  eni- 
belliihment,  and  it  is  the  greated  fecurity  of 
their  characterillic  virtues.  When  their  re- 
ligious fentiments  begin  to  be  corrupted,  fo- 
ciety  is  on  the  verge  of  dillolution — licen- 
tioufnefs  then  is  under  no  reftraint.  But, 
while  their  hearts  preferve  the  facred  depo- 
fit  of  religion,  entruded  to  them  in  their 
early  education,  they  impofe  the  mod  effec- 
tual check  upon  libertinifm  of  manners. — 
To  their  piety,  the  public  morals  will  owe 
the  mod  eilential  oblip-ations.  Deted, 
therefor",  and  (liun  the  man  who  would 
ever  attempt  to  feduce  your  heart,  by  be- 
traying your  underilanding.  The  princi- 
ples of  irreligion  can  never  be  infinuated  to 
you  but  with  the  bafed  defigns.  Pleafure 
is  the  decoy  of  vice,  and  the  advocate  of  im- 
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piety.  Whenever  (lie  offers  her  enticements, 
fufpe8;  fome  latent  danger.  She  is  a  Syren 
whofe  fong  lures  unwary  voyagers  into  the 
midil  of  gulphs  that  fv/allow  them  up,  and' 
amongfl  rocks  that  daih  them  to  pieces. 
Shut  your  ears  againfi;  her  enchantments — 
clofe  your  hearts  againll  her  deftruftive 
charms.  Religion  is  your  faeguard  and 
your  ornament — it  is  the  fureft  bafis  both  of 
your  honor  and  your  happinefs. 

Permit  me,  in  the  conclulion,  to  addrefs 
a  ferious  admonition  to  thofe  young  per- 
fons  who,  wilhing  for  greater  licenfe,  are  be- 
ginning to  pronounce,  though  with  a  feeble 
and  hefitating  tone,  the  language  of  infidel- 
ity. You  are,  as  yet,  little  aware  of  the  fa- 
tal iiTue  to  which  you  are  tendinp-,  Vi^hen 
once  you  begin  to  difplay  your  doubts,  or 
your  wit  on  the  fubjecl;  of  religion,  or  to 
feek  for  arguments  to  relax  its  ties,  the  pro- 
grefs  is  commonly  rapid  towards  the  point 
of  abfolute  impiety.  Every  criminal  indul- 
gence becomes  a  new  argument  with  the 
heart,  againil  the  law  of  Chrill  which  con- 
demns it.  By  embracing  the  principles  of 
infidelity,  you  are  I'eeking  for  a  peace  of 
confcience  in  the  purfuits  of  vice  v/Lich 
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they  can  never  yield.  The  great  and  fun- 
damental truths  of  religion  are  too  deeply- 
implanted  in  human  nature  to  be  eafily 
eradicated.  And,  while  they  remain,  they 
mull  difquiet  the  tranquility  of  the  fmner. 
You  may  deny  the  exillence  of  a  righteous 
Deity — inyourheart  you  may  with  there  were 
none — you  may  fecretly  lay  to'^ourfeif,  in 
the  moment  of  temptation,  there  is  no  God  ; 
but,  fiill  the  fentiment  of  his  iear  remains 
— the  bodings  of  his  juiiice  follow  your 
crimes — ah  ! '  thefe  bodings  are  the  deep, 
infallible  diclates  of  nature  :  they  are  fure 
prefages,  to  the  impenitent,  of  an  awful 
retribution.  Arreil,  then,  your  lit p,  if  you 
are  yet  only  entering  on  the  threiiiold  of 
impiety.  Seek,  while  you  may,  tlie  precious 
refuge  of  religion,  that  will,  ere  long,  be 
denied  to  the  hardened  hnner.  In  the  hour 
of  aifiift-ion  you  will  find  in  its  defpiied  in- 
flitutions,  in  its  doctrines,  and  its  hopes, 
your  only  coHfolaiion.  ^But  if  you  deny 
your  Creator — if  you  perhli:  to  reject  the 
Lord  who  bought  you,  to  whom,  or  to  what, 
will  you  have  recourfe  in  ^cur  extremity  ? 
— When  the  cold  hand  of  death  is  preihng 
upon  you — v/hen  you  arc  trembling  before 
the  king  of  terrors,  oh !  with  what  dreadful 
E 
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importunity  v/ill  you  be  conflrained  to  im- 
plore the  mercy  of  that  God  whom  you 
have  denied!  will  you  call  for  the  aids  of 
that  relio-ion  which  you  have  infulted ! 
Good  God  !  the  terror  of  lookino;  into  the 
grave  under  a  fearful  uncertainty  about  our 
eternal  being ;  or,  under  the  more  fearful 
apDrehenfions  of  eternal  mifery  !  Unthink- 
ing youth !  who  are  fporting  with  fubjefts 
of  fuch  infinite  moment,  or  adding  with  a 
fneer,  for  the  reafons  on  v/hich  rclig^ion 
commands  your  faith,  and  your  obedience 
— look  on  the  death-bed  of  an  unbeliever, 
and  fee  the  reafons  !  There  is  an  objecl  in 
which  you  may  contemplate  the  value  of 
religion,  and  the  falfehood  of  thofe  impious 
principles  on  which  you  are  hazarding  your 
lalvation.  See  the  trembling,  the  expiring, 
the  defparing  mortal !  His  terrors  fpeak 
to  vou  with  the  evidence  of  demonftration, 
and  declare  tlie  exiftence  of  a  holy  and 
righteous  judge  of  the  univerfe.  His  lan- 
guage, and  his  looks  proclaim  the  reality  of 
the  dreadful  retribution  he  is  going  to  re- 
ceive. Tlie  remorfe  which  dillracls  him, 
ihouid  preach  the  srofpcl  to  vou  with  'the 
muit  perfuahve  eloquence.  Ah !  impiety 
of  living  is*  a   dreadiul   preparative   for  a 
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dying  bed.  Fatal  indeed  is  his  folly  who 
Jays  111  his  heart  there  ts  no  God,  till  that 
moment  of  irremediable  terror  and  difrnay 
when  he  fees  him  already  drelfed  and  feat- 
ed  for  judgment.  "  Behold,  now  is  the 
accepted  time — behold,  now  is  the  day  of 
falvation !"  "  Turn  ye,  therefore,  to  tlie 
ilrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope  I"' 
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DISCOURSE     IL 

CAUSES     OF     INFIDELITY 


Psalms  liii.   i. 
The  fool  halJifaid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God, 

THE  refleftion  of  the  facred  writer  in 
tills  paiiage  relates  immediately  to  that 
defperate  atheii'm  which  denies  the  exiftence 
of  an  infinite  and  eternal  Spirit,  the  maker 
and  tlie  judge  of  men  ;  or,  to  that  oblivion 
of  God  which  feizes  fmners  in  the  ordinary- 
train  of  life,  and  leaves  their  pafiions  and 
their  vices  without  rellraint.  I  have  ex- 
tended the  idea  fo  as  to  eirj brace  the  prin- 
ciples of  infidelity  univerfally,  inafmuch  as 
they  are  all  effetls  proceeding  from  the  fame 
caufe.  1  he  character  of  the  fool  may  well 
be  applied,  not  only  to  thofe  cool  and  fpe- 
culative  unbelievers  who  have  ella'oliflied  to 
themfelv<"s  fyilems  of  impiety  .from  the 
abufe  and  perverfion  of  reafon,  but  to  thofe 
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light  and  ignorant  pretenders  to  infidelitv 
who  have  only  adopted  from  others  certain 
licentious  niuxnns  v/hich  they  have  not 
been  able  to  conne61  with  their  principle;; 
or  their  conlequences  ;  or,  v,4iole  powers 
reach  no  farther  than  to  indulge  a  perpe- 
tual vein  of  rude  wit,  and  indecent  pieaian- 
try  on  the  fubject  of  religion.  In  a  dil- 
courle  of  this  nature,  adapted  to  general 
inllrutlion,  perfons  of  this  charatler  will 
perhaps  merit  our  principal  attention — be- 
caufe  fober  and  rational  infidels  are  rarely 
to  be  met  with,  Vvhile  impudent  and  igno- 
rant men  are  every  where  to  be  found. 

In  treating  of  the  principles  of  infidelity, 
and  expofmg  their  criminality  and  folly,  I 
have  avoided  entering  into  any  conhdera- 
tion  of  the  excellence  of  the  gofpel,  or  of 
the  evidence  on  which  it  rclis.  I  have  con- 
fined my  attention  to  unfold  thofe  guilty 
and  difgvaceful  caufes  that  ufually  combine 
their  iniiuence  to  render  men  enemies  to 
relia;ion.  Thefe  I  have  endeavoured  to 
comprehend  under  the  heads  oi  vice,  of  ig- 
norance, and  of  vanity — Vice  that  creates  in 
the  heart  an  inveterate  enmity  to  the  law  of 
God,  and  puts  an  unj'j.ii:  bias  on  i\\t  mind 
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in  judging  of  divine  truth — Ignorance  that 
has  never  feriouriy  and  impartially  examin- 
ed the  fubjecl — And  Vanity  that  alfumes 
a  falfe  and  frivolous  honor  to  itfelf  for 
thinking  diirerenily  from  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind. 

The  fir  11  of  thefe  caufes  I  have  already 
illudrated.     I  proceed  to  obfervej  that 

11.  Ignorance  is  a  frequent  fource  of  thofe 
irreligious  principles,  and  difcourfes  that 
every  where  produce  fo  much  evil  in  foci- 
ety.  An  ignorance  as  criminal,  as  it  is  dif- 
pracefiil — that  fprini^s  as  much  from  the 
corruption  of  the  heart  which  is  unwilling 
to  fee  the  truth,  as  from  the  defecl  of  the 
imderrtanding  which  has  never  fnicerely 
examined  it. 

I  have  not  in  viev/  at  prefent  a  fev/  phl- 
lofophic  inhdels  wliofe  memory  the  annals 
of  literature  have  preferved,  and  who,  by 
wifdom,  knew  not  God — who  have  left  the 
fame  of  their  genius,  w^ith  their  pernicious 
writings  to  infetf  poilerity — but,  who  have 
left  alio  their  errors,  and  contradictions  to 
be  added  to  the  innumerable  proofs  ^v■i]ich 
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every  age  has  furniflied  of  the  weaknefs  and 
uncertainty  of  human  reafon  on  all  fubjecls 
of  divine  and  moral  fcience,  when  not  illu- 
minated by  the  fpi"it  of  God.  Thefe  inge- 
nious enemies  of  the  gofpel,  however,  have 
been  men  of  wit  rather  than  of  profound 
talents.  Their  prejudices  have  led  them  to 
examine  the  queftion  of  its  truth  on  one 
hde  only.  They  have  been  willing  to  fee 
nothing  but  prefumptions  againft  religion. 
DiftinguiCied  more  by  the  powers  ot  the 
imagination  than  by  thofe  of  the  under- 
{•andmg,  you  find  th- m,  where  thev  ought 
to  be  moit  ferious  and  grave,  indulging  a 
perpetual  vein  of  ridicule  and  wit.  1  he 
molt  phiiofophic  of  modern  infidels  has 
confeded  that  his  metaphifical  ilibtleties 
are  not  calculated  to  produce  a  clear  and 
fettled  convittion  of  their  truth  in  the 
mind."^  The  inaccuracy  of  Voltaire  in  hif- 
tory  and  antiquities,  fo  necefTaiy  tojuiiex- 


*  Mr.  Hume,  after  endeavouring,  with  great  ingenuity, 
to  annihilate  both  the  material  and  the  fpiritual  world,  as  they 
are  umally  underltood,  and  to  eftablifh  tlie  principle  that 
nothins  exifts  in  the  univerfebii.t  vaiious  and  fuccethve  trains 
of  ideas,  acl:nowledg£i  that,  akl-.ough  he  could  nnd  no  reaf  ms 
liifhcicntly  foiid  to  overthrow  what  be  1  ai  advanced,  yet,  lie 
ciiuld  not  a«ft  upon  his  ov/n  conclufions,  nor,  at  all  times, 
A  ield  them  a  cL-ar  and  uuwaveii:\g  allcnt. 
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amination  of  the  authenticity  of  religion,  is 
ahnoit  proverbiaL  Thefe  fubjefts  he  con- 
fidercd  as  hardly  worthy  the  attention  of  an 
author  whofe  fame  depended  foiely  on  his 
wii.+ — But,  feparated  from  his  fauks,  what 
is  he,  or  thie  moll  famous  patrons  of  an  in- 
fidel ph.ikofophy,  compared  with  the  New- 
tons  the  Boyles,  the  Clarkes,  the  VVarbur- 
tons,  the  Lockes,  the  Fenelons,  the  Rolkns, 
the  Pafcais,  and  all  that  endlefs  lift  of  ^reat 
names,  diftinguifhed  equally  for  genius  and 
for  piety,  who  have  appeared  as  the  friends 
of  religion,  and  have  brought  the  m»o{l  pro- 
found and  iliukrious  talents  as  a  voluntary 
offering  to  the  foot  of  the  crofs. 

But  thefe  difcourfcs  have  chieHy  in  view 
a  clafs  of  men  very  diiferent  from  the  fpe- 

f  Thomas  Paine,  in  that  book  of  his  entitled  The  Age  cf 
Rc:>fin,  innviittly  exceeds  Mr.  Voltaire  in  hiilorlcal  and  criti- 
c;il  inaccuracy.  Ke  has  a  certain  Tprightlineis  of  manner 
and  boldneJs  of  aiTerlion  which  diUinguilli  him  ;  but  io  to- 
tally defective  is  he  in  point  of  erudition,  that  in  no  other 
country  but  this,  where  there  is  much  fuperficial  reading,  but 
little  folld  and  extenfn'e  learning,  could  his  work  have  ob- 
tained any  currency.  Thofe  parts  of  it  v.hich  have  any  ap- 
pearance cf  reafoning  he  has  borrow- ed  almoft  wholly  from 
Mr.  Boulanger.  For  the  rcil,  it  ib  made  up  of  the  h;ilf-re- 
mcmbered  ideas  of  his  childhood,  of  indigeited  criticiims 
picked  up  in  a  ioofc  reading,  and  of  the  moll  palpable  vio- 
lations cf  hillorical  truth. 
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eulative  and  ingenious  unbelivers  who  have 
jull  been  named — a  clafs  to  be  met  with 
in  mod  fa'iionable  circles,  and,  every- 
where, among  the  hnattcrers  in  knowledge, 
v/ho  are  merely  the  apes  of  the  lormer. 
I  mean  thofe  men  of  pleafure,  who  are 
enemies  to  religion,  becaufe  religion  is  an 
enemy  to  their  vices — who  never  have  exa- 
mined the  luminous  and  refpectable  evi- 
dence on  which  the  gofpel  rePis — who  fpeak 
with  confidence  of  what  they  do  not  know, 
and  blafpheme  what  they  do  not  underiland 
—the  delight  of  the  frivolous  and  vain,  the 
oracles  of  the  ignorant — who  retail  among 
their  companions  objections  againll  religion 
with  which  they  have  been  furniilied  by  a 
loofe  and  defultory  reading,  or  which  have 
palled  from  mouth  to  mouth  among  the  li- 
bertine and  profligate  till  they  have  become 
vulgar  and  dale.  A  great  preacher^  has 
happily  called  them  the  echoes  of  infidelity, 
who  juft  repeat  the  blafphemies  \v'hich  they 
have  heard  from  others — The  mere  organs 
of  impiety  v/ho  ferve  to  convey  its  tradi- 
tions from  one  race  to  another. 

^  Mafuilon. 
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To  attack  doftrines  that  have  flood  the 
left  of  fo  many  ages — that  have  been  illuf- 
t rated  by  the  greatefl  writers  with  the  rnoft 
luminous  evidence,  and  eftabhflied  on  the 
moft  foHd  foundations — that  have  counted 
among  their  fubmiirive  difciples  men  of  the 
molt   lUuftrious  charafters,   and  the   mofl 
profound  learning  v/ho  have  eileemed  their 
obedience  to  the  faith  their  chief  glory — . 
doclrines  that  have  commanded  the  homage 
of  the  wifeil  as  well   as  the  mod  powerful 
of  mankind,  w^ould  require  uncommon  ge- 
nius and  erudition,  deep  refleftion,  and  ex- 
tenfive  refearch.     Is  this  the  character  of 
thofe    forward  and  conceited  youth  who 
preach  infidelity  in  the  circles  of  their  liber- 
tine  companions — who  declaim  with  pert- 
Refs  on  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar,  and  the 
craft  of  the  prieilhood — who  are  ever  ready 
to  jeft  on  the  fubjeft  of  religion,  and  aim, 
by  an  impious  effrontery,   a.t  a  reputation 
for  wit  which  nothingr  but  the  ii^norance  of 
their  hearers   can  afcribe  to  them  ?     No, 
they  are  men  of  (uperhcial  talents,  too  much 
devoted   to   their   pleafures   to  think.     It 
would  be  doing  them  too  niuch  honor  to 
llile  them  Theiiis,  or  Atheifts,  or,  indeed, 
to  call  them  by  any  name  that  implies  a 
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fyflem  of  principles.  Their  limited  know- 
led  i^e  is  fufficient  onlv  to  embarrafs  their 
minds  with  diliiculties  on  the  iubjeti:  of  re- 
ligion, not  to  furnilh  their  foiution — to  cre- 
ate doubts  not  to  afford  certainty. 

Their  doubts  are  accompanied  with  a 
difhonefly  of  mind  that  does  not  wiOi  to 
have  them  refolved.  They  form  a  conve- 
nient proteftion  for  their  vices,  which  every 
approach  to  the  truth  ferves  to  difquietand 
fill  with  apprehenfions.  They  hate  the  light; 
neither  come  they  to  the  light,  lef^theii'  deeds 
fiould  be  reproved.  Far  from  feeking  for 
real  and  folid  information,  which,  if  they 
were  fmcere,  they  could  not  fail  to  obtain 
on  a  fubjecl  enlightened  by  the  labours  of 
fo  many  pious  and  excellent  writers,  their 
only  fludy  is  to  Ihun  conviction. 

One  knows  not,  at  fome  times,  whether 
mod  to  pity,  or  be  amufed  at  men  of  this 
defcription  when  they  affeft  to  reprefent 
religion  as  a. pious  prejudice,  and  to  re^ 
proach  the  credulity  of  the  believing  multi- 
tude. Is  there  no  credulity,  are  there  no 
prejudices  attached  to  impiety  ?  Alas ! 
can  any  prejudices  be  fo  Ilrong  as  thofe 
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formed  by  the  paffions  againil  the  truth  ? 
as  thofe  with  wiiich  vice  combats  rehgion  ? 
Can  any  credulity  be  more  abflird  and 
weak  than  that  which  is  often  difplayed  by 
the  enemies  of  rehgion  when  their  aim  is  to 
depreciate  the  chara6ler  of  a  good  inan,  or 
when  they  think  they  have  found  a  tale  that 
will  militate  againft  the  facred  hiilory  ? 
Nor  is  thi;>  confined  alone  to  thofe  pert,  il- 
literate fools  who  excite  your  contempt, 
wliile  tiiey  provoke  your  honeft  indignation 
— this  disgraceful  blot  ftains  the  reputation 
of  writers  of  the  greatefi  name  v,ho  have 
enliiled  themfelves  among  the  champions 
of  impiety.*  The  fables  of  nurfes  and  of 
children  are  not  more  ridicitlous  than  the 
narrations  that  have  been  gravely  made, 
and  the  fictions  that  have  been  affumed  by 
philofophers  to  contradicl  the  Mofaic  fyl- 
tem  of  the  world,  and  of  the  orig-in  of  man.f 

*  Ifaac  Voffius,  the  famous  grammarian,  was  fo  remark- 
able for  his  credahty  and  his  intidcHty,  that  king  Charles 
once  wittily  iaid  of  him,  "  There  is  nothing  you  cannot 
make  that  man  believe  except  his  Bible." 

f  In  lord  Kaims'  Sketches  of  Man,  and  lord  Monboddo 
on  The  origin  of  Languages ,  m.ay  be  feen  feme  very  extraor- 
din'iry  relations  of  ignorarit  travellers,  and  fom.e  mofl  abfurd 
fidtions  adopted  in  order  to  difcredit  the  Mofaic  account  of 
the  primitive  il:ate  cf  human  nature,  and  the  unity  of  the 
human  race.  Becaufe  Mofes  has  informed  us  that  the  world,  at 
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And  the  moil  celebrated  wit  of  modern 
times,*  if  he  can,  by  ranging  through  anti^ 
quity,  find  one  fable  more  im.probable  than 
another,  its  certain  recommendation,  and 
title  to  belief,  is  its  inconfillency  with  the 
hiilory  of  the  bible. 

Erft,  was  a  chaotic  mafs  covered  with  water,  Mcntieur  Bail- 
ly,  that  he  may  recede  from  him  as  lar  as  pofhble,  has  fup- 
pofed,  in  his  letters  to  Voltaire,  that  it  was  originally  a  ball 
of  fire  Itruck  off  from  the  fun  by  the  impulfe  of  a  comet,  and 
that  it  has,  in  an  almoft  infinite  fucceffion  of  ages,  been  gra- 
dually cooling,  and  becoming  a  fit  habitation  for  man,  arid 
that  the  firll  habitable  fpots  were  at  the  pohs.  If  this  had 
been  a  tenet  of  religion,  how  would  fuch  a  philofopher  as 
Monfieur  Bailly  have  received  it  ? 

*  Mr.  Voltaire,  you  find  in  him  every  where  the  mcft  in- 
congruous relations,-  and  the  mod  palpable  ccntradiclions  on 
the  fubjeft  of  religion.  See  letters  addrejfed  to  him  ly  certain 
Je^^^'s  for  many  examples  of  this  kind.  To  the  lift  of  credu- 
lous or  fanciful  writers  Mr.  Volney  may  very  fairly  be  ad- 
ded, if  indeed  he  believed  his  own  fictions,  and  did  not  ra- 
ther value  himfelf  on  making  the  moil  extravagant  fuppofi- 
tions,  only  that  he  might  make  a  great  difplay  of  learning  in 
fupporting  them.  This  author,  eftimable  as  an  hidorian, 
immediately  becom.es  vifionary  as  an  ar.ti-religionift.  This 
charge  will  be  fally  eftablilhed  in  the  mind  of  every  candid 
and  judicious  reader  who  fhall  examii.e  his  attempt  to  prove 
the  chriftian  religion  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  corrupted 
worfhip  of  the  fun — and  that  the  hitfory  of  the  innocence 
and  fall  of  man,  of  the  woman,  the  temptation,  the  ferpent, 
and  the  curfe,  is  only  an  aftronomical  hieroglyphic  of  the 
Egyptian  priefts  to  fignify  fpring,  fummer,  autumn,  and 
winter,  and  tlie  confteliations  that  prcfide  over  thefe  feafcns. 
See  his  Ruitts  of  Palmyra — If  chriilianity  were  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  incredible  fuppofitions  to  fupport  the 
hiftory  of  the  fcriptures,  what  a  triumph  would  it  a£"ord  t© 
unbelievers ! 
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Chriflians  are  reproached  for  receiving 
their  religion  by  inheritance,  and  embrac- 
ing their  faith  on  the  ground  only  of  autho- 
rity. How  juftly  may  the  charge  of  fliame- 
ful  dependence  on  authority  be  retorted  on 
the  crowd  of  unbelievers  who  never  exa- 
mine for  themfelves  the  foundations  of  reli- 
gion, but,  wiihing  only  to  find  it  falfe,  and 
not  able  to  rely  on  their  own  judgment, 
agree  to  pay  homage  to  the  wit  and  under- 
ftanding  of  a  few  enem.ies  to  the  crois  of 
Chriil  whofe  talents  they  admire,  and  make 
them  alone  the  oracles  of  their  faith.  Per- 
haps, without  talents,  they  have  nothing  to 
recommend  them  but  a  fprightly  libertinifm, 
and  a  confident  manner.  Perhaps  they  do 
not  really  believe  the  principles  which 
vauntingly  they  profefs — Poffibly,  their  own 
hearts  mifgive  them  w^hile  they  utter  their 
blafpheraies ;  but,  covered  with  an  impof- 
ing  air,  they  deceive  and  feduce  the  ignorant 
who  look  for  example  only  to  juftify  their 
unbelief,  and,  like  the  timid  and  the  feeble, 
draw  all  their  courage  from  the  confidence 
of  Others.  Such  are  the  apoftles  and  pro- 
phets of  impiety  !  and  fuch  their  weak  and 
implicit  difciples ! 
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Admitting  that  the  great  body  of  believ- 
ers derive  their  faith  from  education,  who, 
I  pray  you,  merits  the  reproach  of  the  moft 
dilhonorable  creduHty  ?  He  who  fuffers 
his  rehgious  principles  to  be  influenced  by 
the  opinions  of  his  country — by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  parents  folicitous  for  his  virtue  and 
happineis — by  the  venerable  authority  of 
ages — by  the  example  of  the  beft  and  wifeil 
men  in  every  age — by  the  gravity  and  fa- 
crednefs  of  the  church  the  faithftd  depofita- 
ry  and  guardian  of  piety  and  morals  ?  Cr 
he  who  adopts  his  opinions  from  libertines 
and  debauchees — from  the  idle,  the  diffo- 
lute,  and  the  vain — from  men,  perhaps 
equally  ignorant,  but,  only,  pofiTeffing  more 
etlrontery  than  himfelf  ? — Alas !  how  often 
does  the  corruption  of  principle,  as  well  as 
of  manners,  which  is  the  difgrace  of  fo  many 
youth  of  the  prefent  age,  fpring  merely  from 
the  force  of  vicious  example  on  the  weak 
and  i<xnorant — from  immoral  maxims,  from 
ridiculous  anecdotes,  from  loofe  fentiments 
fported  without  thought,  in  a  moment  of 
levity,  by  men  diftinguiihed  for  no  talent,  ex- 
cept an  impofing  vivacity,  and  of  no  fcience 
except  what  they  have  picked  up  in  the 
fchool  of  libertinifm  ?  Ah  !  if  falfe  fcience 
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'  has  dcilroyed  her  thoufands,  ignorance  has 
deftroyed  her  tens  of  thoufands — An  igno- 
rance that  is  increahng  more  and  more  in 
proportion  as  luxury  and  dilFipation  dege- 
nerate our  manners,  and  check  the  progrefs 
of  fohd  and  uiefui  improvement. 

This  characler,  fo  difgraceful  as  well  as 
criminal,  ought  to  reprefs  that  idle  and 
contemptible 

III.  Vanity  which  I  have  Rated,  in  the 
laft  place,  as  another  caufe  of  that  ambi- 
tious infidelity  that  no  longer  retires  from 
fight,  but  boldly  obtrudes  its  deformity  and 
crimes  on  the  public  view. 

Vanity  !  Can  man  be  vain  of  degrading 
his  nature,  and  hnking  it  to  the  level  of  the 
brutes  that  periih — of  quenching  that  ce- 
leftial  fpark  which  the  Creator  hath  enkin- 
dled in  his  bofom — of  effacing  from  the 
mind  the  glorious  and  confolatory  idea  of 
God — of  dci-roying  the  eternal  fource  of 
order  and  beautv  in  theuniverfe — of  extin- 
guifhing  the  lublime  and  blelfed  hope  of 
immortahiy — of  digping  for  himfelf  the 
fearful  grave  of  everlafticg  oblivion?  Yes; 
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we  fee  the  monflrous  fpirit  of  infidelity  af- 
fume  a  deplorable  honor  to  itfeif  from  cau- 
fes  that  ihould  expel  it  with  horror  from 
fociety,  and  forever  cover  it  with  difgrace 
in  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  and  wife. 

1.  Vanity  prompts  fome  conceited  and 
injudicious  youth  to  make  a  difplay  of  im- 
pious principles,  becaufe  they  are  liippofed 
to  carry  with  them  a  genteel  air.  Pleafure 
being  almoil  the  univerlal  purfuit,  the  prin- 
ciples that  afford  it  a  protetUon,  and  fcreen 
it  from  the  reproaches  of  reafon,  and  the 
cenfure  of  conlcience,  meet,  in  all  circles, 
too  favorable  an  attention.  That  man  is 
affured  of  being  well  received,  who  can 
infinuate  ideas  of  looie  pleafure  with  inge- 
nuity, and  make  their  apology  with  fpright- 
linefs.  And,  fo  depraved  have  manners  be- 
come, that  he  v/ho  ainis  to  be  a  faihionable 
man,  too  often  finds  it  contribute  to  his  fuc- 
cefs,  in  the  circles  of  vvcalth  and  idlenefs, 
to  min^jle  his  converfation  with  a  feafonin?- 
of  impiety.  When  faihion  hat  fo  far  mii- 
placed  its  approbation,  a  crowd  of  weak 
young  men,  ambitious  to  difplay  their  parts, 
go  even  beyond  v/hat  fafiion  requires.  In 
order  to  provoke  the  laughter,  and  attra^jl 
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the  admiration  of  the  thoughtlcfs  and  the 
diiTolute  they  dare  indecently  to  triflle  with 
whatever  is  moft  venerable  and  holy,  and  to 
violate  the  moft  (acred  myfteries  with  a  pro- 
fane tongue.  Deceived  by  the  pleafantry 
wdiich  they  excite  where  they  ought  to 
meet  with  noihingr  but  indig^nation  or  con- 
tempt,  they  mifconftrue  petulance  into  w^it, 
and  hold  themfelves  to  be  men  of  talents 
when  they  are  only  impudent  men. 

2.  Their  vanity  is  apt  to  aflume  a  merit 
to  itfelf  for  thinking  differently  from  the  reft 
of  mankind.  In  an  ao;e  in  which  manners 
are  not  yet  totally  depraved,  the  mafs  of 
the  people  refpeet  religion.  The  fentiments 
of  piety  are  written  by  the  hand  of  nature 
at  the  bottom  of  the  human  heart,  and  noth- 
ing but  extreme  vice,  or  the  pride,  and  the 
falfe  refinements  of  fpeculation  can  efface 
them,  Inftitutions  which  the  world  vene- 
I'ates,  thefe  men  claim  amiferable  glory  from 
defpiiing.  ^'v  hat  is  common  has,  with  them, 
an  air  of  vulgarity ;  and,  in  the  efteem  of 
fools,  they  (liew  a  fuperiority  of  underftand- 
ing  while  they  infult  the  opinions  of  their 
country,  and  the  world.  Weak  minds 
are  apt  to  imagine  that  they  recommend 
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their  fpirit,  and  their  courage  by  fpurning 
at  the   fears  v/hich   influence    other  men. 
The  awful  confiderations  of  a  future  judg- 
ment and  future  retribution,  they  afletl  to 
reprefent  as  imaginary  terrors.     And,  fre- 
quently, a  good  man  muil  fee  with  pity  the 
felf-compkicent  vanity  with  which  ignorant 
and  petulant  young  men  regard  their  own 
wifdom  and  fortitude  for  havino;  delivered 
themfelves  from  all  the  imprelfions  of  a  pi- 
ous education,  and  torn  otf  the  fhackles  of 
religious   fear.      Alas !   what  a   reverfe  of 
abje6l  fear,   and  of  horrible  defpair  fhali 
overwhelm  them,  when  the  fupreme  judge 
ihall  -come  to  av/aken  them  from  this  vam 
dream — when   he  (iiali   unfettle   all   their 
falfe  and  criminal  principles  by  the  ftroke 
of  aiilittion — when  he  ihall  difmay  them  by 
the  terrors  of  liis  jullice — when  the  abyfs  of 
eternity,  opening  upon  their  view,  difclofes 
thofe  dreadful  realities  v/hich,  in  the  days 
of  their  folly,  they  had  defpifed ;  and  fnews 
beneath  them  no  fupport  from  the  promi- 
fes  of  divine  grace,  or  the  hopes  of  a  better 
life  ! 

3.  Another  claim  to  be  vain  they  found 
on  the  fancied  refemblancc  v/hich  they  beair 
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to  certain  men  of  diftinjTuiflied  crenlus  who 
have  unhappily  proititnted  their  talents 
to  the  fervice  of  impiety  and  vice.  By 
quoting  names  which  fcience  hath  confc- 
crated,  they  hope  to  attach  themfeives  to 
their  glory,  and  to  derive  an  honor  from 
thinkmg  like  them.  That  there  ha\e  been 
unbelievers  of  penetrating  minds,  and  po- 
lifhed  wit,  I  am  not  difpoled  to  deny — nor 
can  it  be  denied  on  the  other  hand,  that 
men  deftitute  both  of  wit  and  penetration 
are  continually  affeciing  a  vain  reputation 
from  being-  able  only  to  retail  their  max- 
ims.  Hume  !  Roulleau !  how  many  vain 
conceited  youth  l:a^e  you  contributed  to 
deftroy  !  Your  writings'^'  flill  continue  to 
diffufe  a  baneful  poifon  through  fociety  ! 
Oh !  fatal  talents !  that  have  produced  fo 
many  ambitious  imitators,  afpiring  to  re- 
femble  you,  but  v/ho  can  refemble  you  in 
nothing  but  your  crimes  ! 

Such  are  the  m.otives  that  commonly  in- 
cline men  to  the  fide  of  infidelity.     In  pro- 

*  Thofe  writings  that  were  immediately  direfled  againft 
the  iatcrcrts  of  piety,  and  the  foundations  of  revealed  reli- 
gion. For  the  rell,  they  are  always  ingenious,  and  Hume, 
in  particular,  generally  ufeful. 
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portion  as  a  man  is  virtuous,  chaRe,  tempe- 
rate, m.odeft,  profoundly  alictted  with  the 
difplays  oi  divine  intelhgcnce  and  goodnefs 
in  the  ltru6Uire  of  the  univerfe,  and  pene- 
trated with  the  dutiful  fentiments  that  be- 
come a  creature,  to  the  Creator,  and  that 
are  fo  honorable  to  human  nature,  will  he 
be  difpoied  to  embrace  the  principles,  and 
to  become  the  friend  of  religion — But,  if  he 
is  ignorant,  vain,  lewd,  intemperate,  profli- 
gate— here  is  a  prepared  foil  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  feeds  of  impiety.  Ah  !  are  thefe 
the  grounds  on  which  unbelievers  boall  the 
llrength  of  their  minds  ?  Are  they  grounds 
that  will  fupport  the  folid  fabric  of  truth  ? 

Thefe  difcourfes  I  fhall  nov/  conclude 
with  a  fev/  refleftions  addreficd  to  young 
perfons,  and  efpecially,  to  the  (ludious 
youth  in  this  afiembly. 

In  this  precious  and  critical  period  of  life 
your  habits,  and  your  principles  are  both 
to  be  formed.  Thefe  have  fuch  a  recipro- 
cal connexion  and  influence,  that,  if  you 
fuifer  yourfelves  to  be  feduced  by  pleafurc, 
you  are  in  hazard  of  plunging  into  impiety. 
Urged  by  the  ardor  of  paifions  that  are  juft 
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beginning  to  unfold  themfelves — flattered 
by  hope  which,  as  yet,  has  feldom  dilap- 
pointed  you — expofed  to  the  example,  and 
the  felicitations  of  the  thoughtiefs  and  the 
diilipated — and  without  experience  to  cau- 
tion or  direft  you,  you  are  encompaiied 
with  dangers,  not  the  lead  of  which  is  that 
oi  adopting  falfe  maxims  of  conduft,  and 
falle  principles  on  the  fubjett  of  religion. 
You  arc  in  danger  from  com^panions,  and 
you  are  in  danger  from  books. — The  pro- 
penfnies  of  your  age  cxpofe  you  to  com- 
panions v/lio^  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  have 
call  oi  the  fear,  and  almoit  the  remem- 
brance of  God.  You  will  fee  realized  a- 
mong  them  all  thofe  caufes  to  v/hich  I  have 
alcribed  the  prevalence  of  impious  princi- 
ples. But,  while  you  fee  them,  you  are  in 
hazard  of  being  infeclcd  by  them.  Pov»^er- 
ful  is  the  contagion  of  vicious  fympathy  ; 
and  the  ardent  inclinations  to  pleafure,  the 
limited  knovvdeclge,  the  unripened  prudence 
of  youth,  often  expofe  them  as  an  eafy  prey 
to Jediicers  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.  Avoid 
thofe  dangerous  companions  who  make  a 
viock  of  Jin;  and,  above  ail,  thofe  who  not 
only  fay  in  their  heart  th^re  is  no  God,  but, 
who  are  vain  of  their  folly,  and  proclaim 
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their  impiety  v/ith  a  brazen  front.  Thefe 
adminiiter  to  young  minds  the  moft  fatal 
poifon — more  dangerous  than  contagion 
and  the  peRilence,  they  draw  after  them  a 
mighty  train  of  ruin.  Beginning  only  with 
apologies  for  your  propenlities,  they  flop 
not  till  they  have  whelmed  you  in  the 
dreadful  gulph  of  impiety. 

You  are  in  danger  from  books.  Thofe 
writers  are  firfl  apt  to  catch  the  youthful  at- 
tention, that  pleafe  by  a  certain  brilliancy 
and  wit,  that  agitate  the  heart,  and  taint  the 
imagination.  Thofe  efpecially  feem  to  be 
fought  after,  at  the  prcfent  period,  with 
peculiar  zeal,  that  attempt  to  Ihake  the 
foundations  of  religion,  and,  by  rem.oving 
the  idea  of  God,  and  of  his  holy  infpetiion 
and  government  from  tlie  univerfe,  relax 
the  ties  of  moral  obligation,  and  give  an 
unrellrained  licence  to  the  pafiions.  In 
your  choice  of  books  let  folidity  and  truth 
be  their  principal  recom.rnendation.  Thefe 
will  always  be  found  favourable  to  hncere ' 
piety,  and  to  good  morals.  Check  that 
forward  prefumption,  fo  natural  to  youth, 
of  early  thmking  that  you  are  wife.  No 
quality  can  be  more  an  enemy  to  virtue, 
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and  to  every  fubflantiai  and  ufeful  improve- 
ment ;  or  more  certainly  lead  to  vice  and 
inlignificance  of  character. — Let  it  be  your 
firft  and  fupreme  concern  to  examine  the 
truth,  and  underiland  the  excellence  of  re- 
vealed religion.  1  am  far  Irom  requiring 
you  to  be  implicit  believers.  Religion  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  moft  faithful  and 
rigorous  fcrutiny.  It  luffcrs  only  from  par- 
tial and  fuperficial  inquiries.  Enter  into 
this    inveilio-ation  with   an  honed   love  of 

o 

truth,  and  with  a  fmcere  determination  to 
embrace,  and  to  obey  it,  wherever  it  may 
be  found,  and  however  feif-denying  may  be 
the  duties  it  prefcribes.  Ruinous  and  fatal 
will  be  the  errors  into  which  you  vwill  fall, 
if,  on  this  momentous  fubjeft,  you  content 
yourfelves  with  a  hally  furvev,  or,  only  feek 
lor  evidence  ao-ainll:  the  f^ofpel,  and  in  fa- 
vour  of  your  paTions. 

What  can  concern  you  fo  highly  as  to 
know  if  you  are  immortal  beings,  or,  if  you 
have  no  higher  hoDe  than  to  mimjle  aarain 
v.ith  tl:c  clods  of  the  earth  in  eternal  hlence 
— If  God  is  J  lift  to  take  vengeance  on  fin — or, 
if  all  thing's  come  alike  to  all  men,  and  tlierc 
IhalL  at  lad.  be  no  difference  between  the 
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righteous  and  the  wicked — If  there  is  a 
Saviour  who  taketh  away  Jin  by  the  facvifice. 
of  hnnjclf;  or,  if,  according  to  the  hoiy 
Icriptures,  the  impenitent  hnner  mufl  hnk 
down  to  everlalling  defpair  covered  with 
all  the  horrors  of  unexpiated  guilt  ?  All 
other  inquiries  (hould  be  poitponed  to  thefe. 
They  regard  not  only  your  prefent  peace, 
but  your  eternal  interells — Not  the  honor 
that  Cometh  from  men,  but  that  which  cometh 
from  God. 

Let  not  any  of  you  imagine  that,  be- 
caufe  you  may  not  chufe  the  holy  miniitrv 
for  your  profeflion  in  future  life,  the  truth 
or  the  practice  of  religion  may  be  of  lef-; 
importance  to  you  than  to  others.  This  is 
prefering  decency  of  cliaracler  to  trie  dil- 
charge  of  your  duty.  Befides,  although 
true  piety  may  be  lefs  effential  to  one  pio- 
fefjion  than  to  another  :  yet,  remem.ber,  and 
may  the  fpirit  of  truth  write  it  indelibly 
in  your  hearts,  it  is  equallv  necelTary  to  you 
all  as  vou  are  men — as  vou  are  immortal — 
as  you  are  accountable  to  God^-as  you  are 
to  recei^'e  youreverlafiing  deftiny  from  his 
juftice  according  to  tlie  deeds  you  have 
done  in  the  bodv. — But,  abllracting  from 
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the  confi derations  of  a  future  exillence,  re- 
ligion will  form  your  highefl  ornament,  and 
your  mofl  refpeftable  charatler,  in  whate- 
ver Ration  you  may  be  placed  in  life.  The 
reputation  of  fmcere  religion  is  fitted  to 
attratl  confidence  and  honor  from  mankind 
— What  a  luflre  does  virtue  flied  upon 
confpicuous  talents  !  How  amiable  will 
fortune,  or  rank,  or  whatever  may  elevate 
you  hereafter  above  your  fellow-citizens, 
appear,  if  it  be  adorned  with  that  piety 
which  makes  all  men  equal  again  by  the 
benevolence  and  hum.ility  of  its  fpirit ! 
"  Godlinefs  is  profitable  to  all  things,  hav- 
ing the  promifc  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  "come." 

This  fubjeft  I  have  chofen,  not  from  any 
apprehenfion  that  the  cenfures  }vhich  are 
due  to  impiety  and  vice  are  merited  by 
you ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  manners,  and  the  prefent  fafn- 
ions  of  opinion.  In  proportion  as  our 
manners  daily  degenerate,  irreligion  in  prin- 
ciple more  and  more  prevails.  All  moral 
and  religious  opinions,  except  thofe  that  are 
fixed  by  revelation,  are  in  a  irate  of  perpe- 
tual {lux  and  mutability.     They  have  their 
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fafliions  and  pafs  away.  This  is  the  age  of 
infidel  and  licentious  principles  in  their 
mcil  extravaprant  (hapes ;  and  the  aoe  to 
come  will  look  back  with  aftonirhment  at 
the  folly  and  madneft  of  the  prefent.  Will 
you  rilk  your  falvation  on  a  foundation  fo 
unfound  and  falfe  ?  Confider  the  awful 
interefts  that  depend  on  the  decifion  Vv'hidi 
you  form  on  the  fubjecc  of  religion.  Exa- 
mine into  its  reality,  and  the  right  which  it 
claims  to  command  your  obedience,  with 
all  the  ferioufnefs  which  eternity  requires. 
It  is  a  high  claim  that  comes  to  you  in  the 
nalne  of  God,  and  in  the  name  of  your  own 
immortal  interefts.  The  fool  alone  fays  in 
his  heart  there  is  no  God  to  obferve  his  con- 
du8;,  and  to  punifn  his  vices,  and  denies  a 
truth  that  is  borne  with  fuch  evidence  on 
the  whole  face  of  nature,  and  v/ritten  in 
fuch  lemble  characters  on  the  v/hole  courfe 
of  providence.  For- this  crime  doth  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth,  at  this  moment,  feem 
to  be  punifliing  the  v/orld,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  hardening  their  hearts  that  they  fhould 
not  difcern  the  caule  of  their  calamities. — 
Eternal  Spirit  of  Truth  !  rebuke  the  nations 
in  mercy  !  Deilroy  the  dark  fpirit  of  athe- 
ihn  the  offspring  and  tr^e  nurf"  of  ciin-^s  ' 
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Illuminate !  penetrate  our  hearts  with  the 
facred  principles  of  piety  and  virtue  !  Re- 
veal in  our  hearts  Ckriji  Jefiis  the  hope  of 
glory  !  And  haflen  the  blefled  moment 
when  thy  victorious  grace  (hall  fubdue  the 
Vices,  the  errors,  and  the  palhons  of  all 
men;  ^.nd  righteoujnefs JJiaU cover  the  earth- 
as  the  icaters  cover  thefea  ! 

AMEN  ! 


[    53    ] 
DISCOURSE     III. 

ON    THE    DANGERS    OF    PLEASURE. 


ECCLESIASTES    VII.    2. 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  than 
to  the  houfe  f  fccifiing, 

ENSUAL  pleafures  are  ranongtlie  moO: 
dangerous  enemies  of  virtue.  I'he  na- 
tural taites  for  them  are  not  culpable,  and, 
within  moderate  limits,  happinelk  demands 
them,  and  reafbn  and  religion  permit  them. 
But,  ardent,  and  prone  to  excefs,  they  re- 
quire to  be  fubjected  to  a  prudent  and  holy 
vio;ilancc,  and  to  be  indulged  with  caution 
and  circumfpection. — Conftant  pleafure  is 
not  to  be  expefted  here.  And  the  contin- 
ual or  excePiive  purfuit  of  it,  is  unbecoming 
our  (late  in  this  world.  Our  path  is  che- 
quered with  evil.  If  the  fanguine  but  fhort- 
fighted  hopes  of  youth  pidure  to  t^:-  •  •  f'-!  vcs 


54  The  Dangers  of  Pleafure. 


D 


nothing  but  flowers  in  their  progrefs,  they 
will  foon  be  pierced  with  its  tho^s.  If  w^e 
look  round  us,  v/e  will  lee  misfortune,  pain, 
and  death  impreiling  their  melancholy 
{lamp  on  all  the  bell  eiijoyments  of  human 
liib.  This  vale  of  tears,  after  a  (hort  and 
uncertain  courfe,  leads  to  the  grave,  in 
which  we,*and  all  our  fell ov«^-traveilers  fiiall 
be  fucceiiively  fwallowed  up.  It  is  then  tlie 
part  of  wifdonr,  feriouily  to  confider  our 
ilate,  and  frequently  to  look  forward,  and 
be  prepared  for  the  folemn  and  interefting 
clofe  of  the  prefent  fcene.  Much  pleafure 
is  unfriendly  to  ferious  rerie6tion.  It  diffi- 
pates  the  heart.  It  engages  it  in  frivolous 
purfuits,  and  too  often  links  it,  at  lafl,  in 
lov/  and  criminal  enjoyments.  Solid  wif- 
dom  is  bell  drawn  from  the  fober  and 
thou<^hful  fcenes  of  thehoufe  of  mourninij: 
lor  there  we  learn  to  make  the  moft  juil 
ellimate  of  ourfelves  and  of  the  world. 

Tl:e  hoiifc  of  mourning,  and  tlie  Jioiife  of 
feofcing  are  figurative  exprefiions  periecUy 
in  the  eailern  itile  defigned,  the  former,  to 
fgiiify  thofe  afiliclions  that  call  for  the 
fympathy  and  commiferation  of  the  hu- 
mane and  good  ;  the  latter,  all  high  plea- 
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fares  of  the  fenfual  kind,  efpecially,  if  they 
are  accomDanied  with  fcenes  of  feltivity. 

The  manner  in  which  the  facred  writer 
flates  the  comparifon  between  them,  flrong- 
Iv  fuggells  the  dangerous  influence  of  plea- 
fure.     For,  however  gloomy  and  painful, 
efpecially  to  the  young  and  gay,  the  objects 
^may  be  that  are  preiented  in  the  houfe  of 
mourning,  better  it  is  according  to  him  to 
make  tiie  facrihces  w^hich.  we  muft  make  in 
converfing  with  them,   and   learning   the 
grave  and  ufefui  lelfons  which  are  taught 
there,  than  to  expofe  the  frailty  of  youth- 
ful virtue  to  the  (Ircng  temptations  of  the 
houfe  of  feafting:     This  is  the  cbfervation 
which  I  purpoie  to  illuflrate  and  prefs   in 
the  follov/ino;  dircourfe.     For  akhoucrh  the 
text  recommends  alfo  familiarity  w^ith  thole 
mournful  fcenes  that  call  forth  the  humane 
lympathies  of  the  heart,  and  invite  reileftion 
on  the  vanity  of  the  world ;  yet  it  equally 
conveys  the  inlbrudion  which  I  have  itated. 
And  1  have  chofen  to  confider  it  chiefly  in 
this  light,  becaufe  we  every  where  fee  plea- 
i'liic  acting  upon  the  young  with  fatal  pG^'7- 
c  r,  and  bearing  thei:^   :-r7l-i:!'?]y  down  its 
i.i;DCLuous  ilream. 
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It  is  an  inflruftion  that  deferves  from 
you  the  higher  confideration,  becaufe  i{ 
comes' from  one  who  could  have  no  intereft 
to  rcprefent  rehgion  in  a  gloomy  light — 
who  was  not  a  difappointed  mifanthrope 
railing  at  pleafures  which  he  could  no  lon- 
ger taile,  nor  an  auftere  reclufe  condemning 
from  his  cell  enjoyments  which  he  had  ne- 
ver known.  He  was  a  man  acquainted 
with  the  world,  and  by  no  means  averfe 
from  pleafure.  He  had  even  purfued  it  to 
thofe  extremes  againll  which  he  knev/  fo 
well  to  caution  other  youth  :  and,  when  he 
wrote,  was  in  poiieffion  of  that  power  which 
gave  him  unlimited  command  of  it  in  every 
form  that  inclination  or  fancy  might  de- 
mand. Yet  this  is  the  author  who  cautions 
you  againft  its  dangers — for,  it  v/eakens  that 
v/atchfulnefs  and  guard  which  a  wife  and 
good  man  will  find  it  neceffary  always  to 
maintain  over  hnnfelf — it  lays  the  heart 
open  to  too  ftrong  temptations — it  tends  to 
impair  the  fentiments  of  piety  towards  God 
— it  is  unfriendly  to  the  exercife  of  the  be- 
nevolent affections — it  enfeebles  the  prin- 
ciple of  felf-government — and  lallly,  it  is 
unfavourable  to  thofe  ferious  ref[(i6iions  on 
our  mortal  condition,  an-^  1 ''"'  inilability  of 
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human  things,  fo  ufeml  to  prepare  the  foul 
for  her  future  exillencc,  and  her  immortal 
dellination. 

I.  Much  indulgence  in  pleafure  tends,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  weaken  that  w-atchfulnefs 
and  guard  which  a  wife  and  good  man  will 
find  it  neceffary  always  to  maintain  over 
the  frailty  of  the  heart. 

The  heart,  which  is  the  principle  of  all 
that  is  good  or  ill  in  man,  requires  the  moPc 
perfevermg  vigilance  to  guard  it  againftthe 
accefs  of  temptation.  A  habit  of  profound 
and  ferious  reflection  on  ourfelves,  and  on 
the  real  (late  and  duties  of  life  is  neceffary 
to  impofe  a  conilant  rein  upon  the  palTions, 
and  to  correct  the  illufions  by  which  fancy 
is  always  ready  to  aid  the  errors  of  the 
heart.  The  fcenes  of  delight  prepared  in 
the  houfe  ofof  feaiting  are  little  calculated 
for  thefe  ends.  Reflection  would  mar  en- 
joyments that  depend  upon  the  levity  and 
riot  of  the  fpirits.  Pleafure  feldom  admits 
wifdom  of  her  party.  The  w^and  of  truth 
W'hich  (he  carries  would  deilroy  kli  thofe 
unreal  images,  and  airy  vifions  with  which 
the    deluded    voluptuary    is    fjirounded. 
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There  the  heart  is  thrown  loofe  from  re- 
ftraint,  and  laid  open  to  the  lively  and 
warm  impreflion  of  every  fedracing  idea, 
Gaity  circulates  from  breall  to  breail,  and 
dilhpation  is  held  to  be  neceifary  to  enjoy- 
ment. The  fenfes,  the  fancy,  the  paffions, 
all  heated  and  inflamed,  hurry  it  away, 
deprived  almoll:  of  the  power  of  refinance. 
''  Keep  the  heart  with  ail  diligence,  fays  the 
wife  moralift,  for,  out  of  it  are  the  ifiues  of 
life.''  And  a  good  man  will  find  it  incum- 
bent on  him,  in  partaking  even  of  the  moft 
moderate  pleafures,  to  exert  an  unceahng 
felf-command,  and  to  prefei^-e  a  mind  al- 
ways collefted,  and  awake  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  duty.  His  emotions  he  fliould 
obferve  as  they  begin  to  rife,  he  Ihould  at- 
tentively remark  their  progrefs,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  reprefs  their  firil  tendencies  to 
tranfgrefs  the  temperate  and  lawful  bound 
prefcribed  to  them  by  reafon,  and  religion. 
Examine  then  on  what  fide  you  are  weak- 
eft  and  moft  acceftible  to  evil — there  fix 
your  principal  guard.  When  the  heart  is 
guarded,  temptation  will  afiail  it  in  vain. 
But,  when  lulled  to  fecurity  by  the  foothings 
of  pleafure.  or  tranfported  beyond  itfelf  by 
the  vivacity  of  its  feelings,  or  by  the  fpright- 
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Hnels  of  amiifement,  it  is  ever  liable  to  be 
lurprized  and  overcome.  This  intermiirion 
of  vigilance  and.  care  is  the  more  dangerous 
becaufe  'io  feldom  regarded  as  a  faidt.  Men 
abandon  themfelves  witliout  fufpicion  to 
the  fweet  negleft,  and,  through  the  un- 
guarded avenues  enter  a  mukitude  of  ene- 
mies who  were  only  lying  in  Vv^ait  for  this 
decifive  moment. 

Thefe  dangers  affecl  even  lawful  and! 
tem.perate  indulgences  in  pleafure.  I  fpeak 
not  here  of  thofe  who  make  the  houfe  of 
feafling  a  fcene  of  riot — who  defignedly 
renounce  refleftion — who  fit  down  to  full- 
nefs  and  intoxication,  and  who  rife  to  iewd- 
nefs  and  diforder.  On  fuch  inftruftioii 
V70uld  be  loft.  To  them  diiTolute  pleafure 
has  done  more  than  break  down  the  fences 
of  the  heart,  it  has  deflroyed  the  heart  itfelf. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  f^jeak  to  thofe  who 
enter  the  lioufe  of  feaiiins^  with  the  mod 
innocent  intentions — who  are  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  make  war  upon  piety  and  decency ; 
but,  who  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  frailty  of  the  heart,  and  the  force 
of  the  pafiions.  Them  I  would  warn  or' 
fnares  that  they  do  not  fufpe6i:,  and  of  dan^- 
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gers  that  may.  furprife  them  before  they  arc 
aware.  ^, 

II.  Pleafure  not  only  impairs  the  guard 
■which  a  wife  man  {hould  conftantly  mam- 
tain  over  his  heart,  but  often  lays  it  open  to 
too  ftrong  temptations. 

Temptation,  always  dangerous  to-  the 
imperfect  virtue  of  man,  is  peculiarly  fo  in 
the  houfe  of  feafling.  There  the  fenfes, 
and  the  pallions  become  excited,  and  fur- 
round  their  objecls  with  a  fedu6tive  colour- 
ing. The  glow  of  imagination  raifes  a  fpe- 
cies  of  inchantment  around  the  votary  of 
pleafure,  and  his  pafiions  are  growing  eve- 
ry moment  more  mipetuous  and  ungovern- 
able. 

A  good  man,  who  would  preferve  the 
purity  of  his  mind,  fliould,  as  far  as  is  poffi- 
ble  for  human  prudence,  avoid  thofe  fcenes 
where  temptation  acquires  unufual  force  ; 
or  if,  fometimes  called  to  enter  them,  it  be- 
comes him  to  fummon  to  liis  aid  reafon, 
experience,  and  all  the  power  of  pious  fen- 
timent,  to  prevent  the  firit  incautious  wan- 
dering of  the  heart  and  fancy,  and  to  keep 
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them  clearly  within  that  dubious  limit  that 
ftparates  vice  from  virtue.  Approaching 
this  critical*  point,  they  often  kindle  with  a 
fudden  and  unexpected  ardor,  and  hurry 
him  beyond  the  moderation  which  he  in- 
tended to  obferve.  One  imprudent  indul- 
gence invites  another — The  gates  of  the 
citadel  are  thrown  open,  and  in  rufh  an 
hoife  of  enemies.  Of  this  David  affords  us 
an  inftru6tive  and  affecting  example.  And 
we  fiiil  read  with  fympathy,  and  comraife- 
ration  for  his  deep  arliiftion,  the  hiltory  of 
that  pious  and  amiable  prince  whofe  latter 
days  v/ere  filled  with  bitternefs  and  tears 
for  having  only  once  incautioully  courted  a 
temptation,  and  once  indulged  a  pleafure, 
to  which  he  was  ftrongly  invited  by  the 
profperity  of  his  fortune. 

How  much  more  certainly  will  pleafure 
corrupt  thofe  who  enter  its  purlieus  without 
circumfpeftion,  and  expofe  thcmfelves  to  all 
the  dangerous  force  of  thofe  temptations 
that  meet  the  young  and  unwary  in  the 
houfe  of  feafling  ?  Here  example,  fympa- 
thy of  feeling,  the  arts  of  fedu6tion,  all  the 
allurements  of  ingenuity,  all  the  decorations 
that  v/it  can  give  to  vice,  unite  their  influ- 
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ence  to  betray  the  heart.  Here  it  is  that 
youth  fo  often  lay  afide  their  early  fimpli- 
city  and  modeily,  and  turn  apoftates  from- 
virtue.  Do  you  behold  a  profligate  young 
man  ?  Afk,  where  v/as  he  lirll  corrupted  r^ 
It  was  probably  in  the  midll  of  the  pleafures 
and  amufements  of  the  houfe  of  feaftin?. 
Where  did  his  paflionj  firil  kindle  with  a 
nev/,  and  unknown  ardor,  and  his  heart 
form  the  loofe  purpofe?  VVas  it  not  in 
the  houfe  of  feailing  where  temptation  in- 
vited, where  appetite  impelled,  and  where 
the  licentious  itrain  of  converfation  encou- 
raged his  widi  ?  Where  did. he  firli  hear 
thofe  principles  defended  that  favour  the 
diforders  of  the  palhons,  and  remove  from 
tliem  all  the  reihaints  of  religion?  Where 
did  he  learn  at  length  to  fport  them  himfelf,. 
while,  perhaps,  his  heart  yet  fmote  him  for. 
his  impiety,  and  falfnood  ?  Was  it  not  in 
the  houfe  of  feafling  whence  difiipation  had 
baniihed  wifdom  and  prudence  ?  where  the 
fons  of  folly  were  ambitious  of  fhining  by 
an  impious  and  impertinent  wit,  and  fought 
admiration  from  one  another  by  the  mod 
frivolous  qualities  ?  Where,  at  lall,  did 
principles  become  totally  perverted,  and 
no  longer  impofc  any  curb  upon  the  licen- 
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liGufners  of  manners  ?  Was  it  not  in  the 
midll:  of  thofe  fcenes  of  grofs  pleafure  ^  here 
the  mind,  inveloped  in  the  miih  of  pa  [on, 
fees  falfhood  as  truth — where  reafon,  bribed 
by  the  heart,  defends  the  innocence  of  eve- 
ry indulgence — and  where  the  example  of 
others  contributes  to  render  it  confident  in 
error  ?  Ah  !  temptation  acquires  a  dan- 
gerous, and  often  a  fatal  power  in  the  iioufe 
of  feafting — It  lurks  in  all  the  avcnuf  i  that 
lead  to  it.  Youth,  who  incautioully  (  pofe 
themfelves  to  its  fnare.^,  or  yield  to  im- 
prelfions,  are  haflening  to  ruin. 

On  the  other  hand,  does  not  wiidu  r:  re-. 
quire  that  we  fliould  occafionally  ente-  in- 
to the  houfe  of  mournino'  and  s^row  fami- 
liar  tliere  with  thofe  ferious  and  thoughtful 
fcenes  that  prefent  to  us  inftruBive  leffons 
on  the  vanity  of  the  v/orld  ?  There  every 
objeft  contributes  to  abate  the  immoderate 
ardor  of  the  paffions,  and  to  dived  the  al- 
lurements to  vice  of  their  falfe  charms. 
There  we  behold  all  that  attracled  ambi- 
tion, or  that  nouriflied  pride  levelled  to  the 
dufl.  Blalled  perhaps  are  the  objefts  of 
unlawful  defire — andthe  defires  themfelves 
feem,  for  the  moment  to  be  extinguiflied. 
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Silent  the  impious  tongue  that,  profaned 
rehgion,  and  that  jelled  with  eternity. 
Gone  to  her  account  that  fpirit  that,  in  life, 
may  have  forgotten  her  eternal  dehination, 
and  fought  only  a  vain  and  momentary 
happinels  among  the  deceitful  and  fugitive 
joys  of  fenfe.  (3  my  foul !  is  this  the  end 
of  all  the  gilded  profpecls  of  vice  and  folly ! 
If  temptation  is  ever  too  Itrong  for  thee, 
turn  to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  and  the 
views  that  are  there  prefented  will  corretl 
it. 

III.  Scenes  of  pleafure  and  indulgence 
tend,  in  the  next  place,  to  impair  the  fen- 
timents  of  piety. 

The  folemnity  of  the  ideas,  and  the  puri- 
ty of  the  fentiments  Vvhich  form  the  fpirit 
of  true  devotion,  illy  accord  with  the  light 
fantaftic  joys  of  the  houfe  of  fealling,  or 
with  the  dilfipations  of  a  fenfual  heart. 
Not  only  do  thefe  fcenes  tend  to  impair  or 
to  fet  afide  the  holy  offices  of  religion,  but 
frequently  we  fee  them  dillurb  the  whole 
order  and  econom.y  of  life  ?  The  regula- 
rity of  families  is  deranged — The  rational 
and  ufeful  didribution  of  time  is  ne2le6red — 
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Every  moment  is  left  to  be  employed  as  ac- 
cident, or  caprice  .may  prompt — Hardly 
any  portion  remains  for  the  purpofes  of  mi- 
provement,  or  for  fuliilling  the  grave  and 
important  duties  that  belong  to  us  as  reafon- 
able  men,  and  as  chriitians — See  thefe  giddv 
children  of  folly  hailening  continually  from 
pleafure  to  pleafure.  Hardly  are  they  re- 
covered from  the  fatio;ues  of  one  till    thc^;^ 

.0  .         „         •" 

are  agam  engroded  m  preparations  for  the 
next  fcene  as  if  thele  were  the  great  con- 
cerns oi  hfe.  As  frivolous  and  idle  as  their 
employments  is  the  whole  itrain  of  their 
converfation — Ah  !  in  the  midll  of  fo  manv 
vanitie'^,  where  are  the  thouglits  of  God  our 
Maker? 

A  continual  fuccellion  of  pleafures  is  apt 
to  efface  fi'om  the  mind  that  fentiment  of 
dependence  upon  the  Creator  fo  becommg 
our  (late.  The  proud,  ungrateful  heart  01 
man  receives  the  blelungs  of  divine  provi- 
dence without  recoenizincj  their  author. 
He  greedily  devours  them,  and  then  forgets, 
or  fpurns  the  hand  that  bellows  them. 
AiHiction  is  the  fchool  of  thankfulnefs  as 
V7cll  as  of  wifdom.  The  mind,  hum^bled 
by  fullering,  enjoys  thefmalleft  mercy  with 
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gratitude ;  wliile  the  richeft,  by  proud  un- 
thinking pro(|3erity,  is  firft  abufed,  and  then 
forgotten.  It  misfortune  has  not  yet  touch- 
ed you,  go  and  contemplate  it  in  the  lot  of 
others.  There  comtemplaie  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  and  the  imperfeftion  of  ail 
human  enjoyments  feparated  from  religion. 
Realize  the  neceflity  of  making  God  your 
friend  v/hen  the  world  forfakes  you.  Men 
nurfed  in  pleafure  feel  not  the  fame  motives 
which  the  weary  and  afflicled  feel  to  feek  a 
refui,»^e  in  the  boiom  of  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies  from  the  llorms  that  .vex  the  world. 
In  the  houfe  of  m^ourning  we  naturally  lift 
cur  hearts  to  God  as  the  friend  of  the 
wretched.  Vve  iee  how  blefied  his  portion 
is  whole  chief  good  remains  unimpaired 
amidil  the  wreck  of  all  his  other  comforts — 
and  who  is  able  to  fay,  "  I  Vvdll  go  to  God 
my  exceeding  joy.  In  the  time  of  trouble 
he  will  hide  me  in  his  pavilion.  When  my 
father  and  my  mother  forfake  me,  then  the 
Lord  will  take  me  up."*  Such  pious  emo- 
tions are  not  the  natural  grow^th  of  the 
houfe  of  feafUng.  The  heart,  fatisf  ed  with 
the  low  and  feverifh  enjoyments  of  lenfe, 

<^-  Pfalms  xliii.  4 — 27.  5,  jo. 
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afpires  not  to  feek  more  pure  and  fpiritual 
foiirces  of  delight.  And  aniidil:  the  prido 
of  life,  and  in  the  very  theatre  of  vanity, 
Yfe  ihaii  look  in  vain  tor  thcfe  elevated  and 
holy  afietlions  tliat  ally  the  foul  to  Heaven, 
or  for  thole  lentiments  of  huniiity  that 
connect  a  dependent  being  with  the  Creator. 

IV.  Kigh  and  con^ant  pleafares  are  un- 
friendly to  the  benevolent  arfeftions.  They 
tend  to  contract  and  harden  the  heart.  1  he 
imDortunities  of  want,  the  fiq;hs  of  vv^retch- 
ednef;  are  unwelcome  intruders  on  the  joy- 
ous feilival.  How^  often  do  the  happy 
thrull  from  their  doors  the  children  of  mi- 
fery,  or  leave  them,  like  Lazarus,  forgotten 
at  the  gate  ?  On  the  lowly  and  dillrelsful 
vale  ot  iiie  fupercilicu';  prosperity  is  inclin- 
ed to  look  down  with  indifference  or  con- 
tempt. Having  gained  an  elevation  to 
which  the  clouds  never  afcend,  it  is  little 
moved  at  the  tern  pells  that  beat  on  the  cot- 
tages below.  To  whom  ihall  tl:e  miferable 
apply  for  that  fympathy  that  is  neceiiary 
to  relieve  their  alTiictions?  Who  are  they 
who  are  difpofed  to  feek  out  the  retreats  of 
ibrrow  and  diiirefs,  and  to  adminiiler  there 
thcfe   confolations  which  the  aiiii^ied  re- 
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quire  ?  Are  they  thofe  who  have  been  m 
ed  in  the  lap  of  indulgence  and  pleafiir^  ? 
Are  rliey  not  thofe  who  have  them  (elves 
been  educated  in  the  fchool  of  misfortune, 
2nd  who  have  been  taught,  by  their  own 
feelings,  the  claims  offuffering  humanity? 
/  re  they  not  thofe  who  often  turn  afide 
from  the  profperous  courfe  v/hich  provi- 
dence permits  them  to  hold  through  life, 
to  vifit  the  receptacles  of  human  wretched- 
nefs,  and  to  carry  comfort  into  the  habita- 
tions of  penury  and  difeafe  ?  Vv  ho  learn 
here  to  feel  Vvliat  is  due  to  human  nature  ? 

Pleafare  is  felFifn — attra£ling  every  thing 
into  its  own  center,  it  loofens  the  bonds  of 
fociety.  Hence  it  is  that  luxury  hallens 
the  ruin  of  nations  in  proportion  as  it  makes 
the  love  of  pleafure  the  reigning  charaHer 
of  their  manners.  Man  is  rendered  fecial 
by  his  wants  and  fufferings.  The  mixture 
of  evil  in  the  condition  of  human  life,  con- 
tributes to  unite  the  world  by  the  moll:  ten- 
der and  powerful  ties.  Mankind  are  link- 
ed tofiCther,  and  endeared  to  one  another 
by  the  mutual  need  and  cxercife  of  kind- 
nefs.  Perhaps  a  condition  mixed  with  af- 
ilidion  like  the  prefent,  and  fuch  a  difci- 
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pline  of  fymparhv  as  v/e  experience  in  this 
world,  is  neceiiary  to  culiivate  the  foul  to 
that  high  pitch  of  benevolence,  and  to  pre- 
pare it  for  thole  exalted  unions  that  ihall 
take  pk\ce  in  the  celeilial  flate.  Seldom 
will  callous  profperity,  that  has  n~ver 
known  a  change,  deign  to  lied  a  tear  over 
the  calamities  of  the  unfortunate,  and  even 
whenpromptedby  vanity.or  urged  by  fhame, 
it  extends  a  hand  to  relieve  them,  it  is  bene- 
ficent Vv^ithout  charity.  ■  If  we  would  culii- 
vate the  benevolent  affeclions,  and  bring  to 
perfection  thofe  humane  and  generous  fym-^^^^ 
pathies  which  fo  well  becom.e  our  ^^tu^^")H|^B 
and  are  fo  neceflary  and  fo  ornamental  toT'^'" 
our  fcate,  we  m-ult  not  dwell  frequently  or 
long  in  the  houfe  of  fealling. 

V.  Its  pleafures  tend,  in  the  next  place, 
to  enfeeble  the  principle  of  felf-govern- 
ment. 

Self-denial  is  necelfary  to  felf-command. 
If  our  defires  are  not  frequently  checked, 
and  always  kept  within  the  bounds  of  mod- 
eration, they  become,  like  children  fp oiled 
by  exceifive  indulgence,  impatient  ot  con- 
troul,  and   prone  to  every   criminal  and 
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dangerous  licence.  Thofe  who  wifely  edu- 
cate youth,  accuftom  them  early  to  re- 
ftraint,  and  to  iuDmit  iinpiicitiy  to  the  rea* 
fon  and  the  will  oi  diolc  whom  ay-e  and  ex- 

o 

perience  entitle  to  govern,  that,  when  their 
own  reafon  comes  to  take  the  command, 
they  may  be  abie  to  ooey  the  rellraints 
which  prudence  and  v/ildom  Vv  ill  find  it  ne- 
ceiTary  to  impofe.upon  their  paihons  and 
their  conduct.  Such  is  the  purpofe  alfj  of 
that  corre6iive  dilbipline,  by  wmcli  it  plea- 
fes  divine  provicence  to  piepare  imperfecl 
men,  who  are  here  but  in  the  childliood  of 
their  exigence,  for  the  ftate  of  perfect  rea- 
fon, and  of  perfecl  virtue  in  the  heavens. 
In  the  midil  of  moderate  enjoyments,  and 
correcled  appetites,  the  fcntiments  of  duty 
have  opportunity  firmly  to  root  themleh  es, 
and  to  acquire  afcendency  among  the  other 
principles  of  the  heart.  Unreitramed  in- 
dulgence corrupts  them.  And  the  pahions, 
growing  inflamed  and  ungovernable,  hurry 
aw^ay  their  weak  captives  over  all  the  fences 
of  prudence  as  w-eii  as  of  piety. 

Moderation  and  felf-denial  are  not  lefs 
neceilary  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  plealhre 
than  to  the  proper  L'^cverninent  of  ourfelves. 
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When  pleafureis  the  foleobjeft  of  piirruit, 
its  enjoyirents  ioon  grow  inupid  by  excefs. 
1  he  appetites  precipitate  themfelves  upon 
indulgence,  and  weary  themfelves  with  de- 
light. Hence  their  gratification  is  often 
dalhed  with  difgufl,  and  often  followed  by 
remorfe.  Abitinence  is  necelTary  to  re- 
Rore  the  tone  of  nature,  and  to  create  the 
highed  relilh  even  of  the  pleafures  of  fenfe. 
Vvhen  ufeful  employment  makes  up  the 
main  bufinefs  of  lire,  thole  moderate  and 
lawful  enjo.  ments  that  are  interpofed  to 
unbend  the  f  -ing  of  the  mind,  are  tailed 
with  the  pureii  and  moll:  exquifite  fatisfac- 
tion.  Ai^d  if  occafionally  v/e  retire  to  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  its  afiecling  fcenes  are 
calculated  to  nouriih  that  tendernefs  and 
fenfibility  of  heart  which  is  the  happieil: 
foil  in  which  to  plant  all  the  moral,  fenti- 
mental,  and  fecial  pleafures. 

An  important  quality  in  the  government 
of  ourfelves,  is  tl  e  power  of  firmnefs  and 
conftancy  of  mind  in  enduring  the  necefia- 
ry  evils  of  life.  Youth,  vv^ho  have  always 
been  flattered  and  foftened  by  pieafure, 
who  have  had  every  deli  re  gratified  as  foon 
as  it  arofe,  who  have  hardly  knovrn  what 
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difappointment  is,  are  little  prepared  to 
eriCounter  thofe  adverfe  events  of  Provi- 
dence, which  fooner  or  later  muit  prel'ent 
themfelves  to  every  traveller  through  this 
mournful  and  uncertain  pilgrimage. — 
However  fercne  end  pleafant  the  morning 
of  life  may  commence,  clouds  will  often 
overcafl  the  day,  orv/ill  mofl  certainly  co- 
ver the  evenins;^  with  darknefs  and  sfloom. 
If  your  path  now  winds  along  a  fmiling 
plain  in  the  midll  of  flowers,  it  v/ill  foon 
lead  you  into  a  barren  delert  fdled  with 
briars  and  thorns,  or  prefent  to  you  fright- 
ful precipices  from  which  you  will  hardly 
efcape.  Difappointments  you  m.uft  meet, 
mortifications  you  muft  endure,  diilrefsful 
reverfes  you  oudit  to  expeft.  What  af- 
fli6tion  are  they  preparing  for  themfelves 
who  now  will  dwell  only  in  the  houfe  of 
feafling?  Conftant  pleafure  induces  a  weak- 
nefs  of  mind  that  augments  the  prellure  of 
the  multiplied  and  unavoidable  calamities 
that  belong  to  our  flate.  In  that  cafe,  un- 
locked for  reverfes  v/ill  overwlielm  you 
v/ith  a  dreadful  v/cight — if  you  would  a8: 
your  part  v/ith  dignity  in  the  world,  and 
not  weakly  hnk  under  its  misfortunes,  ac- 
cuilom    yourfclf  to    look   forward    to   its 
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changes,  and  feriouily  to  confider  the  mix- 
ed condition  of  human  Hie.  Early  learn 
to  forego  your  own  inclinations,  when  duty 
requires  it ;  and  to  preferve  them  at  all 
times,  under  the  perfetl  controul  of  reafon. 
Often  enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourning, 
and  there  meditate  on  the  dark  fcenes  of 
human  nature.  Vifit  the  receptacles  of 
poverty  and  want — attend  the  couches  of 
difeafe  and  pain — liften  to  the  fighs  of  the 
friendleis  and  the  wretched — look  on  the 
melancholy  trophies  of  death — let  the  cries 
of  mourners  who  lament  the  lofs  of  all  that 
was  dear  to  them  on  earth  touch  vour  I'vm- 
pathy — reflect  on  the  tears  that  ^re  (hed  in 
fecret,  and  on  the  thoufand  namelefs  griefs 
that  vrring  the  hearts  of  the  unliappy.  By 
fcenes  like  thefe  chaften  yourfeives,  and,  by 
becoming  familiar  with  aitliclion,  prepare 
vour  mind  with  fortitude  to  meet  thofe 
changes  which  may  be  referved  for  you  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence.  If  it  Ihould 
pleafe  God  to  cultivate  your  patience  and 
conftancy  in  the  fchool  of  fuffering,  regard  it 
as  a  proof  of  his  paternal  care.  Every  fuch 
trial  will  be  difarminsr  for  you  the  force  of 
thole  crrcat  calamities  that  (ink  feeble  minds 
to  the  duil,  and  preparing  you,  with  calm- 
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nefs  and  refignatlon,  to  approach  the  clofe 
of  life,  a  period  fo  formidable  to  the  foft 
and  guilty  fons  of  pleafure. — The  grace  of 
God,  fantiifying  the  heart,  and  cultivating 
within  it  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  immortality, 
is  the  only  efleftual  preparative  for  a 
peaceful  and  happy  death.  But  the  holy 
fpiritufes  as  valuable  and  necehary  auxilia- 
ries of  his  influences,  the  affeCtinp-  medita- 
tions,  and  the  felf-denying  duties  v/hich  I 
liave  here  recommended.  Certain  it  is  that 
thofe  who  form  to  themfelves  the  mod  flat- 
tering profpecls  in  the  houfe  of  fealling, 
and  cherifli  only  thofe  gay  hopes  that  are 
apt  to  brighten  upon  them  there,  muft,  in 
the  progrefs  of  life,  meet  with  many  cruel 
and  overwhelming  difappointments  which 
they  will,  by  no  means,  be  prepared  to 
endure. 

Without  a  firm  and  Heady  felf-command, 
'and  many  felf-denials,  no  great  attainments 
can  be  made  in  the  befl  and  moil  valuable 
qualities  of  human  nature.  When  pleafure 
is  left  to  form  the  charafter  it  foon  dellrovs 
whatever  is  amiable  or  refpe^iable  in  youth. 
See  a  young  man  who  has  purfued  only 
'fafhionable  amufements !     Wlvdt  frivolity. 
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what  ignorance,  what  conceit,  wliat  inanity 
mark  his  charafter,  and  render  him  con- 
temptible in  the  eftcem  of  tiie  wife  and 
good!  What  an  unfurnifhed  mind !  what 
lifclefs  talents  !  what  an  infipid  and  unllea- 
dy  heart !  But  if  he  has  plunged  deep  in 
the  ftream  of  pleafure,  frivolity  and  unitea- 
dinefs  focn  become  its  lightell  faults. 
Loaded  with  treachery,  deceit,  and  every 
bafenefs,  it  haflens  to  fink  into  the  dreo-s  of 
vice.  If  the  bloom  and  vivacity  of  youth 
(hould  calf  a  veil  over  thefe  defefts  for  a 
time,  what  infignificance,  what  contempt 
are  they  preparing  for  age  ! — v/hat  melan- 
choly and  gloom  for  declining  health,  and 
impotent  years  ! — what  bitter,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  what  vain  repentance  for  a  dying 
bed ! 

VI.  PIcafure  is  unfavourable,  in  the  laft 
place,  to  thofe  ferious  relleftions  on  our 
mortality,  and  on  the  inflability  of  all  hu- 
man things  which  are  fo  ufeful  to  prepare 
the  foul  for  her  immortal  derlination. 

The  image  of  death  w^ould  frown  on  the 
gaieties  of  the  houfe  of  feailing,  and  dafh 
them    w^ith    unfeafonable    meiancholy.— 
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Strangely  imporUinate,  and  unmindful  of 
propriety  would  lie  be  thought  to  be  who 
ihould  infmuate  a  thought  of  dying  where 
all  were  devoted  to  felHvity  and  rnirth.  Ah ! 
that  folemn  and  eventful  moment  is  haften- 
ing  on.  The  riot  of  the  fpirits  may  hide  it 
from  your  view,  but  cannot  retard  it.  And, 
with  a  fearful  furprize  it  v/ill  overtake  thofe 
\v"ho  have  not  expecled  its  approach. 

Little  more  Vv^elcome  will  the  thoughts 
even  of  the  felicities  of  Heaven  find  among 
fuch  fcenes  of  levity  and  folly.  Vv' ith  thefe, 
their  pure  and  holy  nature  cannot  be  allo- 
ciated.  And  the  heart  that  adores  the  one 
v/ill  be  cold  and  indifferent  to  the  other. 
We  are  connefted  with  this  world  by  the 
imprelfions  of  fenfe,  and  with  the  world  to 
come  only  by  the  power  of  refleftion. 
Hence,  in  the  houfe  of  fealling,  where  the 
fenfes  are  all  heated  and  inflamed,  and  re- 
fieflion  almoft  excluded,  the  prefent  obtains 
an  infinite  advantage  over  the  future.  Eter- 
nity is  forgotten,  and  the  grave  at  laft  opens 
upon  us  by  furprize.  As  death  is  the  inevi- 
table lot  of  human  nature,  and  all  things 
here  are  haflening  to  a  period,  how  Vvife 
wo.uld  it  be  often  to  retire  from  the  circle 
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of  amufement,  and  to  frrow  familiar  v/itli 
thefe  ferious  truths  in  the  hou.fe  of  mourn- 
ing. There  we  may  learn  to  meet  our  own 
change  in  peace,  and  be  prepared  to  pafs 
with  hope  to  the  great  tribunal.  There  w^e 
may  cultivate  that  lively  faith  in  the  merci- 
ful Redeemer  of  the  world,  that  v/i!l  ihed 
light  and  joy  on  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of 
death,  and  wholly  remove  thofe  ignoble 
and  impious  fears  of  dying  that  difcompofe 
the  latter  end  of  fmners.  There  we  may 
contemplate  the  vain,  the  tranfitory,  and 
uncertain  nature  of  earthly  thino-s  that  are 
unworthy  to  attach  our  hearts.  It  is  only 
when  we  recolletl  that  we  are  united  to  this 
v/orld  by  a  momentary  tie,  and  to  the  v/orld 
to  come  by  eternal  relations,  that  w^e  (hall 
defpife,  as  reafonable  beings  ought  to  do, 
the  fantaPiic  occupations  of  the  diffipated 
and  the  idle,  and  cultivate  the  folid  and 
immortal  hopes  of  piety.  Thefe  are  leiTons 
not  taught  in  the  houfe  of  feafting.  There 
man  feems  to  pofTefs  a  power  of  happinefs 
independent  and  fecure — tlie  vicifitudes, 
and  the  period  of  life,  are  hidden  behind 
the  mills  in  which  fenfual  pleafures  involve 
the  reafon.  He  is  lured  on  ilep  by  fiep,  in 
a  fatal  oblivion  of  eternity  till  the  dreadful 
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moment  when  he  is  called  all  unprepared 
to  plunge  into  it. 

The  whole  objeft  of  the  prefent  difcourfe 
is  ,to  teach  us  caution  and  moderation  in 
indulging  the  pleafures  of  fenfe.  Univer- 
fally  criminal  they  are  not — On  this  fubjeft 
the  Creator  has  indicated  his  will  by  the 
po^sxrs  of  enjoyment  with  which  we  are 
endued,  and  tlie  objects,  evidently  defigned 
to  gratify  them,  with  which  we  are  fur- 
rounded.  But,  liable  to  great  abufe  through 
the  infirmity  and  corruption  of  human  na- 
ture, they  require  to  be  reilrained  by  a  firm 
and  conitant  rein.  There  is  a  moderate 
bound  v/ithin  which  they  are  lawful. 
Chearlulnefs  is  a  virtue — though  levity  is 
a  vice — Amufement,  enjoyed  as  a  relaxa- 
tion from  the  grave  and  important  duties 
of  life,  is  to  be  allowed — diiOpation,  as  an 
enemy  to  all  good  principle,  is  to  be  con- 
dem.ned.  Temperate  pleafures  may  be  ren- 
^dered  favourable  not  only  to  the  enjoy- 
ments, but  the  duties  of  life — inordinate  in- 
dulgence leads  to  the  proftraiion  of  every 
generous  and  noble  affection  of  the  l^eart. 
The  blcflings  of  providence,  tailed  v/ith 
moderation  and  received  v;ith  thankfulncfs. 
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ferve  to  flrengtlien  the  principle  of  piety — 
abufed  to  intemperance,  they  corrupt,  and 
at  length,  deilroy  both  body  and  foul. 

Life  is  a  ferious  thing.  It  is  the  com- 
mencement of  an  endlefs  beinij.  It  is  the 
only  period  of  our  probation  for  immorta- 
lity. Ever)'  action  here  is  impreffing  fome 
charafter  upon  our  defliny.  And  the  whole 
feries  of  our  conduct  in  time  is  to  form  the 
fubjecl  of  one  vafl  reckoning  at  the  bar  of 
God.  Although  the  chearfulnefs  of  con- 
fcious  innocence,  and  the  ferenity  of  pious 
hope  become  a  good  man,  levity  is  unluita- 
ble  to  his  (late.  And  frequent  entrance 
into  the  light  and  thoughtlefs  fcenes  of  the 
houfe  of  fealling,  even  in  youth,  is  unwor- 
thy a  rational  and  immortal  beino-  who  is 
encompaiTed  with  fuch  ferious  profpecls, 
and  has  duties  of  fuch  high  importance  to 
fulfil.  With  referve,  therefore,  indulo-e 
pleafure.  Never  facrifice  to  it  one  duty 
either  to  God,  or  to  man.  Preferve,  in 
your  lawful  amufements,  a  colle£led 
mind,  habitually  attentive  to  the  great  def- 
tinations  of  life.  Chafcen  your  joy,  knov/- 
ing  that,  for  every  idle  word,  and  for  eveiy 
idle  thought,  you  mull  render  an  account. 
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Remember  the  prefence  of  God,  and  join 

trembling  with  your  mirth. — Look  forward 

to  that  period,  not  far  remote,  when  the 

fun,  the  moon,  or  the  Jiars  Jliall  no  longer 

fiine  on  your  tabernacle — when  the  fiver 

cord  of  life  fiall  be  loofed,  and  the  golden 

howl  JJuill  be  broken,  xohen  the  Irail  pitcher 

fiall  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  the  wheel 

broken  at  the  ciftern — then  Jliall  the  duji  return 

to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  Jliall 

return  to  God  who  gave  it.^     Meditations 

*  Eccles.  xii.  This  is  a  fine  colledtlon  of  images  in  the 
eafteria  ftile  to  exprefs  the  period  of  life.  Tie  thread  of  life 
is  a  familiar  image  in  the  poetry  of  all  nations,  which  is 
here  reprefented  as  ay?/'^'i?r  fsr.'/for  its  precioufncfs  and  deli- 
cacy. The  only  part  of  the  imagery  which  will  be  obfcure 
to  an  American  or  European  reader  is  the  follov/ing — mohen 
the  pitcher  f  jail  he  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  the  <voheel  foall  he 
broken  at  the  ciflern.  In  the  fouth  of  Afia  and  in  Egypt, 
where  there  were  few  dreams,  water,  fo  neceifary  for  the 
ufes  and  fuilenance  of  life,was  fought  for  in  wells,  or  collefhed 
in  cifterns.  From  hence  it  was  drawn  with  pitchers  or  other 
fimilar  vefTcls,  by  young  maidens,  or  the  daughters  of  the 
faniily,  for  domeftic  ufes  ;  or,  it  was  raifed  by  a  wheel,  and 
diftributed  into  the  troughs  and  refervoirs  at  which  the 
herds  came  to  drink. — When  the  pitcher,  that  had  fo  often 
gone  and  returned  fafe,  was  at  laft  broken  at  the  fountain — 
when  the  wheel,  that  raifed  the  flood  from  the  ciftern,  and 
threw  it  along  the  Channels  prepared  for  the  cattle,  was  de- 
ftroyed,  the  waters  \vere  no  longer  collefled.  Thefe  refrefh- 
ing  ftreams,  fo  neceifary  to  the  comfort  and  fuftenanpe  of  na- 
ture, ceafed  to  flow.  Thefe  circumftances  are  empifiiyfed  as 
figures,  fimplc  but  beautiful,  to  exprefs  the  rupture  of  that 
frail  veffel  that- contains  the  fountain  of  life  ;  or  the  ccfiaiiou 
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on  death  do  not  difturb  the  innocent,  they 
alarm  only  the  guihy  confcicnce — They  co 
not  cover  hfe  \vith  gloom,  and  deuroy  its 
pleafures,  as  the  Hcentious  imagine — They 
only  render  pleafure  temperate  and  Vv'ife. 
Frequently  enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
ing— and,  always,  when  it  comes  in  compe- 
tition with  the  houfe  of  feaftin^,  ijive  the 
preference  to  this  fchool  of  humanity  and 
ferioufnefs— ^t?r  it  is  the  end  of  all  men,  and 

the  living  -cjcill  lay  it  to  his  heart. Thefe 

feafons  of  tender  and  virtuous  grief  may 
nourilh  pious  refleciions,  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity the  hopes  and  difpofitions  of  heaven, 
that  would  have  decayed  and  periiiied  a- 
midil  the  ardent  and  barren  pleafures  of 
fenfe.  Happy  they  who,  by  the  Jadacfs  of 
the  coimtenattce  have  the  heart-  made  better — 
who  arc  taught,  by  the  affiiidions  that  are 
in  the  world  to  look  far  above  its  tranfitory 


of  tla2  afiion  of  the  Iieart  that  throws  its  precious  flreams 
^  along  the  channels  of  the  veins.  Thofe  who  confult  the 
commentators  on  this  paffage,  vrill  find,  in  the  greater  patt 
of  them,  many  infipid  and  ridiculous  criticifms,  as  if  the 
.  facred  writer,  inftcad  of  employing  a  beautiful  poetical 
image,  intended  to  give  us  a  pedantic  and  enigmatical  fyf- 
tem  of  anatomy. 

M 
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and  unfatisfying  joys,  to  the  eternal  habi- 
tations of  the  juIl  and  the  throne  of  the 
living  God,  in  whofe  prejcnce  is  Jidlnejs  cj 
joy,  and  at  whofe  right  hand  are  pleajures 
for  ever  more. 

AMEN  ! 


DISCOURSE     IV. 


THE     P.ICH     MAN      AND     LAZARUG» 


S(SjS!=?=- 


Luke  xvi.  ig — 26. 

i'^'T^HERE  Vv'as  a  certain  rich  man  who 
X  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen, , 
and  fared  fumptuouily  every  day — and 
there  was  a  certain  beggar  named  Lazarus 
wh.o  was  laid  at  his  gate  full  of  fores  and 
defiring  to  be  fed  vvdth  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  the  rich  mean's  table — moreover^ 
the  dogs  come  and  licked  his  fores.  And  it 
came  to  pafs  that  the  beggar  died,  and  was 
carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's  bofom. 
The  rich  man  alfo  died  and  was  buried. 
And  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in 
torments,  and  feeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
Lazarus  in  his  bofom.  /  nd  he  cried  and 
faid,  father  Abraham !  have  mercy  on  me, 
:md  kml  Lazarus  that  he  may  dip  the  tip 
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of  his  finjier  in  -^vater  -and  cocl  my  tongue, 
lor  I  am  tormented  .Isirthis  flame.  But 
Abraham  laid,  Son  !  remember  that  thou, 
in  thy  life  time^^rcceivedfi.  thy  good  things, 
and  hkewife,  Lazarus  evil  things — but  now 
jiC  is  comforLed,  and  thou  art  tormented. 
And  befides  all  this,  between  us  and  you 
there  is  a  great  gulph  hx-ed,  fo  that  they 
who  would  pafs  from'  hence  to  you  cannot, 
neither  can  they  pafs  to  us  wiio  would  come 
from  thence.'"' 

This  parable  contains  the  moral  hidory 
of  a  foft  and  effeminate  voluptuary.  His 
attire,  his  table,  and  his  equipage  difplayed 
tlie  magnihcence,  and  luxury  of  a  prince. 
./-/:'  was  clothed  in  pur  pic,. and  fine  linnen,  and 
fared  Jumptuoufly.  every  day,^'  But,  in  the 
midll  of  that  fplendor,  and  felf-enjoyment 
he  feems  to  have  for?' otten  the  threat  end  of 
living-.     Rendered 'unmindful  oi  his  Creator 

o 

and  of  the  fufferings  of  his  fellow  creatures, 
by  an  abufe  of  mercies  derived  only  from 

*  Purple  was  the  colour  appropriated,  .in  that  age,  to 
princely  rank.  And,  as  the  manufacliire  of  linnen  was 
then  only  in  its  infancy,  it  was  not  introduced  as  an  article 
of  ordinary  drefs.  The  wearing  oi  fins  lhu:en  therefore  was 
confidered  as  a  proof  of  ihc  grcateil  v^'calth,  or  the  great  eft 
luxury. 
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the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  v*-hich  ought  to 
have  been  employed  to  the  purpofes  of  dI- 
ety  and  charity ;  -he  appears  to  have  been 
intoxicated  with  his  good  fortune,  and  to 
have  ceafed  to  reflecl  on  the  uncertainty  of 
human  things,  and  the  great  interefts  of  his 
immortal  exiilence.  Thus  occupied  and 
diihpated,  in  the  moment  when  he  Icaft 
expeded,  and  v/as  leall  prepared  for  the 
dreadful  reverfe  that  follov/ed,  he  was  fur- 
prized  by  death,  and  in  hell  he  lift  up  his 
eyes,  behig  in  torTiicnt.  The  profperity  of  his 
firll  fortune,  and  the  m.ifery  of  his  prefent 
condition  are  the  more  (Irongly  marked  by 
being  oppofed  to  the  wretchednefs,  and  the 
triumphs  of  Lazarus.  It  is  of  little  impor- 
tance to  inquire  whether  this  is  the  hiflory 
of  men  who  actually  lived  at  Jerufalem  ;  or, 
Vv'hether  our  Lord  hath  borrowed  onlv  o-e- 
neral  and  probable  characters,  and  worked 
them  into  a  parable  for  our  inftruclion. 
The  moral  is  the  fame — That  we  are  not 
to  judge  of  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of 
men  by  any  external  circumftances  in  which 
they  may  be  placed  in  the  prefent  life — 
That  piety,  though  it  may  feem  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  poverty,  by  contempt,  and 
fuifering  here,  is  found,  at  lafl:,  to  be  infi- 
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nitely    the    happiefl    choice — That    vice^ 
though  furrounded  with  I'plendor  and  a[[lu- 
ence,  and  with  all  the  pleafurcs  that  artiu- 
cnce  can  purchale,  v/ili  appear,  eventually, 
to  be  a  wretched  portion — And  that  one 
thihr,  above  all  others,  is  needfuL     Bat,  as 
the  charaBer  of  this  {o'ix  of  pleafure  is  not 
marked   in  the  parable  by   any.  high,  and 
atrocious  ads  of  vice,^except  the  want  of 
charity  to  Lazarus,  and  fynipathy,  with  his 
affliction,   it   may   be  intended   farther   to 
teach   us  that  a  voluptuous   luxury,   a  loft 
and  excefiive  felf- indulgence,  an  ambitious 
cilentation  in  the  ornaments  of  the  peifon, 
the  fumptuoufnefs   of  buildmgs  and  furni- 
ture, and  the  richnels  and  Ipicndor  oi  equi- 
page, when    they '  employ   our    principal 
cares,  are  themfelves  crnninai ;  and,  by  the 
neglect  v/hich  they  induce  of  the  highelt  in- 
tereils  of  the  foul,  are  preparing  it,  in  the 
end,   for  that  fearful   deiiiny    lo   Itrongly 
painted  by  our  Lord  in  this  interefling  pa- 
rable. 

To  reprefent  this  dediny,  in  order,  if 
poTible,  to  deter  the  children  of  guilty 
pleafure  from  purfuing  their  fatal  career, 
ihall  be  the  principal  object  of  the  prefent 
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difqourfe,  as  it  was,  probably,  the  main  de- 
fign  bf  our  Lord  hiir.lelf. — I  Ihall  previoufly, 
however,  take  a  ihort  review  of  the  other, 
and  iubordinate  inftruciions  that  rife  out  of 
the  hiRo.ry,  and  that,  without  doubt,  were, 
likewife,  ir:  the  view  of  this  great  teacher. 

The  firfl.lefloti-which  we  are  taught  by  it 
is,  that  we  are  not  to  judge  of  the  happi- 
nefs  or  mifery  of  men  by  any  external  cir- 
cumllances  in  which  they  may  be  placed  in 
the  prefent  life. 

The  gaiety  and  fplendor  that  furround  af- 
fluence, and  are  oitentatioufly  difplayed  by 
luxury,  often  deceive  the  world  into  a  falfe 
opinion  of  the  happinefs  of  the  men  who 
enjoy  them.  The  votaries  of  pleafure,  as 
long  as  they  can  avoid  looking  into  their 
own  hearts,  and  into  futurity,  are  themfelves 
deceiv  ed  on  their  own  fubjecl.  But,  not  to 
mention  that  true  happinefs  depends  chiefly 
on  the  inward  flate  of  the  mind,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  its  affeftions  by  the  ftandard  of 
reafon,  and  the  fpirit  of  religion,  [o  contra- 
ry to  all  their  habits,  let  us  view  their  en- 
joyments in  the  light  only  in  v*hich  they  are 
■reprefentcd  to  us  in  this  affecting  (lory.     If 
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they  mufl  (liortly  end  in  eternal  and  ui^iut- 
terable  mifery,  what  value  fhould  w^put 
upon  them  ?  Under  the  face  of  gaietW,  and 
the  high  enjoyment  of  life,  are  cowrceaied 
the  principles  of  eternal  death.  Under  an 
exterior  mail?,  of  felicity  on  \yhicl>  are  paint- 
ed fatyrs,  and  fyrens,  and  the  images  of  joy- 
ous feitivalsj  are  covered,  the  fcorpions  of  a 
guilty  confcience,  and  the  avenging  furies 
of  divine  jullice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  pains  or  the  wants 
which  a  good  man  may  be  obliged  to  en- 
dure in  tlie  prefent  life,  which  is  but  a  mo- 
ment, can  take  little  from  the  infinite  fum 
of  an  eternal  felicity  on  which  he  is  the  next 
moment  about  to  enter.  LazarUs  may  be 
poor — he  m.ay  lie  at  the  gate  of  a  princely 
palace  w^hofe  lord  riots  in  the  abimdance  of 
his  Vv'eakh — the  dogs  may  clean  the  fore? 
of  a  v/retch  wdio,  fick  with  hunger  and  fa- 
tigue, is  obliged  to  accept  of  that  Hnall 
Oi^iCe  of  kindnefs  from  beails,  which  he  will 
look  for  in  vain  from  the  unfeeling  pride 
and  luxury  of  his  ovrn  fpccies — Lazarus 
may  perifh  for  v/ant — but  his  pains  are  only 
for  •  an  inllant.  Death  w^hich  feems  to  be 
the  greateil  of  them,  puts  an  end  to  them  all. 


The  Rich  },'an  and  Lazc.riis,  89 

/ng<"ls  con\Pv  his'^T  to  everlafling  habiia- 
tions.  And  the  bofcm  oFthe  father  of  tie 
faiihful  recedes  I  iin  from  the  conternpt«'and 
injuries  ot  t.  e  world.  And,  in  the  eiiimave 
Of  our  happH  ei^,  what  prt  portion  is  th(  le 
betv\een  a  hk  ni^i.tcny  jv)y  furcecded  by 
eternal  luii(  rings,  and  a  nionientary  fur.er- 
inj  fuccecded  uy  eternal  joys  ^ 

When  we  confider  the  dilFerent  deRinies 
of  theie  two  men,  liow  iirongiy,  in  the  next 
place,  do  they  inculcate  tais  truth,  that  one 
^^  ilung  IS  yieedjut!  Is  happinefs  the  aim  of  ail 
flBUe  purfuits  of  men  ^  it  is  to  be  found  on- 
ly in  true  religion.  Wealth,  power,  and 
fjnfual  plealure^.tie  phantoms  that  contin- 
ually occupy  and  deceive  the  world,  can 
add  little  to  the  fehciiy  of  men  when  mea^ 
hired  on  the  great  fcale  of  immortality. — 
And  if  they  are  acquired  by  crimes,  or  are 
enjoyed  without  God,  their  poiielhon  is 
vanity,  their  end  is  milery.  Look  on  the 
dreadful  fate  of  this  rich  voluptuary  and 
fay,  Whaf'JhaU  it  profit  0.  mari-^  ilwugk  he  gain 
the  whole  zo-jrld,  ij  he  lojt  hu  6xvnjou.l?  Or 
lohat  jliall  a  m:in  cive  in.  exchinge  jor  his 
foul  ?  Vv  hen  plunged  in  that  devouring 
gulph,   will  it  be  any  coafoUtion  to  him 

N 
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that  he  has  once  revelled  in  the  fulnefs  of 
fenfual  joy  ?  Will  he  not  envy  the  (late  of 
Lazarus,  poor,  defpifed  and  wretchedfe^but 
the  heir  of  heaven?  Will  he  not  elleem  it- 
infinitely  a  better  portion  to  fuHer  aftlidion 
with  the  people  oi  God,  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  fm  for  a  feafon  ? 

But,  probably,  this  parable  was  intended, 
farther,  to  reprefent  the  guilt,  and  to  point 
out  the  condemnation  of  a  foft  and  pleafur- 
able  life  devoted  fupremely  to  the  gratifi- 
cations of  appetite,  and  of  vanity.  The 
charafter  of  tliis  rich  man  is  not  marked  by 
any  crimes  of  notorious  profligacy.  He 
inhabited  a  palace,  he  was  attired  wiLh 
fplendor,  he  enjoyed  a  fumptuous  and  lux- 
urious table.  His  fault  feems  to  have  con- 
fided chiefly  in  an  oflentatious  luxury, 
in  an  effiminate  felf-indulffence.  And 
there  are  innumerable  duties  to  the  poor, 
to  the  church,  to  our  country,  to  mankind, 
as  well  as  to  God,  with  which  fuch  a  life  is 
inconfiflent. 

By  pampering  the  appetites,  and  inflam- 
ing the  pallions,  it  i .  uniiiendly  to  that  feif- 
.govcrnuient,  and  feif- denial  which  are  cI'- 
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fential  to  a  life  of  piety  and  virtue.     And 
not  lefs  is  it  unfavourable  to  the  virtues  of 
benevolence  and  cliarity.     High  and  con- 
tinual rleafures  beget  a  icifiihnefs  of  mind 
that,  at  laft,  ceafes  to  feel  for  the  miferable 
— They   nourifli  a  pride  that  is  prone  to 
look  down  with  contempt,  or  with  neglect 
on  the  humble  and  unforiunate — They  cre- 
ate a  falfe  and  fallidious  delicacy  that  is  apt 
to  be  offended  at  the  view  of  poverty  and 
wretchednefs. — Lazarus,  therelore,  lies  ne- 
o-lefted  at  the  gate.     If  he  is  not  infulted, 
ie  is   forgotten.     It  would  break  in  too 
much  upon  the  enjoyments  of  this  Ion  of 
pleafureto  concern  himfelf  about  the  peace 
of  a  wretch.     If  he  liftens  to  a  repreienta- 
tion  in  his  behalf,  the   care  of  furni'ling 
relief  is  devolved  on  pampered  ilaves,  who, 
partaking  of  their  m.alier's  fullnefs,  have  no 
fympathy  v/ith  diftreiled  and  friendlefs  vir- 
tue.    He  is  too  indolent  to  roufe  himlelF 
from  the  lap  of  eafe  and  indulgence  to  the 
active  cares  of  a  generous,  and  noble  cha- 
rity.— A  high  crime  this  in  the  eye  of  God 
who  has  an  equal  care  of  ail  his  children, 
and  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  wife  and  gra- 
cious  providence  permits   the  varieties   of 
pleafure  and  of  pain  that  exift  among  men 
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only  in  ord^rto  culiivate  in  il.eir  hearts  the 
noblcfl  virtues,  8i,d  lo  unue  thtm  logeiLer 
by  the  fvveeteit  tics. 


Equally  inimical  is  a  co"  ;  nal  fi^cc( 
of  leniual  delights  to  the  ii.i>linje  \niues  of 
public  ipirit.  1  hey  conti  act  as  w  i  11  as  en- 
ieeble  the  niind.  And  lendtr  it  nieapable 
of  expandingitu  If  to  the  gieat  ana  eiiiar^- 
ed  intereits  ot  ie.ligi<^n,  oi  uur  cuuntiy,  or  at 
mankind.  Ihcy  coi. center  ii  in  lu\v  and 
ignoble  enjoynient>.  Innuuierable  liule 
and  feliiih  caies  perpetually  engage,  and,  at 
length,  ahnoil  excluhvely  occupy  it.  lie 
foftneisand  felhlimels  of  pleaiure  aiiquiJity 
a  man  for  thofc  hioh  and  arduous  ier^iLvS 
in  pron  O'ing  the  gioiy  oi  God,  and  tl  e  hJ- 
vation  of  men,  to  which  a  chrihian  may  of- 
ten be  calif,  d  ;  and  render  him  equally  un- 
able, of  unwilling,  to  make  thole  g  nerous 
and  noble  i'acrilices  which  tiie  \utues  (;f 
humanity,  of  patriotilin,  or  of  pieiy  may 
require.  Do  \ve  ever  expetl  to  hear  from 
tl  e  Io\ers  of  pleaiure  this  holy  and  dihri- 
tereOed  proftfiion  which  fo  weii  becomes  a 
a  dil'ciple  of  tlie  crucified  Redtcintr — 
douUlejs  i  count  aU  things  but  l(Js  J  or  ihe  ex- 
cellcncy  of  the  knowledge  ()/  C/irJt  Jejus  Vi^y 
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Lord  for  nhnm  I  have  Jvffcred  ihe  Igjs  of  all 

things?     Nn'hcr  count  I  my  lije  dear  unto 

in^lf,  fo  ihit  1  imght  fivijh  my  courfe  ui  h 

joy,  and  tht'  mimjiiy  zvhic/i  I  have  received  oj 

the  Lord  J  ejus,  to  I  Jftfy  the  go 'pel  oj  ihe  grace 

of  God''?     And  if  we  confider  thofe  virtues 

only_  wliich  are  efTentiai  to  the  exiiience  or 

piofperity  of  fociety,  can  you,  in  trying  fi- 

tuations,  trull  the  iniegrity,   or  coniide  m 

tlie  patriotifm  of  men  who,  by  voluptuouf- 

riels,   have  corrupted  and  enfeebled  their 

riiinds,  or,  by  luxury,   have  probably  im- 

-g^  paired   their    principles    along   with  their 

Aii^riuner'      And    wlen    thefe    vices  have 

^  ifilecled  lie  rnafs  of  a  nation  ail  improve- 

"^  ment   ceafes — public    entcrprize  is'  extln- 

guiihed — national  defence  languiCies — na- 

^onal  honor  is  betrayed.     I'hey  have  uni- 

lormly  proved  the  grave  of  empires. 

But  the  o;reat  evil  of  thi^  charaSler  con- 
lifts  in  lovnig  the  creature  more  than  the 
Creator,  v/ho  alone  is  worthy  of  our  fu- 
preme  aff  ttion.  This  is  the  abundant 
fountain  from  which  flow  all  other  fins. 
'1  he  love  of  God  is  the  love  of  virtue  in  its 
fource  and  elfence ;  and  is,  therefore,  the 
proper  and  univerfdl   principle  of  dui 
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But  you  fee  in  this  unhappy  voluptuary, 
and  in  thofe  who  are  daily  following  his 
example,  a  heart  devoted  to  pleaiure  *^nd 
vanity,  to  felf-iuaulgence  and  pride,  in  the 
midlt  of  which  God  cannot  hnd  his  proper 
place.  Senfual  enjoyments,  in  tne  rapid 
growth  of  their  habits,  foon  come  to  occu- 
py the  whole  man.  And  the  m(  rcies  of 
God,  abuled  by  excefs,  tend  only  lo  with- 
draw the  heart  from  him  towards  whom 
they  were  defigncd  to  awaken  the  livclieit 
emotions  of  gratitude,  along  with  the  hrni- 
eit  refolutions  of  duty. 


Such  are  the  outlines  of  a  charaBer  co 
figned  by  Chriil  to  fo  fearful  a  puniilimentT 
A  character  higlily  interelling  to  the  preien£ 
age  in  which  vv^e  fee  fuch  numbers  who  am 
lovers  oj  pleofurc  more  than  lovers  oj  Goa.^ 
And  that  degenerate  croud  is  daily  increaf- 
ing  with  the  accefs  of  wealth,  and  the  diifolu- 
tion  of  our  manners.  It  is  of  the  more  im- 
portance to  reveal  fmners  of  this  dcfcription 
to  theiiifelves,  becaufe  they  are  deceived  by 
a  face  of  beauty  and  propriety  around  them ; 
and  the  continual  {latteries  that  wait  upon 
wealth  and  rank  give  men  a  fubllitute  for  a 
good  confcience  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 


# 
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and  con'irm  the  favourable  ellimate  which 
they  iBcike  of  themfelves  by  the  imaginary 
eilimaies  of  parafites,  and  iycophants,  or  of 
thofe  falfe  friends  who  are  attached  only  lo 
their  fortunes.  They  are  not  holy  indeed, 
but  they  are  free  from  the  reproach  of  great 
vices.  i-lajA-ed  by  their  dependents,  ad- 
mired or  eii^ed  by  the  world,  they  are  at 
peace  with  themlelves,  and  they  imagine 
alfo  that  they  are  at  peace  with  God.  Ought 
th^y  not  to  tremble,  when  they  rcfieft  that 
this  is  the  chara6ler  of  the  only  repruLate 
recorded  in  the  gospel  ? 


Before  I  exhibit  the  melancholy  and 
"'aHlj^ling  pifture  of  his  hate,  permit  rr.e  to 
ot)ferve  that,  though  the  parable  offers  di- 
rectly to  our  view  the  condemnation  only 
of  indolence  and  j|^afure,  of  luxury  and 
pride  ;  yet,  indir^ilBf ,  it  teaches  us  that  illf- 
intereil,  and  f.  If-inaul^ence,  in  every  form 
in  which  they  can  be  purfued,  excluCvely 
of  God,  iljiill,  finally,  ue  doomed  to  the 
fame  mifery. — The  diifefent  claffes  of  focie- 
ty  are  prone  to  contract  and  nouriih  preju- 
dices againft  one  another.  And  the  poor 
are  apt  to  hear  with  fatisfaftion  every  de- 
clamation againft  the  vices  of  the  weakhy 
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and  the  great,  as  if  they  were  exempted,  by 
their  (ituation,  from  every  ifproach  that 
touches  them.  But  whoever  purlues,  or 
enjoys  the  b'eihngs  of  providence  without 
reterrin<jthem  ail  lo  God.  ard  acknowledcj- 
ing  his  goodnefs  in  their  acquifition  ai.d 
fubmitting  to  his  will  in  their  ■phcarion — 
whoever  prefers  eaie  to  duty,  or  iniereil  to 
charity — whoever  is  devoted  to  his  appe- 
tiies,  or  purfues  beyond  the  moderate  bound 
of  virtue,  the  pleafures  of  fenfuality,  or  even 
of  amufement,  in  the  coarfeft  as  v/ell  as  the 
inoll:  refined  form — whoever  does  not  min- 
gle a  fpirit  of  piety  and  benevolence  wii 
ail  his  occupations,  and  enjoyments — wh 
ever  is  not  aj.  ive,  faithful,  and  libersrf- irw 
hi^  efiorts  to  promote  the  intereiis  of  reli- 
gion, the  glory  of  God,  and  the  happinefe, 
oi  mankind  in  that  l^^kn  in  which  provi- 
dence hath  placed  hiin^a-lthough  he  is  not 
clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linnen,  is  guilty 
of  the  fame  crime,  and  is  heir  to  the  fame 
deiliny  v.iih  this  proud  and  vrealthy  finner. 

That  deiliny  I  am  now  to  unfold.  And, 
as  it  is  the  principal  objetl  of  the  parable, 
iv  will  therefoi^e  require  of  you  the  more 
paiicnt  and  feiious  attention.     But,  that  I 
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may  not  wander  into  regions  of  unauthor- 
ized fancy  and  conjeftuire,  and  thereby  de- 
tra6l  from  that  weight  which  truth  and  cer- 
tainty alone  can  give  to  every  reprefenta- 
tion  that  is  made,  and  every  do61rine  that 
is  delivered  from  this  place,  I  (hall  derive 
the  whole  of  that  intereftinGT  view  which  I 
am  about  to  take  dire6lly  from  the  facred 
text. 

*"'  It  came  to  pafs  that  the  poor  man  died 
and  v/as  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's 
bofom.  The  rich  man  alfo  died,  and  v/as 
■buried — and,  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  be- 
ins;  ni  torments,  and  feeth  Abraham  afar 
off,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bofom.  And  he 
cried  and  faid.  Father  Abraham !  have 
mercy  on  me,  and  fend  Lazarus  that  he 
may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water  and 
cool  my  tongue,  for  I  am  tormented  in  this 
flame  !  But  Abraham  faid,  Son !  remem- 
ber that  thou,  in  thy  life  time,  receivedft  thy 
good  things,  and  likewife  Lazarus  evil 
things  ;  but  now  he  is  comforted,  and  thou 
art  tormented.  And  behdes  all  this,  be- 
tween us  and  you  there  is  a  great  gulph 
fixed,  fo  that  they  v/ho  would  pafs  from 
'  O 
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hence  to  you  cannot,  neither  can  they  pafs 
to  us  who  would  come  from  thence.' 

In  this  reprefentation  we  may  remark 
four  fources  of  mifery  to  this  wretched 
foul — the  remote,  and  hopelefs  view  of  the 
felicities  of  heaven,  which  he  hath  forfeited 
by  his  hns — the  recoHe6lion  of  paft  plea- 
fures  which  nov/  ferve  only  to  increale  his 
fufferings — the  direft  pains  of  an  avenging 
flre^ — and,  finally,  the  defpair  that  mult 
fpring  from  the  dreadful  conviction  that 
his  miferies  (liail  have  no  end. 

"  Ke  feeth  Abraham  afar  oif,  and  Laza- 
rus in  his  bofom." 

In  fome  way  which  we  cannot  at  prefent 
com.prehend,  it  is  probable  that  the  glory 
of  the  heavenly  (late  will  be  revealed  to  the 
uvihdi^^y  fpirits  in  prifon,  only  to  heighten 
the  feverity  of  their  fufferings  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  felicity  which  they  have  loft  by 
their  crimes.  Thofe  clear  difcoveries  of 
God,  of  which  the  foul  in  its  unembodicd 
{late  will  be  capable,  may  becom.e  a  fource- 
of  mifery  to  the  reprobate  in  hell,  propor- 
tioned to  the  ineffable  happinefs  that  Hows 
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from  tlicin  to  tlie  redeemed  in  heaven. 
The  prefence  of  virtue  even  among  men 
commonly  confounds  vice,  and  affects  it 
with  fliame  and  remorfe.  And  fometimes 
v/e  have  feen  the  apprehenfions  of  divine 
juPdce  feizingupon  the  mindj  and  concur- 
ring- with  the  fenfe  of  guik,  overwhelm  it  ia 
dei'pair.  If  the  imperfect  virtue  of  a  worm 
of  the  duft  can  often  cover  an  offender  with 
confuhon — if  a  fingle  ray  of  the  eternal  juf- 
tice  of  heaven  let  in  upon  the  guilty  con- 
fcience  can  fo  agitate  and  convulfe  the  foul, 
what  will  be  its  terror  and  difmay  when  ail 
the  dreadful  fplendors  of  infinite  purity,, 
(liall  be  forever  prefent  to  her  view  ? 

From  another  principle,  the  difcovery  of 
the  divine  perfection  mav  increafe  the  un- 
happinefs  of  the  guilty  who  are  excluded 
from  it,  and  are  rendered  incapable  of  en- 
joying it.  God  is  the  natural  centre  of  the 
foui.  Towards  him  fne  will  propably  tend, 
when  difencumbered  of  the  body,  by  a 
flrcRg  and  phifical  attraftion  as  the  only 
fource  of  her  happinefs,  even  while  a  moral 
difcordancy  may  feparate  her  from  him, 
and  an  infupportable  weight  of  guik  fmk 
her   down  to  the  abyfs  of  impure  fouls,. 
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Painful  and  dreadful  will  be  the  confiicl  be- 
tween thefe  phifical  and  moral  tendencies. 
Often  carried  out  in  fervent  and  inextin- 
guilhable  afpirations,  in  fighs  and  groans  to 
be  re-united  to  the  infinite  centre  and  the 
fource  of  good,  ihe  will  feel  herlelf  repelled 
from  it  by  the  impurity  of  her  nature,  and 
the  unchangeablenefs  of  her  deRiny.  If, 
for  a  moment  flie  feems  to  rife  towards  hea- 
ven in  paffionate  and  diilra6led  wiflies,  it  is 
only  to  plunge  her,  the  next  moment, 
deeper  in  the  hopelefs  horrors  of  her  prifon. 

The  puniPnment  of  this  miferable  fuiTer- 
er  feems  alfo,  to  have  been  increafed  by  the 
mod  afflifting  and  involuntary  compari- 
fons. — Afar  off  he  fees  Lazarus  enjoying 
eternal  reft.  The  wretch  who  once  lay  for- 
gotten at  his  gate,  when  a  profperous  for- 
tune, and  continual  pleafures  made  him 
forget  that  he  was  a  man,  is  now  clothed 
with  glory  and  immortality,  while  he  him- 
felf  lies  wrapt  in  unquenchable  fires.  Mi- 
ferable foul !  A  merciful  heaven,  and  an 
avenging  hell  feem  equally  to  concur  in 
his  perdition.  Imagine  what  will  then  be 
his  fecret  fentiments,  or  his  defpairing  cries. 
— Oh  !  to  refemble  that  man  whom  once  I 
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would  not  have  fet  with  tlie  dogs  of  my 
flock  !  What  a  fiiHe  eliimate  have  I  made 
of  true  honor,  and  of  true  happinefs  !  Infi- 
nite, folly  !  to  throw  away  the  immortal 
prize  that  was  in  my  offer  !  that  felicity  I 
might  have  pcfTelfed. — But  ah  !  I  have  fa- 
criiiced  it  for  frivolous  joys  that  leave  no- 
thmi^  real  behind  them  but  the  diitraftinor' 
fiin-j;  of  then-  remembrance  ! 

This  is  the  fccond  fource  of  his  mifery, 
the  recolleclion  of  the  pait. 

"  Son  !  faid  Abraham,  reviemher  that 
thou,  in  thy  life  time  recei\edil  thy  good 
things. '  And  it  is  reafonable  to  believe 
that  he  would  forever  torment  himfelf  by 
an  inceflant  vibration  of  mind  between  the 
pafl  and  the  prefent.  In  a  moment  all  his 
former  happinefs,  and  the  whole  profperity 
of  his  firlt  fortune,  rufhes  on  his  recollec- 
tion— its  lofs  (liews  it  with  increafe — and 
again,  in  a  moment,  all  the  horrors  of  his 
prefent  ftate  furround  him. — Dreadful  com- 
parifon  of  what  he  was,  with  what  he  is  ! — 
Fortune  feemed  at  my  command — my  days 
palTed  in  fellivity,  my  nights  in  plea- 
fure — perpetual  gaieties  made  up  the  fccne 
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of  life,  and  feldom  was  it  interrupted  by 
fear  or  by  fufpicion.  But  oh  !  thofe  fatal 
joys !  Amidil  deceiving  fmiles  that  banifh- 
ed  apprehenhon,  they  were  fecretly  leading 
me  to  that  dreadful  precipice  from  whence 
they  have  at  length,  caft  me  into  this  tor- 
menting lake !  The  mercies  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, which  if  they  had  been  enjoyed 
with  moderation,  and  v/ith  gratitude,  might 
have  prepared  m^y  foul  for  heaven,  have, 
alas  !  been  employed  only  to  nourilh  this 
body  for  the  flames  that  now  confume  it. 

Add  to  the  comforts  and  pleafures  of 
life,  thofe  excellient  means  of  grace  with 
which  God  may  have  favoured  him  for 
the  attainment  of  his  falvation — PoIFibly, 
happy  natural  talents  and  difpohtions — an 
ufeful  education — a  pious  domeftic  example 
— the  counfels  and  concern  of  friends,  of 
parents,  of  the  miniflers  of  religion  who 
vrould  have  led  him  to  the  true  obje-fis  of 
duty — the  reflexions  of  anim.proved  reafon 
— the  admonitions  of  an  enhghtened  con- 
fcience — the  iniiruftions  of  the  word  and 
providence  of  God — and,  co-operating 
v.ith  all  thefe,  the  fecret  fuggcflions  of  the 
lioly    fpirit.      Thefe    ineilimable  mercies, 
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■which  are  defigned  to  cultivate  the  foul 
for  the  fociety  of  the  blefTed,  mud  aggravate 
the  condemnation  of  thofe  who  refill  or 
defpife  thcin.  The  recollection  of  abufed 
privileges  that  once  placed  him  fo  near 
the  gate  of  heaven,  would  urge  the  fling 
of  remorfe  the  deeper  in>his  bread. 

Thefe  are  the  pains  of  memory.  But 
fome  more  dire6l  punifhment  by  an  aven- 
ging fire  feems  to  be  implied  in  his  bitter 
exclam.ation,  I  am  tormented  in  this  Jlame. 
This  is  the  third  circumflance  in  his  fuffer- 
ings  that  deferves  your  mod  ferious  atten- 
tion. 

The  language  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
hardly  leaves  us  room  to  doubt  but  that 
divine  judice  will  employ  an  elemental  fire 
as  a  minider  of  its  dreadful  decrees  on  the 
finner.  And  it  is  of  importance  to  incul- 
cate this  truth  upon  mankind:  for,  v/hile 
they  conceive  that  the  torments  of  hell 
d:iall  confid  chiefly  in  mental  pains,  finners, 
^.'.'ho  have  been  accudomed  to  manage  their 
confcience  in  this  world,  will  dill  hope  to 
elude  its  reproaches  in  the  next.  Suffering 
gives   the   chief  force  to  the  fentiment  of 
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ffuilt.  And  certainly,  nothing  can  be  more 
awful  than  the  denunciations  of  the  holy 
fpirit  upon  this  fubjetl — "  The  fon  of  man 
{hall  fend  forth  his  angels,  and  they  fliall 
gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all,  things  that 
offend,  and  thofe  who  do  iniquity,  and  fnall 
caft  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire.  There  (hall 
be  wailing  and  gnafhing  of  teeth."*  "  The 
Lord  Jefus  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
with  his  mighty  angels  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi,  v/ho  Ihail  be  puniihed  v/ith  everiad- 
ingjpdeftruclion  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power."f 
"  If  any  man  worCiip  the  beaft — he  fhall  be 
tormented  with  fire  and  brimllone — and  the 
fmoke  of  their  torm.ent  afcendeth  up  for- 
ever and  ever ;  and  they  have  no  relt  day 
nor  night."j — Ah  !  what  a  picture  of  rnifery 
and  defpair !  The  finner,  forever  penetrat- 
ed by  avenging  fires,  finds  his  being  llill  re- 
paired by  an  invifible  power,  and  growing 
again  to  the  flame — forever  wafling,  yet 
never  deftroyed. 

*  Mat.  xiii.  41,  42. 
f  II.  Their,  .i  7,  8,  9. 
J  Rev.  xiv.  9,  lo,  II. 
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In  the  midft  oFtlie  fire  that  is  not  quench- 
ed, is  the  worm  that  never  dies,  and  fills 
thofe  dreadful  abodes  with  eternal  waili)'g\ 
and  gnajliivg  of  teeth.  Under  the  anguifli  of 
fi.ich  fi.itFerings,  in  what  fearful  execrations 
will  the  reprobate  children  of  defpair  vent 
the  bitternefs  of  their  rage,  or  pour  forth 
their  complaints  to  their  unpitying  dun- 
geons !  They  curfe  the  day  that  firii  fhone 
upon  a  wretched  being — they  curfe  the  rea- 
fon  that  made  them-  capable  of  finning — 
they  curfe  the  author  of  tlieirmiferableex- 
ifiience — they  curie  that  exiilence  that 
makes  them  only  fenfible  of  pain.  Their 
fweeteft  confolation  would  be,  to  be  blotted 
outof  the  works  of  God.  Ah!  hovv^ dreadful 
is  the  Hate  that  forces  them  to  cry  for  eter- 
nal death,  as  a  refuge  from  eternal  fuffer- 
ings  !  How  much  more  dreadful  is  it  vv'licn 
death  invoked  will  never  come  ! 

This  is  the  lafl  circumftance  of  terror  in 
tliefe  fufferings,  that  thej  will  be  endlels. 

The  eternal  duration  of  the  punidiments 
of  the  wicked,  in  a^  future  ftate,  is  declared 
to  us  in  terms  fo  &rt^prels  in  many  pafiages, 
and  is  fo  apolied  in  the  whole  It  vie  of  the 
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facred  writings,  that  it  requires  the  mofl 
ilrained  criticifms  to  make  them  {peak  any 
other  language.  This  is  among  the  doc- 
trines which  we  ought  to  receive  imphcitly 
from  the  word  of  God,  according  to  the 
moil  fimple  and  obvious  meaning  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  declared.  We  are  una- 
ble to  penetrate  even  by  probable  conjec- 
tures, into  the  eternal  world  ;  and  our  rea- 
fon,  or  our  fenhbilities  mufl  form  the  mofl 
inadequate  meafures,  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  moral  plans  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  in- 
fmite  j  uilice.  For  proof  of  this  v/e  need  go 
no  farther  than  thofe  innumerable  fcenes  of 
mifery  that  exifl  in  the  prefent  v/orld.  What 
ii  different  fyilem  of  things  v/ould  the  pre- 
iumptuous  mind  of  man  have  prefcribed  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  Deity?  If  it  \'/ere  not  v/it- 
nefs  of  the  fafts,  v/culd  it  not  have  denied 
ilie  pofiibility  of  their  exiflence  in  the  works 
of  an  infinitely  benevolent  being  ?  Incom- 
petent then,  as  we  arc,  to  determine  what  is 
wife  or  G:ocd  in  the  boundlefs  and  eternal 
fyilem  of  the  Creator,  our  wifdom  and  our 
fafety  confifls  in  receiving  fubm.ifTively,  and 
v.'ithout  any  modiiicati|ns  fuggefled  by  our 
own  feelings,  what  he  hath  been  pleafed  to 
reveal  concerning  the  infcrutablc  fubjeds 
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of  eternity,  and,  efpecially,  concerning  the 
everl  ailing  ft  ate  of  wicked  men.  Hear  tlie© 
the  righteous  and  fearful  decree  that  fliall  be 
paffed  upon  the  guihy  at  the  laft  judgment 
— ''  depart  ye  curfed  into  everlujlmg  fire 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  So 
thejefiiall go  away  into  evcrlafimg piiiiijliment^ 
And  thsjmoke  of  their  torment  ajcendeih  fore^ 
ver  and  ever.  The  moft  dreadful  idea  in  the 
torments  of  hell  is,  that  they  ihall  he  forever 
and  ever.  The  fiimace  of  the  lorath  of  God 
burns  with  unquenchable  fire.  When  the 
guilty  foul  furveys  the  horrors  of  her  defti- 
ny,  then  cafts  her  view  forward  into  futuri- 
ty as  far  as  her  thoughts  can  reach,  but  can 
find  no  period,  no  mitigation  of  her  pains — 
what  defpair  mufi;  overwhelm  her! — Dread- 
ful is  the  prefent !  but  oh  ! — the  future  is 
hopelefs  1 

Such  is  the  unhappy  termination  of  a  life 
ofpleafure  and  felf  indulgence,  which  the 
hiftory  of  this  rich  man  prefents  to  us.  It 
paints,  in  the  moft  aflFefting  colours,  the  in- 
fatuation of  thofe  who  facrifice  the  immor- 
tal interefts  of  the  foul  for  the  falfe  and  fu- 
gitive enjoyments  of  fenfe.  This  (lory  con- 
veys a  leffon  the  more  inftruftive,  becaufe  it 
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is  that  of  a  man  who,  as  far  as  appears  to  US, 
was  not  proiiigate,  cruel,  or  unjuft.  His 
fupreme  objxt  ieems  to  have  been  to  enjoy 
liimfelf.  Vcun,  perhaps,  and  olientatious, 
he  lived  in  fplendor  and  in  pleafure.  But, 
in  the  indulgence  of  pleafure  he  feems  to 
have  he^nJorgelfiU  of  his  duties  to  heaven, 
rather  than  impious — inattentive  to  theotfices 
of  charity,  which  the  neceilities  of  Lazarus 
demanded,  rather  than  inhuman — incapa- 
ble o^  i\\Q  fe'f-governinent  SLudJclf-denials  tha.i 
religion  requires,  rather  than  indecent  in  his 
morals.  Yet,  at  lad,  you  fee  him  make  his 
bed  in  hell.  From  the  flattering  arms  of 
imfufpefled  joys,  he  defcends  to  the  cruel 
embrace  of  everlafting  flames.  Corifider 
and  lay  to  heart,  ye  who  are  lovers  of  plea-, 
fure  more  than  lovers  of  God,  this  awful  ex- 
ample pf  the  holinefs  and  jullice  of  the  Su- 
preme Judge — ye  who  hatter  yourfelves 
that  you  are  innocent  as  long  as  you  are  not 
proiiigate — who  imagine  that,  if  you  pre- 
lerve  your  manners  within  certain  bounda- 
ries permitted  by  falhion,  and  do  not  open- 
ly ohend  againil:  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
you  will  not  be  queilioned  for  the  graces  of 
the  gofpel.  Ah  !  look  on  this  miferable 
jbn  of  perdition  and  correal  errors  fo  fatal. 
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It  is  polTible  to  preferve  a  fair  and  decent 
exterior,  to  be  approved  and  even  admired 
by  the  world,  and  yet  be  found  wanting  in 
the  balances  of  divine  jiiPace. 

Above  all,  let  thofe  who  refufe  to  liften 
to  admonition  or  advice  ia  their  career  of 
pleafure — Who  feldom   arc*  calm  and  im- 
partial enough  to  reafoti  fairiy  on  the  per- 
nicious tendency,  and  fatal  termination  of 
their    courfe — who    have    not   fentiment 
enough  to  be  moved  by  any  reprefentation 
of  the  charms  of  virtue,  nor  grace  fulhcient 
to  underhand  the  beauties  of  hoiinefs,  at- 
tend to  the  objecl  prefented  to  them  in  this 
parable.     It   addreifes   our  fcnfes  and  our 
iears   the    only    remaining   principles    by 
which  we  can  reach  the  heart  when  reafon 
is  overborne  and  the  fentiments  of  piety 
are  extinguilhed  in  the  riot  of  the  pafiions. 
For  this   purpofe  I  have  endeavoured   to 
raiie    up  to  your  view  an  unhappy  fpirit 
from  thole  difmal  abodes,  that  the  image 
of  another's  mifery  may  bring  you,   if  pof- 
fible,  to  tim.ely  reflexion.     You  behold  in 
him  a  preacher  who   fpeaks  to  you  from 
the  place  of  fufferings.     You  who  afk  with 
aiiected  indifference,  or  vrith  impious  levi- 
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ty  what  pafTes  in  that  invifible  world,  learn 
it  from  one  who  fhews  you  what  he  is,  and 
tells  you  what  he  iufters. — He  befought 
Abraham  that  Lazarus  might  be  fent  to 
admoniih  his  incredulous  brethren  of  their 
danger — Miferable  foul !  that  oliice  he  per- 
forms himfelf  to  you.  And  he  raifes  his 
voice  amongil  us  to  day  to  warn  you  left 
you  alfo  come  to  that  place  of  torment. 
Eternal  author  of  truth  !  add  to  this  awful 
admonition,  the  effectual  perfuafion  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit ! 

AMEN! 


[  111  ] 

DISCOURSE    V. 

THE    PENITENT  WOMAN  AT  THE    FEET 
OF    JESUS. 


-Oi^l 


Luke   vii.  37,  38. 

And  behold  a  xcomoM  in  the  city,  zoho  zoas  a 
Jinner,  whcnJJie  knew  that  J  ejus  fat  at  iiuat 
in  the  Fharijees  houfc,  brought  an  alabajier 
box  of  oitment,  and  ftood  at  his  feet  behind 
him  weeping,  and^  began  to  zoq/Ii  his  feet 
tcith  her  tears,  and  did  -wipe  them-  xoith  the 
hairs  of  her  head,  and  kiffed  his  feet,  and 
anointed  them  xoith  the  ointment. 

A  COURTEZAN  of  Jerufalem  appears 
in  this  hiftory  as  an  humble  penitent 
at  the  feet  of  Jefiis.  In  the  purfuits  of 
pleafure  her  paihons  had  overborne  that 
exqiiihte  cleHcacy  of  fentiment,  and  that 
timid  and  retiring  modefty  which,  as  it  is 
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the  principal  charm,  is  alfo  the  firmeft 
guard  of  the  virtue  of  the  fex.  She  had 
loft  even  that  fcrupulous  regard  to  charac- 
ter and  propriety  of  condutt  in  the  eye  of 
the  world  which  is  comuionlv  the  lait  vir- 
tue  v/hich  a  woman  abandons.  The  difor- 
ders  of  her  life  were  publicly  known.  But 
the  vivacity  of  her  feelings,  which  was  pro- 
bably the  firft  caufe  of  her  errors,  became, 
when  directed  by  divine  grace  towards  its 
proper  objefts,  the  chief  four-ce  of  that  live- 
ly contrition,  and  thofe  tender  expreihons 
of  attachment  to  her  Saviour,  which  render 
her  penitence  fo  intereiling.  She  had  mis- 
fpent  the  generous  force  of  her  heart  on 
objefts  that  only  deluded  and  difappointed 
her.  But  no  fooner  had  fhe  heard  this 
fublime  teacher  fent  from  God,  who  pointed 
out  to  her  the  true  road  to  happinefs,  than 
{he  renounced  her  fins,  and  attached  hcrjdj 
Jolely  to  him.  Her  repentance  became  as 
confpicuous  as  her  vices  had  been  public. 
Her  vanity,  nouriOied  by  the  infidious  flat- 
teries of  men,  (lie  mortified  by  the  deepeft 
humiliations.  The  feet  of  her  Lord  fhe 
wafned  w4th  the  tears  of  her  remorfe,  and 
her  gratitude.  Although  flie  was  not  igno- 
rant of  the  reproaches,  and  the  inecrs  fiie 
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muft  encounter  in  difcharging  thefe  pious 
offices  from  the  company  all'emblecl  at  the 
Pharifee's  houfe,  who  were  acquainted  with 
her  former  habits  of  Hfe,  yet  {he  refolved  to 
conflrain  her  feehngs,  and  refolutely  to 
meet  them  all.  Her  humiliations,  her  tears, 
and  the  facrifices  which  fhe  made  atteft  at 
once  the  depth  of  her  forrow  for  her  offen- 
ces, and  the  fervor  of  her  love  for  her  Sa- 
viour. They  (liev/  us  a  w^oman  of  high 
fenfibiiity  ;  but  of  a  fenfibility  that,  having 
once  been  abufed,  is  nov/  the  more  pro- 
foundly penetrated.  v»'ith  the  fentiments 
of  repentance — that,  having  once  beea 
wafted  on  vain  and  criminal  objecls,  at- 
taches itfelf  now  with  the  greater  ardor  to 
the  chief-good.  The  advantagesof  perfon, 
and  the  decorations  of  art  which  (he  had 
employed  to  foller  vanity,  or  imflame  the 
paffions,  (he  now  renounces  or  neglects. 
Having  once  dilhonored  religion,  and  of- 
fended virtue  by  the  diflolutenefs  of  her 
manners,  Ihe  is  refolved  to  make  them  all 
the  reparation  in  her  power  by  the  publici- 
ty of  her  converhon. — She  inifrufts  us  there- 
fore by  her  love — by  her  humility — by  her 
felf- denial — and  by  her  zeal.  Thefe  are' 
genuine  character iftics  of   fmcere  repent- 
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ance :  and,  by  a  few  refleftions  on  each 
in  the  following  difcourfe,  I  fliall  endeavor 
to  develope  the  fpirit  of  a  real  penitent. 

I.  In  the  firfi:  place,  we  difcern  in  her 
condutt  the  fervor  of  her  love  to  the  Sa- 
viour. 

She  ft  cod  behind  liim  as  he  lay  reclined 
at  the  table  of  the  Fharifee,  and  ihed  upon 
his  feet  a  flood  of  tears.  With  officious 
tendernefs  Hie  wiped  them  with  her  hair; 
and  anointed  them  with  a  precious  perfume 
referved  for  this  pious  purpofe,  from  tlie 
lately  abufed  ftore  of  her  wealth.*^  Thofe 
oliices  of  hofpitality  which  were  expefted 
only  from  the  m.afler  of  the  houfe,f  (he  per- 

*  The  courtezans  of  antiquity  not  infrequently  acquired 
large  fortunes.  Their  dreis  and  furniture  ivere  rich.  They 
were  commonly  diftinguifhed  for  beauty.  And  their  houfes 
being  often  places  of  public  refort  for  men  of  talents  and 
leiilire,  they  were  ufually  remarkable  alfo  for  wit.  Atten- 
tion to  thefe  circumtlances  may  be  nece/Tary  in  order  to 
perceive  the  propriety  of  fome  e.xprefiions  in  this  difcourfe. 

f  In  that  age  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  always  ordered  his 
guefts  to  be  furniHicd  with  water  for  their  feet,  and  fre- 
quently with  a  balh  for  the  whole  perfon  before  eating, 
and,  after  bathing,  with  ointment  with  which  to  anoint 
themfelves.  Their  poilure  at  t,il/io  is  known  to  have  been 
reclining  upon  couches,  which  explains  the  attitude  ia  vvhich 
l2iis  womuu  is  rcprelentcd. 


4it  the  Fed  of  Jcfus.  115 

forms  herfelF,  and  in  the  manner  mo?i  calr 
cuiaied  to  exprefs  the  fervor  of  her  affection. 
Thofe  tears  were  not  merely  the  ftrearcs  of 
her  repen:ance  for  her  errors,  buttheburU 
of  a  tender  h.eart  overUowing  with  the  love 
of  Chrift. 

In  her  purfuit  of  plea  fare  fhc  had  beerj 
unhappy.  Deceived,  probablyy  by  faith- 
lefs  lovers,  and  difappionted  in  every  crea- 
ture of  the  happinefs  fne  had  expected 
from  it,{he  fought  only,  by  perpetual  change 
of  object,  to  nil  the  painful  void  which  all 
objects  in  fuccedion  left.  Her  padions  im- 
portunate and  imperious,  having  involved 
her  in  dilhonorable  htuations,  from  which 
fiie  had  not  the  courag-e  to  free  herfelf. 
urged  her  againll  reputation,  againd  con- 
viction, and,  often,  even  againll  her  wiihes, 
to  the  puriuit  ot  nev/  gratifications  from 
v.diich  ihe  perpetually  returned  with  freih 
proofs  of  their  vanity  and  mifery. 

But  v/hen  Jefus  ChriR  had  opened  to  her 
the  true  Iburces  of  happinefs,  and  enabled 
her  by  the  aids  of  his  grace  to  break  her 
unfortunate  and  criminal  connexions  M'ith 
fo  many  objeds   that  liad  occupied    and 
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deceived  her  heart,  her  affeftions,  that  had 
been  diffipated  and  wafled  in  a  thoufand 
different  itrearas,  now  colleded  into  one 
channel,  flov/  to  her  Redeemer  in  a  full  and 
abundant  tide.  Ail  her  fenfibilities  here 
enjoy  a  lawful,  a  delightful,  and  unlimited 
exercife. 

Many  confiderations  would  combine  to 
increafe  the  fervor  of  her  devotion.  Her 
difappointments  from  the  world,  and  the 
{hocks  with  which  her  heart  had  met  from 
her  firfl  lovers,  would  prepare  her  to  return 
to  God  as  her  exceeding  joy.  Her  mind 
was  opened,  by  divine  grace,  to  the  difco- 
very  and  the  love  of  infinite  perfc8;ion,  to 
which,  amidil  fo  many  criminal  loves,  it  had 
hitherto  remained  blind.  Havin^;  been  con- 
verfant  only  with  the  vile  and  deteilable 
forms  of  vice,  the  charms  of  virtue  appear- 
ed to  her  with  a  tranfcendent  and  divine 
beauty. 

But,  at  this  moment,  flie  moft  deeply 
felt  her  obligations  to  her  Saviour.  Jefus 
had  reftored  her  from  the  path  of  infamy  to 
tiie  path  of  honor.  An  outcaft  from  focie- 
ty  for  faults,  for  which  no  repentance  can 


at  the  Feet  cf  j'-fus,  117 

jitone  among  men,  fne  was  graciouHy  re- 
ceived by  him  who  iviiew  her  heart,  and  who 
faw  her  fincerity.  He  enlightened  her 
mind — he  taught  her  hopes  to  alpire-^he 
forgave  her  otiences — he  was  himfclf  the 
facrihce  for  the  ii ns  which  he  forijave. 
Awakentd  to  a  view  of  all  her  guih,  and  to 
the  mifery  and  infamy  to  which  her  paihons 
had  reduced  her,  ready  to  defpair  of  the  mer- 
cy of  God,  as  fne  had  experienced  the  un- 
pitying  cenfure  of  the  vrorld,  with  what 
gratitude  and  joy  v/ould  ihe  fee  herfelf  re- 
Itored  to  purity  by  the  word  of  Chrift,  and, 
by  his  interceflion  and  atonement,  made  an 
heir  of  immortal  fchcitv  and  glory  !  Here 
was  the  fource  of  thofe  flrong  emotions, 
and  of  thofe  afteftionate  and  eilfiduous  at- 
tentions, which  (he  was  unable  to  reltrain, 
even  in  the  prefence  of  men  w^ho  fufpecled 
her  motives,  and  \;txQ  unfriendly  to  her 
character. 

This  is  the  hiftory  of  a  real  penitent. 
The  love  of  Chrill,  and  of  God  throus^h 
him,  now  reigned  fuprem.ely  in  her  heart. 
*•'  Thou  Ihalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  v/ith 
all  thy  heart,  v/ith  all  thy  foul,  w^ith  all  thy 
ftrength,  and  with  all  thy  niind,"    is  the 
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law  equally  of  reafon  and  of  revelation. 
Towards  that  eternal  fource  of  intellicreiic^ 
and  truth  a  pure  and  enlightened  reaibn  will 
feek  to  bend  ail  her  powers.  Into  that  in- 
finite ocean  of  goodnefs  and  benignity,  ail 
the  little  fireams  of  good  in  man  will  de- 
light to  pour  themfeives.  A  mind,  there- 
fore, that  is  truly  penitent,  and  renewed 
after  the  image  of  God,  will  demonltrate 
its  change  by  the  warm  and  lively  courfeof 
its  a{fc6tions  towards  him.  The  heart  he 
formed  for  himfelf.  To  v»'ithdraw  it  from 
him,  and  to  devote  it  exciufively  to  other 
objetls  is  a  criminal  diverfion  of  its  powers. 
It  is,  befides,  miitaking  the  means  of  our 
happinefs  to  feek  it  from  things  fo  imper- 
fect, treacherous,  and  inconftant.  A  man 
wdio  lir.d  amply  tried  whatever  pleafures 
the  v/orld  can  yield  returned  from  them 
v/ith  the  fad  experience  that  all  is  vanity 
and  vexation  of  Jpirit.  On  the  fluftuating 
ocean  of  life  nothing  is  Rable  or  fatisfying; 
and  the  relllcfs  heart  of  man,  always  deceiv- 
ed, yet  never  taught  wifdom  by  its  errors, 
only  abandons  one  purfuit  for  another  equal- 
ly vain.  When,  convinced  at  lail  that  its  in- 
felicity arifeSjUOt  fo  much  from  millaking  its 
objeH  as  from  the  eirentiai  irr>perfc£licn  of 
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the  objefts  exclufively  of  God,  it  returns 
to  him  who  embraces  in  himfelf  all  that  is 
excellent  and  perfect  in  the  univerfe,  with 
what  llrong  and  fervent  affettions  wiii  it 
cleave  to  him  as  its  chief  good  ?  In  hini 
it  finds  a  fweet  repofe  from  all  tlie  agita- 
tions and  tumults  of  the  world — He  is  able 
to  fix  all  its  wanderings — He  can  fatisfy  the 
infinity — he  can  fill  the  immenfity  of  its 
defires.  He  offers  to  its  aiTeftions  the  moll 
fublim.e  of  all  objects,  infinite  power,  and 
benignity,  infinite  purity  and  truth.  The 
love  of  God  in  a  good  m.an,  feizing  upon 
all  the  powers  of  his  foul,  will  mingle  it- 
felf  not  only  w^ith  his  devotions,  but  with 
all  his  ordinary  occupations.  He  fees  God 
in  every  thing  that  he  beholds,  he  poffef- 
fes  him,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  in  every  thing 
that  he  enjoys.  The  whole  world,  that  wa'> 
curfed  to  man  by  fin,  is  again  fanftified  to 
his  ufe  by  the  fpirit  of  divine  love. 

But  the  higheft  and  moft  delightful  ex- 
ercife  of  this  atieftion  a  fincere  penitent  muft 
find  in  contemplating  his  SaA'iour,  and  re- 
cognizing his  obligations  to  redeeming  mer- 
cy. Is  it  poiiible  to  believe  the  truths  v/hich 
ai'e  taught  in  the  facred  fcriptures  concern- 
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ing  the  guilt  of  man,  and  the  incarnation 
and  f.crilice  of  the  fon  of  God,  and  to  feel 
our  ovvn  intereil  in  them,  and  not  to  be  pe- 
netrated with  the  tenderell,  and  the  fubhm- 
eil  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  admiration  ? 
By  his  grace,  the  (laves  of  fm  are  made  free 
toitkthe  liberty  of  the  funs  oj  God — Thepri- 
foners  of  juitice  are  made  to  fing  of  mer- 
cy— the  victims  of  eternal  death  are  made 
heirs  of  immortal  life! — He  h^ih  redeemed 
us  from  the  curfe  of  the  laiv,  having  been  made 
a  curfe  for  us,  and  having  borne  our  fins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree.     0  the  height h  and 
the  depth,  the  lenglh  and  the  breadth  oJ  the  love 
of  Chrijl  that  poffdh  knowledge  I  There  are 
moments  in  which  a  pious  man  feels  thefe 
ideas  to  be  almolt  too  powerful  for  the  fee- 
blenefs  of  human  nature.     No  language  is 
fufficient  to  exprefs  the  emotions  that  fill  his 
heart.     Like  the  vv^oman,  he  weeps  at  the 
footftool  of  divine  grace — he  would,  ifpof- 
fibh,  kifs  the  Redeemer's  feet.    But  the  bur- 
den of  his  gratitude  often  makes  him  dumb, 
and  he  gives  himfelf  up  to  unutterable  feel- 
ings. 

Indifcreet  a6ts  of  zeal  in  fome  weak  but 
well-meaning  perfons,  and  hypocritical  pre- 
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tenfions  in  others  to  high  fervors  in  religion, 
in  order  to  cover  unwo  thy  defigns,  have, 
with  men  of  reflecling  minds,  and  worldly- 
principles,  brought  a  degree  of  fufpicion  on 
all  the  vifible  a6ls  of  a  warm  and  affection- 
ate piety.  They  would  reduce  religion  to 
a  lukewarm  proi^ffion,  and  a  formal  detail 
of  exterior  rites  in  which  the  heart  is  not 
concerned.  But,  furely,  if  men  be  capable 
of  high  fentiment,  or  of  iirong  and  tender 
feelings  upon  any  occafions,  tiie  great  and 
tranfcendent  objects  prefented  to  us  in  the 
gofpei  [hould  have  the  power  of  awakening' 
them  in  the  breaft.  And  the  truth  is,  v/hat- 
ever  be  the  d -gree  of  natural  fenfibihty 
which  a  good  man  poiTelfes,  it  will  (bine 
out  in  his  religious  profeffion.  .  Love  pre- 
ferves  the  fam.e  chara6ler  in  religion  as  in 
other  fubjects.  It  cannot  be  fmothered  in 
the  foul.  It  feeks  for  means  by  which  to 
exprefs  itfelf,  not  only  in  the  fervency  of  its 
devotions  but  in  its  zeal  for  whatever  is 
connefted  with  the  glory  of  God,  the  feli- 
city of  mankind,  and  the  progrefs  of  piety 
and  virtue  in  the  world.  It  is  fuperior  to 
a  cold  and  inanimate  formality,  to  which 
tlie  error,  and  the  practice  of  fo  many  in 
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the  chriuian  world  would  confine  it.  Re- 
ii«-ion  has  its  forms.  But  the  fpirit  of  di- 
vine love  puts  into  them  a  holy  energy  and 
life. 

II.  Tiiis  penitent  inftru6ls  us  likewife  by 
her  deep  humility,  which  is  another  aifcn- 
tial  character  of  fmcerc  repentance. 

Ker  copious  tears,  her  fine  but  difnevel- 
led  ha.ir  applied  to  the  humbleif  offices,  be- 
i'poke  the  lowly  fentiments  of  her  mind. 
^  No  mortifications  appeared  to  be  too  e^reat 
^  for  one  v.  ho  felt  herfelf  to  be,  what  the 
Pharifee  unkindly  called  her,  a  finnei\ 
And  herv/hole  conduft  demondrates  that 
{he  afcribed  to  her  blelfed  Lord  alone  her 
deliverance  from  the  ihameful  ilavery  of 
her  hns,  and  that  (he  held  herfelf  bound  to 
him  by  eternal  obligations. 

Humility  is  a  difpofition  peculiarly  a- 
dapted  to  the  Hate  of  man  whether  we  con- 
fider  his  frailty,  his  dependent  condition, 
or  the  errors  andmiferies  with  which  he  is 
furrounded.  His  days  on  earth  are  as  afiia- 
doiL\  and  he  is  cruJJicd  before  the  moth. 
Sprung  from  the  dull,  and  born  in  forrow. 
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he  is  hafcening  througli  a  vale  of  tears  to 
reunite  iiimfelf  to  the  earth  from  v/hich  he 
was  taken.  There  is  little  reafon  For  pride 
in  a  vvonn  of  tlie  duil  xvho  exi/icd  but yjler- 
day ;  and  final!  caufe  have  we  for  boaiting 
or  confidence  in  that  fpark  of  reafon  that, 
iirtick  out  of  darknefs  but  a  moment  hnce 
by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  is  hardly  fuf- 
ficient  to  guide  our  path  through  this  world; 
but,  to  futurity,  and  the  highell  objecls  of 
our  intereit  and  duty,  is  wholly  blind. 
The  moil  humiliating  conii derations  arife 
out  of  every  view  we  can  take  of  human 
nature.  When  we  compare  our  imperfec- 
tion with  thine  infinite  power,  intelligence, 
and  purity  eternal  God !  "'  what  is  m.an  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  or  the  fon  of 
man  that  thou  vihtefl:  him  !'' 

But  the  humility  of  a  penitent  arifes 
chiefly  from  a  profound  and  affecting  view 
of  his  fins  ajrainil:  God.  The  talents  of  the 
mind  and  the  faculties  of  the  body,  which 
[hould  have  been  employed  only  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Creator,  have  been  often  ufed  to 
his  diihonor.  The  heart,  v.hich  he  created 
only  for  himrelf,  has  been  devoted  to  inferior 
purfuits,    and    exhauu^'.l  in    falacious  ai^id 
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criminal  enjoyments — The  blelTings  of  his 
providence  which  Ihould  habitually  have 
recalled  him  to  mind  with  a  thankful  re- 
collection, have  too  often,  alas !  fcrved  on- 
ly to  nouriih  and  inflame  the  paUlons.  But 
the  highell  aggravation  of  hn,  where  the 
name  of  Chrilt  is  known,  is  its  refiflance  to 
the  perfuafions  of  the  holy  fpirit,  the  con- 
tempt it  pours  upon  the  love  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  its  profanation  of  his  precious 
blood  fhed  for  the  redemption  of  the  vrorld. 
Thefe  confiderations  molt  deeply  penetrate 
the  mind  of  a  fmcere  penitent,  and  hil  it 
vrith  remorfe  and  Ihame.  Condemned  by 
the  fentence  of  the  divine  law,  he  is  not  lefs 
condemned  by  the  fentence  oi  his  own  heart. 
*'  Vv  herefore,  faith  the  facred  writer,  {peak- 
ing in  the  nan.e  of  all  penitents,  1  abhor 
myfelf,  and  repent  in  cluft  and  alhes  !" 

One  of  the  principal  fruits,  and  one  of 
the  moft  certain  proofs  of  true  humility  of 
mind,  is  an  unbounded  gratitude  to  the  Sa- 
viour and  unlimited  truit  in  his  merits.  In 
our  own  imperfecl  obedience,  as  there  is  no 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  violated 
law,  there  can  be  no  Iblid  ground  of  hope 
towards  God.     For  *'  our  n^liieoujncjfes  are 


at  the  Feet  of  J  ejus.  125 

dsjilthy  Tags,  and  our  iniquitifs  like  the  xcind 
have  laieii  us  away. '  No  argtiinent  can  car- 
ry this  truth  with  fuch  perluafion  to  the 
ht^art  that  it  is  "  not  by  works  of  righte- 
oulnefs  which  we  have  done,  but  by  grace 
we  are  faved,"  as  our  own  conrcioufncfs  in 
thofe  moments  of  humihation  and  reoen- 
tance  when  v/e  perceive  the  magnitude  and 
extent  of  our  oiiences  aoainft  God.  Even 
the  mercy  that  encourages  our  hope,  will^ 
by  paintmg  in  deeper  colours  our  mgrati- 
tude  and  guilt,  the  more  completely  dc- 
(Iroy  every  plea  of  felf-righteoufnefs. — 
Blelfed  Jefus  !  we  believe  that  '•'  there  is  no 
other  name  but  thine  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  we  can  be  faved/' 

III.  Conne61ed  with  the  humility  of  the 
penitent  in  oar  text  is  her  edifying  fclf- 
denial. 

Retiring  from  all  the  fcenes  of  her  pa  ft 
delights  iiic  confecrates  the  powers  of  her 
heart,  and  the  labours  of  her  hands  only  to 
her  Saviour.  She  efteems  it  not  funicient 
to  have  forfaken  her  vices  ;  but  (he  makes 
a  voluntary  facrifice  of  all  the  objects  that 
might  tend  to  rekindle  her  paiTions.     Even 
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thofe  lawful  pofiefiions  or  enjoyments 
which,  having  been  once  abufed,  had  ber 
come  conre£ted  by  habit  or  by  memory  with 
her  (ins,  iiie  renounces.  Her  perfon,  which 
Hie  had  fo  carefully  decorated  fiifom  impro- 
per views,  is  now  neglefled  in  its  ornaments 
— She  feems  willmg  to  mortify  it  for  hav- 
ing been  once  too  pleafmg.  1  he  rich  per- 
fituies  v/iih  which  (he  had  iludied  to  inchant 
the  fenfes,  ihe  cafts  awav.  What  is  valua- 
ble  in  them  fhe  confecrates  to  Chrill — for 
the  reft,  (lie  ufes  them  no  more  for  her  own 
pleafure.  Her  hair,  the  glory  of  her  head, 
which  file  had  fo  often  dreffed  for  allure- 
ment, now  carelefs  and  difiieveHed,  as  if  to 
mark  her  repentance  for  its  firil  abufe,  Ihe 
applies  to  the  humbled  office.  1  he  lullre 
of  her  eyes,  that  had  fo  often  fparkled  with 
impure  fires,  (he  quenches  in  a  tlood  of 
tears,""  and  (he  now  employs  them  only  in 
exprelhons  of  humility  and  grief. 

Admirable  example  !  The  fpirit  of  re- 
pentance will  lead  a  good  man  not  only  to 
renounce  his  pafiions,  but  to  (liun  the' mo- 
tives and  occahons  of  exciting  thein — the 

*  MaGllon — La  peckereiTe  de  I'evangilc. 


at  the  Feet  of  Jefus,  127 

places  which  have  been  forinerly  the  fcenes 
of  them — the  aids  and  the  arts  which  they 
have  employed  to  compafs  their  gratinca- 
tion.  In  coniequence  of  the  natural  and 
powerful  principle  of  aiTociation  in  the  hu- 
man mind,  he  is  prone  to  regard  w^th  ab- 
horrence, or  with  fear,  whatever  has  been 
connected,  by  any  clofe  tie,  with  vice.  The 
concomitants  of  vice  he  facrifices  alone; 
with  the  vices  themfelves.  This  is  likev/ife 
a  principle  of  prudence.  For  fuch  is  the 
frailty  of  the  heart  ,that  the  mofl  fmcere 
convert  may  expofe  his  virtue  to  danger  by 
incautioudy  frequenting  fcenes,  or  by  in- 
dulging an  unneceifary  familiarity  with  ob- 
jefts,  that  have  formerly  been  to  him  the 
occafions,  or  the  minifters  of  (in.  His  paf- 
fions  accuftomed  to  kindle  at  the  fi^ht  of 
them,  may,  by  the  influence  of  habit,  nifen- 
fibly  become  enflamxcd,  and  in  an  unguard- 
ed moment,  he  may  be  furprifed  into  a  fault. 
It  is  necefiary  not  only  to  flee  from  the  flns 
that  are  in  the  world,  but  often  to  flee  from 
the  world  itfclf.  Retirement,  felf-denial, 
moderation,  and  even  abilinence  in  plea- 
fure  are  frequently  requifite  in  order  to 
preferve  our  virtue,  and  to  impofe  a  pro-. 
per  guard  upon  the  pailions. 
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A  queRion  has  been  raifed,  to  wl^at  de- 
gree may  amufemsnts,  recreations,  and  ge- 
nerally all  fenfible  pleafures,  be  lawtliily 
puribed  by  a  good  man  ?  And  when  do 
they  become  blameable  ?  It  is  dilHcult  to 
mark  out  any  limits  on  this  fubjecl  that  Ihall 
be  precife  and  accurate.  1  hey,  are  not  the 
fame,  perhaps,  to  every  man — much  de- 
pends on  characler,  on  habit,  on  the  pecu- 
liar irritability  of  the  paffions,  and  on  many 
circumflances  that  vary  with  the  individual, 
and  cannot  be  embraced  in  any  general 
rule.  Confiderations  of  this  nature,  while 
they  ought  to  render  a  man  candid  and  li- 
beral in  his  interpretation  of  the  conduct  of 
others,  (liould  make  him  rigorous  in  judg- 
ins:  of  his' own.  Whatever  he  has  found, 
by  experience,  to  impair  the  firmnefs  of  his 
pious  refolutions,  or  to  difcompofe  the  fe- 
rene  and  ileady  habit  of  his  devout  affec- 
lions,  to  him  becomes  criminal.  And  if  he 
has  difcoveiTd  that  coinpanies  of  a  certain 
kind  are  unfriendly  to  ferious  reCeftion — 
if  public  diverfions  and  amufem^nts  have 
dilTipated  the  heart,  and  rendered  it  lefs 
prepared  to  approach  to  God  in  the  exer- 
cifes  ofafpiritual  and  lively  devotion — if 
any  worldly  cares  have  occupied  too  large 
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n  portion  oF  his  time  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
hit^her  and  nobler  objecls  of  religion — if 
attentions  to  the  perfon  have  had  too  much 
of  a  fenfual  aim — if  the  arts  of  corrupting 
have  been  iludied  in  the  arts  of  pleafing, 
he  will  flill  regard  with  a  holy  jealoufy  and 
caution  wliat  has  once  proved  to  him  a 
dangerous  fnare.  He  vrill  imitate  the  pru- 
dent and  generous  felf-dcnial  of  this  peni- 
tent v.'oman  who  renounced  even  her  temp- 
tations. It  is  in  vain  toafk,  is  not  company 
innocent  ?  Are  not  amufements  lawful  ? 
Is  not  a  certain  conformity  to  the  world 
juftihabie?  Are  not  attentions  to  pleale 
laudable  ?  I  agree — No  one  difputes  the 
principle  thus  generally  exprefled.  It  is  in 
the  particular  applications  of  it  that  the 
diificalties  arife.  And,  ^^^hatever  indulgen- 
ces might  be  admitted  in  a  general  theory 
of  morals — whatever,  in  practice,  might  be 
fafe  and  lav/ful  for  others,  the  queftion  re- 
curs, have  they  been  found  to  produce  an 
ill  influence  on  the  (late  of  your  mind,  or 
the  habits  of  your  conduct  ?  Have  they 
occupied  that  time  wlucli  ouglit  to  have 
been  employed  in  puriuits  more  ufeful  and 
more  worthy  of  your  nature  ?  Have  they 
tended  to  awaken  criminal  palFions  in  your 
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own  breafl  ?  Have  they  been  deHgned  to 
excite  loofe  defires  in  others  ?  In  one  word, 
do  they  feem  to  have  interpofed  a  diftance 
between  your  foui  and  Godw'*  Have  they 
made  you  lefs  circumfpe6l  in  your  conduct, 
and  lels  vigilant  over  all  the  movements  of 
of  the  heart  ?  Have  they  rendered  you 
more  forgetful  of  your  dependent  ftate,  and 
of  your  eternal  deiliny  ?  In  proportion  as 
they  have  been  follov/ed  by  thefe  eh'efts 
they  have  become  fmful.  And,  I  repeat  it, 
true  repentance  will  make  the  facrifice  of 
them.  The  fpirit  of  repentance  never  a{l-;s 
what  is  the  exa6l  limit  between  virtue  and 
vice,  in  order  that  it  may  approach,  as  near 
as  pofiibie,  the  confines  of  forbidden  plea- 
fures.  If  (Indies  to  keep  far  within  that 
dangerous  boundary.  It  is  inclined  rather 
to  carry  abllinence  from  pleafure  to  a  holy 
excefs,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  than  to  permit 
one  doubtful  liberty.  Job  made  a  covenant 
xoith  his  eyes  in  order  to  guard  the  purity  of 
his  heart.  And  every  man  who  is  honeil 
to  himfelf  will  perceive  {oino.  Jin,  zohich  more 
ea/ily  than  others  befets  him,  and  with  regard 
to  which  he  finds  himfelf  more  frail.  Here 
all  his  guards  ought  to  be  doubled — all  kis 
vigilance   ought    to  exhaufted.     A  good- 
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man  will  fear  and  fiiun  the  opportunities 
and  incitements  of  temptation,  as  well  as 
abhor  and  flee  from  Cn. 

IV.  This  penitent  inflrufts  us,  in  the  lall 
place,  by  the  holy  zeal  with  which  (he 
avows  her  change  of  life,  and  profefies  her 
attachent  to  her  great  deliverer. 

She  had  w^ounded  the  interefls  of  piety 
and  virtue.  She  is  folicitous,  by  her  future 
conduct,  to  repair  the  effefts  of  her  fatal 
mifcarriages.  Her  courfe  of  reformation 
fhe  commences  by  a  profeiTion  of  her  pious 
purpofe,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  her 
duty  as  public  as  had  been  her  offences. 
She  did  not  come  to  Jefus  by  night,  like 
the  ruler  of  the  Jev/s  who,  through  a  falfe 
pride,  thought  to  conceal  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  world,  the  moft  honorable 
action  of  his  life — fhe  did  not  go  to  meet 
him^  in  the  diftant  villages,  or,  in  the  moun- 
tains to  v/hich  he  often  retired  apart  to 
pray,  that  fne  might  reveal  to  him,  in  pri- 
vate, the  fentiments  of  her  heart — Her  of- 
fences had  been  notorious — Jerufalem  knew 
that  Hie  was  a  finner'- — And  in  that  city 
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that  had  been  the  theatre  of  her  difhonor, 
{he  wfent  by  day,  in  the  fight  of  all  into  the 
houfe  of  the  Pharifee^and,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  adembiy  that  was  there  convened,  fli^e 
confecrates  herfelf  to  the  fervice  of  ChriiL 
She  was  not  afhamed  of  the  caufe  of  virtue 
and  piety  which  file  had  recently  embraced. 
She  was  afliamed  only  of  having  embraced 
it  fo  late. 

An  open  and  decided  profeiTion  of  reli- 
gion is  an  homage  which  every  good  man 
owes  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  The  wcig^ht  of 
his  example,  whatever  it  may  be,  he  ihould 
add  to  the  fcale  of  virtue.  A  fmcere  peni- 
tent will  be  felicitous  to  make  an  early  re- 
paration to  the  injured  honour  of  his  Sa- 
viour as  confpicuous  as  his  faults  have  been. 
But  as  the  habits  of  the  world  are,  in  many 
refpefts,  in  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  of  reli- 
gion, the  young  convert  is  apt  to  perceive 
a  degree  of  fliame  in  abandoning  its  party, 
v/hich  is  fupported  by  numbers,  and  going 
over  to  the  thin  and  deferted  ranks  of  reli- 
gion. Yet  a  lively  fenfe  of  redeeming  love 
will  render  him  fuperior  to  this  falfe  ihame. 
Afliamed  only  of  having  fo  long  purfued 
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the  paths  of  vice  and  folly,  he  will  feci  the 
dignity  of  a  return  to  realbn  and  virtue. 

Do  you  dread  and  fnrink  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  a  fcoliing  and  cenforious  world? 
Alas !  in  the  courie  of  your  vices  you  fear- 
ed it  not.  Why  {hould  it  affect  you  only 
when  you  are  about  to  enter  on  the  noble 
refolutions  of  duty  ?  Do  you  dread  the  in- 
vidious contrails  that  will  be  drawn  be- 
tween your  former  manners,  and  your  pre- 
fent  change  ?  True  it  is,  the  w^orld  is  prone 
to  call  up  againil  thofe  who  enter  on  a  nev/ 
life  \\\t  rnen^ory  of  their  errors.  It  is  wil- 
ling to  reproach  religion  with  them,  or  to 
infinuate  that  picus  zeal  is  merely  a  hypo- 
critical difguife  aifiimed,  for  certain  purpof- 
cs,  to  cover  a  heart  that,  in  iecret,  Itili  re- 
mains equally  enflaved  to  vice.  Thus  the 
Pharifee  faid  of  this  amiable  penitentj^z^'  ts 
ajinner.  But,  his  fcorn  did  not  abafh  her, 
or  reftrain,  for  a  moment,  the  fervent  ex- 
preflions  of  her  duty  to  her  Saviour.  The 
fentiments  of  love  and  zeal  that  filled  her 
iicart,  rendered  her  fuperior  to  the  infult. 
And  let  the  real  penitent  know  that  fmcer- 
ity  will  take  away  &.<^  ftinp,  of  every  re- 
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proach — perfeverance   in  the  path  of  duty 
v/ill  take  away  the  reproaches  themfelves. 

The  hiflory  which  you  have  been  review- 
ing affords  the  moil  gracious  encourage- 
ment to  all  men,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  nature  or  degree  of  their  offences  againft 
God,  to  feek  his  mercy  by  repentance. — 
Often,  it  is  not  futiicient  for  the  guilty  that 
they  have  his  general  promife,  "  him  that 
cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caff  out." 
They  require  it  to  be  fupported  by  exam- 
ples, before  the  trembling  and  felf- reproach- 
ing heart  can  reft  upon  it.  Here  is  the  ex- 
ample of  one  who  may  be  ranked  among 
the  chief  of  fmners,  who,  notwithftanding, 
was  received  by  the  Saviour  with  infinite 
benignity.  Appealing  to  the  proofs  which 
{lie  had  given  of  the  reality  of  her  repen- 
tance, and  the  hncerity  of  her  love,  he  fays 
to  the  Pharifee  "  her  lins  wdiich  were  many 
are  forp-iven,  for  (he  loved  much." 

Not  infrequently,  thofe  who  have  offend- 
ed highly,  when  they  come  to  be  convinced 
of  their  fms,  are  ready  to  defpair  of  the 
mercy  of  heaven.  The  fentiments  of  their 
ov/n  unworthinefs  fo  profoundly   penetrate 
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them,  the  apprehenfions  of  the  juftice  and 
indignation  of  God  againft  fin  fo  alarm  and 
terrify  them,  that  they  have  not  compofure 
of  mind  fufficient  to  turn  a  calm  and  be- 
lievinsf  view  on  the  merits  of  the  Redeem- 
er,  and  the  all-prevailing  atonement  of  the 
crofs.  They  are  ready  to  conclude  that 
thefuvimerispajl,  the  harvcjl  is  ended,  and 
they  are  notfaved.  Ah  !  why  (liould  you 
unneceffarily  affiift  your  fouls  ?  Behold,  in 
the  penitent  of  our  gofpel,  a  monument  of 
divine  grace  that  is  calculated  to  filence 
all  your  fears,  and  is  fufficient  to  introduce 
the  light  of  pious  hope  into  the  darkefl  and 
moll  troubled  bofom. 

Others  there  are  who,  though  they  do 
not  doubt  of  the  mercy  and  the  promife  of 
God,  do,  notwithftanding,  derive  the  mod 
difconfolate  profpefts  from  within  them- 
felves.  The  force  of  their  palTions  they 
perceive  to  be  fo  great  that  they  can  hardly 
tiatter  themfelves  with  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  bend  them  under  the  yoke  of  reli- 
gion— their  fenfibilities  to  pleafure  are  fo 
lively  and  impetuous  that  they  defpair  of 
extirpating  them,  or  making  them  fubmit  to 
the  painful  felf-denials  of  the  gofpel.     It  re- 
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quires,  indeed,  an  arduous  con£li6l  to  fubdue 
the  burning  impulfes  of  a  heart  too  fenfible 
to  pleafure,  and  to  divert  its  force  from  the 
grofs  and  turbulent  purfuits  of  fenfe  to  the 
pure  and  fpiritual  enjoyments  of  piety. — 
But,  if  it  is  arduous,  bleifed  be  God!  it  is 
not  impofiible  to  the  energy  of  reafon,  to 
the  power  of  refleftion,  to  the  facred  im- 
portunity of  prayer.  A  merciful  Saviour, 
alfo,  hath  not  left  the  iffue  of  the  confiitt 
to  our  own  weaknefs  ;  but  hath  gracioufly 
promifed  the  aids  of  his  holy  fpirit  to  thole 
\dio  alk  him — "  Afk  and  ye  (hall  receive, 
feek  and  ye  (liall  find,  knock  and  it  (iiail  be 
opened  unto  you."  And  you  fee  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  day,  a  penitent,  whofe  palTions 
vrere  unufually  ftrong,  made,  by  his  grace, 
to  feel  the  all-fubduing  charms  of  virtue 
and  holinefs.  Thofe  fenhbiiities  which  had 
once  milled  her,  now  form  the  mcft  (Iriking, 

and  intereftina;  features  of  her  new  charac- 
- 
ter.    Such  difpofitions,  when  regulated  by 

divine  grace,  are  commonly  diflinguilhed 
for  a  tender,  lively,  and  affefclionate  piety  -. 
and  are  capable,  perhaps,  of  forming  the 
moft  amiable  and  perfed.  characlers  in  re- 
ligion. To  them,  probably,  we  ow^e  thofe 
noble  drains,  thole  impalhoned  odes  which 
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llie  royal  pfalmiil;  of  Ifrael  eirjployed  in 
the  v.'orfhip  of  God  ;  ihofe  facred  fervors, 
running  through  all  his  divine  compofi- 
tions,  that  continue  to  animate  the  devotion 
of  good  men  in  every  age.  Let  not  the 
ilrength  of  your  palTions,  tlien,  or  the  vi- 
vacity of  your  fenfibilities  to  pleafure, 
make  you  defpair  of  attaining  to  a  new 
life,  or  even  of  reaching  the  fummits  of  vir- 
tue. Enter  fpeedily,  and  in  earneft  on  the 
arduous  labour.  And  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  duty,  the  promife  of  God  will  dill 
remain  to  be  your  confolation,  and  your 
aid,  "  my  grace  is  fufficient  for  you.'"' 

AMEN  ! 
T 
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ON      INDUSTRY. 

JELIVERED     ON     THE     SUNDAY     PRECEDING     THS 
COMMENCEMENT,     I797. 


Romans  xii.  i.i. 
Not  Slothful  in  Bujinefs. 

THE  law  qf  Chrift  not  only  reaches  to 
the  principles  of  condu6l  in  the  heart, 
but  extends  to  the  v/hole  detail  of  our  ac- 
tive duties.  Among  thefe  it  inculcates  in- 
duftry,  and  diligence  in  bufinefs,  not  only 
by  many  direft  precepts,  but  by  the  allu- 
fions  and  images  which  it  employs  to  charac- 
terize the  chriftian  life.  It  reprefents  it  as 
an  arduous  conflift,  as  an  aftive  race,  as  a 
ftate  of  incelfant  labour  and  vigilance. 

•  Some  weak  or  fuperditious  minds  have 
imagined  that  all  this  ardor  is  to  be  employed 
only  in  devotion,  and  thofe  duties  that  ter- 
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rninate  immediately  upon  God,  while  they 
fuppofe  it  hardly  refpefts  the  affairs  ot  civil, 
of  focial,  or  domeftic  life.  Od  the  other 
hand,  juftice,  charity,  fobriety,  induftry  are 
effential  and  important  duties  of  the  chrif- 
tian  law.  In  the  order  of  life,  indeed,  they 
form  the  moil  numerous  clafs  of  our  du- 
ties, men  have  the  mofl  conftant  ufe  for 
them,  they  are  mod  directly  related  to  the 
general  interefl  and  felicity  of  the  world, 
which  is  the  great  end  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment. Aftivity  and  diligence  in  the  affairs 
of  life'may,  it  is  true,  proceed  from  impro- 
per motives,  and  be  diretled  to  improper 
ends.  Men  may  be  diligent  in  the  buiinefs 
of  the  world,  and  yet  be  deftitute  of  the 
grace  of  God  :  but,  it  may  be  laid  down 
as  an  immutable  truth  in  religion  that  no 
one  can  be  a  good  man  who  is  not  induftri- 
ous  in  fome  uieful  calling. 

Induftry  is  the  virtue  of  which  I  purpofe 
to  treat  on  the  prefent  occahon ;  in  doing 
which  I  fliall  point  out  both  its  necelhty, 
and  its  advantages. 

It  is  required  of  us  by  God — it  is  render- 
ed neceffary  by  our  relations  to  foetety — it 
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is  requifite  to  the  improvement  of  our  own 
nature — it  is  intimately  connefted  with 
other  virtues — and  it  is  indifpenfable  to  the 
bed  enjoyment  oflife.  Each  of  thefe  ideas 
I  fliall  explain  and  extend  a  little  before  I 
apply  the  fubjefl;  to  the  chief  defign  of  our 
prefent  meeting. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  required  of  us 
by  God.  This  appears  not  only  from  his 
holy  word,  but  from  the  whole  fabric  and 
order  of  the  univerfe,  and  from  the  organ- 
ization and  ftru61ure  of  our  own  nature, 
which  are  his  work.  Wherever  he  mani- 
fefts  his  power,  all  things  are  full  of  move- 
ment and  energy.  The  mighty  orbs  that 
compofe  the  univerfal  fyftem  wheel  on  in  an 
incelFant  courfe,  and  preferve  unbroken  the 
order  of  day  and  night,  of  feed  time  and 
harvefi.  Every  atom  is  in  motion,  and  is 
perpetually  ad'uming  new  forms  of  being. 
That  man  might  not  be  idle,  his  Creator 
hath  furnifhed  him  with  a  vafl  afiemblase 
of  aftonifnmg  powers,  fitted  for  an  immcnfc 
variety  of  uieful  ends,  and  which  indeed 
can  be  preferved  ina  found  Rate  and  brought 
to  the  perfeciion  for  wliich  they  were 
evidently  intended,  on!)    by   employment 
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and  exercife.     When  we  fee  a  conftant  and 
beneficent   activity  every  where  eftablifhed 
by  God  in  the  conilitution  of  nature,  it  is 
an  indication  of  his  will  too  clear  and  un- 
ambiguous to  be  mifunderftood  even  by  the 
moft  carelefs  obferver.     Were  the   powers 
with  which  man  is  endued  given  by  him  in 
vain  ?  Shall  we  fufFer  them  to  ruft  in   our 
poffeffion,  and  thereby  fruftrate  the  benevo- 
lent defigns  of  the  Creator  ?  The  opportu- 
nity and  the  means  of  doing  good  either  to 
ourfelves  or  others,  as  they  are  befiiowed  by 
him,  and   are  the   indications   of  his  willj 
point  out  to  us  a  facred  law  of  duty.     As 
long  as  any  good  end  can  be  anfwered  by  our 
a6i:ivity,  and  that  is  as  long  as  we  exilt,  we 
are    under    inviolable    obligations    to   in- 
duftry. 

The  fame  fpirit  breathes  throughout  the 
v/ord  of  God.  Diligence  in  fome  ufeful 
bufinefs  is  reprefenttd  as  eiTential  to  the 
charafter  of  a  good  man.  The  apoftle,  in 
his  inftruttions  to  Timothy  hath  faid,  '•'  if 
any  provide  not  for  his  own,  and  efpecial- 
ly  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe,  he  hath  de- 
nied the  faith  and  is  v/orfe  than  an  infidel." 
In  dcfcribins;  the  chara6ler  of  thofe  widows 
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whom  he  permitted  to  be  received  upon  the 
charitable  liPis  of  the  chriftian  church,  he 
requires  that  they  be  "  well  reported  of  for 
good  works — that  they  have  brought  up 
children,  that  they  have  lodged  firangers, 
that  they  have  relieved  the  afflicted,  and  that 
they  have  diligently  followed  every  good 
work."  To  quote  no  other  example  lif- 
ten  to  the  reproach  which  our  bleffed  Lord 
makes  to  the  unhappy  man  who  had  not 
induftrioufly  improved  the  talent  with  which 
he  had  been  intruPiied — "  Thou  wicked  ^id 

Jloth/id  fervant !"  And  let  us  tremble  at  the 
fentence  pronounced  upon  him,  ''  call  ye 
the  unprojitable  fervant  into  utter  darknefs — 
there  fhall  be  v/ailing  and  gnalhing  of 
teeth."  From  hence  it  appears  that,  in  the 
final  judgment,  VvT  muR  render  an  account 
of  the  negleft  of  our  talents  as  well  as  of 
their  mifimprovemcnt — of  our  omillions  of 
duty  as   v;eil   as  of  our  pofitive  tranfgref- 

.  fions. 

ft 

"When,  in  another  palTage,  our  Saviour 
commands  his  difcipies  "  not  -to  labour  for 
the  meat  that  perilheth,  but  for  that  which 
endureth  to  everlaRing  life" — can  he  mean, 
as  fome  have  imagined,  to  recommend  a 
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pious  idlenefs,  or  to  make  a  merit  of  mo- 
nadic pbverty  ?  Can  he  intend  to  connnc 
all  the  images  of  vigilance  and  labour  by 
which,  in  other  places,  the  chriilian  life  is 
reprefented,  wholly  to  the  fecret  and  inte- 
rior duties  of  religion  ? — It  is  impoffible — 
but  knowing  how  prone  mankind  are  to 
give  the  preference  to  vihble  and  temporal 
things  above  thofe  that  are  invilible  and 
eternal,  he  intends  by  tliis  lirong  exprcITion 
to  call  dov/n  the  world  from  itSAufurped 
fuperiority,  and  to  give  their  juli  afcenden- 
cy3Si\n  our  efteem  and  purfuit  to  the  objefts 
of  an  immortal  exiftence.  Amidfl  all  our 
juftifiable  concerns  for  the  prefent  life,  the 
life  to  come  is  of  inhnitely  higher  moment, 
and  demands  our  principal  care. 

II.  Induftry  is  a  duty  required,  in  the  next 
place,  by  our  relations  to  fociety. 

No  man  liveth  to  himfelf  alone.  .We 
are  all  members  one  of  another,  and  are 
linked  together  by  innumerable  ties  of  mu- 
tual intereft  and  dependence.  The  joint  ef- 
forts of  all  are  neceffary  for  llie  happinefs 
of  all.  Alto,  as  an  infulated  individual,  is 
capable  of  little  improvement,,  and  even  of 
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little  enjoyment.  Arts  are  invented  and 
cultivated,  fociety  advances,  and  is  refined, 
and  the  public  profperity  is  promoted  only 
by  united  labours.  Each  one  is  called  to 
contribute  his  portion  to  the  common  ilock. 
Every  man,  therefore,  who  is  not  ufefully 
employed,  may  be  conhdered  as  robbing 
fo  much  from  the  fum  of  general  benefit 
and  happinefs  as  his  labours  ought  to  have 
added  to  it.  He  docs  more.  His  exam- 
•  pie  infefts  the  community.  A  nd  the  idle 
become  injurious,  not  only  by  their  own 
indolence,  but  by  their  pernicious  influeifce. 

Who  has  a  right  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  fociety  if  he  contribute  nothing  to  main- 
tain and  increafe  them  ?  Shall  the  wealthy 
claim  this  diilionorable  privilege,  as  if  being 
the  fpring  of  aBion  in  others,  and  the  chan- 
nels through  which  the  rewards  of  labour 
flow  to  them,  they  might  remain  idle  ?  No, 
the  ties  of  reciprocal  dependence  pervade 
all  orders  of  the  community,  and  reach, 
hke  a  mighty  chain,  from  the  highefl  to  the 
loweft.  Befides,  is  it  not  manifeiily  unjufl 
that  thofe  who  enjoy  the  bounties  of  pro- 
vidence in  the  greatefi;  profufion  fhould  em- 
ploy them  to  the  leah.  worthy  purpofcs — 
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fiiould  render  themfelves  the  lead  worthy 
of  men — fliouid  fuffer  their  powers  to  flag- 
nate  and  degenerate  for  want  of  a  necella- 
ry  and  ufeful  exercife — fliould  become,  by 
their  example,  the  corrupters  of  fociety  1* 
If  God  has  elevated  them  to  confpicuous 
flations,  and  put  into  their  hands  the  means 
of  doing  extenfive  good,  has  he  not  laid* 
them  under  proportionally  higher  obliga- 
tions than  other  men  to  cultivate  an  intrin- 
fic  worth  of  character,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  great  Father  of  the  univerle  in  pro- 
moting the  happinefs  of  mankind.  Can 
this  be  effected  by  an  indolent  felf -enjoy- 
ment that  takes  no  interefh  in  the  affairs  of 
men  ?  Can  it,  by  a  luTvurious  diffipation  in 
v/hich,  though  men  ma 7  be  attive,  they  are 
worfe  than  idle,  and  active  only  to  perni- 
cious ends  ? 

To  the  law  of  an  ufeful  indufiry,  there- 
fore, the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  great 
as  well  as  the  humble  are,  by  their  relations 
to  fociety  and  to  God,  equally  and  indif- 
penfably  fubje6]:. 

But,  independentlv  on  thefe  high  rela- 
tionSj  every  man  is  under  obligations  to  in- 

U 
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cluftry  from  his  holy  and  tender  connexions 
with  a  family.  If  he  has  been  thrown  by 
providence  among  the  inferior  clafTes  of 
fortune,  is  it  not  among  the  firft  duties 
both  of  nature  and  religion  to  make  provi-. 
fion  for  thofe  of  his  ov/n  houfehold,  who 
depend  upon  his  care,  or  to  whom  he  has 
been  the  voluntary  occafion  of  exiilence  ? 
— Whatever  ftation  he  holds,  is  it  not  his 
duty  to  exhibit  before  them  a  worthy  exam- 
ple ?  With  affiduity  to  fuperintend  their 
education  on  which  fo  much  depends  for 
their  happinefs  in  life  ?  And  to  throw  round 
them,  in  that  rank  which  they  poiTels,  all 
the  refpeftability  that  virtue,  talents,  and 
induftry  can  bellow  upon  them  ?  Without 
great  vigilance  and  care  in  forming  the  fen- 
timents  and  habits  of  youth,  they  are  liable 
to  fmk  into  infignificance,  or  to  fall  a  prey 
to  the  innumerable  minifters  of  vice  that  . 

furround  them.    Parents  are  refponfible  for  I 

their  children  to  God,  and  the  public,  as 
well  as  to  their  own  hearts.  For  v/ant  of 
that  energy  and  vigilance  which  a  juil  edu- 
cation requires,  how  many  of  the  poor  have 
plunged  into  a  low  and  brutal  profligacy? 
how  many  families  of  high  fortune  have 
gradually  degenerated  in  the  qualities  both 
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of  their  bodies  and  their  mirj^ds,  till,  at  lad, 
the  victims  of  indolence  or"  vice,  they  have 
become  utterly  extin6l  ? 

III.  In  the  next  place,  induflry  in  fome 
ufeful  purfuit  is  connected  with  the  im- 
provement and  perfeftion  of  the  powers  of 
our  nature. 

Continual  exercife  and  employment  is 
neceffary  to  the  ftrength  and  vigor  both  of 
the  corporeal,  and  the  mental  qualities.  This 
is  a  law  of  nature  ellablilhed  by  that  infinite 
goodnefs  of  which  we  every  where  fee  the 
proofs,  and  which  has  intended  to  promote 
the  perfeftion  of  our  own  nature  by  means 
that  fliould  be,  at  the  fame  time,  eflentially 
connefted  with  the  good  of  mankind.  That 
a61ion  that  is  moil  beneficial  to  ourfelves  is 
that  which  is  alfo  moll  ufeful  to  others™ 
Any  faculty  that  remains  unexerted  be- 
comes, in  time,  paralized  and  enfeebled,  and 
is  hardly  capable  of  being  applied  to  the 
ends  for  which  nature  intended  it.  The 
ancients,  who  underllood  fo  well  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  prepared  their  citizens  to 
become  vigorous  defenders  of  their  country 
by  the  moll  athletic  exercifes  ;  and  in  their 
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fchools  they  endeavoured  to  cultivate  the 
leafon  and  the  genius  by  lludies  that  requir- 
ed an  intenle  and  continued  exertion  of  thofe 
powers. — Indullrious  and  ufeful  employ- 
ment, when  mixed  with  proper  recreation 
favours  tb.e  vigor  and  perfedion  of  the  body, 
promotes  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and 
imparts  ferenity  and  purity  to  the  affeBions. 
Idlenefs  degenerates  every  thing ;  and  mere 
amufement,  where  it  occupies  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  time,  evaporates  the  greateft  and 
mofi:  refpe6lable  qualities  of  human  nature. 

Befides,  idlenefs  is  not  only  an  enfeebling 
quality  but  forms  alfo  a  contemptible  cha- 
racler.  A  man  who  is  not  employed  as  the 
author  of  nature  intended  he  (hould  be — 
whofe  talents  are  ufelefs,  and  whofe  exam- 
ple is  pernicious — v/ho  merely  eats,  and 
drinks,  and  fleeps,  or  lounges  from  place  to 
place,  an  inactive  burden  on  the  earth,  muft 
be  defpifed  by  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  and  he 
will  feel,  if  he  has  any  fentiment  remaining, 
that  he  deferves  to  be  defpifed.  The  induf- 
trious  will  regard  him  with  fufpicion,  as  a 
nuilance  to  fociety,  and  as  likely  to  prove  at 
lail  a  burden  upon  their  charity,  if  they  can 
be  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  his  frauds— 
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The  ingenious  will  look  with  fcorn  on  that 
ignoble  dirpofition  that  can  confent  to  bury 
the  heaven-born  fpark  ofreafcn  under  a 
mafs  of  inactive  corruption — that  has  no  am- 
bition to  excel — and  cannot  be  penetrated 
\v4th  the  divine  beauties  of  truth  and  fcience 
— And  all  mud  hold  in  contempt  the  man 
who  does  nothing  worthy  the  rational,  lb- 
cial,  and  human  nature. 

IV.    Induilry,    is    intimately    connected 
with  many  other  virtues. 

Order,  fobriety,  integritv,  and  temper- 
ance in  pleafure,  are  ufually  affociated  with 
indullrious  merit.  When  a  man's  pov/ers 
are  fully  occupied  on  ufeful  objefts  he  is, 
in  a  great  meafure,  exempted  from,  the 
temptations  that  lead  to  vice.  Labour 
tends  to  cool  the  boiling  ardor  of  the  paf-. 
fions,  and  to  introduce  among  them  tran- 
quility and  order.  Intenfe  application  to 
bufmefs,  exhauils  that  irregular  and  impure 
fire  that  is  continually  drawing  afide  into 
vice  thofe  v/ho  live  w^ithout  proper  employ- 
ment. 

Man  beins:  formed  for  aclion  is  reftlefs  and 
unhappy  without  it,   ar.d  is   prone  to  feck 
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.^^'^ 
that  excitement  from  vicious  ideas  and  pur- 

fuits  which  he  ought  to  receive  only  from 
beneficial  olans  and  virtuous  en^aoements. 
His  imagination  is  apt  to  be  filled  with  looie 
fcenes — criminal  dehres  rife  and  ferment  in 
his  heart — fenlual  appetites  are  the  only- 
principles  that  have  force  fufhcient  to  roule 
and  occupy  him. — If  we  look  back  on  life, 
has  it  not  been  when  we  were  raofl;  idle  that 
v/e  have  been  moll  expofed  to  temptation  ? 
Among  the  idle  do  we  not  ufually  find  the 
(laves  of  intemperance  and  debauchery? 
Among  the  idle  do  we  not  find  thofe  who 
facrifice  honor,  confcience,  and  time,  by  a 
bafe  and  pernicious  gambling,  the  ordinary 
refource  of  people  without  ideas  and  with- 
out induflry.  Are  they  not  the  idle  to 
whom  time  feem.s  tedious,  and  who  fly  to 
diffipation  tofdlthe  painful  void  created  by 
want  of  ufeful  occupation  ?  Do  we  not 
among  the  idle  comm.only  find  thofe  who, 
having  v/afted  their  eflates,  or  fuffered  them, 
through  inattention,  to  fall  into  decay,  ha\^ 
been  tempted  to  employ  didioneif  and  crim- 
inal ir.eans  in  order  to  repair  them  ?  Are 
they  not  the  idle  alfo  who  are  the  tatlers  and 
whifperers  of  fociety,  and  •  the  authors  of 
mifunderilandincT  and   difcontent  between 
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friends  and  neighbours.  Not  feeling  the 
excitement  to  action  that  arifes  from  virtu- 
ous principles  ancl  induftrious  habits,  they 
abandon  themfelves  to  the  ftimulus  of  a  low 
and  prying  curiofity,  and  their  miferable 
employment  is  to  hear  and  retail  the  anec- 
dotes of  {lander. 

But,  from  no  caufe  are  the  idle  more  ex- 
pofed  to  danger  than  from  companions  like 
themfelves.  They  mutually  miOead  and 
enfnare  one  another.  Their  evil  habits,  and 
their  hnful  paffions  acquire  additional  force, 
by  being  feparated  from  the  good,  and  af- 
fociated  only  with  the  bad.  How  many  do 
we  daily  fee,  falling,  by  this  means,  the  vic- 
tims of  habitual  intemperance  ?  Hov/  ma- 
ny, among  the  pooreil  claffes  of  focicty, 
giving  up  the  active  and  diligent  purfuit  of 
honeit,  though  humble  occupations,  for  the 
contemptible  andruinous  habits  of  fauntering 
and  tipling,  leave  their  unhappy  families  to 
fuffer  at  home  ?  Kov/  many  who  ought  to 
live  by  their  daily  labour,  do  we  fee  turning 
malicious  tale  bearers  or  ridiculous  politi- 
cians, and  regulating,  in  their  pretended 
wifdoni,  the  affairs  of  the  ftate,  while  their 
own  trades  are  failing  into  decay  ?  Thefe 
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men  make  up  the  mob  of  fatlion  in  every 
country — And  your  idle  politicians,  your 
lounging  patriots,  and  men  who  have  em- 
barralled  their  circumfiances  by  their  own 
folly  and  neglect,  are  always  hoftile  to  good 
government,  as  if  the  laws  were  their  ene- 
mies, and  are  ready  for  any  diforder  in  the 
republic  whenever  they  can  find  a  wicked 
and  a  daring  leader. 

Honeft  induilry  exempts  men  from  the 
temptations  that  lead  to  moft,  or  to  all  of 
the  crimes  which  have  juft  been  mentioned. 
Intereftjin  that  cafe,  concurs  v/ith inclination 
to  render  them  fober,  peaceful,  and  orderly 
citizens — The  fermentation  of  fmful  paf- 
{ions  is  checked  by  the  afctive  labours,  either 
of  the  body,  or  of  the  mind — Secure,  in  the 
exercife  of  their  own  talents,  of  a  compe- 
tence always  refpeftable  in  the  efteem  of 
the  wife,  and  pollefling  fufhcient  to  fatisfy 
the  moderate  dehres  that  are  conne61ed 
V.  ith  induRry  and  labour,  they  feel  little  in- 
ducement, to  turn  afide  to  the  criminal,  pre- 
carious, and  dangerous  refources  of  knave- 
ry for  mending  their  fortune.  Along  with 
induilry  we  will  generally  find  fober  man- 
ners, tranquil  pailions,  modefl;  defires,  up- 
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right  defigns, benevolent  difpofitionSja  mind 
rapcrior  to  fraud,  able  to  rely  upon  itfeif, 
folicitous  for  the  intereft  of  fociety,  and  in- 
flexibly attached  to  duty. 

V.  I  proceed,  in  the  lad  place,  to  lliew 
that  ufeful  employment  is  indifpenfable  to 
the  bell  enjoyment  of  life. 

Idlenefs,  though  often  foudit  for  that 
purpofe,  is  an  enemy  to  true  pleafure. 
Enjo)  ment  requires  vigor,  activity,  and  a 
certain  fpring  upon  the  powers  of  nature 
that  cannot  exift  in  the  lancrour  and  lalfitude 
of  inaction.  The  moderate  and  conRant 
exercife  of  our  faculties  is  no  lefs  necelfary 
in  order  to  tafte  the  fatisfaclions  they  are 
capable  of  yielding,  than  it  is  to  bring  thofe 
faculties  to  the  perfection  of  which  they 
are  fufceptible.  God  hath  gracioufly  and 
infeparably  conne£led  the  happinefs  of  all 
fenfible  and  rational  beings  with  the  progrefs 
and  improvement  of  their  nature. — Induf- 
try  is  abfolutely  requiiite  to  true  enjoyment. 

After  labour,  how  fweet  to  an  induftrious 
man  is  that  refi  that  is  necelfary  to  refreih 
him  for  his    work?     What  a  reliili  does 
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ufeful  employment  give  to  thofe  innocent 
amufements  with  which  it  is  fometimes 
lawful  to  unbend  nature  after  the  fatienes  of 
duty?  What  an  cxqumte  pleafure  do 
found  organs,  undepraved  appetites,  hmpie 
taftes,  temperate  purfuits,  ferene  fpirits,  and 
all  the  uleful  progeny  of  labour  add  to 
every  enjoyment  of  fenfe  ?  Do  the  chil- 
dren oi"  idlenefs  and  effeminacy  know  any 
fatisfaclions  comparable  to  thefe? — Their 
red  is  laffitude-^their  amufement  diihpa- 
tion — their  a.ppetites  are  cloyed,  and  their 
tailes  blunted  by  pleafures  that  continually 
ofier  themfelves  before  they  are  dem.anded 
by  nature.  Luxury  wears  out,  and  de- 
praves the  appetites  it  was  invented  to  gra- 
tify— and  indolence  rendering  them  debili- 
tated and  impaired,  they  can  enjoy  nothing 
but  in  confequence  of  a  thotifand  artihciai 
provocatives  that  roufe  them  to  a  momen- 
tary but  difeafed  adiion. 

Are  not  thefe  refieftions  verified  by  ex- 
perience ?  Where  do  wx  find  thofe  who 
are  mod  ferene — who  perceive  the  mofl 
equal  and  cheerful  flow  of  fpirits — and 
who  appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  have  the 
bell  enjoyment  of  life  ?  Is  it  not  among  the 
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induftrious  and  dilig-ent  who  are  always  en- 
gaged  in  fomc  proper  and  beneficial  occu-- 
paiion  ?  Where  do  we  find  the  greatell 
liitleiinefs,  and  the  moil  frequent  chagrin, 
and  complaints  of  the  heavmefs  and  tedi- 
oufnefs  cf  time  P  Is  it  not  anions;  the  indo- 
lent?  Hcrdly  are  they  capable  of  being 
roufed  into  any  enjoyment  of  themfelves 
but  by  company,  gaming,  routs,  aflemblies. 
They  are  ready  to  die  with  a  dillrefiing 
langor  till  the  feafon  of  their  diverfions  re- 
turns— And  day  after  day  they  repeat  the 
fame  frivolous  and  infipid  round  without 
tafte,  without  fentiment,  without  any  ufe- 
ful  engagement,  and  with  infinitely  lefs  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  true  relifli  of  life  than  the 
humble  labourer  who  earns  his  daily  bread 
by  the  Av^eat  of  his  brow. 

If  we  turn  our  rePieftions  to  the  purfuits 
of  literature  w^e  fliall  find  the  idle  and  the 
ignorant  equally  far  from  true  happinefs. 
It  hath  pleafed  the  Creator  to  connect  the 
rnoft  pure  and  exquifue  fatisfatiions  with 
the  love  of  fcience,  and  the  attainment  of 
truth.  By  penetrating  ^nd  unfolding  the 
fyftem  of  nature  we  feem  to  enlaro;e  our 
Q'Nii  bemg,  and  to  approach  towards  the 
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fupreme  felicity  of  its  /uthor.  A  iv.zn 
who  cultivates  liberal  knowledge,  like  him 
who  cultivates  piety  and  virtue,  can  feldom 
be  dependent  on  any  thing  without  himfeU 
for  liis  happinefs.  He  carries  continually 
with  him  the  moil  precious  fources  of  it  in 
his  own  breaR.  In  profperity,  next  to  the 
hopes  of  religion,  it  is  his  richelt  treafure— 
by  it  he  is  enabled  to  alleviate  affiicrion — 
it  is  the  ornament  of  fociety,  and  in  foli- 
tude  always  a  delightful  companion — it 
adorns  and  ennobles  youth — it  is  the  con- 
foiation  of  age — and  confers  on  venerable 
years  refpeftability  and  lullre. 

On  the  other  hand,  ignorance  is  as  void 
of  fatisfaftion  as  it  is  dilgraceful  in  thofe 
who  have  had  the  opportunity  and  the 
means  of  improvement.  Idlenefs  in  youth 
unavoidably  lays  the  foundation  of  diiho- 
norable  manhood,  and  of  defpicable  age. 
Nothing  can  be  more  contemptible,  and 
often  nothing  more  pitiable,  than  a  vacant 
old  age  after  an  idle  and  mis-fpent  youth. 
Vv  ithout  indulirious  habits,  and  without 
fentiment,  talle,  or  knov/iedge,  it  is  a  mife- 
rable  void.  It  has  no  refource  within  itfelf 
to  fupport  the  folitude,  the  want  of  cuilo- 
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mary  aniulements,  tind  the  neglecl  it  mud 
inevitably  experience.  But  age,  refpe^ta- 
ble  lor  its  knowledge  and  example,  rich  in 
tlie  reputation  of  paft  ufefulnefs,  and  the 
honors  paid  it  by  the  young,  may  flill  enjoy 
its  comtorts,  and  at  len^:jth  fmk  down  into 
the  grave  encompaded  v/ith  the  confola- 
tions  credited  for  it  by  the  virtues  and  in- 
duilry  of  early  years. 

If  induflry  is  fo  neceflary  to  a  gccd  life, 
and  ir  fo  many  benefits  flow  from  it  both  to 
ourfelves,  and  to  fociety,  as  may  perhaps 
appear  from  the  preceding  illufirations,  you 
will  acknowledge  that  the  duty  of  the  faith- 
ful and  ufeful  employment  of  time  cannot 
be  too  frequently,  or  too  earneiUy  incul- 
cated upon  us  eitxher  as  men,  as  citizens,  or 
as  chriitians.  It  is  certainly  among  the 
bell  means  by  wdiich  a  difciple  of  Chriit  can, 
adorn  the  profefTion  of  God  his  Saviour. 
Induilry  is  affociated  with  ail  the  ufeful 
virtues,  idlenefs  with  all  the  difg-raceful 
vices. 

I  do  not  mean,  however  to  recommend 
conftant  and  unremitted  labour  of  body  or 
mind.      There  is  an  extreme  in  the  belt 
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things  that  ouglit  to  be  avoided.  Some  in" 
tervais  we  require  for  relaxation  and  re- 
frefiiment,  and  fome  may  be  proiitably  as. 
well  as  agreeably  devoted  to  the  civilities, 
and  the  rational  pleafures  of  fociety.  But 
thefe  intervals  ought  to  be  regulated  by  the 
{Treat  end  of  livinq;,  and  to  be  made  iuoier- 
vient  to  the  higher  and  more  atlive  duties 
of  life,  by  fitting  us  to  return  to  them  with 
greater  alacrity,  and  by  improving  in  our 
hearts  the  humane  and  amiable  virtues  that 
conneQ;  us  with  mankind. — No  portions  of 
our  time,  however,  ought  to  be  guarded,  by 
a  good  man,  with  greater  caution  than  thele 
againft  the  acceis  of  vice.  Into  thefe,  if 
into  any  it  is  able  to  iniinuate  its  poifon 
unperceived.  The  moments  of  relaxation 
and  pleafure  are,  commonly,  the  mom.ents 
of  our  greateft  danger.  A  life  of  virtue 
^and  piety— that  is  a  hie  worthy  of  a  ration- 
al, focial,  and  immortal  being,  is  a  life  of 
vigilance,  of  labour,  of  conllant,  ufeful,  and 
active  exertion. 

My  brethren,  I  beg  your  indulgence  in 
the  remaining  part  of  this  difcourfe,  while, 
according  to  an  old  and  laudable  cufiom  in 
this  inilitution,  I  addrefs  a  fev/  reiledions 
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and  exhortations  to  the  members  of  that 
clafs  who  are  (hortly  about  to  be  admitted 
to  its  honors. 

Young  Gentlemen ! 

You  have  now  finillied  the  ufual  courfe  of 
fludies  in  this  feminary ;  but  you  have  as 
yet  only  entered  on  the  threfliold  of  the  tem- 
ple of  fcience.  You  have  completed  fom.e 
years  of  laborious  and  honorable  applica- 
tion to  letters  ;  but  if  you  would  arrive  at 
eminence  in  your  refpe6live  deftinations 
in  future  life,  your  labours  are  only  jull 
beginning.  It  would  be  the  effeft  of  unpar- 
donable vanity,  and  the  proof  of  mis-fpent 
time,  or  of  defe61ive  talents  to  fuppofe  that 
vour  acquifitions  hitherto  were  more  than 
the  moil  fimple  elements  of  fcience,  and 
humble  handmaids  to  future  improvements.^ 
Ignorance  alone  is  eafily  fatisHed  with  its 
own  attainments,  becaufe  it  fees  not  how 
much  is  to  be  known.  Real  knowledge,  by 
elevating  the  mind  to  higher  ground,  enlar- 
ges its  horifon,  enables  it  to  difcern  innume- 
rable openings  into  the  diflant  and  bound- 
lefs  fields  of  nature  that  yet  remain  to  be 
explored,   and  therefore    humbles  it  with 
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a  difcovery  of  the  fniall  progrcfs  it  has 
already  made.  You  heive  iiuberto  o-ained 
little  if  you  have  not  acquired  habits  of  ap- 
plication, a  tafte  for  letters,  and  an  ardent 
thiril  for  improvement.  With  thefe  qua- 
lities, vrhat  you  have  attained  v/ill  prove  an 
ufeful  introduclion  to  the  ^reat  circle  of 
fciences,  and  enable  you  to  direct  your  own 
future  progrefs  in  itudy.  Without  them 
you  may  loofe  even  what  you  have  gained. 
For,  in  the  ileep  and  arduous  road  of  fci- 
ence  there  is  no  point  of  reft.  Unlefs  we 
advance  we  neceffarily  go  backwards. 

Induftry  will  be  eftential  to  your  fuccefs 
if  you  would  rife  to  eminence  in  any  liberal 
profeftion,  or  ferve  your  country  with  dif- 
rinftion  in  any  refpedable  department  of 
church  or  ftate.  One  or  another  of  thefe 
^  objefts  I  prcfume  is  your  aim.  I  will  not 
fuppofe  that  any  of  you,  after  the  opportu- 
nities you  have  had  to  elevate  and  enlarge 
x'our  views,  to  refine  your  fentimcnts,  and 
to  prepare  to  acl  an  honorable  part  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  can  prove  lb  uriwor- 
thy  and  degenerate  as  to  be  contented  to 
dracr  through  the  inferior  grades  of  Ibciety 
uiclefs  and  undiftinguiftied,  and  to  yield  the 
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palm  of  excellence  and  merit  wholly  to 
others.  Shall  indolence  heieaff  r  deitroy 
the  hopes  of  your  parents^  the  expectations 
of  your  country,  your  own  honor,  and  that 
high  refpeft  which  the  elevated  and  virtu- 
*ous  mind  ought  to  have  for  iifelf  ?  Shall 
the  degrading  love  of  eafe  and  plea  lure, 
like  a  blighting  mildew,  blail  your  improve- 
ments in  the  bud  ?  and  prepare  for  you  a 
manhood  unfruitful  of  honor,  and  an  old 
age,  if  you  fliould  live  to  fee  old  age,  vacant 
of  rational  and  virtuous  enjoyment,  and 
llript  of  the  homage  due  to  ufeiui  and  well 
fpent  years. 

You  now  (land  onaneminence  from  which 
you  (hould  look  forward  to  tlie  period  v/hen 
you  (hall  be  ranked  among-  the  future  Ie?if- 
lators,  magiltrates,  or  interpreters  of  the 
religion,  or  the  laws  of  your  country.  When 
you  look  through  the  whole  compafs  of 
fcience,  by  a  general  acquaintance  v.'ith 
v^hich  you  fhould  prepare  yourfeivcs  for 
the  dlfcharge  of  oiliccs  fo  arduous  and 
important,  what  aHiduity  and  perfeverance 
will  even  your  preparation  for  public  life 


requn-e  ? 
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The  time  has  been  in  this  country  v/hen 
a  fmattering  of  knov/ledge  aided  by  fome 
Iprightlinels  of  natural  parts  would  frequent 
ly  fecure  to  a  man  in  the  liberal  profeihons 
both  diftinftion  and  fortune.  That  time  is 
nearly  pail.  And,,  by  reafon  of  the  more 
general  diiiufion  of  learning,  and  the  grow- 
ing muhitude  of  rivals  in  every  art,  and 
competitors  for  every  office,  more  folid  ac- 
quirements, and  higher  qualifications  will 
every  day  become  more  neceflary  for  fuc- 
cefs, 

Befides,  a  mere  theologian,  or  a  mere 
'lawyer  is  an  inferior  charafter,  and  not  of 
difficult  acquifition.  But  to  be  able  to  il- 
luftrate  the  facred  writings  by  all  the  aids 
of  philology,  of  antiquities,  of  criticifm,  of 
eloquence,  and  philofophy — to  be  the  in- 
terpreters of  juftice  by  a  familiar  recurrence 
to  the  pandctts  and  codes  of  the  mod  en- 
lightened nations — to  draw  political  wifdoni 
from  the  hifiory  of  ages,  from  an  extenfive 
knowlege  of  human  nature  and  human  foci- 
ety,  and  from  fo  many  fages  who  have 
written  profoundly  on  that  fcience,  this  is 
an  arduous  labour — this  is  a  charatler  ve- 
nerable by  its  powerSj  its  virtues^  and  its 
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ufefulncfs ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  worthy 
of  a  generous  ambition,  or  the  noble  defire 
of  doing  good. 

Every  view  you  can  take  of  the  profpec^ 
that  hes^  before  you,  impofes  upon  you  high 
and  indifpenfible  obhgations  to  indiidry  in 
thofe  great  purfuits  to  which  you  have  hi- 
therto been  only  opening  a  paiTage.  Induf- 
try  is  the  law  oi  your  nature — it  is  the  com- 
mand of  God — it  is  necefTary  in  order  to 
cultivate  the  vail  and  various  held  oi  know- 
ledge that  fp reads  itfelf  out  before  your 
view.  You  are  invited  to  it  by  the  expec- 
tations of  your  country,  and  by  the  honorvS 
and  rewards  (he  has  to  bellow  on  ufeful  and 
confpicuous  merit — And  you  are  invited  to 
it  by  the  certainty  you  may  have  of  fuccefs 
if  you  are  not  wantmg  to  yourfelves.  For 
a  well  direfted  diligence  and  perfeverance 
will  eventually  infure  fuccefs  even  to  mode- 
rate talents.  And  without  thefe  qualities 
the  greateft  talents  will  be  f  ruitlefs.  Indeed 
the  principal  differences  among  mankind  in 
point  of  knowlege  and  abilities,  common- 
ly depend  more  upon  indullry,  than  upon 
the  natural  diilinftions  of  genius.  A  mif- 
taken  fentiment  often  prevails  am.ong  young 
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perfons,  v/hicli  yen  will  do  well  to  correal, 
that  great  induliry  is  the  mark  of  inferior 
talents,  and  that  idlenefs  and  ^idipation  are 
charatteriitics  of  native  grenius.""^ — There  is 
indeed  one  kind  of  genius,  i  mean  tliat  which 
confiils  chiefly  ni  the  livelinefs  of  the  ima- 
gination, that  has  not  infrequently  been  con- 
iiefted  with  difTipated  manners.  Hov/ever 
genius  of  this  kind  may  fometimes  ferve  to 
enliveti  fociety,  or  to  amufe  our  hours  of 
leifure,  it  is  little  fitted  for  bufmefs  and  af- 
fairs, and  is  utterly  incompetent  to  philofo- 
phic  inveiligation.  But  that  genius  that 
confiils  in  profound  and  penetratmg  judg- 
ment, that  is  capable  to  invent,  and  improve 
fcience,  and  is  really  ufefui  to  the  world,  is 
almoif  always  united  with  aftivity  in  bufi- 
nefs,  and  perfevering  application  to  ftudy.f 
By  thefe  qualities  have  the  greateft  men  in 
every  age  been  highly  diRinguifhed.  Not 
to  mention  the  Boyles,  the  Newtons,  and 
the  Lockes  of  modern  times,  nor  the  Pla- 


*  It  is  falfe,  and  is  refuted  hy  the  example  of  the  mofl 
elevated  charafters  in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  in  foreign 
nations. 

f  This  mufl:  neceflarily  be  the  cafe.  For  if  truth  and 
fcience  poiTcls  charms,  muft  not  the  under ftanding  that  is 
capable  to  perceive  them  delight  continually  to  contem- 
plate them  ? 
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tos  and  Antonines  of  antiquity,  let  me  re- 
call to  your  mind  only  Marcus  Tullius 
Cicero,  a  name  that  ilands  for  genius  itfelf, 
the  greateit  orator,  the  gr^ateit  Hatefman, 
and  the  greateil  pliilolopher  that  Rome 
ever  produced.  A  celebrated  and  accurate 
writer  of  his  life  fays  *'  his  induftry  was  in- 
credible, beyond  the  example,  or  even  con- 
ception of  our  d^ys.  This  was  the  fecret 
by  which  he  performed  fucii  wonders,  and 
reconciled  perpetual  fiudy  with  perpesual 
affairs.  He  iuffercd  no  part  of  his  leifure 
to  be  idle,  or  the  leaR  interval  of  it  to  be 
unimproved  ;  but  v/hat  other  people  gave 
to  the  public  Ihews,  to  pleafures,  to  feafls, 
nay,  even  to  ileep  and  the  ordinary  refrefii- 
ments  of  nature,  he  generally  gave  to  his 
books,  and  the  enlargement  oi  his  know- 
ledge."" Kerc  is  an  ex  air.  pie  on  v/hich  you' 
hiould  be  proud  to  form  yourfelves — an 
example  that  refutes  the  dull  maxims  of 
idlenefs  and  profligacy,  and  points  out  the 
real  road  to  q-reatnefs  and  honor. 

Alonn^  with  indudry  and  a  laudable  emu- 
lation  to  excell,  let  it  be  your  care  to  cuiti- 

*  Dr.  Middlcton'3  life  of  Cicero. 
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vate  all  tliofe  virtues  that  ufuallv  accom- 
pany  diligence   and   ureful   employment — ' 
order  in  your  fludies  and  in  all  your  duties, 
by   which  you  may  avoid  an  unprofitable 
Vv'alle  of  time — frugality  in  living,  and  eco- 
nomy in  expenditures,  qualities  which  alone 
are  worthy  either  of  religion  or  philofo- 
phy,  and   becoming   the  citizens  of  a  free 
republic — regularity  and  puntluality  in  bu- 
fmefs,  fo  neceilary  for  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  fociety — honefly    and  upright- 
nefs  in  your  conducl  towards  men,  which  is 
the  bafis  of  our   focial    connexions — piety 
towards  God,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
our  eternal  hopes — Let  me  add,  particular- 
ly,   fobriety,  and  temperance  in    pleafure, 
which  youth  have  fo  many  temptations  to 
tranfn^refs,  but  which  are  fo  neceffary  in  or- 
der to  preferve  and  invigorate  the  pov/ers 
both  of  body  and  of  mind.      The   intem- 
perate indulgence  of  appetite   wades  and 
enfeebles  nature,  it  empoveriflies  genius,  it 
weakens  the  fentiments  of  probity  and  ho- 
nor, it  is  ready  to  facrilice  the  mofl:  elevated 
profpcfts  of  virtue  to  a  low^  and  brutal  love 
of  fenfual  pleafure — and  hurries  a  man  al- 
moil  beyond  the  power  of  refiiiance  to  the 
precipice  of  ihame  and  ruin. — Cultivate  an 
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honorable  third  for  knowledge,  and  let 
your  {Indies  be  chiefly  of  the  feverer  kind, 
and  always  accurate  and  fyflematic.  I  mean 
hyfyjicm,  remounting  to  firft  principles. — 
Loofe  and  fuperficial  reading  tends  to  fof- 
ter  vanity  and  produces  little  fcience  that 
is  fubftantial,  or  can  be  applied  to  real  ufe. 
A  courfe  of  reading  that  conhfLs  of  amufe- 
ment,  principally,  fuch  as  thofe  fitiitious  hif- 
tories  which  have  become  fo  fafhionable  to 
the  great  injury  of  more  folid  improve- 
ments, weakens  and  effeminates  the  mind, 
renders  the  taile  fickly,  perverts  the  ideas  of 
real  life,  and  difqualifies  both  men  and  wo- 
men for  fulfilling  with  dignity  and  pru- 
dence the  duties  that  belons:  to  them  ei- 
ther  in  their  civil  or  domeftic  relations.  To 
hope  to  become  fcholars  or  men  of  bufmefs 
by  fuch  light  occupations  of  the  fancy,  and 
fuch  gentle  agitations  of  the  heart,  would 
be  like  an  attempt  to  make  Greek  or  Ro- 
man foldiers  by  lillening  to  the  foft  notes  of 
the  flute,  or  exercifing  the  limbs  only  in  the 
fwiming  mazes  of  the  dance. — But  indufl;ri- 
ous  application  to  ufeful  fliudies  tends  to 
cultivate  the  heart,  it  ennobles  our  being — 
it  will  prepare  for  you  the  public  confi- 
dence and  efteem,  and,  a  motive  that  will 
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be  much  more  renfibly  felt  by  young  and 
ingenuous  minds/  it  v/iil  fuiril  the  Miihes, 
and  complete  the  felicity  of  par,>nts  who 
have  eveiy  title  to  your  love,  and  whofe 
happinefs  next  to  your  duty  to  God,  fhould 
be  your  Erft  piealure,  and  your  firll  care. 

But,  v.'hile  I  am  urging  your  earneft  and 
aihduous  application  to  purfuits  ufeful  and 
honorable  in  the  prefent  life,  let  me  not 
forget  that  orx  tkin^  is,  above  all  others, 
needfid. 

Diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure,  is  the  higliei^  obligation  that  can 
be  laid  upon  you  as  -immortal  beings.  If 
it  is  proper  to  urge,  as  I  have  done,  your 
folicitude  to  render  yourfelves  worthy  of 
that  honor  that  cometh  from  men,  how 
much  miore  fliould  you  be  concerned  to  ob- 
tain that  which  cometh  from  God  ?  If  you 
fnould  fo  labour  for  the  vieat  that  perijhetk, 
how  much  more  for  ihit  xvhich  eridurelk  to 
everlafdrig  Irfc  ? — Crfmpare  the  fallible  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion  before  which  you 
are  (hortly  about  to  appear.,  with  the  fu- 
prem.e  and  impartial  bar  of  God  at  which 
you  m^uli  render  an  account  oi  all  the  Az^ids, 
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done  in  the  body — compare  the  tranfient 
breath  that  is  fleeting  fvom  your  nolirils, 
and  periihing  while  we  fpeak,  with  that  im- 
mortal exigence  that  furvives  the  grave — 
Compare  the  fading  and  momentary  hon- 
ors of  the  world,  with  the  eternal  and  unde- 
caying  glories  of  the  heavenly  inheritance 
prepared  for  his  people  by  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
can  any  zeal  be  too  great  for  fuch  a  fubject? 
or  any  language  too  flrong  to  preis  upon 
you  your  duty  and  your  iniereft  ?  All  your 
labours  and  purfuits  in  life,  your  private 
{Indies,  and  your  public  offices  fliould  be 
made  fubfervient  to  the  chief  end  of  living 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvaiion  of  the 
foul.  Every  duty  in  life  fhould  be  animat- 
ed, directed  and  fanctified  by  the  fpirit  of 
relicrion.  In  the  great  caufe  of  piety  and 
X.r\i\h.you  fliould  labour  v/ith  more  aiudui- 
ty  and  zeal  than  tliofe  who  have  no^  enjoy- 
ed equal  privileges  v/ith  yourfelves.  Thofe 
privileges  have  created  for  you  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  fphere  in  which  you  ihould  be  em- 
ployed in  doing  good.  /  nd  for  your  en- 
couragement fuiier  me  to  remind  you  that 
God  IS  not  unrighteous  tojorgetour  zcork  and. 
labour  oj  love.  In  the  imm.ortal  kingdom 
of  the  Re(^eemer,  the  jitjt  jhall  Jiiine  as  the 
Y 
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brightiiefs  of  tkejirmamcnt,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  rightcou/nejs,  as  the  Jtars  forever  and 
ever.  All  the  labours  of  integrity,  of  chari- 
ty, of  virtue,  of  piety,  of  public  fpirit,  fhall 
be  crowned  with  glory  and  felicity  pro- 
portioned to  the  rich  and  extenlive  benefits 
that  Cow  from  them  to  mankind. 

But  in  your  concern  to  fulfil   your  duty 
as  chriilians,   and  to  fecure   the   favour  of 
God  your  maker,   remember  that  religion 
mull  enter  into  the  inmofi:  recefTes,  and  re- 
gulate the  deepeft  fprings  of  the  heart.     It 
is  not  fufficient  that  the  external  conduft  be 
modified  and  formed  even  upon  the  moil 
decent  pattern  of  human  virtue.     The  ex- 
terior may  be  irreproachable  while  the  prin- 
ciples  and  the  heart  are   impure. — If  you 
would  be  worthy  difciples  ofyourMafier 
who  is  in  Heaven,  you  iniiji  be  born  again, 
— enlightened  and  fan6tified  by  the  fpirit  of 
divine  truth — and  united  by  a   vital  faith 
to    the    Redeemer  v/ho   is   the    advocate 
and  head  of  all  his   people.      Believe  it, 
and  lay  it  to  heart,  there  is  no  name  under 
Heaven  given  among  men  uhierchy  zve  can  be 
Javed  hut  the  namccfjefus  Chrift  alone.     A 
life  of  fincere  piety  is  a  life  of  conilant  vi- 


On  Lddujlry.  i-i 

gilance  and  labour  in  order  to  fulfil  all  righr 
teoufnefs,  and  to  perjcct  lioi'LneJs  in  the  fear  of 
God. — Look  forward  then,  my  young  friends, 
to  the  fcene  that  is  before  you  both  for  time, 
and  for  eternity.  Enter  upon  it  with  firm 
and  ardent  refolutions  to  fulfil  its  great  and 
interefting  duties.  Let  no  labour  deter 
you — let  no  watchfulnefs  or  perfeverance 
fatigue  you.  But  acl  up  to  the  high  cha- 
racter at  which  you  aim  of  the  fons  of  God, 
and  the  heirs  of  eternal  life. — ERimate  the 
immenfe  worth  of  the  foul — contemplate 
the  infinite  importance  of  eternity — lay 
to  heart  the  haily  flight  of  thefe  rapid  mo- 
ments that  are  bearing  us  on  their  wdngs  to 
an  everlafting  ft  ate.  In  a  fliort  time  all  the 
duties  of  life  ihali  be  ended — all  the  honors 
of  the  world  (liall  have  palTed  away — all 
that  occupies  your  cares  and  affections  here, 
together  with  yourfelves  (hall  be  buried  in 
that  awful  and  oblivious  gulph  that  has  al- 
ready fwaliowed  up  fo  many  generations  of 
the  filent  and  forgotten  dead.  Nothing 
will  remain  but  that  immortal  fubftance 
that  can  never  be  extinguiihed,  aad  the  me- 
mory of  your  afiions  that  iliall  follow  you 
to  the  tribunal  of  God,  *nd  to  your  eternal 
deltiny. — Live    under    the    impreifion   of 
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truths  fo  folemn  and  affefting ;  and  let  all 
the  powers  of  your  nature  be  engaged  in 
the  arduous   work  of  your  falvation. 

We  now  prefs  upon  the  moment  that  dif- 
folves  the  intereiling  relation  that  has  fo  long 
conne£led  us.  Speaking  to  you  for  the  lait 
time  as  your  inllrudor,  it  is  my  beft,  and 
mod  earneil  advice,  and  if  they  were  the, 
lait  words  I  (hould  ever  pronounce,  I  could 
only  utter  them  with  the  greater  fervency, 
fear  God  and  keep  his  commandme7its,for  this 
is  the  whole  of  man.  Soon  death  diall  fore- 
ver flop  my  tongue  and  clofe  your  ears,  and 
then  Ihall  we  both  difcern,  in  infinitely 
flronger  lights,  their  unfpeakable  impor- 
tance.— Go,  beloved  youth !  to  your  feve- 
ral  deflinations  in  life.  May  the  God  of 
your  fathers  proteft  and  guide  you  !  My 
wifhes,  my  prayers,  and  my  hopes  fliall  fol- 
low you.  In  hearing  of  your  future  virtues 
and  fuccefs,  I  fhall  partake  of  the  tender  and 
lively  joy  of  your  own  parents.  But  Oh  ! 
with  pleafures  unknown,  and  worthy  only 
of  eternity,  fliall  \  hear  from  the  lips  of  your 
Enal  judge  this  bleffed  and  merciful  decree 
if  he  fhall  pronoifnce  it  on  your  diligence 
and  fidelity  in  all  the  duties  of  life — ''  well 
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done,  good  and  faithful  fervants  !  enter  ye 
into  the  joys  of  your  Lord!" 

To  that  blefTed  end,  Ahnighty  God  !  in 
thine  infinite  mercy,  bring  us  all,  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus  Chrilf  our  Lord  ! 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE    VII. 

> 
THE    lord's    supper    A    MEMORIAL 
OF    CHRIST. 


-=ca:C5»~— 


I  Cor.  XI.  24. 
Do  this  ill  remembrance  of  me. 

NATIONS  have  endeavoured  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  great  events, 
or  of  illuftrious  benefaftors,  and  individu- 
als to  renew  tl^e  recollection  of  beloved 
friends,  or  of  interefling  fccnes  by  feftivals, 
by  monuments,  and  by  tender  memorials. 
In  conformity  with  cuiloms  fo  nauiral,  and 
that  have  been  ellabiilhed  amoncj  mankind 
from  the  beginning  of  time,  it  hath  pleafed 
God,  in  the  various  periods  of  his  church, 
to  record  fignal  events  of  his  providence, 
or  peculiar  difpenfations  of  his  grace  by 
fimilar  monuments  and  inftitutions.  His 
gracious  covenant  with  Abraham  was  per- 
petuated by  a  feal  imprelfed  upon  all  his 
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offspring.  And  the  deliverance  of  his  peo- 
ple from  the  bondage  of  Egypt  was  cele- 
brated by  a  feftival  that  revived  the  memo- 
ry of  this  illuflrious  miracle  throughout 
every  age.  The  chriftian  church  hath, 
likewife,  its  rites,  its  feafts,  and  its  feals. — 
Baptifm  hath  fuccceded  to  circumcifion  as 
a  vifible  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
like  that,  confifts  of  an  emblem  of  the  pu- 
rity of  heart  that  becomes  the  difciples  of 
Chrift.  The  Lord's  fupper,  which  we  are 
convened  to  celebrate,  contains  the  memo- 
rial of  a  much  higher  falvation  than  that  of 
Ifrael  from  Egyptian  thraldom.  It  is  a  fef- 
tival that  exhibits  in  figniiicant  emblems, 
whatever  religion  contains  mod  facred  in 
its  own  nature,  and  moil  intereiling  to  man- 
kind. Our  bleffed  Lord,  the  night  on  which 
he  was  betrayed,  inrdtuted  his  holy  fupper 
to  be  a  perpetual  rite  in  his  church,  that, 
by  the  preience  of  fuch  lively  fyrabols,  he 
might  recall  to  the  memory  of  his  faithful 
dilciples  his  love,  and  his  fufierings  for  them 
■ — "  Do  this,  faid  he,  in  remembrance  of 
me. 

The  bread,   and  the  wine   employed  in 
this  feafl  are  expreffive  images  of  the  great 
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obje61s  it  is  defigned  to  reprcfent.  As  the 
bread  corn  is  ground  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  millftone,  fo  was  hewoundedfor  our  tranf- 
grejjions,  and  bruijcdfor  our  iJiiquitics.  As 
the  wine  is  prelled  from  the  broken  grape, 
fo  hath  he  been  call  into  the  wine-prefs  of 
divine  juftice,  and  broken  for  our  fins. 

OurbleiTed  Lord,  on  that  night  that  pre- 
ceded the  confummation  of  his  o-reat  facri- 
fice  on  the  crofs,  chofe  thefe  emblems,  and 
appointed  them  to  be  ufed  as  perpetual  me- 
morials of  his  fuiferings.* — How  intereRing 
was  that  fcene !  How  tender  was  that  mo- 
ment, vv'hen  he  met  the  httle,  and  atfetlion- 
ate  family  of  his  difciples  for  the  laft  time! 
Endeared  to  them  by  his  labours,  by  his 
dangers,  and  by  the  ineffable  fweetnefs  of 
his  manners — by  the  fublimeand  confolato- 
ry  doBrines  of  which  he  had  made,  them 
the  depofitaries — by  liis  diliinguiOiing  love 
in  feleding  them  to  be  ever  near  his  pei^fon 
that  they  might  be  the  fubje61s  of  his  divine 

*  The  brea.d  and  the  wine  in  this  ordinance  may  be  ccn- 
fiJered  as  emblems,  likcwife,  of  the  Ilrcngth,  nourifliment, 
and  confolation  to  be  derived  from  it  by  a  linccre  difciple  of 
Chrift.  But  thefe  views  of  them  are  not  immediately  coa- 
neded  wich  tlic  prefent  fubjeft. 
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communications,  and  the  heralds  of  his 
grace  to  mankind — himfelf  now  hunted 
down  by  that  world  which  he  came  to  fave 
— encompalTed  by  malignant  enemies  thirft- 
ing  for  his  blood — furrounded  by  profpefts 
as  gloomy  as  the  (hades  of  that  dreadful 
night,  under  the  cover  of  which  they  were 
convened — juft  preparing  for  a  cruel  death, 
and  about  to  be  fcparated  from  his  difcon- 
folate  followers,  he  took  v/ith  them  his  lad 
fupper. — Here  every  idea  that  could  excite 
an  aff  6lionate  remembrance  of  him,  would 
rufh  upon  their  minds,  and  avv-aken  in  them 
the  v/armeil  and  the  tendereft  emotions 
tovv'ards  their  divine  Mafter  while  he  was 
celebrating  with  them,  the  myilery  of  his 
own  death.  And,  that  the  fcene  mic^htnot 
be  effaced  from  their  hearts  by  the  power 
of  time,  which  impairs  every  impreihon,  he 
gave  them  thefe  precious  memorials  that 
they  might  continually  repeat,  after  his 
deceafe,  a  tranfaclioa  fo  full  of  holy  en- 
dearment and  tendernefs. 

On  fuch  an  occafion  they  would  natu- 
rally call  to  mind  his  p erf ondl  qualities  which 
were  the  foundations  of  their  efteem — the 

immmtidkA^  proofs  of  his  love  of  which  they 
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had  been  both  the  witnefles  and  the  cbjeds 
— and,  lailly,  the  facred  relations  that  con- 
netled  him  with  them. — Such  are  tlie  ends 
intended  to  be  anfwered  by  tokens  given  to 
recall  the  memory  of  deceafed  or  abfent 
friends.  By  reviewing  each  of  thefe  topics 
w"e  may  illuilrate  the  import  of  this  ordi- 
nance confidered  as  a  memorial  of  Chrift. 

I.  In  the  fird  place,  it  ferves  to  call  to 
mind  his  glorious  chara^cr  and  perfections- 
as  our  Redeemer.  For,  although  its  prin- 
cipal intention  is  to  be  a  memorial  of  his 
fuiferings,  yet  we  take  a  deeper  interefl  in 
the  pains  which  he  endured  -when  we  re- 
member the  perfeftion  and  glory  of  his 
chara6ler ;  and  our  fymipathy,  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion,  naturally  inclines  us  to  re  colleft  all 
thole  excellent  and  divine  qualities  the  re- 
membrance of  which  will  ferve  the  more 
deeply  to  touch  the  heart  with  his  unparal- 
led  affliftion. 

■  Let  us  then  furvey  this  aftonifliing  vitlim 
in  his  hurdan,  and  his  divine  nature — ideas 
v/hich  comprife  the  Vvhole  of  what  we  (hall 
fay  on  this  fubjt:^:!:. 
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•As  a  man  he  zoas  the  chief  avioiig  ten  thou- 
fand  and  altogether  lovely.  His  benevolence 
was  limited  by  no  bounds — he  went  aboiit 
doing  good.  His  employment  and  delight 
were  to  relieve  the  poor,  to  comfort  the 
diftrelFed,  to  inftruft  the  ignorant,  to  fave 
the  perilling.  By  this  amiable  chara6Ler 
was  he  pecLiharly  endeared  to  his  difciplcs 
as  the  kindeft  of  mailers,  and  the  moll  affec- 
tionate of  friends — as  their  guide  in  every 
doubt,  their  fupport  in  every  trial,  the  objeft 
of  their  conhdeace,  and  the  fource  of  all  their 
confolations  and  their  hopes.  The  mofl 
meek  of  men,  he  bore  the  contumely  and 
violence  of  the  Jews  with  that  equanimity 
and  fweetnefs  of  temper  which  exhibited 
the  human  characler  in  the  moll  amiable 
ccnd  interefting  light.  Equally  confpicuous 
for  a  prudence  that  never  courted  danger, 
and  a  magnanimity  that  never  feared  it,  we 
find  him  always  refigned  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  manifeiling,  in  the  fevereil  trials,  the 
mofl  unruffled  tranquility,  and  the  mod 
lublime  patience. 

Thefe  charafters  of  our  bleffed  Lord  are 
called  to  mind  in  this  ordinance,  not  onlv 
as   an  example   for  our  imitation,  but  as 
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forming  the  moil  perfePr  and  intereding 
objefcl  of  our  truft.  The  virtues  of  the  man 
being  more  within  the  comprehenfion  of 
the  mind  than  the  infinite  perfeftions  of  the 
Deity,  which  often  aflonifli  and  confound  it, 
they  offer  a  more  definite  ground  of  confi- 
dence in  tlie  divine  promife  to  tlie  humble 
and  peniient  behever,  and  one  that  combes 
more  home  to  the  human  heart.  *'  Let  us 
therefore,  faith  the  apoille,  come  boldly  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  hnd  grace  to  help  us  in  time  of 
need :  for,  we  have  not  an  high-priefl;  v/ho 
cannot  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our 
inBxrmities ;  for  he  was,  in  all  points,  tempt- 
ed like  as  we  are,  yet  without  iin." 

Another  confideration  of  the  higheft  mo- 
ment is  his  divine  nature.  "  In  him  dwelt 
all  the  fullnefs  of  the  God-head  bodily.'' 
This  fublime  view  of  the  perfon  and  char- 
after  of  the  fuffering  Redeemer  fhould  ne- 
ver be  overlooked  by  his  difciples  in  con- 
templating the  fcenes  of  his  death.  It  is 
this  that  invefis  him  vvith  the.highefl  glory, 
that  reprefents  in  the  moflaflonifliing  light, 
the  condefcenfions  of  his  love  and  our  in- 
finite obligations  to  \m  mercy,  that  renders 
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nim,  at  once,  the  objeB.  of  our  worfijip  and 
our  trull, — and  it  is  this  that  imprelTes  up- 
on all  tliat  he  has  fuffered  in  our  room  it:; 
propitiatory  and  faving  efficacy.  It  is  the 
true,  and  the  only  foundation  of  our  hope, 
for  eternal  life.  In  this  holy  tranfaftion, 
my  brethren,  you  contemplate  our  bieifed 
Lord  both  as  God,  and  as  rnan.  Behold 
in  him,  therefore,  the  molt  perfect  of  the 
fons  of  men,  and  the  only  bsgotten  Jon  of  God  ! 
Behold  in  hnn  the  moft  intereiting  and 
lovely  of  human  \irtues,  and  adore  the  di- 
vine luflre  that  is  (bed  upon  them  by  the 
glories  of  ihe  Deity  that  dwelt  in  the  midii: 
of  them  !  Behold  "a  high  priell  who  fympa- 
thizes  with  our  infirmities  by  partakino-  of 
the  fame  nature !  Behold  a  God  who  has 
all  power  to  fave ! 

II.  This  fePiival  is  a  memorial,  in  the 
next  place,  of  the  love  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  of  its  iriofh  affetling  exprelhons  to  the 
world.  His  whole  life  was  one  continued 
proof  and  illuflration  of  that  infinite  love 
which,  from  eternity,  had  conceived  and 
prepared  the  whole  fyilem  of  grace.  To 
reprefent  it  truly  would  require  the  lar*- 
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guage  of  heaven.     A  few  only  of  the  faint-* 
eft  outhnes  I  can  attempt  to  trace. 

In  order  to  convey  even  a  feeble  image 
of  the  truth  we  (hould  be  able  to  compare 
the  glory  which  he  had  with  his  father  be- 
fore the  world  was,  with  the  degraded  and 
fuUering  condition  to  which  he  fubmitted 
for  our  fakes.  "  He,  who  thought  it  no 
robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  made  him- 
felf  of  no  reputation,  and,  being  found  in 
fafhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs."*  Infi- 
nite condefcenfion  !  Adorable  grace !  None 
but  God  would  have  dared  to  conceive  the 
thought — nothing  but  omnipotent  love 
could  have  executed  the  plans  of  celeflial 
mercy — the  eternal  fon  of  the  higheft  be- 
came an  infant  of  dayjs !  The  objed  of  the 
worfliip  of  Heaven  herded  in  a  flail  with 
bcafts  !  He  who  held  the  throne  of  the  uni- 
verfe  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  !  The 
king  of  angels  and  of  men  expired  like  a 
(lave  !  And,  for  whom  were  all  thefe  afton- 
illiing  facrifices  ?  For  worms  of  the  dull, 
placed,  by  nature,  at  Tin  infinite  diilance 

*  Phil.  ii.  6—8, 
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from  the  throne  of  his  glory,  who  might 
have  been  blotted  out  of  the  univerfe  with- 
out notice !  For  finners  who  had  turned  in- 
to  rebellion  againft  their  maker  the  powers 
which  he  had  given  them.     "  God  com. 
mendeth  his  love  to  us  in  that,  while  we 
were"  yet  finners,  Chrifl  died  for  us."*    Oh  \ 
"  the  heighth,  and  the  depth,  the  lengthy 
and  the  b-readth  of  the  love  of  Chrifl  that 
palfeth  knowledge  !'"t  Of  this  great  and  in- 
terefting  fubjeft,  a  fmcere  penitent  will  en- 
tertain  the  mod,  affefting  views  who  is  pro- 
foundly penetrated  with  the  fentiment  of 
his  own  unworthinefs.     Humility  exalts  the 
redeemer's  grace — turn,  then,  your  medita- 
tions, in  the  fame  moment,  on  your  ow^n 
fins,  and  on  the  riches  of  redeeming  mercy. 
Let  the  waters  of  repentance  and  of  love  flow 
together.     United  they  form  the  moll  pre- 
cious ftream — they  fill  the  foul  of  the  believ- 
ing communicant  with  the  moil  tender  and 
fincere  joys. 

This  feRival  was  deHgned  principally  to 
commemorate  his  fuiferings  in  that  lall  ad 

*  Rom.  V.  8. 
t  Eph.  iii.  18. 
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of  his  love  upon  earth  when  h^  poured  out 
his  foul  an  ojferwgforjin.  Vv  hiie  he  is  in-  ' 
flituting  this  ordinance,  and,  with  his  belov- 
ed difciples,  celebrating  it  for  the  hrft  time, 
lie  prefents  to  our  view  an  aliecling  fpefta- 
cle.  Placed  at  the  Head  of  his  own  table  as 
a  viftim  ready  to  be  offered  up  — calinig  his 
view  forward  to  that  dreadful  fcene  through 
which  he  was  about  topafs — embracing  with 
ardent  affection  his  afflitled  followers  v/hom 
he  was  juft  going  to  leave — and  extending, 
at  that  awful  moment,  his  cares  to  all  tlie 
future  periods  of  his  church,  he  delivered 
thofe  fymbols  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of 
his  love,  and  faid,  do  this  in  remembrance  of 
me.  BlefTed  Jefus  !  who  can  forget  thee  ? 
Remember  thee  ! — Yes,  while  memory  re- 
tains her  powers — while  the  heart  can  beat 
with  fenfibility  or  gratitude — or  we  have 
underllanding  left  to  diilinguiih  our  chief 
good. 

Follow  him  with  a  believing  eye  through 
all  the  different  fcenes  of  his  affliction — lee 
him  in  the  bigotted  and  difdainful  hall  of 
the  high-prieil  loaded  vrith  contumely! 
See  him  at  th©  unriditeous  tribunal  of  Pi- 
late  expofed  to  the  Scoffs  and  indignities  of 
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a  furious  populace,  and,  at  laft,  delivered  to 
the  barbarity  of  a  cruel  executioner! — See 
him  labouring  up  the  hill  of  Calvary,  and 
fainting  under  the  weight  of  that  crofs  on 
which  he  was  juft  about  to  be  extended  ! 
— See  his  death  aggravated  by  inhumanity 
and  torture,  and  by  all  the  Ihame  that  at- 
tends the  lafl  moments- of  the  moft  abandon- 
ed malefa6lor!  Admire  that  wonderful 
and  divine  patience  which,  throughout  the 
whole  feries  of  thefe  awful  tranfa&ions,  he 
manifeded  under  the  hands  of  his  betrayers 
and  murderers,  at  the  fame  time  that  his 
power  could  have  cruflied  them  to  pieces. 
When  he  wds  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again — As 
a  lamb  he  zuas  led  to  the  Jlavghter,  and  as  a 
JJieep  before  her  fiearers  is  dumb  fo  he  opened 
not  his  mouth. 

Then  was  it  their  how,  and  the  power  of 
darkncfs.  His  beloved  diiciples,  difmayed 
by  the  terrors  of  his  fate,  forfook  him  and 
fled.  Infulted  and  beaten,  derided  and 
fcoffed,  his  head  was  torn  by  thorns  that, 
crowned  him  in  cruel  mockery,  arid  ins  bo- 
dy by  the  direful  fcourge  that  lacerated  all 
his  flefh.  When  indignity  \'v'as  exhauded 
on  his  facred  perfon,  they  drag  him  like  a 
A  a 
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felon  to  the  accurfed  tree.  Transfixed  with 
nails,  and  pierced  with  the  impious  and 
vengeful  fpear,  he  hung  an  agonizing  vic- 
tim on  that  dreadful  altar.  Lillen  to  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy  that  in  viOon  defcribes 
his  fuiierings — "  i  am  poured  out  like  wa- 
ter, and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint :  my 
heart  is  like  wax  ;  it  is  melted  in  the  midlt 
of  my  bovv^els."^  "  Many  were  aftonifhed 
at  thee.  His  viffage  was  fo  marred  more 
than' any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the 
fons  of  raen."'f  "  Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  forrows ;  yet" 
fo  dreadful  and  uncommon  was  his  fate, 
that  v/e  could  not  reg-ard  it  as  the  eff'ecl 
merely  of  the  injuflice  and  cruelty  of  man, 
«*  we  did  efteem  him  ftricken,  fmittcn  of 
God,  and  aifiiaed.";]; 

What  was  vifible  in  his  fuiferings  was 
infinitely  the  fmallefl  part.  The  anguifh  of 
dying  in  him  arofe,  not  from  mangled 
limbs  and  tortured  nerves,  but  from  the 
lenfe  of  the  holy  indignation  of  God  againft 
fm.    Although  fin  was  only  imputed  to  hhn, 

■*  Pfalm  xxii.    I.J. 

•\  Ifaiah  Hi.   14. 

j  Ifaiah  liii.  5.  - 


a  Memorial  of  Chrift.  187 

the  punifliment  was  real ;  for  "  the  Lord 
laid  oil  him  th.e  iniquity  of  us  all."-  He 
felt  not,  indeed,  thofe  FCinorfeful  horrors 
that  agritate  and  coavuife  tlie  confcieiice  of 
perilling  guilt ;  but  the  fires  of  divine  jiif- 
ticc,  entering  into  his  holy  foul  like  a  facri- 
fxcingr  flame,  confumed  it  as  a  zcholc  burnt 
offering  for  our  tranfgreiTions.  I'he  fury  01 
his  infulting  enemies,  the  cruelty  and  inge- 
nuit)^  of  torture  he  could  have  borne  with 
lerene  and  unOiaken  conllancy*  But  aban- 
doned, at  the  period  of  his  greatefl:  didrefs, 
by  the  confolations  ofjbis  Father's  love,^and 
made!  to  drink  the  fearlul  cup  of  our  ini- 
quities', Hb  was  overwhelmed,  he  was  utter- 
ly exhaufted,  and  feeming,  for  one  terrible 
inilant,  to  be  finking  in  defpair,  lie  cried 
out  "  My  God !  My  God !  why  haft  thou 
forfaken  me  !"f  This  dreadful  cry  was  the 
confummation  of  his  fuiferings — the  facri- 
fice  was  now  offered — -Juilice  had  exacted 
its  claims — the  purchafe  of  our  fldvation 
was  completed— he  "  bowed  his  head"  and 
faid  "  it  is  fini(hed."J  Affonifhing,  and  al- 
mofl:  incredible  efforts  cf  divine  love  !     In 

*  Ifalah  liii.  6. 

+  Matthew  xxvii.  /..(S. 

1  Jahn  xis.  20. 
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the  moment  in  which  he  was  about  to  en- 
gage in  its  tremendous  conflids  he  miti- 
futedthis  holy  flPtivalto  call  to  the  recol- 
leftion  of  his  faithful  difcipies,  to  the  moil 
diftant  ages, his  fuffcrings,  his  facrifices,  and 
tlie  zeal  for  their  falvation  tliat  confumed 
him.  Believers  !  can  you  review  this  fcene, 
at  once  fo  awful,  and  fo  tender,  without  a 
thoufand  foiemn  and  interefting;  recollec- 
tions  ?  Do  you  not  feel  your  bofoms  agi- 
tated v.'ith  all  the  holy  tumults  of  piety 
while  you  call  to  remembrance  the  aillic- 
tion  of  thefe  laft  mioments — the  tender  com- 
panion with  Vvdiich  he  looked  upon  his  lit- 
tle .  and  aifetlionate  family  whom  he  was 
about  to  leave — the  fearful  array  of  death 
with  Vv'hich  he  w^as  encompaffed — the  ago- 
nies of  the  crofs — and,  what  the  Son  of 
God  alone  could  endure,  the  fufpenfion  of 
his  Father's  prefence,  and  the  pofitive  fires 
of  his  wrath  againftfin,  which  drank  up  the 
foul  of  this  divine  vi61im !  Do  this  in  re- 
membrance of  me  ! 

> 

Thefe  memoi^ials  of  our  blefTed  Lord 
ferve  to  call  to  our  remembrance  not  only 
his  glorious  chara61er  as  the  MelTiah;  the  Sa- 
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viour  of  the  -world — cind  the  ineftimable  tef- 
timonies  of  his  love  to  iriankind — but 

III.  In  the  third  place,  the  important  re- 
lations which  he  fufiains  to  us,  and  the  ho- 
ly tics  that  confequenily  connect  us  with 
him. 

It  would  be  impOiTibIc,  in  the  fnort  tiiTiC 
that  remains  to  us,  even  Uightly  to  notice  all 
the  relations  of  Chrill  to  his  people  which 
^his  ordinance  may  ferve  either  directly,  or 
remotely  to  bring  to  view.  I  ihall  dwell 
for  a  moment  only  on  two — that  of  our 
teacher,^nd  that  of  our  Saviour.  He  v;as 
jufh  clofing  a  fublime  miniicry  by  which  he 
had  eilablilhed  a  nev/  difpcnfation  of  grace, 
and  a  more  perfect  law  of  holinefs  amonfj- 
men — and  he  was  now  about  to  offer  that 
glorious  facrifice  that  confummated  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  world. 

To  form  a  iuft  eftimate  of  the  hig-h  rcla- 
tion  of  .Chrift  to  his  church  as  its  teacher, 
the  divine  fountain  of  light  and  truth,  we 
{liquid  confider  the  profound  darknefs  that 
covered  the  earth  before  his  appearance. — 
What  groveling  and   fantadical  idolatry — 
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v/hat  fenfelefs  fuperftition- — v/hat  ignorance, 
of  the  true  God,  and  of  all  the  duties  \\  hich 
man  ov/es  to  his  creator-^what  fenfualit^^ 
what  proilitutions  difgiaced  even  their  reli- 
gious woiihip — what  muhiphed  crimes  pol- 
luted the  nations  !  The  traditions  of  the 
primitive  religion  had  been  loft  in  the  errors 
of  acres — the  lights  of  nature  were  extin- 
guifiied  in  the  general  corruption  of  man- 
kind-— the  hope  of  a  future  exifience  was 
vrell  nigh  obliterated  from  the  human  mind 
— the  philofophers  rejected  it  as  a  pious  vi- 
iion,  and,  in  the  popular  religion,  the  doc- 
trine was  fo  difguifed  by  fiction  that  it  wore 
the  appearance  of  idle  legend  and%omance. 
The  difciples,  who  had  paffed  the  early^part 
of  their  life  during  that  dark  period  before 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  upon  the 
world,  muil  have  lillened  with  uncommon 
admiration  and  delight  to  a  teacherjentjrovi 
God  J  who  brought  life  and  iminortality  to  light  ^ 
and  taught  them  a  fyllem  of  duty  unknown 
to  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  at  once  fo  ra- 
tional, and  fo  fubiime.  The  moR  fervent 
fentiments  of  duty  mufthave  attached  them 
to  this  great  mafter  in  Ifrael  who  dif|3eiled 
the  fliades  of  error  and  ignorance  that  had 
covered  them,  and  ftied  the  celeftial  light  of 
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truth  into  their  hearts.  When  they  faw  this 
heavenly  fun  about  to  fetj  and,  in  their-  ap- 
prehenfions.  gcnig  to  be  quenched  in  per- 
petual night,  a  profound  grief  fettled  upon 
their  minds.  From  fuch  a  teacher,  and 
fuch  a  friend  they  could  not  part  without 
the  deepeft,  and  the  tendered  regrets.  And 
whenever  they  renewed  the  memorials  of 
fo  dear  a  mailer,  they  would  recall,  with 
gratitude,  and  delight,  the  charms  of  his  di- 
vine leiTons  to  which  they  had  fo  often  lif- 
tened  with  admiration. 

But  further,  in  eftimating  this  relation  of 
Chrift'^as  our  teacher,  let  us  conhder  not  on- 
ly the  errors  of  paganifiii  which  he  chafed 
from  the  world,  but  the  eifential  weaknefs 
and  blindnefs  of  the  human  mind  with  re* 
gard  to  thofe  doctrines,  infinitely  more  im- 
portant and  interefling  than  all  others  to 
mankind,  that  contain  the  knowledge  of 
God,  of  a  Saviour,  of  an  immortal  exiftence, 
and  of  the  eternal  deftinies  of  the  righteous, 
and  the  wicked.  On  thefe  fubjecls  feeble 
and  blind  indeed  is  the  reafon  of  man  when 
not  enliduened  from  above.  All  his  wif- 
dom  is  folly  ;  and  he  can  only  lofe  himfelf 
in  Yvild  conje6iure,  and  anxious  uncertain- 
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y.  How  gloomy  and  difconfolate  would 
life  be  if  we  had  no  certain  knowledge,  de- 
rived from  the  father  of  lights,  of  our  origin, 
our  duties,  and  our  deliination  !  Jefus,  by 
opening  Heaven  to  cur  view,  and  pointing 
out  the  way  of  faivation,  hath  (lied  on  our 
condition  in  this  world  its  richeft  confola- 
lions.  If  we  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  natu- 
ral infirmity  of  the  human  mind,  and  the 
manifold  errors  to  wdiich  it  is  prone,  we  will 
recognize  v/ith  joy  the  day Jpring  from  on 
high  that  hath  vifded  us,  to  give  light  to  them 
that  Jit  in  darhiefs  and.  thejiiadow  of  death,  to 
guide  our  feet  into  the  icay  of  peace. "^  In 
commemorating,  therefore,  this  lad  acl  of 
the  miniilry  of  Chriil  upon  earth,  we  will 
thankfully  remember  him  who  hath  reveal- 
ed to  us  the  only  living  and  true  God,  un- 
known to  the  Gentile  nations — v/ho  hath 
enlightened  before  us  the  valley  of  the  fha- 
dov/  of  death,  that  land  of  darknefs  and  of 
horrors  to  the  guilty,  and  hath  brought  in- 
timately home  to  the  bofom's  of  his  people 
the  afiiired  hopes  of  everlafting  life.  Oh  1 
bleifed  teacher  !  how  little  docs  the  arro- 
gance of  human  rcafon;  or  the  thoughtlelT- 

*  Luke  i.  78;  79. 
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nefs  of  human  folly  underftand  the  infinite 
obligations  which  we  owe  to  thee !  O  light 
of  the  world !  (hine  into  our  hearts !  open 
them  to  receive  the  precious,  the  confol- 
ing  rays  of  divine  truth  !  We  remember, 
we  adore  thee  v/ho,  feeming  to  be  ex  tin- 
gui  hed  forever  in  the  darknefs  of  thy  lad 
hour,  didil  only  veil  thy  glory  for  a  mo- 
ment in  order  to  lift  it  again  upon  the  world 
with  greater  fplendor ! 

This  ordinance  ferves,  in  the  lail  place, 
to  call  to  the  remembrance  of  the  hncere 
communicant  the  mod  precious  relation 
which  he  fuftains  to  us  of  our  Saviour.  For 
this  end  come  he  into .  the  world,  and  for 
this  end  did  he  fubmit  to  fuffer,  that  he 
might  fave  his  people  from  their  Jins.  He  is 
our  Mediator,  our  Advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther, and  the  atonement  for  our  tranfgref- 
fions.  He  holds  in  his  hands  the  gifts  of 
the  holy-fpirit,.and  the  rewards  of  eternal 
life.  How  precious  to  a  foul  confcious  of 
her  impurity,  and  lamenting  her  diftance 
from  God,  is  a  divine  intercelTor  to  lead 
her  to  his  eternal  throne,  and  to  cover  her 
imperfections  before  the  prefence  of  his 
holinefs !  With  vrhat  tranfports  of  grati- 
B  b 
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lude  will  flic   look  up  from  the  brink  of 
d'fpair,  to   which   (he  had  been  urged  by 
her  crimes,   to   her  bleffed  Redeemer  who 
has  all  power  in   Heaven  and  on  earth  to 
fave,  and  whofe  almighty  merits  have  open- 
ed to  her  the  gate^  of  everlafting  peace  ! — 
In  thefe  interefling  relations   does  Jefus  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  his  own  table  celebrat- 
ino-  the  myllery  of  his  own  death.    Believers ! 
in   thefe  emblems  behold  vour  Saviour ! 
The   united  views   of  repentance    and   of 
faith,  of  contrition  and  of  hope  will  give 
an  unfpeakable  value  to  the  memorials  of 
onr  redemption.    .  To  Chrift  you  owe  all. 
In  vain  are  altars  and  vittims,  thoufands  of 
rams,  and  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  to  pur- 
chafe  heaten — in  vain  the  tears  and  anguilh  of 
the  periihing  fmner  to  obtain  forgivenefs — 
in  vain  are  all   the  xoorks  of   righteoufiefs 
'■ichich  -we  have  done  to  juftify  us  before  God. 
— His  death  is  the  perfetl,  the  meritorious, 
the  only  facrince  for  fin,  and  the  only  title 
to  falvation.      How  dear  to  you,  then,  will 
be  thefe  fymbols  and  pledges  of  redeeming 
mercy  that  recall  to  your  memory,  by  the 
livelieft  figures,  a  relation  fo  precious  and 
important. 
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Come  then,  my  beloved  brethren,  difci- 
ples  of  fo  dear,  and  {o  glorioas  a  mailer, 
obey  his  laft  command,  fulfil  his  dving  re- 
queu.  Can  you,  indeed,  require  the  force  of 
a  command,  or  the  authority  of  a  requeft, 
to  uro^e  you  to  the  difchars-e  of  a  delightful 
duty?  Will  you  not  prels  to  your  lips, 
and  to  your  hearts  the  precious  memorials 
of  your  heavenly  friend  ?  While  you  moif- 
ten  them  with  a  tender  grief  for  the  unut- 
terable affliftions  by  which  his  love  was 
perfe£led, "  will  you  not  ihed  over  them  the 
tears  of  your  gratitude  for  the  ineftimable 
blefiings  of  v>'hich  at  that  moment,  he  made 
vou  the  heirs  ?  Meditate  on  his  amiable 
charafter,  and  his  divine  perfeftions — with 
a  melancholy  pleaiure  retrace  the  unparal- 
lelled  fcenes  of  his  laft  hour — indulge  a  holy 
and  a  lawful  traiifport  while  you  dwell  on 
the  ineffable  proofs  of  his  love,  and  liften 
again  to  the  leifons  of  heavenly  wifdom  that 
flow  from  his  lips. 

This  holy  table  is  likewife  an  altar  on 
which  you  offer  your  fervent  vows  to  )'our 
rifen  and  triumphant  Redeemer  v.ho  is  now 

*  Hebrews  ii.  lo — 59> 
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afcended  far  above  all  principalities  and  pow- 
ers, and  every  name  that  is  named  tii  Heaven 
and  on  earth,  to  hold  for  yoa  the  glorious 
inheritance  which  he  purch-af^d  witii  his 
blood. — Over  thefe  precious  memorials,  and 
with  hearts  glowing  with  the  fentiments  of 
duty  and  of  zeal,  you  are  called  to  profeis 
eternal  fidelity  to  him  who  hath  loved  us  to 
the  death,  and  who  now  and  ever  liveih  to 
make  inter ccjjion for  us.  Powerful  is  the  au- 
thority of  God  which  commands  our  obe- 
dience, but  infinitely  more  powerful  are  the 
voluntary  chains  of  love  that  hold  us  in  his 
fervice.  The  love  of  Chrijt  confirainah  us, 
hecaufe  we  thus  judge  that,  if  one  died  for  all 
then  were  all  dead,  and  mat  he  aiedjor  ail  ttiut 
they  wfw  live  fliouid  not  hencejorih  Live  to 
thcmjelves  hut  to  hvm  who  diedjor  themy  and 
who  rofe  again.  Sweet  are  its  conuramts  ; 
and  from  their  fweetneis  ariles  tiieir  torce. 
Entering  into  the  inmoli  principles  ot  ttie 
mind,  and  mingling,  as  it  were,  with  all  its 
effence,  they  form  a  tie  eternal  as  cur  be- 
ing, and  indilloluble  but  with  the  loui  -itlelf. 
Approach  this  holy  iacnhce,  thereiore,  to 
rekindle  at  it  the  lacrtd  lervoufs  of  divine 
love — to  offer  your  pure  \ows  to  Heaven 
on  the  fame  altar  on  which  the  Son  of  God 
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expired — and  to  conlirm  your  rcfolutions 
of  duty  over  the  precious  memorials  of  his 
death. 

Finally,  my  brethren,  ePiimate  your  fm- 
cerity  in  this  holy  duty,  by  the  growing 
fruits  of  righteoulnefs  in  your  future  life. 
Confecrate  to  the  fervice  of  your  Cieator 
and  Redeemer,  all  the  powers  of  your  hearts. 
And  remember,  that  the  memorials  of  your 
Saviour's  love  are  likewile  fymbols  of  that 
fraternal  .love  that  fhould  exifl  among  all 
r^ichriftianst '  As  you  partake  of  one  bread  and 
drink  oj  one  cup,  fo  are  you  connefted  to- 
gether by  the  moft  intimate  unions.  See, 
therefore,  that  ye  love  one  another  xcith  pure 
hearts  J  ervently.  Let  no  injuflice,  felfifhnefs, 
pride,  ©r  envy,  pollute  your  intercourfe, 
one  with  another — Let  all  bitternejsj  and 
zorath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil-jpeak- 
ing,  be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice — 
Cultivate  that  heavenly  w^ifdom  that  is  pure, 
peaceable,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality ,  and 
zcithout  hypocricy — Let  your  mutual  charity 
be  remarked  to  your  praife  as  it  was  to  the 
praife  of  thofe  firfl  illuftrious  difciples  v;ho 
fpread'the  glory  of  the  crofs  along  with  its 
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pure  and  benevolent  fpirit,  over  the  whole 
earth.  BlcfTed  Jellis  !  while  we  do  this  in 
reviemhrance  of  thcc,J]i€d  abroad  thy  love  in  our 
heai^s  by  the  Holy-Ghoji ! — breathe  on  us  as 
thou  didfl  on  thy  beloved  difciples,  that  we 
may  receive  thy  fpirit ! 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE     VIII, 

% 

THE  UNITED  INFLUENCE  OF  REFLECTION 
AND  SACRED  READING  IN  CULTIVAT- 
ING   AND  PURIFYING  THE  MANNERS. 


PsALM  cxix.  g. 

WJicrcioitfKfiiall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way? 
By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word, 

TO  know  wherein  virtue  confifls,  and  to 
undsrftand  the  moR  effeftual  means 
of  promoting  it,  were  the  priacipal  obje61s 
of  inquiry  among  the  ancient  fages.  In 
conformiry  with  queftions  which,  in  that 
age,  v/ere  commonly  agitated  among  the 
wife  and  learned,  the  facred  writer  afks, 
^'  Wherevvith  fiiali  a  voun^^  man  cleanfe  his 
v/ay  ?" — What  are  the  bell  means  of  culti- 
vating a  pioiis  and  virtuous  habit  of  life  ? 
When  he  replies,  "  by  taking  heed  thereto 
according  to   thy  word/'  he  ftrongly  inti- 
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mates  that  the  holy  fcrlptures  contain  the 
only  c3Ttain  rule,  and  the  mod  powerful 
mmives  of  duty.  Reafon  is  too  vague  and 
uncertain  in  its  conclufions,  and  too  feeble 
in  its  authority,  either  clearly  to  unfold  the 
law  of  virtue,  or  to  enforce  obedi'^nce  to 
its  precepts.  Philofophy  had,  in  vain,  ex- 
erted its  utmoR:  powers  in  the  ancient  world 
to  indruT^^,  and  reform  mankind.  But  we 
find,  in  the  facred  writings,  a  do^rine  moft 
effe^ual  for  thi«;  end,  and  fuperior  to  all  the 
wifdom  of  the  fchools,  both  for  its  evidence, 
and  its  authority. 

This  do^rine,  applied  by  ferious  medi- 
tation to  the  regulation  of  our  condu6l,  is 
the  b 'ft  mean  of  attaining  that  purity  of 
manners,  and  that  fanftity  of  heart,  which 
are  the  ornament  of  every  age,  and  efpecial- 
ly  of  youth,  and  to  attain  which  has  ever 
been  the  great  obje6t  of  the  wife  and  good. 

The  facred  poet  afks  this  queftion  in  the 
name  of  the  young ;  probably,  becaufe,  at 
the  time  of  compofing  this  pfalm,  he  was 
himfelf  young*  ;  and  becaufe,  in  this  glow- 

*  Commentators  fuppofe  that  this  pfalm  was  writ  ten 
during  his  perfecutlon  by  Saul. 
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ing  and  inexperienced  age,  he  felt,  with 
pt^culiar  force,  the  necelhty  of  a  divine  wif« 
dom  to  direct  its  erring  footfleps,  and  a  di- 
vine power  to  controul  and  fanftify  its  im- 
petuous pafiions.  It  is  of  the  utmoll  impor- 
tance to  train  youth  in  the  habits  of  piety 
and  virtue,  and  to  enable  them  early  and 
wifely  to  regulate  their  ovv^n  conduft.  For 
thi^  end  two  principles  are  pointed  out  in 
text  as  fingularly  ufeful- — attentive 
nhderation  of  our  ways — and  careful 
{[udy  and  application  of  the  precepts  and 
inilruftions  of  the  holy  fcriptures — In  other 
words,  Jelf-rejlcclion — and  rcjlcciion  en  the 
-word  of  God, 

The  iiluftration  of  thefe  principles  vrill 
form  the  fubitance  of  the  follov/iii^  dif- 
courfe. 

I.  In  the  firfl  place,  felf-rcfle6lion  is  efien- 
tial  to  the  foundation  of  a  virtuous  life. 
Hence  we  learn  both  what  to  cultivate,  and 
what  to  correcl  in  our  own  hearts  and  con- 
duel.  Thofe  who  are  void  of  reflection  ne- 
ceffarilv  become  {iransrers  at  home  ;  and,  as 
happens  to  men  w'ho  never  look  into  their 
aSairSj  their  higheft,  and  moil  momentous 
C  c 
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interellsare  running  into  derangement,  and 
they  are  halLening  to  ruin  without  being 
fenfible  of  their  dansrer.  A  man  without 
confideration  is  a  fool,  ignorant  of  himfelf 
and  his  mod  important  concerns — he  is  a 
%vretch;  the  fport  of  his  own  paffions,  or  of 
the  enticements  of  other  finners — he  is  a 
madman  who  is  ruihing  on  deilrutlion,  and 
refufcs  to  open  his  eyes.  What  then  is  im- 
plied in  taJ^ng  heed  to  our  loays  ;  or,  in  that 
refledion  on  ourfelves  and  our  own  coudu6l 
whicii  is  recommended  by  the  facred  wri- 
ter? It  cannot  imply  lefs  than  a  careful 
examination  o\  xh^ principles,  and  a  ferious 
attention  to  the  covjequences  of  our  actions 
as  both  are  defcribed  and  difplayed  in  the 
v;ord  of  God. 

If  men  do  not  frequently  infpccl  their 
hearts,  and  fearch  the  principles  of  their 
conduft,  the  corrupted  fountain  of  nature 
will  continue  to  How  impure.  It  is  by 
cleanhngthefpring  that  the  ftreams  become 
healthful  and  clear.  But  if  that  fource  of 
unhallowed  defires  and  difordered  pailions 
is  kept  covered  up  from  view,  and  is  never 
examined  in  order  to  be  purified,  will  it  not 
be  continually  breaking  forth  in  fcnfual  af- 
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feftioiis,  in  criminal  pleafurc  ,  __  relfifii 
plans,  in  envy,  malice,  bitternefs,  and  wrath, 
in  \vhatever  alienates  brethren  irom  one 
another,  or,  in  whatever  onlv  unites  Tinners 
in  the  ptirfuit  of  crimes  ?  Th.e  concealed 
heart  increafes  its  ioulnefs  and  corruptions 
by  time.  Iixamining  iis  principles,  and 
laying  them  open  to  view,  is  amoiig  the  beil 
meai-is  of  correcting  them,  ancj  rendering 
them  pun*.  Impurity  cannot  bear  the  in- 
fpection  of  our  ovrn  mind,  nor  the  judg- 
ment of  our  confcience.  Corrtipted  as  hu- 
man nature  is,  (in  cannot  be  fcen  in  its  true 
colours  \ritliout  fhame,  nor  beheld  in  its, 
relation  to  the  divine  law  v.ithout  fear. 
Self-refieclion  is,  therefore,  a  pov^-erful  prin* 
ciple  of  repentance  and  reformation. 

Such  inquiries  faithfully  condu'3.ed  ferve,. 
not  only  to  bring  to  light,  and  to  condemn 
concealed  vices,  but  to  unmafli  faife  and 
pretended  virtues.  iVequently  the  faireft 
actions  are  found  to  flow  from  motives  that 
vitiate  the  whole.  Hypocrify  may  contam- 
inate the  moll  folemn  acts  of  devotion — a 
regard  merely  to  intereit,  or  to  reputation^ 
may  prefide  over  apparently  the  mofl  lau- 
dable and  honorable  did'hurge  of  the  duties 
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connefted  with   our  refpective  ilation^   in 
life.     Vain  glory  may   become  the   princi- 
ple of  thofe  humane   and  amiable  virtues 
that,  in  their  exerciie  command  the  applaufe 
of  every  beholder.     Nay,  mercenary  aims, 
like  a  worm  at  the  heart  of  the  faired  fruit, 
may  corrupt  and  canker  even  the  noblelt  atts 
of  bcneficene  and  charity.  It  is  only  by  fcru- 
tinizing  and  fifting  our  own  character  that 
we  can  feparate  the  clean  from  the  unclean, 
the  pure  from  the  vile,  and  place  virtue  on 
its  true  and  evangelical  foundations,  the  fu- 
preme  love   of  God,   and   the  fincere  and 
equal  love  of  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. — 
The   word  of  God  iorms  the  perfect,  and 
the  only  teft  of  the  principles   of  our  obe- 
dience.    Every  other  is  rendered  imperfeft 
by  our  ignorance,  or  uncertain  by  our  felf- 
love.     According  to  its  holy  and  unerring 
dittates,  therefore,  let  us  examine,  and  regu- 
late our  condutl.    And,  happily,  it  furniihes 
not  only  the  rule,  but  the  example  of  our 
virtue.     In  the  room    of  every   precept  is 
the  pattern  fet  us  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift' 
Let  the Jame  f pint  be  in  us  which  was  oljo  in 
him — the  fame  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God   that  confumed  him — the   hime   pro- 
found reverence  for  the  divine  prefence  that 
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imprelTed  his  mind — tlie  fair.e  tranquil  re- 
fignation  to  the  divine  will  that  lilicd  his 
heart — the  fame  inextino^Liiihable  love  for 
his  brethren  of  the  human  race,  for  whom 
he  w\as  wilhng  to  make   the  facrifice  of  ail 
things,  and  aftually   made  the  facrifice  of 
his    life — the    fam.e    nnfpottcd    purity    in 
thought,  word,  and  deed,   that  exempted 
him  from  every  unholy  and  fenfual  iniiu- 
ence — the  fame  ferene  and  conllant  view  to 
the  heavenly   recompence   of  reward  that 
elevated  him  above  tlie  world,  and  rendered 
him  incapable  of  being  foftened  by  its  plea- 
fures,  or  dh'mayed  by  its  fufferings.     Such 
were  the  charafters  that  adorned   the  life 
and  converlation  of  our  blelled  L,ord,   and 
fuch  alfo  (hould  diftinguii'h  his  fincere  difci- 
ples.     WherezciLh  jliail  a  young  man  deojijc 
his  way  F  By  takuig  heed  thereto  according  to 
thy  word.     By  examining,  in  the  lirft  place, 
and  regulating  the  principles  of  the  heart — 
and, 

In  the  next  place,  by  a  Vv^ife  anticipation, 
and  ferious  conh deration  of  the  conlequen- 
ces  of  his  condu^f.  If  men  would  look  for- 
w^ard  to  the  ilTue  ol  hn  cither  as  it  is  dif- 
clofed  by  experience,  or  as  it  is  reprefentcd 
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in  the  infallible  word  of  truth,  little  elfe 
would  be  necelTary  to  reclaim  the  vicious, 
or  to  reilrain  their  foolifh  and  criminal  pur- 
fuits.  What  youth,  for  exainple,  would 
plunge  into  the  guiph  of  intemperance  and 
debauchery  if,  at  the. moment,  he  realized 
the  folicitude,  the  anxiety,  the  difeafe  and 
ihame  with  which  thefe  vices  lliall  be  fuc- 
ceeded  ?  Or  tlioie  difs^raceful  fcenes  of  fol- 
ly  and  madnefs  in  which  they  will  too  prob- 
ably end  ?  When  lull  impels,  and  its  tempt- 
ations invite,  would  he  go,  as  too  often  he 
doeSj^./zl*?  an  ox  to  the  Jlaiighter,  or  as  a  fool 
to  the  correclion  of  the  flocks,  if  he.  anticipat- 
ed its  difguits,  its  filthinefs,  and  riot — the 
habits  of  idlenefs  and  didipation  in  which  it 
involves  the  profligate — the  real  infignifi- 
cai^ce,  and  the  contempt  in  their  own  efti- 
mation,  and  in  that  of  the  world,  into 
which,  at  iaft,  it  almcrt  inevitably  fmks 
them  ? 

Plcafure  not  yet  taFLed  appears  v.iili  un- 

tarniPned  charms,  and  conceals  from  our 

view  the  pains  appointed  by  nature  to  fue- 

ceed  it.     The  pallions  and  appetites  gild  all 

their  obje61s  as  they  advance.     It  is  only 

from  behind  that  their  real  deformity  is  fecn. 
t 
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And  then,  Iiov/  often  is  the  finner  compeii- 
ed  to  look  back  upon  himfclf  with  com- 
punction and  reproach  !  How  often  tor- 
mented with  painful  and  ineffeQual  willies 
to  be  able  to  recall  time,  and  to  corre6t  the 
errors  of  the  pafl !  Ah  !  time  cannot  be  re- 
called— but  it  may  be  ufefuliy  anticipated. 
What  crimes,  what  miferies,  what  public 
fhame,  what  inward  felf-reproach  might  not 
youth  often  avoid  if,  they  would  look  for- 
ward to  the  unhappy  fruits  that  mufl  necef- 
farily  fpring  from  a  courfe  of  vice  !  If  they 
would  take  pains  to  ft  rip  the  objetls  of  the 
paffions  of  thofe  delufive  charms  which  an 
inflamed  imagination  throws  around  them  ! 
If  they  would  not  precipitately  abandon 
themfelves  to  the  impulfes  of  rihng  appe- 
tite, or  the  tranfports  of  inflamed  defire,  but 
would  paufc  to  confider  the  reflections 
which  reafon  and  confcience  will  urge  upon 
them  when  appetite  is  fated,  and  all  the  con- 
fequences.  of  their  folly  are  before  their 
view  !  It  is  the  inconfl derate  purfuit  of  plea- 
fure,  without  looking  forward  to  the  c\o\c. 
of  the  fcenc  that  infenhbly  engages  youth 
in^  the  habits  of  vice.  A  coinprehenfive 
view'  0/  life,  and  a  prudent  regard  to  confe- 
quences  would  refirain  their  indifcretionsi 
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or  fpeedily  reclaim  them  from  their  errors. 
With  what  energy  of  language  does  the 
wifelt  of  men  urge  this  argument  on  the 
young  againit  intemperance  andluit?  Speak- 
ing of  the  latter,  he  faith,  "  m.ore  bitter  than 
death  is  the  woman  whofe  heart  is  fnares 
and  nets.""'  And  of  the  former,  he  aiks, 
"  Who  hath  woe  ?  Who  hath  forrow?  Who 
hath  contentions  ?  Who  hath  babbling  ? 
Who  hath  wounds  without  caufe  ?  Who 
hath  rednefs  of  eyes?  They  that  tarry  long 
at  the  wine — they  that  go  to  feek  mixed 
wine.  Look  not  upon  the  wine  when  it  i^ 
red,  \fhen  it  giveth  its  colour  in  the  cup, 
when  it  moveth  itfelf  aright — at  the  laif,  it 
biteth  like  a  ferpent,  and  ilingeth  like  an 
adder't 

Although  thefe  conf] derations  are  impor- 
tant and  lerious,  and  on  minds  notloil  to  pru- 
dence and  honor,  and  juil  fentiments  of  felf- 
refpeft,  will  be  enetlual  to  reftrain  the  vi- 
cious tendencies  of  the  heart ;  y&i,  the  word 
of  God  teaches  us  to  extend  our  views  of  the 
confequences  of  adions  beyond  the  prefent 

*  Eccles.  vil.  26. 

f  Prov.  xxiii.  2cj- — 32, 
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life,  and  to  conGder  their  relations  to  the 
life  to  coine.  This  is  the  inoit  interelUi  cr 
light  in  which  our  conduct  can  be  regarded  ; 
and,  on  all  men,  it  may,  and  ought  10  have 
the  moft  powerful  influence  m  reguianng 
th.eir  morals,  and  clearjing  their  way.  \\  hea 
we  unite  in  one  view  our  whole  being,  and 
connder  the  eternal  reiribuiions  of  mercy 
and  of  juftice  which,  according  to  the  fcrip- 
tures,  ihali  be  made  to  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked,  what  (Ironcrer  motives  can  be 
urged  to  men  to  conhrm  in  them  the  prin- 
ciples of  duty,  or  to  perfuade  them  to  re- 
pentance? Eternal,  undefcribable  happi- 
nefs  and  mifery  are  placed  belbre  )ou. 
What  an  infinite  advantage  lies  on  the  hde 
of  virtue  and  holinefs,  in  oppohtion  to  all 
the  tranfient  pleafures  of  fm  !  Hov/  dearly 
purchafed  are  its  falfe  and  momentary  en- 
joyments, if,  the  next  moment,  the  imner 
mull  lie  down  in  unquenchable  hre I''  "  Oh  ! 
that  they  were  wife,  that  they  underllood 
this,  that  thev  vrould  confider  tlieir  latter 
end  !"'*  "  Rejoice,  O  young  man  !  in  thy 
youth,  and  let  thy  heart  clieer  thee  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth — walk  in  the  ways  of 
thine  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  ; 

D  d 
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but,  know  thou  that  for  all  thefe  things  God 
will  brincf  thee  into  judcjment  !"*  Oh !  fatal 
termination  of  youthful  follies !  Let  the 
awful  denuncicitions  of  the  word  of  God^ 
enter  into  thy  heart — they  cannot  fail  to 
produce  in  thee  fmcere  amendment  of  life. 

''  Wherewith  (hall  a  young  man  cleafe  his 
way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to 
thy  word."  By  this  reply  the  facred  writer 
intends  to  recommend  not  only  retle6lion 
on  ourjelves,  and  on  the  courfe  and  iffue  of 
our  ways — but 

II.  In  the  next  place,  a  careful  fmdy  and 
application  of  the  word  of  God  for  the  di- 
rection and  government  of  our  condu6l. 

Some  rule  for  this  purpofe,  either  of  phi- 
lofophy,  or  of  revelation,  it  behoves  us  to 
have.  Some  lights  we  require  to  inilrucl 
us  in  our  duty — fome  law  to  regulate  our 
adions — fome  eflFe6lual  motives  addreffed 
to  the  heart,  and  fitted  to  engage  our  atten- 
tion, and  command  our  obedience.  That 
luminous   and  perfc6l  "rule  v,diich  the  an- 

*  Ecclcs.  xi.  9.  / 
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cient  fages  piirfued  with  fuch  laborious  but 
hefitating  fteps  in  the  dark,  has  been  offered 
to  us  l^y  the  incarnate  v;irdom  of  Heaven. 
And,  if  Vv'e  compare  the  facred  writings  with 
what  uninfpired  reafon  is  able  to  teach  us 
on  the  fubjett  of  our  duties  and  our  hopes, 
or  with  what  all  the  fchools  of  philofophy 
have  ever  taught,  how  fuperior  are  they  in 
value  both  as  a  law  of  life,  and  a  mean  of 
fanftification. 

I  am  not  here  to  defcant  on  all  the  ex- 
cellencies of  the  facred  v/ritings — the  fub- 
limity,  and  the  divine  perfection  of  their 
fpirit — the  lights  which  they  have  (lied  up- 
on a  benighted  world — the  confolations 
which  they  have  in  (lore  for  the  miferable 
— the  mercies  of  Heaven  ^vhich  they  reveal 
to  the  guilty.  I  mean  fim.ply  to  illullrate 
their  fuperior  excellency  above  every  other 
law  that  men  have  difcovered  or  invented, 
for  cleanfmg  the  heart,  and  regulating  the 
life. — It  conhfls 

In  their  purity — in  their  authority — and 
in  the  fublim.e  and  powerful  motives  which 
they  addrefs  to  the  human  heart  in  order 
to  lead  it  to  piety  and  virtue. 
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In  the  firll  place,  in  their  purity. 

Their  fpirir,  and  their  tendency  is  to 
promote  perie.t  fanftity  of  manners. — 
Whatever  flows  from  human  reafon  alone 
will  be  mingled  with  human  corruption, 
and  tainted  by  it.  Accordingly,  in  all 
the  fyihrms  of  morals  that  have  been 
framed  by  philofophers  either  ancient  or 
modern,  we  find  a  tiniiure  of  the  chara61er 
of  the  author — fome  principle  that  favours 
vice — fome  that  juUihes  or  excufes  frailty. 
We  may  commonly  determine  the  ru- 
ling pail:  on  of  the  v.riter  from  the  fpirit 
of  his  work.  But  in  the  divine  w'ord  we 
difcern  a  purity  worthy  the  holinefs  of 
him  who  fpeaks.  The  fpirit  of  God  knows 
no  accommodation  with  fin,  or  w'ith  frail- 
ty. He  leaves  even  no  ambiguities  in 
the  truth  behind  which  the  vices  of  mm 
may  find  a  prote6lion.  All  is  plain,  fimple, 
and  moil  holy.  But  the  word  of  Chriil 
aims  not  at  regulating  the  outward  con- 
du6l  m.erely,  but  enters  into  the  heart, 
and  fandiiies  the  fource  of  our  habits  and 
manners.  "Except  a  man  be  born  again^ 
faith  the  Saviour,  he  cannot  fee  the  king- 
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dom  of  God.'"*  No  incenfe  can  be  accepia- 
bie  on  his  akar  but  the  incenfe  of  a  pure 
heart — no  Itreams  can  be  pure  that  do  not 
fiow  from  a  pure  fountain — no  aclions  can 
be  approved  that  do  not  fpring  from  a  ho- 
ly prmciple.  The  holy  fcriptures  clean fe 
th.e  life  by  cleanfmg  its  inward  fountains. 
A  mind  illuminated  by  the  word  and  fpirit 
of  God,  and  a  heart  renewed  in  ail  its  prin- 
ciples and  aiiedions  by  his  grace,  will  af- 
pire  to  higher  degrees  of  virtue  than  were 
cultivated  by  the  fages  of  the  world  who 
were  contenttd  vvith  being  merely  citizens. 
They  will  aim  at  a  celeflial  purity  accom- 
modated to  that  mature,  and  perfect  Hate  of 
being  in  the  Heavens,  of  v/hich  the  prefent 
life  is  only  the  infancy,  and  the  prepttfato- 
ry  difcipline. 

The  word  of  God  acquires  great  value 
and  efficacy  as  a  law  of  holinefs,  in  the  next 
place,  irom  its  high  authority. 

*  John  ill.  3 — A  principle  like  tliis  was  maintained  iike- 
wife  in  many  of  the  ancient  fchools  ;  and  that  change  of  tem- 
per and  habits  which  philofophy  aimed  to  produce  in  iti 
difciples  was  ftiled  regeneration.  But,  in  fpirit  and  meaning, 
the  dodtrine  of  the  fchools  was  far  inferior  to  the  doctrine  cf 
Chria. 
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Extremely  feeble,  in  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
are  the  diclates  of  reafon  as  a  rule  of  duty. 
On  many  fubjefts  it  is  dubious  and  hefitat- 
ing  in  its  decilions — on   many  it  is  eafily 
corrupted  and  biaffed  by  the  heart — on  all, 
its  conclufions,  purfued  through  a  train  of 
deduftions  which  grow  lefs  evident  at  every 
Hep,  ilrike  with  little  force  upon  the  mind 
wherever  they   are  oppofed  by   the  vices 
and  paflions  of  men.     Were  they  clearer 
than  thev  are,  reafon  is  too  weak  to  make 
them  obeyed.     Of  its  weaknefs  let  me  pro- 
duce a  familiar  and  acknowledged  example. 
Although    the    principles    of  juftice,    that 
form  the  bafis   of  fociety,  are  among  the 
mofl  evident  of  its  conclufions,  is  that  evi- 
dence alone  fufficient  to  procure  fubminion 
to  its  rules  ?  Would  the  mafs  of  men,  be- 
come good  citizens,  if  they  w^ere  fubjett  to 
no  other  controui  than  the  lights  ot"  their 
own  minds  ?  What  diforders,  what  crimes 
v/ould  diftraft  the  (late,  if  their  own  reafon 
w^ere  their  foie  law,  and  their  fole  judge  ! 
And  would  they,  if  they  wxre  obedient  to 
no  higher  authority,  become  good  citizens 
of  that  heavenly  country  whole  duties  are 
infinitely    more    complicated    and  pure  ? 
What,  alas  !  Vyould  be  their  fyflem  of  reli^ 
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glon  ?  What  their  law  of  duty  ?  What  the 
fandions  that  would  give  efficacy  to  that 
law,  if  they  were  left  to  derive  them  all  from 
the  feeble  lights  of  their  own  minds  ?  Ob- 
fcure,  impertetl,  and  impotent.  No,  we  re- 
quire revelation  to  render  duty  certain,  and 
we  require  the  awful  authority  of  God  to 
give  it  its  full  energy  upon  the  heart. 

Man  was  formed  to  be  governed  chiefly 
by  authority,  in  order  to  promote  and  fe- 
cure  his  virtue.  His  firft  opinions  and  ac- 
tions are  fubjecled  to  the  wifdom  and  con- 
troul  of  parents — his  early  years  to  the  in- 
flructions  and  difcipline  of  teachers.  The 
moft  reafonable  lavvs  of  fociety  require 
to  be  enjoined  by  a  pov/er  Paperior  to  his 
individual  will :  and  the  wifeR  legifiators 
have  found  it  neceffary  to  call  in  the  force 
of  religion  to  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  focial 
order,  and  to  give  complete  and,  efficient 
energy  to  their  laws.  But  what  is  the  vene- 
ration and  obedience  which  v;e  ov/e  to  the 
m.oft  revered  and  beloved  of  parents — to 
the  molt  wife  and  powerful  rulers  of  the 
world — to  the  preceptors  that  have  enlight- 
ened our  early  years — or  to  the  ir.aders  of 
faience  that  govern  the  opinions  of  the  a^e. 
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compared  with  thiu  which  is  due  to  the 
eternal  Spirit  of  Truth  who  hath  cnhghten- 
ed  the  law  of  our  duty  ?  To  the  facn  u  ^nd. 
awful  authority  of  the  Creator  and  Judge  of 
the  univerfe,  added  to  that  law  to  give  it  an 
effetlual  impreffion  on  the  heart?  'i  he 
Chriftian,  the  believer  in  divine  revelation 
enjoys  infinitely  more  powerful  means  of 
virtue  than  others  who  depend  only  on 
themfelves,  or  who  attem.pt  to  follow  {he 
erring  and  contradictory  lights  every  where 
held  out  to  them  by  a  falle  philoiophy. — 
When  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  facred  volume, 
I  feem  to  hear  the  voice  of  an  afietiionate 
parent  who,  by  requiring  perfe£l  hohnels^ 
has  no  other  end  in  view  but  my  fupreme 
felicity— I  feem  to  iiRen  to  the  dictates  of 
unerring  truth — 1  feem  to  receive  the  com- 
mands of  a  divine  lawgiver  who  has  all 
power  in  Heaven  and  on  earth  to  fave  or 
to  deflroy — I  feem  to  read  tl.e  decrees  of 
that  holy  and  omnifcient  Judge  from  whom 
I  {hall  (hortly  receive  my  eve  i  lading  delli- 
ny.  What  an  awful,  what  a  fublime,  and 
facred  authority  does  the  word  of  God 
poifels  !  Both  youth  and  age  will  find  in 
theliudyof  its  divine  precepts  the  happi- 
eit  inhitutiou  for  cleanjiiig  their  ivcy,  ar;^ 
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cultivating  in  them  the  habits  oi  virtue. 
Let  it  be  your  meditation  all  the  day — Let 
its  pure  and  facred  truths  be  ever  before 
your  eyes — Walk  in  its  heavenly  light — 
And,  let  it  be  your  guide  to  the  eternal 
fource  of  light  and  perfeftion. 

Its  influence  in  fan6lifying  the  heart  may 
be  eftimated  likewife,  from  the  high  andm- 
terefting  motives  which  it  propoles  to  man- 
kind to  reclaim  them  from  vice,  and  to  lead 
them  to  virtue.  The  motives  that  princi- 
pally deferve  our  confideration  on  this  fub- 
je6^,  not  only  for  their  fuperior  force,  but 
becaufe  they  chiefly  diflinguilh  the  gofpel 
from  every  other  moral  inititution,  are  the 
retributions  of  divine  juftice  to  the  virtuous 
and  the  vicious  in  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence 
— and  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  in  the 
redemption  of  the  world. 

Philofophy,  in  inviting  her  difciples  to 
virtue  can  propofe  to  them  only  the  prefent 
peace,  reputation,  or  intereft  that  attends 
it;  motives  which  religion  enjoys  in  com- 
mon with  her,  and  enjoys  in  a.  much  higher 
degree.  She  cannot  look  into  eternity,  or 
(he  looks  into  that  profound  abvfs  wkh  a 
■    E  e 
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feeble  and  unfleady  eye,  incapable  of  diftin- 
guifhing  any  objc61:.  If  a  few  men  of 
elevated  virtue,  and  v/arm  imagination,  like 
Cicero  and  Plato,  entertained  a  faint  hope 
of  exifting  after  the  prefent  life,  the  greater 
part  of  philofophers,  unable  to  fee  any 
thing  certain  beyond  the  grave,  believed 
that,  at  death,  tl>ey  (hould  ceafe  to  be. 
This  principle  diflblved  at  once  the  (Irong- 
efl  ties  of  moral  obligation.*  Tt  is  the  fin- 
gular  glory  of  the  gofpel  that  in  it  life 
-and  immortality  are  olfered  to  the  hopes 
of  the  pious.  In  it,  likewife,  is  denounc- 
ed the  moil  fearful  defiiny  to  the  wick- 
ed and  impenitent.  It  hath  fcattered  the 
dark,  impenetrable  cloud  that  hung  on 
the  hour  of  death.  It  hath  rendered  the 
future  certain  as  the  prefent,  and  hath 
drawn  from  eternity  motives  the  moil  fub- 
lime  to  animate  and  flrengthen  their  virtue, 

*  When  we  read  the  dubious  difcufiions  conccrnino:  a  fu- 
ture  ftate  which  took  place  in  the  Roman  fenate,  in  which 
was  afiembled  all  the  wifdom  and  learning  of  the  c  apital  of 
the  world,  at  the  time  when  they  were  about  to  determine 
on  the  fate  of  Cataline  and  his  aJfociates,  we  are  irrefiftibiy 
lead  to  deplore  the  blindnefs  and  infirmity  of  the  human 
mind  unenlighted  by  divine  revelation.  What  motives  in 
iiid  of  virtue  were  they  able  to  drav/  from  that  flate  which 
they  knew  not  v.'hethcr  to  believe  or  di  (believe,  but  were  moil 
inclined  to  deny? — Sal;  de  bcl.  catulin.  Speeches  of  C&iar, 
Cato,  (See. 
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and  the  mod  av/ful  to  difcourage  and  re- 
ftraiii  vice.  What  can  be  more  awful,  or 
Rrike  the  confcience  of  guilt  with  deeper- 
or  more  falutary  fear,  than  the  tribunal  of 
juftice — than  that  day  wherein  God  hath 
appointed  to  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  men  by 
Jclus  Chrift — than  the  decree  by  which  the 
guilty  fhall  be  configned  to  fuflfer  the  ven- 
geance of  eternal  Jire  P — Arreft  thy  ftep  O 
profligate  youth  !  In  the  a61  of  vice  paufe, 
and  look  before  thee !  Behold  the  tribunal 
— the  judge — the  chains  of  death — the  pri- 
fons  where  the  wicked  dwell  with  everlajiing 
burnings!  Wilt  thou,  in  the  intoxication 
of  thy  paflions  brave  the  terrors  of  almigh- 
ty wrath?  Are  not  thefe  views  fufficient 
to  palfy  ail  the  powers  of  fm  ? — Perhaps 
thou  Vv'ilt  fay — it  has  been  often  faid — for- 
bear thefe  reprefentations.  No  m.an  was 
ever  made  virtuous  by  fear  alone.  But,  is 
it  not  the  firll  flcp  to  virtue  to  break  off  our 
fins  by  repentance  ?  Are  not  the  falutary 
reftraints  of  fear  neceffary,  in  the  greater 
part  of  men,  to  prepare  the  heart  for  the  ad- 
miflion  of  higher  and  purer  principles  ?'* 

*  The  good  influence  which  the  apprehenfions  of  a  future- 
judgment,  and  tlie  puniftiment  of  the  wicked,  even  in  the 
Tinpeifevt  manner  in  which  they  were  conceived  by  paganifm. 
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On  the  other  hnnd,  direcl  thy  view  to  the 
glorious  hope  Vvhich  is  propoled  in  the  gof- 
pel  to  animate  the  good  man  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  duty,  and  encourage  his  pro- 
grels  towards  perfeftion.  Not  the  uncer- 
tain hope  which  the  prince  oi  Roman  phi- 
lofophers  neither  could  confcnt  to  rehgn, 
nor  was  able  firmly  to  hold.*  Not  the 
faint  and  doubtful  ray  that  gleamed  on  the 
evening  of  Socrates  and  gilded  to  him  for 
a  moment  the  clouds  of  death  ;+  but  the 
full  affu ranee  of  faith — the  clear  and  un- 


ivere  fuppofed,  by  the  beft  men  of  antiquitj,  to  have  upon 
morals,  may  be  underflood  by  a  remark  of  Polybius — Eoojc 
VI.  Speaking  of  the  Greeks  who,  in  that  age,  had  been 
corrupted  by  the  Epicurean  Philofophy,  he  fays  "  If  you 
lend  a  talent  to  a  Greek,  and  bind  him  to  the  repayment  by 
ten  engagements,  Avith  as  many  fecurities,  and  witneiTes,  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  him  regard  his  word.  Whereas,  among 
.  the  Romans,  they  are  always  punctual  to  the  oatlis  they 
have  taken  For  which  reafoH  the  apprehenllcus  of  infernal 
torments  were  wifely  cftabliflied  ;  and  now  to  oppofe  ihem  is 
wholly  irrational." 

*  Cicero,  reafoning  on  the  fubje(5l  of  immortality  with 
that  doubtfulnefs  that  muft  neceflarily  accompany  all  our 
conclufions  on  this  fubjed  that  are  not  derived  from  revela- 
tion, inclines,  however,  to  the  probabihty  of  a  future  and 
happy  exitience  for  good  men.  He  adds  that  this  expeda- 
liou  is  a  fourcc  of  fo  much  ccnfolation  to  him,  that,  if  he  is 
in  an  error  in  indulging  it,  he  does  not  wiHi  to  be  undeceived. 

f  The  hope  expreiled  by  Socrates  to  his  friends  who  came 
to  vifit  him  on  the  day  on  which  he  died,  and  the  doubtful 
manner  in  which  he  uttered  it,  are  well  known  to  every  per- 
{oa  acf^ tainted  with  ancient  hiftory. 
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clouded  light  bf  the  Son  of  Righteoufners. 
— Blelled  and  triuinphant  afTurance  !   What 
is  this  momentary  and  corruptible  exiRencc, 
compared  -with  tliat  eternal  being  that  (hall 
fliine  as  the  liars  in  Heaven  for  ever  and 
ever?  What  are  thefe  feeble  and  grofs  ien- 
fations  of  pleafure  by  which  ^ve  are  allied  to 
the  bealls  iliat  perilh,  compared  with  thofe 
divine  and  immortal  powers  of  enjoyment, 
by  which  we  fhail  reiemble   the  angels  that 
furround  the  throne,  and,  in  fome  meafure 
approximate  tov/ards  God  himfelf  ?  Thefe 
glorious  rewards  of  piety  and  faith,  of  truth 
and  virtue,  are  among  the  moll  powerful,  as 
well  as  the  mofl  fublune  motives  to  a  pure 
and  holy  life.     Such  ele^'ated  and  immortal 
hopes  tend  to  raife  the  aifc6tions  above  the 
grofs  and  corrupting  influence  of  the  w^orld. 
They  tend  to  quench  the  flames  of  IuIt,  to 
extinguifn   the   rude  and  vrrathful  priffions, 
and  to  cultivate  in  the  heart,  that  holinejs 
witJiout  zv/uc/i  no  vianJJialljee  the  Lord.    Can 
fenfuality  debafe  the  foul  that  cxpefis  to  ap- 
proach the  throne  of  God,  and  to  dwc  11  foi-- 
ever  in  his  prefence?  Can  po^ver  opprcfs 
thofe  whom  it  hopes   to  meet  as   brethren 
and  equals  in  the  kingdom  above  ?  Can  en- 
vy, hatred  or  revenge,  rankle  in  the  bofoms 
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ofthofe  v;ho  afpire  to  the  fociety  of  the 
blefled  in  Heaven  among  whom  reigns  only 
a  pure  and  eternal  love? — Are  the  prefent 
rapid  moments  of  our  probation,  ftamping 
their  impreffion  upon  our  everlafting  defti- 
ny  ?  Is  every  initant  preparing  for  us  new 
flames  Lelow,  or  new  fcenes  of  felicity  and 
honor  above  ?  What  diligence  and  ferven- 
cy (bould  thefe  confiderations  add  to  every 
acl  of  duty  !  Will  fincere  piety  raife  a  worm 
of  dull  to  immortal  glory  ?  How  holy  ought 
we  to  be  in  all  manner  of  life  and  converfa^ 
tion  I 

Finally,  religion  propofes  to  us  flrong  ad- 
ditional motives  to  duty,  drawn  from  the 
mercy  of  God  in  the  redem.ption  of  the 
world.  They  merit  an  ample  illuftration, 
but  I  can  only  glance  at  them  in  the  molt 
hafly  manner. 

On  this  fubjecl,  reafon  and  philofophy  af- 
ford us  no  aid.  The  gofpel  alone  is  able  to 
point  out  the  way  in  which  finners  can  have 
accefs  to  their  Maker  and  their  judge  of- 
fended by  their  crimes,  and  conllrained,  if 
Fmay  fpeak  fo,  by  the  perfection  of  his  na- 
ture, to  puniili  their  guilt.     It  reveals  to  us 
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the  love  of  God  in  the  richeft  and  moftallon- 
ifhing  aft  of  mercy  that  was  ever  difplayed 
to  the  univerfe. — Could  I  draw  afide  the  veil 
from  the  dreadful  pifture  of  human  guilt,  or 
prefent  to  your  view  the  catalogue  of  our 
innumerable  crimes,  I  might  convey  fome 
idea  of  the  infinite  grace  that  was  pleafed  to 
forego  the  rights  of  his  juflice  on  man,  and 
to  divert  its  awful  thunders  to  the  head  of 
his  beloved  Son.  Could  I  pluck  off  the  co- 
vering from  Hell,  and  difclofe  its  tremen- 
dous prifor)s,  the  deftined  abodes  of  the  guil- 
ty— could  I  unfold  the  gates  of  Heaven  and 
pour  upon  your  fight  the  effulgence  of  that 
glory  that  eye  ha^th  notfeen,  neither  hath  ear 
heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive,  butv/hich  is  referved  for  thofe 
who  are  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift,  I  might  enable  you  to  conceive  the 
boundlefs  obligations  impofed  upon  us  by 
his  love. 

But  the  mofl:  illuftrious  proof  of  his  love 
is  feen  in  himfelf — in  his  birth — in  his  life — - 
and,  above  all,  in  his  death,  when  he  bore  our 

Jins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree. Young- 

man  ! — O  young  man,  imm.erfed  in  plea- 
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fure !  devoted  to  thy  own  enjoyments  !  for- 
getful of  thy  Creator,  and  thy  duty  !  Look 
on  the  Saviour  of  the  world  !  Can  there 
be  a  more  pov/erful  and  perfuafive  argument 
to  repentance  than  the  love  of  him  zo/io  liaih 
loved  thee  to  the  death  F  Look  on  the  cruel 
altar  of  the  crofs  on  which  he  wa.^  made  a 
vicHm  for  tliofe  hns  by  which  thou  art  pro- 
faning his  love  !  In  the  view  of  thofe  bit- 
ter fuilerings  he  endured  for  thee,  can'ft 
thou  repeat  the  crimes  for  which  he  died  ! 
• — Kear  the  voice  of  divine  mercy  calhng  to 
thee  from  the  Heavens !  Liften  to  the  in- 
tercfling  voice  that  it  utters  from  the  crofs! 
Hear  the  cry  of  that  precious  blood  that 
flreams  from  his  fide,  and,  calling  from  the 
earth,  Jpeaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of 
Abel !  Ah  !  v;hat  motives  can  touch  thee 
if  thou  art  infenhble  to  thefe  ?  What  per- 
fuafions  can  reach  the  hardnefs  of  age  if 
thefe  are  ineifeftual  on  the  tendernefs  and 
fufceptibiiity  of  youth  !  The  w^hole  com- 
pafs  of  nature  cannot  furniOi  arguments  to 
duty,  or  admonitions  againft  iin  equally 
interelling  and  flrong. — Wherewith  fliall  a 
young  man  cleanfc  his  way  ?  By  taking  heed 
thereto  according  to  thy  word. 
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Having  trefpafTed  already  on  your  time, 
I  fliall  circumfcribe  within  a  narrow  com- 
pafs  the  fingle  refle8ion  with  which  I  de- 
lign  to  conclude  this  difcourfe. 

The  fubjeft,  to  the  illuftration  of  which 
you  have  attended,  recommends  to  your 
mofl  diligent  ftudy,  and  your  moil:  affection- 
ate elleem  this  facred  volume  from  which 
we  derive  truths  of  the  higheil  importance 
to  the  tranquility  of  our  own  breaiis;  to  the 
peace  and  order  of  fociety,  to  the  dignity 
and  perfcftion  of  human  nature,  and  to 
our  eternal  happinefs.  I  fpeak  of  it  now 
as  containinc^  fomethinsf  more  than  the  molt 
perfetl  rule  of  virtue  that  was  ever  deli- 
vered to  the  V70rld — I  fpeak  of  it  as  embrac- 
ing the  richeft  treafures  of  our  knov.  ledge, 
and  the  nobleO:  fources  of  our  confolation. 
If  v/e  coniider  the  dubious  and  difcordant 
fentiments  of  human  reafon  with  regard  to 
the  exiftence  and  perfections  of  the  deity — 
the  means  by  v/hich  the  guilty  may  obtain 
the  forgivenefs  of  fms — the  law  of  our  duty 
—the  nature  and  the  certain '.y  of  another 
and  a  better  life,  how  precious  to  us  (lould 
be  this  fyftem  oFholy  inlpiration  that  refolves 
ihefe  ailliciin^  doubts,  and  ilieds  a  divine 

Ff 
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and  fatisfaclory  evidence  on  fubjecls  tfie 
moll  intereding  that  can  be  offered  to  the 
refie^uons,  or  the  hopes  of  mankind  !  A 
fanatical  fpirit  of  impiety  under  the  abuf- 
ed  name  of  philofophy  has  rilen  up  per- 
verfely  and  preRmiptuoufly  to  call  in  quef- 
tion  truths  fo  facred  andconrolatory  to  mi- 
ferable  mortals.  Pert  and  falfe  vnt,  igno- 
rant youth,  and,  in  an  age  in  which  no  ex- 
trava.';^ance  is  ftranse,  even  coarfe  and  iiii- 
terate  debauchery,  venture  to  hold  in  deri- 
iion  the  belief,  the  hope,  and  confolation  of 
the  beft  and  wifeitmen  who  have  ever  lived. 
Chriiiians !  in  proportion  to  the  madnefs 
and  folly  that  are  defperate  enough  to  fet 
at  naught  the  power  and  the  ivifdom  of  God ^ 
fliould  be  your  adherence  to  that  divine 
word  in  which  they  are  fo  glorioufly  dif- 
played.  How  blind  and  erring  would  bq 
our  footfieps  through  life  if  they  were  not 
dire6led  by  divine  truth !  What  a  profound 
and  fearful  darknefs  would  reil  upon  the 
grave  if  v/e  were  not  enabled,  by  this  hea- 
venly light,  to  penetrate  beyond  it  to  a 
bleiied  immortality  !  Let  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures,  therefore,,  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  daily 
and  pious  meditation.  Let  not  the  cavils 
of  ignorant  men;  nor  the  infults  of  fools 
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tear  from  our  bofoms  thefe  precious  liglits 
of  duty,  and  treafures  of  our  hopes. 

If  you  feek  ^viiaom,  drav;  it  from  thefe 
divine  fountains — if  you  culii\ate  virtue, 
here  you  find  its  perfeei  law — if  you  would 
attain  to  immortal  felicity  and  glory,  from 
them  you  imbibe  the  fpirit  of  Heaven. 

O  young  man !  take  heed  to  thy  vvays 
according  to  his  holy  word.  Seek  not  fojp 
■companions  whofe  example  v.'ill  encourage 
thee  in  vice — whofe  iludy  it  is  to  prevent 
refletlion,  or  to  furniih  to  reilection  only 
faife  and  criminal  principles  to  defend  a 
criminal  practice.  Let  not  thy  pafiions 
govern  thee  in  this  ardent  and  inconii derate 
period  of  life,  when  they  require  to  be  kept 
under  a  continual  rein — let  not  pleafure  in- 
toxicate thee,  and  impofe  her  illufions  on 
thy  reafon  for  truth — hunt  not  after  thofe 
pernicious  writers  whofe  object  it  is  to  in- 
hamiC  the  imagination  and  corrupt  the  heart. 
2^ake  heed  to  tliy  way — paufe  in  thy  courfe — 
deliberate — reflect.  Examine  and  weigh 
thy  principles.  Bring  thy  conducf  to  the 
teft  of  the  divine  lav/.  Never  wilt  thou  be 
prepared  for  the  pure  manfions  of  Heaven 
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till  thy  virtue,  or  to  fpeak  a  language  more 
conformable  to  the  gofpel,  till  thy  holinefs 
oi  heart  and  life,  has  reached  the  perfetlion 
of  this  Handard. 

O  God  !  in  thy  ir.ercy  arred  the  profliga- 
cy of  this  age !  Make  thy  word  quick  and 
powerful !  Let  it  penetrate  with  de'^p  and 
effe^Tual  convi61ion  the  confcience  of  fccure 
guilt,  and  deilroy  thofe  deceiifui  maxims 
which  the  hearts  of  fmners  frame  only  to 
juilify  their  crimes  !  Let  it  triumph  over 
the  pernicious  principles  of  a  falfe  phi- 
lofophy,  the  ohspring  of  our  degenerate 
manners ! 

AMEN! 


[      229      ] 

DISCOURSE    IX. 

THE    FORGIVENESS    OF    INJURIES, 

FIRST  DICOURSE TH-E   NATURE   AND  EXTENT  OF  THE   DUTY, 


i»i«jj;ggB»— 


Luke   vi.  37. 
Forgive,  and  you  JJiall  be  forgiven, 

IF  you  love  them  that  love  you,  faith  the 
Saviour,  what  reward  have  you  ?"* 
There  is  a  natural  propenfny  in  the  human 
heart  to  requite  with  kindnefs  the  favors  we 
have  received,  and  to  fympathize  with  the 
pleafures  and  the  pains  of  thofc  with  whom 
we  are  connected  by  friendfhip  and  efleem. 
"  But  I  fay  unto  you,  iove  your  enemies, 
blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that  de- 
fpitefully  ufe  you  and  perfecute  you."f 
This  is  the  lublime  of  charity.     Pride,  re- 


*  Matt.  V.  46. 

f  Malt.  V.  44.     Luke  vl.  2S. 
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fentment,  and  ail  the  moil  violent  emotions 
of  the  breall  are  ready  to  rife  againft  thofe 
who  have  treated  us  with  injuiiice,  cruelty, 
or  fcorn.  When  a  good  man  is  enabled  to 
forgive  the  malignity  of  his  enemies,-  much 
more  will  he  be  difpofed  to  difcharge  all 
other  offices  of  benevolence  and  humanity 
towards  the  reft  of  mankind. 

This  virtue  has  juftly  been  faid  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  the  chriilian  fyllem.  For,  although 
there  are  iikiilrious  examples  of  modera- 
tion, and  forbearance  amone^  the  crrcat  men 
of  pagan  antiquity,  which  approach  to  the 
ineeknefs  and  lelf-denial  of  apoftles  and 
martyrs,  yet  are  tliey  rare ;  and  the  philo- 
fophers  in  general,  who  ftudied  to  cultivate 
this  virtue,  aimed  rather  at  the  contempt 
than  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries — at  a  fupe- 
riority  of  foul  that  foared  above  their  ene- 
mies, than  at  that  meeknefs  and  charity  that 
lioops  to  embrace  them  with  fraternal  af- 
fection. But  whatever  approaches  a  few 
of  the  difciples  of  reafon  have  made  towards 
a  doftrine  and  a  pra6lice  fo  fublime  and 
holy,  (lie  had,  plainly,  not  authority  fuih- 
cient  to  impofe  it  on  the  pride,  and  the 
palTions  of  mankind  as  an  univ^rfal  lav/  of 
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duty.  This  was  the  office  of  a  divine  le- 
giOator — of  the  teacher fent from  God.  And, 
among  the  many  precepts  that  raife  his  gof- 
pel  far  above  all  other  fyftems  of  morals  or 
religion  that  have  appeared  in  the  world, 
that  of  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  holds  a 
diftinguiflied  place.  He  has  enforced  it, 
likewife,  by  the  higheft  fan61ion — '*  For,  if 
ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpafles,  neither 
will  your  father  who  is  in  Heaven  forgive 
your  trefpaffes."* 

The  revengeful  and  the  proud  are  apt 
to  regard  this  virtue  in  two  oppohte  lights, 
-^either  as  a  perfeftion  above  human  nature, 
H)r  as  a  meannefs  below  it — as  impiyino-  an 
elevation  of  mind  and  felf-command  almoll 
divine,  or  raanifefting  a  pufdlanimity  un- 
worthy of  man.  Thefe  ideas,  I  truft,  will 
appear  in  the  progrefs  of  this  fubje6l,  to  be 
equally  groundlefs,  in  which  I  fliali 

I.  Point  out  the  extent  of  the  duty — and 

II.  Illuftrate  its  excellence  and  reafona- 
blenefs  as  a  principle  of  conducts 

*  Matt.  yi.  15. 
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I.  This  duty  confifts  in  loving  our  ene- 
mies— in  refraining  from  every  purpofe  of 
revenge  towards  them — in  readinefs  to  re- 
turn them  kindnefs  for  injuitice — and,  final- 
ly, in  a  difpofition  to  feek  every  prudent 
and  praclicable  mean  of  reconciliation  with 
them. 

1.  No  offence  can  cancel  the  original  ob- 
ligation that  lies  upon  all  men  to  love  one 
another.  Sprung  from  the  fame  fource- — 
children  of  one  Father  who  is  in  heaven — 
partakers  of  a  common  nature — fe.low  tra- 
vellers through  a  dangerous  and  painful 
pilgrimage — and  heirs  of  the  fame  immor-^ 
tal  hopes,  man  is  connected  with.m.an  by 
the  flrongeft  and  the  deareli  ties.  Although 
your  enemy  has  broken  through  thole  ties, 
it  form?  no  warrant  for  you  to  aihli;  his  fol- 
ly or  his  madnefs  in  tearing  them,  afundcr. 
Charity  requires  us  to  dillinguifh  between  a 
man  and  his  a6lions  :  and,  even  when  thefe 
are  moil  cenfurable  and  oilenfive,  to  remem- 
ber that  the  offender  is  hill  a  brother.  This 
principle  is  the  vital  fpirit  of  tlie  chriflian 
religion  as  it  refpetts  our  intercourfe  with 
mankind,  and  is  the  great  cement  of  the 
univerfal  family  of  God. 
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2.  As  religion  requires   us    to   embrace 
our  enemy  wiih  benevolence  as  he  is  a  man, 
much   more  does  it  prohibit  towards  him 
every  purpofe  of  revenge.     Hardly  need  I 
fpeak  here  of  thofe  cruel   paflions  that  dif- 
turb  fociety  by  the  mofl;  atrocious  afts. — 
Hardly  need  I  call  to  mind  thofe  enormities 
that  fometimes  flow  fi'om  pride,  from  envy, 
from  hatred  and  rage — thofe  furious  vrrang- 
lings,  thofe  bloody  contefls — thofe  (hame- 
ful  means  of  private   vengeance   in  which, 
men,  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  violent  im- 
puhe  of  their  feelings,   indead   of  calmly 
feeking  juflice  from  the  authorifed  tribunals 
of  their  country,   conuitute  themfelves  at 
once  judges  and  executioners  in  their  own 
caufe.     Againll  atrocities  of  this  kind  I  may 
appeal,  not  only  to  the  mild  and  benevolent 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  but  to  the  common  fen- 
timents  of  mankind. 

There  are  other  vravs  lefs  fiagrrant,  and 
that  outrage  lefs  the  divine  fpirit  of  chanty, 
by  which  a  revengeful  temper  may  manifefl 
itfelf.  Although  there  are  cafes  in  which 
even  the  meeknefs  of  chriftianiry  will  permit 
a  good  man  to  demand  his  rights  in  the  feats 
of  public  jullice ;  yet,  if  you  harrafs  your 
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brother  by  vexatious  fuits — Nay,  ifycu  pro- 
secute your  moft  juft  and  equitable  claims 
againil  him  with  bitteniefs  and  animofity — 
if  it  is  not  futiicient  for  you  to  obtain  redrefs, 
unlefs  you  can  aifo  make  him  the  vifctim  of 
the  laws,  you  violate  the  lavv  of  Chrilh 
This  holy  and  benevolent  law  requires 
meeknefs  and  m.oderation  in  all  our 
condutt  towards  men,  and-  that  we  Ihould 
rather  fuiTer  wrong  in  matters  of  inferior 
moment  tlian  Teem  contentious,  or  too  ri- 
gidly exaft  even  our  undoubted  rights.  "  If 
thine  advcrfary  fue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take 
away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  aifo. 
if  he  fmite  thee  on  qpe  cheek  turn  to  him 
the  other.  If  he  compel  thee  to  go  with 
him  a  mile,  go  with  him  twain."*  / 

Revenge  may  be  feen  in  the  focial  and 
eafy  hours  of  converfation,  in  acls  in  which 
it  is  hardly  fufpefted.  The  afperity  of 
your  expreilions    betrays  it — it  appears  in 

*Mat.  V.  39,  40,41.  Thcfe  ra-e  not  abfolute  precepts. 
They  were  proverbial  fayings  among  the  Jews,  which  are  ne- 
ver to  be  interpreted  with  rigor.  They  were  intended  to  re- 
commend forbearance  to  men,  and  rather  to  fuft'er  fmall  in- 
juries, and  yield  their  rights  in  n:attcrs  of  inferior  concern* 
tlian  to  contend  with  the  obftinate  and  ielfilh. 
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thofe  eternal  complaints  of  wrongs  intended 
to  excite   againit  yOur  enemy  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  world — in  thole  odious  or  ridi- 
culous pi6lures  which  you  draw  of  his  viceji 
or  his  foibles — in  your  rcadinefs   to  hear 
and  to  circulate  every  malicious  tale  againft 
him  w^hich  calumny  has  invented.     If  you 
do  not  aftually  detradl   from  his  deferved 
praifcj  do  you  hear  it  done  by  others,  with 
a  fecret  pleafure  ?     If  you  hear  his  worth 
approved,  are  you  ready  to  load  it  v/ith  ex- 
ceptions, and  iufpicions  ?     Or  do  you,  by  a 
certain  aifecled  referve  and  caution  exprefs 
more  than  you  could  fay  ?     An  unholy  re- 
fentraent   may  be    difcerned    in  the   moil 
guarded  modes  of  converfation.     It  may  be 
perceived  even  in  that  filence  with  v/hich  a 
prudent   enemy  thinks  to   veil  his  heart. 
Would  you  once  have  obferved,  v/ith  re^ 
gard  to  that  perfon,  the  fame  caution  ?  Is  it, 
not  a  fenfe  of  injury  that  has'changed  in  your 
ePdmation  his  good  qualities?     Or,  if  you 
cannot  but  flill  difcern  them,  is  it  not  a  fe- 
cret refentment  that  palfies  your  tongue, 
and  feals  up  youj  lips  ?     Ah  !  in'how  many 
form-s  of  decency,  and  of  virtue  e\^n,  may 
this  vice  lie  concealed. 
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3.  True  forgivenefs  implies  a  difpofitioii 
to  return  kindnefs  for  iujury.  "  Blefs  thofe 
who  curfe  you,  faith  the  meek  and  benevo- 
lent Saviour  of  men,  do  e:ocd  to  thofe  who 
hate  you."  That  fweetnefs  of  temper  that 
is  ready  to  pour  its  fecret  blefling  on  the 
head  of  an  offender,  is  a  principle  allied  to 
Heaven,  and  peculiarly  fitted  to  prepare  the 
heart  to  enter,  and  enjoy  thofe  regions  of 
love.  It  flows  from  that  divine  charity  that 
regards  all  men  as  the  children  of  our  hea- 
venly Father,  and  an  offender  only  as  a  mif- 
taken  brother.  "  If  thine  enemv  hun5:er, 
faith  the  apoille,  feed  him,  if  he  thiril,  give 
him  drink  :  for,  in  {o  doing  thou  (lialt  heap 
coals  of  fire  on  his  head."*  Such  proofs  of 
your  goodnefs,  and  your  innocence  with 
regard  to  him,  v/ili  melt  him  in  ingenuous 
forrow  for  his  precipitancy  and  injuilice,  or 
pierce  him  with  deferved  compun61ion  at 
the  view  of  your  fuperior  worth.  This  was 
probably  the  meaning  of  an  ancient  philo- 
fophert  who,  when  he  was  aiked  by  what 
means  a  man  might  be  revenged  on  his 
enemy,  anfwered  '*  by  being  better  than  he." 

*  Rom.  xli.  20. 
■f  Diogenes. 
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If  there  be  a  way  in  which  you  can  render 
him  a  vahiable  lervice  by  fpeaking  well  of 
the  deferving  parts  (5f  his  charatter,  by 
drawing  a  difcreet  veil  over  his  foibles,  by 
generoully  producing  his  virtues  to  light,  or 
by  advancing  his  fortunes,  you  will  not  on- 
ly fulfil  an  elevated  duty  of  religion,  but 
probably  attach  him  to  you  hereafter  as  an 
ufeful  friend. 

This  precious  law  of  chriRianity  is  violat- 
ed, then,  whenever  you  neglecl  to  render 
him  thofe  fervices  which  he  needs,  and  which 
are  in  your  power  to  bellow.  Is  there  a 
refpectable  orhce  which  would  be  ufeful  to 
him,  and  w^iich  he  is  better  qualified  than 
another  to  fiJl  ?  Is  there  a  profitable  em- 
ployment for  his  induftry  which  it  may  de- 
pend upon  your  influence  to  obtain?  Yet, 
do  you  exert  that  influence  agaioft  him 
only  becaufe  you  have  been  offended? 
Although  you  enter  into  no  intrigues, 
and  form  no  plans  again fl  him,  yet, 
in  the  decifive  moment  of  aceomplifhing  or 
defeating  his  hopes,  and  when  ail  may  red 
upon  you,  do  you  oppofe  him  ?  Nay,  al- 
though you  do  not  oppofe  him,  do  you, 
through  coldnefs  and  alienation  ncgletl  him. 
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and  let  him  fee  that  his  intereRs  form  none 
of  your  concern  ?  I  fee,  the  world  fees  in 
thefe  afts,  the  proofs  of  a  refentful  and  un- 
forgiving fpirit.— Do  you  hear  his  charac- 
ter, more  precious  than  wealth  or  honor, 
defamed,  when  you  poflcfs  the  means  of 
vindicating  it  ?  Do  you  promote  the  calum- 
ny ?  Do  you,  by  meanmg  looks  and  gef- 
tures,  give  hgnihcance  to  fulpicion  ?  Do 
you  even,  by  a  cruel  filence,  afiili  the  de- 
signs of  his  enemies,  and  enjoy  the  llander  ? 
Do  you  rejoice  in  liis  unmerited  calamities  ? 
Or,  if  be  has  been  culpable,  do  you  tri- 
um.ph  in  his  detetlion  and  Ihame  ?  Alas  ! 
are  not  thefe  the  characters  of  an  enemy  ? 
If  you  do  not  pity  his  misforiunes,  defend, 
v/here  you  can,  his  good  name,  aid  his  lav/- 
ful  hopes,  and  even  forget  that  he  has  in- 
jured you,  you  have  not  lincerely  forgiven 
him,  nor  fulfilled  the  facred  law  of  charity 
tliat  requires  us  to  render  good  for  evil. 

4.  In  the  lad  place,  this  duty  implies  a 
difpofition  to  feek  every  prudent  mean  of 
reconciliation  w^ith  thofe  between  v/hom  and 
us  have  arifen  any  caufes  of  offence.  "  If 
thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  tind  there 
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remember  that  thy  brother  hifh  aught  a- 
gainfl  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the 
altar,  and  go,  firil  be  reconciled  to  thy  bro- 
ther, and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift."- 
No  worlhip  can  be  pure  that  is  ftained  with 
angry  and  refentful  pafiions — ^No  prayer 
can  find  admiifion  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
while  injudice  pollutes  the  confcience,  or 
malice  rankles  in  the  breaft.  A  fmcere 
chriftian,  who  poflTefles  the  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  will  be  grieved  if,  at 
any  time,  he  has  given  even  involuntary  of- 
fence ;  and  if,  through  prejudice,  or  the 
lurprife  of  paffion,  he  hath,  by  word  or 
deed,  occafioned  an  injury  to  his  brother, 
he  will  be  folicitous  to  repair  the  wrong. 
He  will  not  difdain  to  make  thofe  neceflary 
explanations,  or  even  thofe  conceffions 
which  may  be  requifite  to  place  their  har- 
mony upon  its  fird  footing,  and  to  cement 
it,  if  pqihble,  with  new  endearments.  Nay, 
where  a  brother  is  to  be  gained,  he  will  not 
too  rigoroufly  examine  his  own  rights,  but 
will  difplay  a  certain  generofity  in  his  ad- 
vances, the  dictate  of  a  benevolent  hearty 
confcious  of  .the  pitreft  intentions. 

*  Mat.  V.  23—24, 
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This  fubjeft  may  be  farther  illuflrated  by 
pointing  out  the  faife  principles  upon  which 
reconci]Jations  often  proceed,  or  the  mifta- 
ken  fubftitutes  that  are  put  in  the  room  of 
the  fincere  forgivenefs  oi  nijuries. 

1.  Parties  at  variance  we  fometimes  fee 
brought  together  by  the  addrefs  and  ma- 
nagement ot  common  friends.  To  their  in- 
flances  at  length  they  yield.  But,  obferve 
with  what  reluciance  they  meet — what  mu- 
tual coldnefs  and  diiiruil:  they  betray  at  eve- 
ry (lep — how  many  explanations  mull  be 
made — how  many  punctilios  n)ull  be  adjuft- 
ed — how  many  compromifes  mufl  be  at- 
tempted, in  order  to  fave  a  falfe  fentiment 
of  honor  ?  Do  you  believe  that  you  have 
fulfilled  the  celeilial  law  of  charity  by  a  re- 
conciliation that  has  proceeded  upon  thefe 
grounds  ?  No — even  tlie  world  is  not  de- 
ceived. It  fees  that  you  are  not  friends.  It 
perceives  in  your  converfation,  in  your  con- 
dufl,  in  your  whole  manner,  the  coldnefs  of 
your  hearts. 

2.  Men  fometimes  miilake  the  mere  fub- 
fiding  of  the  pallions,  which  is  the  efleSl  of 
time,  for  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries  which  is 
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the  fruit  of  charity.  The  edge  of  their  re- 
fentments  is  blunted,  and  they  link  down  by 
degrees,  and  almoll:  without  defign,  into  the 
ordinary  offices  of  good  neighborhood. — 
In  the  various  and  capricious  changes  of 
the  world,  an  accidental  concurrence  of  in- 
terefts  fometinies  re-unites  thofe  whom  dif- 
ference of  intereft  had  divided.  But  thefe 
principles  have  nothing  in  them  in  common 
with  the  generous  warmth  and  kindnefs  of 
the  chriftian  temper.  The  fpirit  of  the 
blefled  Jefus  regards  a  forgiven  enemy  like 
a  brother  reconciled  :  and  an  enemy  who 
refuies  to  be  reconciled  it  regards  with  tiiofe 
fentiments  of  meeknefs  and  benediciion  that 
can  flow  only  from  a  heart  touched  and 
animated  with  the  love  of  God. 

3.  Not  infrequently,  a  cold  return  to  the 
external  civilities  offocietyis  miflaken  for 
the  duty  I  am  recommending,  while  you 
ilill  cherifli  a  keen  remeiPibrance  of  injuries 
you  have  received. — I  forgive  him,  you  fay, 
but  I  do  not  forget.  He  has  no  reajon  hereaf- 
ter to  rely  on  my  fo'iendpivp.  Ah!  this  hint 
is  too  fignificant.  We  difcern  in  it  a  ran- 
kled and  wounded  mind.  Does  the  mild 
temper  of  the  gofpel  thus  fv;ell  the  breait 
H  h 
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^vith  a  proud  refentment?  No — it  tends 
to  unite  tlie  hearts  of  men  by  the  fweet  and 
attratlive  fympathies  of  charity,  and  not 
merely  to  conneft  their  perfons  by  the  loofe 
and  Vulgar  tiss  of  ordinary  aifociation. 
The  civilities  praclifed  by  a  good  man  are 
the  fmcere  exprelhons  of  a  benevolent 
mind,  not  a  hypocritical  mafk  intended  to 
veil  from  the  world  paffions  v/hich  he  is 
afliamed  to  avow:  Confcious  that  God  in- 
fpeds  his  heart,  he  iludies  not  to  cover  dif- ' 
pofitions  there^  which  he  is  not  willing  to 
expofe  to  the  pure  and  holy  light  of  heaven, 
and  which  will  not  alhmilate  him  to  its 
bieffed  fociety. 

4.  Prudence  is  frequently  fubftituted  for 
charity.  Men  fm other  their  refentments 
merely  to  prevent  the  derangement  which 
they  would  produce  in  the  circle  of  their 
ibciety,  or  to  efcape  the  uneafmefs  that 
muft  arife  to  themfelves  from  a  perpetual 
courle  of  hoftilities. 

5.  But  the  lad  fubRitute  M'hich  I  fliall 
mention,  for  the  forgivenefs  is  the  contempt 
of  injuries. — Well  may  .innocence  feel  its 
fuperiority  to  the  indifcretion  of  unfriendly 
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tongues,  and  the  malignity  of  evil  inten- 
tions. And  the  calm  dignity  of  virtue  is 
confiftent  with  the  gentlenefs  and  meekhefs 
that  become  a  chriilian.  But  contempt, 
involving,  as  it.  too  often  does,  the  ofFender 
with  the  offence,  is  an  unholy  temper.  It 
indicates  a  pride,  and  haughtineis  of  mind 
incompatible,  equally  with  the  charity,  and 
the  humility  of  the  gofpel.  Vice,  when  con- 
fidered  as  offering  its  temptations  to  us, 
miay,  by  a  noble  mind,  be  regarded  with 
contempt — when  feen  in  the  conduct  of 
others,  it  ought  rather,  by  a  good  man,  to 

be  beheld  with  pity. 

•' 

Refervinff  for  another  difcourfe  the  illuf- 
tration  of  the  excellence  and  reafonableiiefs 
of  this  difpohtion  as  a  general  principle  of 
conduft,   I  fliall  conclude  the  prefent  with 
a  hnsle  and  brief  reflection. 


The  forgivenefs  of  iniuries  is  inculcated 
throughout  the  difcourfes  of  our  bleffed 
Lord  and  his  apoHles  v/ith  peculiar  frequen- 
cy and  earneftnefs.  For,  it  is  not  only  the 
higheii  exercife  of  that  charity  which  they 
lay  at  the  foundation  cf  all  our  duties  to 
mankind :  but  it  is  abfolutely  nccellary  to 
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the  peace  of  the  world,  to  extinguifli,  or 
prevent  the  action  of  thofe  innumerable 
caufes  of  dilfention  that  are  continually 
ipringingup  in  human  fociety.  Did  every 
man  conceive  himfelf  entitled  to  avenge  his 
own  quarrels  it  would  convert  the  world' 
into  a  theatre  of  violence  and  blood.  In 
order  to  prevent  this  fatal  effeft,  the  wife, 
the  moderate,  and  the  good  are  called,  not 
only  to  abftain  from  doing  injury,  but  daily 
to  cover  with  the  mantle  of  forgivenefs  the 
injuries  that  are  offered  to  them.  Injuilice, 
fraud,  envy,  malice,  wrath,  whifpering,  tat- 
tling, (lander  would  keep  the  world  in  a  per- 
petuij  flame,  and  fix  our  own  peace  forever 
on  the  rack,  were  not  their  influence  counter- 
a6led  by  this  exalted  principle  of  charity. 
But,  w  hen  we  confider,  on  one  hand,  the 
force  of  the  paffions,  and,  on  the  other,  the 
infirmity  of  the  mind,  may  we  not  exclaim 
with  the  apoftle,  on  a  different  occafion, 
*'  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?"  To 
forgive  like  a  chriffian  feems  to  require  both 
a  greatnefs  and  humility  of  mind,  a  meeknefs 
and  equanimity  of  temper  almoft  beyond 
the  prefent  frail  condition  of  human  nature. 
But,  w^e  may  reply,  v/ith  the  fame  apoftle, 
*'  I  can  do  all  things   through  Chriil  w'ho 
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flrenglheneth  me."  Let  this  high  and  ardu- 
ous».duty,  iherciore,  be  the  fubject  ot  our 
fervent  and  continiial  petitions  at  the  throne 
of  grace.  The  great  Teacher  of  the  church 
hath  incorporated  it  in  that  excellent  and 
comprehenhve  prayer  which  he  hath  left  to 
bd'  the  perpetual  rule  of  our  d.'"voiions. 
Frequently,  indeed,  it  requires  all  the  ener- 
gy of  prayer,  to  calm  and  fubdue  the  tem- 
ped of  our  pauions — It  requires  that  pro- 
found fenfe  of  the  divine  prelence  which  is 
cultivated  in  prayer  to  impofe  upon  their 
fury  an  elTeftuai  curb — It  requires  all  the 
humility  of  penitents  proftrate  at  the  foot- 
Rool  of  mercy  to  repress  in  the  heaii  that 
obdurate  and  unhallowed  pride  which.i-s  the 
chief  fupport  of  our  unforgiving  refent- 
wents. 

Finally,  this  duty  forms  one  of  the 
bell  tefts  of  the  heart.  Men  may  more  ca- 
fily  deceive  themfelves  with  regard  to  the 
general  duties  which  tliey  ov/e  either  to 
God,  or  to  mankind.  But  if  you  can  bear 
injuries  v;ith  patience — if  you  can  maintain  a 
mild  and  amiable  ferenity  under  reproach 
and  calumny — if  you  can  forgive  ofiences 
moll  deliberately   com.mitted  againft  you, 
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and  return  kindnefs  for  injuftice,  and  hlcf- 
Jiug  for  railing,  it  is  the  liigheil  evidence 
of  the  complete  fubje^lion  of  the  paihons  to 
the  government  of  reafbn,  and  of  the  do- 
minion of  that  principle  of  divine  love  in 
the  heart"  which  is  the  true  foundation,  and 
the  animating  fpirit,  of  every  duty. — I  do 
not  a(k  if  you  are  without  paiiions  ?  nor 
if  they  are  not  naturally  quick  and  ifrgng  ? 
Thefe  may  be  found  in.  the  bed  and  noblefl 
charafters — but,  if  the  power  of  religion 
has  been  able  to  fubdue  them,  and  to  hold 
them  under  its  foft  and  gentle  rein?  If,  like 
Chrift  on  the  agitated  and  ftormy  lake,  it 
has  bien  able  to  calm  them,  and  to  fay  to 
the  v/inds  and  the  waves,  peace  !  be  flill  ! — 
This  is  a  folid  ground  on  which  you  may 
reft  your  hopes  before  the  throne  of  eternaji 
mercM  "  for,  if  you  forgive  men  their  tref- 
paffes,|your  heavenly  Father  will  alio  for- 
give ybu.'"' 

Teach  us,  O  Lord !  to  underftand,    an^ 
.  enablqusto  fulfil  this  fublime  duty,  the  or- 
nament  of  the  gofpel,  tiie   perfetlion   of 
man  ! 

AMEN  ! 
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THE     FORGIVExXESS    OF    INJURIES. 

SECOND  DICOURSE THE   EXCELLENCE  AND  REASONABLENSSS 

OF  THIS   DUTY. 


^C^» 


Luke   vi.  37. 
Forgive,  andyouJJiall  be  forgiven,       "^ 

THE  law  of  forgivenefs  is  oppofed  by 
fome  of  the  flrongeft  paflions,  and  the 
moft  dangerous  prejudices  of  the  human 
haart.  The  vindictive  pafiions  are  prone 
to  precipitate  themfelves  on  revenge,  and 
imagine  a  barbarous  pleafure  in  gratifying 
this  cruel  propenfity — prejudice  is  apt  to 
conround  patience  with  pufillanimity,  and 
to^ppofethat  mildnefs  of  temper  is  calcu- 
lated only  to  I  forfeit  a  certain  reputation 
vv-ith  the  world.  Pride  fears  to  lofe,  by 
kindnefs  and  condefcenfion,  that  imagina- 
ry confequence  which  it  claims  for  itfelf. 
My  enemies  have  offended  me.     It  helon<rs  to 
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!  the  refped  which  I  oioe  myjelf  to  make  them 
^feel  the  effects  of  their  temerity.  But  pride  is 
an  inflated  monfterj  ever  blind  to  its  own 
true  interefts.  More  real  honor,,  and  more 
folid  happinefs  will  be  found  from  forgiv- 
ing than  avengmg  injuries. 

Having  already  confidered  the  requifi- 
tions,  and  the  extent  of  this  law,  I  purpofe, 
in  the  prefent  difcourfe,  to  illuftrate  its  ex- 
cellence, and  reafonablenefs  as  a  principle 
of  condu6l — It  implies  a  difpofition  gene- 
rous and  noble  in  itfelf,  and  fitted  to  attract 
refpett  from  the  world — It  tends  to  pro- 
mote our  inward  tranquillity  and  peace — 
And,  finally,  it  affimilates  man  to  his  Crea- 
tor, whole  mofl  glorious  and  interefting  at- 
tribute is  mercy.— -After  t  •''^:".^  a  (hort  re- 
view of  thefe  feveral  topic  11  flrengthen 
the  general  argument  to  this  duty,  by  point- 
ing out  the  caufes  that  moil  coiij^monly  cre- 
ate diifentions  in  fociety,  and  Ihewing  their 
infufficiency  to  juRify  the  lading  and  u|i- 
chrillian  reientraents  w^hich  tocf  often  p;rov/ 
out  of  them.  V 

I.  In  the  firll  place,  it  implies  a  difpofi- 
tion generous  and  noble  in  itlelf,  and  luted 
to  attract  refped  frolfr  tlie  world. 
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All  blind  and  violent  movements  of  the 
paffions  are  unworthy  of  our  nature.     The 
true  glory  of  a  rational  mind   is  to  fubmit 
all  its  actions  to  the  calm  and  temperate  go- 
vernment of  reafon.     There  is  a  dignity  in 
being   able  to  command  our  feelings,  and 
our  conduft  in  the   mod  critical  fituations, 
which  is  calculated  equally  to  engage  the 
elleem  of  others,  and  to  gain  the  approba- 
tion   of  our  own  hearts. — Where  indeed, 
do  wefmd  the  moft  vindiftive  difpoiitions  ? 
Is  it  not  corftmonly  in  thofe  who  are  moft 
feeble  both  in  h^dy  and  in  mind  ?  But,  in 
proportion  as  the  foul  is  raifed  by  noble 
^*Tfead  fublime  fentiments,  is  confcious  of  a  true 
tourage,  and  can  reft  upon  itfelf,  the  lefs  is 
i|  prone  to  this  bafe  and  degrading  vice. — 
The  puiillanimous  are  revengeful  as  vrell 
as  cruel, 

jn'liofe  who  admire,  v,'ith-Out  choice,  the 
manners  of  the  world  have  been  pleafrd  to 
Jly  that  the  raildnefs  and  forbearance  of 
chriftian  charity  is  calculated  to  invite  in- 
juries ;  and,  being,  in  many  inftances,  con- 
trary to  the  ellablilhed  maxim.s  of  honor, 
muft  only  lead  to  difgrace.  Let  us  exaiuine 
t^.efe  aflcrtions.     I'do  not  advocate  a  weak 

li 
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good-nature,  void  of  fePifibility  and  energy 
of  character — but,  if  prudence,  and  propri- 
ety of  manners  be  united  to  a  benevolence 
of  temper  ever  ready  to  do  good — and  a 
sentlenefs  ahvavs  cautious  of  mvin 2:  offence, 
rarely  will  vre  lee  examples  of  that  innate 
malignity  that  is  difpofed  to  purfue  worth 
of  this  kind  with  injuftice,  or  to  vilify  it  by 
infult.  Even  vicious  men  look  with  refpett 
on  goodnefs  fupported  with  dignity.  If, 
here  and  there,  fuch  an  atrocious  fpirit 
(hould  be  found, his  injuftice  wHli  be  return- 
ed upon  his  own  head  by  the  general  indig- 
nation of  fociety.  Befides,  religion,  in  cafes 
of  prelimg  and  immediate  aggreihon,  for-f 
bids  not  the  facred  rights  of  ielf-defence. 
And,  in  every  cafe,  it  permits  and  requiri^ 
a  good  man  to  place  himfelf  under  the  guar- 
dian power  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  both 
for  protection,  and  for  reparation.  The 
law  is  without  paOions.  And  the  repafa- 
tion  of  v/rongs*  which  is  due  to  the  wearpf 
fociety,  has  nothmg  in  it  in  common  wii|i 
the  revenging  of  injuries. 
'■""*- 
Y  ith  regard  ip  thofe  falfe  and  frivolous 
maxims  of  honor,  invented  in  barbarous 
times,  and  adopted  by  frivolous  and  barba- 
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rous  men  who  rarely  have  any  other  claim 
to  merit,  more  real  glory  and  more  public 
efleem  will  arife  from  bejng  fuperior  to 
them,  tha.i  from  complying  with  them. — • 
\ve  fee  them  daily  going  into  difufe  as  fo- 
ciety  progrefles  in  relinemeni.  That  atlec- 
tation  of  meeknefs,  indeed,  that  fpring:? 
from  puhllanimitv  is  a  character  th.at  de- 
ferves  to  be  defpifed.  And  much  of  the  re- 
proach that  has  been  poured  upon  thofe, 
who,  in  the  flile  of  the  world,  have  not  pro - 
hcrly  rcfented  injuries,  has  arifen  from  their 
own  weak  and  unequal  condu61:.  RaOi  e- 
nough,  perhaps,  to  give  olrlence,  it  leem-s  to 
'  e  a  pretended  principle  that  reflrains  them 
nom  anfwering  for  it.  True  pictv  is  unof- 
fendin-g,  as  well  as  averfe  from  contentions. 
And  then,  if,  on  other  occahons  permitted 
and  approved  by  religion,  as  in  defending 
the  innocent,  in  protecting  the  helplefs,  in 
fuihlling  a  hazardous  duty,  a  proper  ardor 
and  firmnefs  of  mind  have  t%en  difplaved, 
]fo  reproach  can  be  incurred  for  acting  on 
chriftian  principles,  and  being  fuperior  to 
an  unreafonable  cuRom..  It  v/as  an  excel- 
lent reply  made  by  a  brave  oihcer  to  one 
who  had  challenged  him  to  hnde  conTl)at  : 
."  You  knovr  I  am  fioi  afraid  to  die — I  am 


-^    '■■■■ . 

252  ihc  Forgivenrfs  of  Lij  mics. 

afraid  only  to  (in.  If  you  ■\vifh  tc  bring  our 
perlbnal  courage  to  the  proof,  I  invite  you 
to  fhew,  in  the  approaching  battle,  which 
of  us  Will  lead  our  troops  witii  the  greatefl: 
bravery  to  the  charge."  And  many  -..'eak 
minds  there  are  who  are  capable  of  putting 
their  lives  to  hazard  in  a  fudden  impulfe  of 
rage,  or  urged  by  the  fear  of  Ihame,  who 
are  riot  able  to  encounter  great  and  real 
dangers  with  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  at  the 
call  of  duty.  The  principles  oi  a  pretend- 
ed honor  are  difgraced  by  their  origin  ;  and 
they  are  difgraced  by  the  vain,  the  ignorant^ 
and  impetuous  rnen  v/ho  a6l  upon  them. — \ 
Where,  mdeed,  are  tliofe  douglity  combatsi 
of  honor  raoft  frequently  found  ?  Is  it  not  at 
the  end  of  bacchanalian  debauches  in  whiclf'  1 
men  have  given  up,  not  only  the  true  glory,  I 
but  almofl  the  characler  of  human  nature? 
Is  it  not  at  bell  in  thofe  moments  of  blind  in- 
temperate paffion  in  which  man  is  no  longer 
rational  ?  Real  honor  lies  in  the  command 
of  our  paflions.  *     # 

Thefe  are  not  profeihonal  declaimings, 
and  the  narrow  rules  of  a  religious  fpirit  at 
variance  with  human  nature,  and  the  com-   l^^ 
men  fentiments  of  mankind.    If  the  celef- 
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tial  purity  of  the  gofpel  of  peace — if  the 
divine  majelly  of  truth  can  receive  fupport 
from  earth,  they  will  find  it  in  the  opinions 
and  the  condutt  of  the  wifeft  and  the  bra- 

'velt  men  of  antiquity.  That  illuRrious 
patriot  wiio  vvas  the  glory  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  and  v/hofe  integrity  and  virtue 
were  proverbial  in  Rome-  had  it  for  a 
maxim  that  "  wc  ought  to  par  den  the  faults 
of  every  other  man,  but  nrccr  our  ozun."  A 
philoIophcr,t  who  afterwards  laid  dovm 
his  life  vsdth  dignity,  in  confequence  of  a 
moll  unjufl  periecution,  has  pronounced 
that  "  revenge  is  inhuman,  however  it  be 
authorifed  by  a  pernicious  ciiftom.  On 
the  other  hand,  (kys  he,  how  refpctcable  is 

■;  a  man  vrho  is  incapable  of  being  penetra- 
ted b}'  any  weapon,  or  being  hurt  by  inju- 
ry or  reproach  !'"'  When  a  king  of  SpartaJ 
once  faid  '^  it  is  the  office  of  a  good   prince 

'^o  confer  favors  en  his  friends,  and  inflicl 
punifhments  on  his  enemies" — •'!  how  much 
better  v.^ould  it  be,  replied  Socrates,  to  do 
good  to  your  friends,  and  to  make  fviends 
oi  your  enemies  ?''"  One  c^  '  :'^-  ^rrr^-t-''    p.-,r} 

*  The  elder  Cato. 
f  Seneca, 
t  Cleomsnes. 
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certainly  the  moll  philofopliic   of  the  Ro- 
man emperors'"  has  exprefFed  thefe  jufl  and 
noble  fentiments — '•  does  any  one  treat  me 
with  contumely  or  contempt  ?  Be  the  dil- 
grace  his  own — my   fludy  ihall  ever  be  \a 
do  nothing  that   deferves  to   be  defpiled. 
Does  lie  cherifii  agaiiul   me   an  iinjuit  ha- 
tred ?  It  is  his  fault.     It  ihall  be  always  m.y 
endeavour  to  be  good,  gentle,  humane,  and 
%        beneficent,  and  to  ftiew  him  no  other  exam- 
ples but  thofe  of  moderation  and  patience." 
Thus   do   the  maxims  and  the  condutt  of 
thefe  preat  men,   refute   the   falfe  notions 
f^^bricatcd  by  revenge  and  pride.    Although  ^^ 
itvis  beyond  the  fphere  of  ordinary  chrif-  ^^^ 
tians  to  emulate  philofophers,  and  heroes 
\\\  the  fame  of  then"  Vvritinrs,  or  the  crlory  f 
oi  tlieir  atchievements,  yet  is  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  the    humbleit  believer  in   Chriil  to 
1  ival,   and  even  to  furpafs  them  in  the  ad-^ 
niirablc  fpirit  of  their  morals.  ft 


As  pliilofophy  has  recommended,  fo  the 

univerkil    and   utibiafTed  voice    of  hiftory 

fcrv^s  to  confirm  thefe  high  and  noble  prin- 

.')je:^,  and  to  add  force  to  the  precepts  of 

'    M*rous  Antoniijus.  •>* 


V 


The  Forgroenefs  oj  Injuries,         255 

the  gofpel  itfelf.  It  every  where  records 
the  praifcs  of  thofe  fublime  fpirits  who,  hav- 
ing their  enemies  in  their  power,  and  being 
able  to  crulh  them  in  a  moment,  have 
quenched  all  their  refentments  againfl  them, 
and  even  loaded  them  with  favours.  It 
covers  with  infamy,  and  holds  up  to  the  exe- 
cration of  pofterity  thofe  ferocious  and  vin- 
dictive monilers  w^ho  would  expiate'  with 
blood,  or  purfue  with  plunder,  oppref- 
fion.and  chains  the  (lirhteil  offences  againft 
their  pride.  Thefe  are  demons  fent  forth 
to  vrx  the  peace  of  the  world — thofe  are 
tjie  gods  of  the  earth,  and  benefa61ors  of 
mankind.  All  ages  vie  in  extolling  their 
glory,  and  pronounce  their  names  with  in- 
creaiino'  admiration, 

o 

Our  ov/n  hearts  on  this  fubjecl,  warmly 
confirm  the  verdicl  of  hiftory^^  With  Avhat 
ex(|^ihte  emotions  we  behold  David  in  the 
tent  of  Saul  l"^  When  he  could,  in  one 
moment,  have  taken  ample  vengeance  oxx 
that  fufpicious  tyrant  for  ail  the  perfecu- 
tions  he  endured  from  him,  and,  by  the 
fame  blow  have   placed  liimfjlf  upon  his 

^'-  I.  Stimuel  xxvi. 
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throne  fee  liim  generoufly  fpare  his  life, 
and  reftrain  the  ardor  of  his  indignant  fol- 
lov:ers  who  preflcd  to  avenge  their  mailer ! 
Not  lefs  amiable  does  he  appear  when,  after 
the  death  of  his  cruel  enemy,  he  enquires 
"  if  there  yet  remain  any  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Saul,  that  he  may  do  him  good."* 
On  the  other  hand,  had  he  (laincd  his  hands 
with  the  blood  even  of  that  faithlefs  prince 
— had  he  afterwards  remembered  his  crimes 
to  retaliate  them  on  his  poilerity,  David, 
now  the  pride  of  hiflory  and  of  religion, 
would  have  become  the  obje6l  of  our  de- 
tellation. — Thus  do  the  native  fentiments  i 
of  the  human  heart  contradift  thofe  cruS** 
maxims  of  revenge  fo  often  in  the  mouths 
of  men.  They  atteil  the  elevation  and 
grandeur  of  thofe  principles  of  forgivenefs 
and  charily  inculcated  in  the  gofpel. 

2.  The  meek  and  forgiving  fpirit  hi  a 
chrillian  tends,  in  the  next  place,  to  pro- 
mote his  inward  tranquility  and  peace.    '• 

The  heart  ru(Hed  and  agitated  with  tur* 
bulcnt  and  furious  pafiions  cannot  be  happy., 

*  II.  Samuel  i'a.  t^ 
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Happlnefs  dwells  only  with  a  ferene  mind, 
and  a  benevolent  temper.  Gloomy  pro- 
jecls  of  revenge  difquiet,  and  fill  it  with 
bitternefs.  Corroded  by  chagrin,  inflamed 
by  rage,  or  devoured  by  bale  and  fecret 
plans  of  treachery  it  is  equally  a  ilranger 
to  peace. — Is  the  objeft  of  your  enmity 
raifed  above  you  fo,  that  the  (liafts  of  your 
malice  cannot  reach  him?  What  vexation 
gnaws,  what  impotent  fury  fwells  the  bo- 
fom  ! — Are  your  bed  concerted  fchemes  of 
vengeance  frullrated  by  fome  nnforefeeri 
accident  ?  Or  are  they,  by  the  wildom  and 
■Drudence  of  your  adverfary,  turned  upon 
your  own  head?  What  confuficn  and 
iham.e  ! — But  you  have  been  fuccc  fkful — 
you  have  humbled  him  by  difgrace — you 
have  crufhed  him  by  your  power — yoa 
have  made  him  ft  el  the  weig-ht  of  your  re- 
fentment — are  thele  g-ratifications  that,  in 
a  calm  hour,  you  can  review  with  fatisfac- 
tion  ?  No — when  the  paffions  i'ubfide,  and 
reafon  refumes  its  empire,  the  work  o^  ven- 
geance alw^ays  afiForMs  food  for  painful  re- 
fiedion.  .The  maxim  that  revenge  is  fweet 
is  a  maxim  only  of  the  paiiions — It  is  falfe. 
If,  in  the  dark  moment  of  accomplifliing  its 
guilty  purpofe  a  diabolical  pieafure  gleams 
Xv  k 
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acrofs  the  mind,  the  tranfient  fiafb,  leaves 
the  cloud  that  covers  it  afterwards  only  the 
more  black  and  heavy.  Hardly  could  a 
man  invent  for  his  enemy  a  punilhment 
m.ore  cruel  than  that  with  which  revenge 
torments  himfelf.  It  is  a  cockatrice  that 
Itmgs  the  boioin  that  has  given  it  life. 
Vexed  by  anxious  fufpicions,  tofied  by  im- 
patient dchres,  the  hated  image  of  his  ene- 
my is  continually  before  his  eyes — it  haunts 
him  in  the  day,  and  defpoils  of  their  reft 
even  the  hours  allotted  to  repofe. — See  the 
reiliefs  movements,  the  convuifed  bofom, 
the  inflamed  countenance,  the  pale  and 
quivering  lips,  the  dark  and  rancorous  vif- 
age  of  revenge,  and  fay  if  happinefs  can 
refide  there.  Above  all,  when  vengeance 
thirds  to  drink  the  blood  of  its  enenay, 
what  direful  llorms,  what  avenging  furies 
does  it  excite  in  the  breaft,  after  this  horrid 
appetite  is  fate  d  1  Then  the  fpeares  of 
murder  (lioot  before  the  terrified  fancy — 
then  confcience  thunders  at  the  bottom  of 
the  foul.  Heaven  above  appears  in  wrath, 
and  Hell  beneath  feem^s  to  augment  her 
flames,  and  expand  her  jaws  to  receive  to  a 
more  fearful  doom  than  that  of  other  fm- 
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nerSjthe  wretch  who  defcends  into  it  ali 
covered  with  his  brother's  blood. 

If  your  companion,  or  your  friend  falls 
by  tie  murderous  weapon  of  hoRor,  that 
prollituted  name  for  pride  and  vengeance, 
does  a   lefs  degree    of  mifery   follow  this 
deed  ?  Will  not  the  rank   crime  of  blood 
ilill  harrow  up  the  recollection?   Will  not 
the  broken  ties  of  friendlhip  {lill  drop  with 
gore  before  the  melancholy   and  troubled 
mind  ?  After  humanity  has  recovered  from 
the  frenzy  of  paifion,  can  it  look  on  the 
deep   affliftion    cf  bereaved  parents — per- 
haps, on  the  anguifh  of  a  frantic  v;ife,  and 
the  cries  and  tears  of  heipiefs   orphans  call- 
ing for  their  loll  father,  and  njot  execrate 
the  impious  deed  ?    Will   not  the  profound 
griefs,  and  the  heavy  curfe  of  fo  many  dif- 
tratted  mourners  light  uDon  the  foul  like  a 
peitilential  breath,  and  blail:  all  the  remain- 
ing years  of  life  ? — Ah  !  revenge,  however 
it  may  be  difguifed,  or  fanccioned  by  the 
guilty  manners   of  the  world,  is  the   cruel 
poifoner  of  human  happinefs.     It   is  daily 
filhng  the  earth  v/ith  crimes,  and  is  the  pa- 
rent of  half  the  miferies  that  afHi^l  mankind- 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  gentle  fpirit  of 
forgivenefs,  which  is  the  perteciion  of  chari- 
ty, prefervcs  a  conftant  ferenity  in  the  foul, 
and  faves  it  from  thofe  rude  tempeils  that 
would  necelfarily  deilroyits  peace.  It  im- 
parts to  the  mind  the  high  confcioufnefs  of 
approaching  the  fummit  of  virtue  by  the 
command  which  it  holds  over  all  the  paf- 
lions.  By  quenching  the  firll  [parks  of  di- 
vifion  and  diforder,  it  becomes  one  of  the 
moil  powerful  principles  of  focial  union 
and  happinefs.  Where  it  reigns,  a  peace 
and  order  reigns  refembling  Heaven,  "  Be- 
hold how  good,  and  how  picafant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  It  is 
as  the  dev;  of  Hermon  ;  as  the  dew  that 
defcended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion ; 
for  there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blelhng, 
even  life  forevermore."*  This  exalted  fpi- 
rit  of  charity  is  conneded  with  the  beft  and 
happitfi  ahedions  of  the  human  heart. 
Nay,  afcending  far  above  human  nature,  it 
derives  its  origin  from  that  eternal  fountain 
of  love  which  is  the  fource,  and  the  center 
of  union  among  all  intelligent  beings.     The 

*  Pfalras  133' 
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temper  of  forgivenefs  towards  our  enemies 
cxercifed  from  the  delightful  conilraints  of 
divine  love,  as  well  as  from  the  conii dera- 
tion of  thole  dear  and  tender  claims  Vv'hich 
mankind  have  upon  us,  by  being  partakers 
of  the  fame  na:ure,  and  heirs  of  the  fame 
frailties  with  ourfelves,  yields  the  heart  a 
perpetual  fpring  of  the  mod  pure  and  tran- 
quil fa  tis  fad  ions.  Its  pleafures  are  an  in- 
finite overbalance  for  all  the  facrihces 
which  fo  arduous  a  duty  requires.  And  it 
is  perhaps;,  the  bed  culture  by  which  to  pre- 
pare the  foul  for  that  perfect  love,  and  thofe 
immortal  unions  that  ihaii  take  place  in  the 
celeilial  ilate. 

3.  The  higheR  recommendation  of  this 
evangelical  difpofition  is,  that  it  aflimilates 
man  to  that  hrfi  and  perfect  Being  whofe 
mod  glorious  attribute  is  mercy.  *•'  Love 
your  enemies,  faith  the  bleiled  Saviour,  and 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  that  you 
may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  who  is 
in  Heaven  ;  for  he  maketh  his  hui*  to  rife  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on 
the  jud,  and  on  the  unjud,'"'"     The  univer- 

*  Mattliew  V.  45. 
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fal  JTOodnefs  of  the  Creator  is  the  mofl  fub« 
lime   example    for,  the   imuation   or   man. 
Every   moment  he   is  ofleDdcd  by  human 
follies  and  crim^es ;  yet,  every  moment,  he 
fnowers  on  the  offenders  nothing  but  bief- 
fmgs.     The  rain  fertihzes  their  helds — tiie 
Ihn  brings  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  maturi- 
ty  for  their  ufe.     To  guilty  man  every  fun 
ihat  rifes  upon  him  in  peace,  and  even  eve- 
ry herb  that  fprings  for  his  benefit  or  plea- 
fure  (hould  be  a  monitor  to  remind  him  of 
that  benignity   and   forbearance  which  he 
ought  to  exercife  towards  thofe  who  have 
onended  him.     Does  not  every  moment  of 
a  life  prolonged  to  him   by  divine  mercy 
demonilrate  the  injuiiice  of  haired  and  re- 
venge ?     Shall  a  frail  and  miferable  worm 
thirit   for   vengeance   when  that  Almighty 
Being  to  whom  alone  it  belongs  forbears 
to  execute  it  ?*     "  Be  ye,  therefore,  perfeft, 
as  your  Father  who  is  in   Keaven   is  per- 
feci:"t — that  is,  in  the  language  of  another 
evangelill,    ''  be  merciful   as  he  is  merci- 
fuL"J 

*   St.  Cyprian. 
-(•   Matthew  v.  48, 
1  Luke  vi.  ^6.    , 
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But  the  moll  interefting  motive  for  the 
ciihivation  of  this  temper  is  to  be  drawn 
from  the  great  a61;  of  divine  mercy  in  .the 
crofs  of  Chrill.  "  God  commendeth  his 
love  to  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  ene- 
mies Chrift  died  for  us."^  Behold  that  blef- 
fed  viftim  who,  having  lived  with  meeknefs 
amidft  innumerable  infults  and  reproaches, 
died  with  a  fweetncfs  and  patience  worthy 
the  image  and  the  organ  of  the  divine  love 
to  man !  While  fmners  were  pouring  up- 
on him  their  curfes,  he  (beds  upon  them 
his  bleffings.  While  they  were  multiplying 
on  his  facred  perfon  the  mod  cruel  outrages^ 
with  infinite  benignity  he  pronounces  their 
forgivenefs,  and  even  makes  the  apology  of 
their  crimes — *•  Fatlier!  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do."+  Ah  !  chrif- 
tians !  what  an  example  to  us  whofe  fms 
were  obliterated  by  that  a6l !  It  is  calculat- 
ed to  touch  the  deepefl  fprings  of  the  foul. 
Can  we  hear  his  gra,cious  voice  and  not  ex- 
tinguifli  every  hateful  and  malignant  pafiion 
which  pride  has  enkindled  in  the  heart  ? 
Can  xue  be  the  fubje6ls  of  divine  forgivenefs, 

*  Rom.  V.  8. 
t  Luke  xxiii.  34* 


f  54         The  Forgivenefs  of  Injuries, 

and  (hall  we  not  be  willing  alTo  to  forgive? 
"  Let  therefore,  all  bitternefs,  and  vvrath, 
and  anger,  and  cLimour,  and  evil-fpeaking 
be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice. — ■ 
And  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender 
hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as 
God,  for  ChrilTs  lake  hath  forgiven  you/'t 

The  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty  will  be- 
come ftill  more  apparent  from  confidering 
the  infufficient  grounds  of  thofe  averfions 
and  refentments  that  mod  frequently  dif- 
turb  the  harmony  of  fociety — they  are  con- 
tradictions to  our  opinions— offences  to  our 
pride — oppofition  to  our  pleafures  or  inter- 
efts — injullice  to  our  charatter  and  reputa- 
tion. 

The  moft  innocent  differencv'^s  of  opinion 
have  often  given  rife  to  implacable  diffen- 
tions  between  various  parties ;  and  their 
minds,  foured,  irritated  and  inflamed, 
break  afunder,  the  gentle  and  holy  bands  of 
humanity  and  charity.  It  {'cQr.\s  as  if  the 
felf-love  of  men  took  their  judgment  under 
its  protetlion  with  peculiar  fondnefs.     Each 

*  Eph.  17.  32. 
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one  is  difpofed  to  make  his  own  reafon  the 
flandard  for  others  not  only  in  political 
and  reliarious  tenets,  but  even  in  the  man- 
agement  of  the  moll  common  affairs,  and 
is  offended  at  thofe  differences  that  muff 
ever  neceffarily  fpring  out  of  the  imperfec- 
tion of  human  nature.  They  are  imputed 
to  mahgnity,  to  corruption  of  heart,  to 
every  unworthy  caufe  that  can  juftify  our 
refentment.  Alas  !  how  unbecoming  are 
conclufions  of  this  kind  to  wife  m.en  who 
underlland  the  narrow  limits  of  human  rea- 
fon, and  the  infinite  prepoffeffions  of  the 
human  heart  that  give  a  bias  to  opinion  I 
Genuine  wifdom  fcarches  for  truth  with 
candor,  and  embraces  it  with  firmnefs  in 
proportion  to  its  evidence  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
'  time,  has  forbearance  for  the  weak,  has  tol- 
erance for  the  prejudiced,  and  knows  no 
other  weapons  for  the  defence  or  propaga- 
tion of  its  opinions  but  thole  of  perfuafion 
and  conviction. 

Other  grounds  of  refentment  are  found 
in  thofe  offences  to  pride  and  felf-elleem 
that  are  fo  often  given  in  the  intercourfe  of 
focietv. 

LI 
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Not  to  mention  that  the  infolence  and 
difdain  of  the  rich,  and  the  envy  and  jeal- 
ouly  of  the  poor,  which  are>  frequently  the 
cauies  of  mutual  hatred  and  injuflice,  are 
equally  the  fruits  of  an  ignorant  pride  that 
has  not  learned  to  reft  merit  on  its  true 
foundations,  the  influence  of  this  unholy 
and  uncharitable  principle  is  daily  appear- 
ing on  the  moil  ordinary  and  frivolous  oc- 
calions>  The  different  circles  into  which 
accident  or  choice  has  arranged  fociety  are 
made  the  grounds  of  a  thoufand  little  inju- 
ries that  are  fullered  to  ferment  in  the  breaft, 
and  to  deiiroy  their  mutual  candor.  The 
circumJlance  alone  of  being  conneded  with 
different  parties,  or  moving  in  different 
I'pheres  is  apt  to  touch  the  pride  of  infirm 
minds.  You  have  not  obtained  that  rank 
in  particular  companies,  you  have  not  re- 
ceived that  attention  from  certain  perfons 
which  you  thought  was  your  due — you  have 
perceived  in  them  arefervedor  haughty  air, 
you  have  feen  a  fufpicious  glance,  you  have 
obferved  a  difdainful  fmiie.  Hence  arife 
animofities,  hatreds,  complaints.  Society  is 
dillurbed  v/ith  your  refentments.  Yet, 
when  the  caufe  is  examined,  perhaps  it  ex- 
ifts  only  in  your  own  fufpicions.     If  it  has 
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a  foundation,  the  evil  is  aggravated  by  the 
jealoufy  of  pride.  But,  be  the  offence  as 
great  as  your  felf-love  has  painted  it,  is  it  a 
ground  on  which  you  fliould  violate  to- 
wards your  neighbour  all  the  precious  char- 
ities of  religion  ?  A  wife  man,  acquainted 
with  the  world,  fliould  remember  how  of- 
ten thefe  appearances  are  miilaken— a  good 
man,  pitying  the  vrcaknefs  that  vrould  offer 
him  an  unmerited  infult,  fhould  be  content- 
ed, like  the  Roman  Emperor,  to  do  nothing 
that  deferves  to  be  defpifed.* 

Repeated  and  pointed  oppofitions  to  our 
interefts  or  pleafures,  as  they  are  hard  to  be 
borne  by  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  are 
too  often  efleemed  a  jufiification  of  the 
revengeful  padions.  Hov/  can  I  love  the 
man,  you  fay,  who,  on  all  occafions,  fets 
himfelf  againft  me  ?  How  can  I  forgive  the 
malice  that  is  perpetually  thwarting  my  de- 
figns,  and  defeating  my  befl  founded  hopes? 
Remember  that  you  fee  his  aftions  only 
through  the  medium  of  refentments  that 
difcolour  all  their  objects.  The  malice 
w^hich  you  impute  to  him  may  be  nothing 

*  Page  254* 
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more  than  a  fuccefsful  rivalfliip,  and  the 
iTioft  lawful  ufe  of  his  own  rights.  His  in- 
terference with  your  purfuits  may  have  been 
Vv'holly  accidental,  a  thing  without  any  un- 
friendly dcfign.  Yet  your  fclf-love  repre- 
fents  it  as  a  cruel  and  intentional  injury. 
Ah  !  how  unjuli  are  your  fufpicions  both  to 
yourfelf  and  to  him  !  But,  were  he  an  ene- 
my ihall  you  add  to  the  injury  he  has  alrea- 
dy done  you,  one  Hill  greater,  by  wounding 
your  ow^n  peace,  and  putting  in  hazard 
your  eternal  falvation  ?  How  much  more 
worthy  of  a  chriftian  would  it  be  to  be  fu- 
perior  to  evil  by  the  force  of  divine  love, 
and,  in  the  riches  and  glory  of  your  celef_ 
tial  inheritance,  to  be  able  to  forget  all  the 
inferior  injuries  of  time. 

Finally,  another  caufe  of  thofe  bitter  and 
uncharitable  refentments  that  fo  often  dif- 
quiet  the  peace  of  the  world,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  tales  and  whifpers  that  are  continu- 
ally dealing  through  fociety,  like  an  infec- 
tious air,  and  poifoning  the  fources  of  its 
happinefs. — That  perfon,  you  fuppofe,  has 
done  injuftice  to  your  reputation,  or  fpoken 
of  you  with  contempt  or  flight.  This  may 
be  a  mifreprefentation  as  unjuft  to  him  as 
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to  you.  It  TiTiay  be  the  wprk  of  that  ever 
brooding  fufpicion  only  that  hatches  in  the 
fancy  nothing  but  fcorpions  to  iling  and  de- 
flroy  its  own  peace.  It  may  be  merely  the 
tale  of  inconfiderate  and  talkative  perfons 
who  are  coni'mnally Jcatieringthroughjoczety 
Jirebrands,  arrozvs,  and  death,  and  then  Jay ^ 
like  the  madman,  is  it  not  in  Jport  ? — Per- 
haps it  has  been  infmuated  to  you  by  de- 
fignina:  men,  Vv'ho  delight  in  the  milchiefs 
they  create,  or  by  falie  friends  who  lludy 
only  to  recommend  themfelves  by  a  pre- 
tended and  oRicious  zeal  for  you. — If  he 
has  fpoken  againfi  you,  may  it  not  have 
been  the  effett  of  inconiideration  which  in- 
nocence does  not  feel,  and  to  vv^hich  generof- 
ity  of  temper  will  be  fuperior  ?  May  it  not 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  influence  of 
pernicious  ilandcrers  and  tale  bearers  who 
have  prepolfeffed  and  foured  his  mind  ?  A 
weaknefs  which,  a  good  man  will  pity  and 
excufe.  May  it  not  have  arifen  from  dark 
and  fufpicious  circumftances  in  your  own 
condu6l  which  you  have  not  condefcended 
to  explain  ?  Have  you  not,  with  too  much 
pride,  obferved  a  certain  dillance  and  re- 
lervc  with  regard  to  thcfe  circumllances 
that  leaves  fulpicion  to  impref>  upon  them 
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its  darkefl  colours  ?  A  great  wit  once  faid, 
*'it  is  necelFary  for  mankind  only  to  con- 
verfe  together  freely  every  day  to  make 
them  ail  of  one  religion."  With  much 
greater  truth  might  it  be  faid  that  a  free 
and  candid  intercourfe  would  make  them 
all  friends. 

But,  admit  that  he  has  ilandered,  that  he 
has  reproached  you,  and  that  you  have 
found  in  him  the  certain  proofs  of  an  un- 
reafonabie  enmity,  how  ought  a  chriftian 
to  retaliate  and  refute  fuch  unworthy  char- 
ges ?  Not  by  falling  into  the  fame  faults — 
not  by  bitternefs,  and  clamor,  and  v/rath. 
Tliefe  are  unholy  weapons,  and  are  ufualiy 
the  evidences  of  a  weak  and  vulnerable  cha- 
rafter  in  tliofe  who  ufe  them.  A  mild  and 
amiable  diipofition,  a  prudent  and  virtuous 
condu6l  is  the  befl  refutation  of  every  ca- 
lumny to  the  world.  And,  with  regard  to 
him,  the  dignity  of  meeknefs  and  filence  will 
humble  him  infinitely  more  than  any  refent- 
ments,  which  tend  only  to  gratify  his  pride, 
and  to  give  him  a  malicious  confequence  in 
his  own  efteem,  by  feeing  his  power  to  dif- 
turb  your  repofe. 
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Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  fubjeft,  how 
amiable  as  a  rule  of  conduft,  is  the  chrif- 
tian  law  of  forgivenefs  and  charity  !  It  con- 
tains in  it  the  fublimeft  philofophy,as  well  as 
the  principles  of  the  moil  intereliing  civili- 
ty and  politenefs  of  manners.  Not  only 
does  it  prohibit  contention  and  hoftihty,  but 
all  thofe  rude  and  unfriendly  paffions  that 
difturb  the  harmony  of  fociety — ^^nay^ 
"  whofoever  is  angry  v;ith  his  brother  with- 
out a  caufe,"  violates  its  mild  and  benevo- 
lent fpirit.  If  all  men  would  fubmit  their 
paffions  and  their  aclions  to  its  gentle  con- 
troul,  it  would,  fpeedily  render  the  world^ 
now  filled  with  diforder  and  with  crimes,  an 
image  of  the  peace  and  felicity  of  Heaven. 
I  am  aware  there  are  delicate  fituations  in- 
to which  a  man  may  be  thrown,  v/hich  will 
render  obedience  to  this  law,  the  lafli  ef-. 
fort  of  felf-command.  But  no  virtue  can 
be  perfected  without  an  effort — no  vi6lory 
can  be  gained  without  a  conflift.  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  the  greater  the  obftacles 
are  which  you  overcome,  the  richer  will  be 
your  crown  in  the  regions  of  immortal 
peace.  The  duly  is  ofthehigheft  importance, 
and  it  will,  from  the  impartial  judge  of  all, 
receive  a  proportionable  reward. — If  it  is 
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difficult,  it  is  not  impoinble.  And  it  be- 
comes a  chriilian  continually  to  iinplore,  at 
the  throne  of  divine  grace,  thofe  aids  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  will  enable  him  to  culti- 
vate and  bring  it  to  perfection. 

In  order  to  avoid  contention  and  wrath, 
cultivate  a  meek  and  benevolent  temper. — 
"  As  much  as  in  you  lieth,  live  peaceably 
wdth  all  men."  Maintain  an  inofienfive 
commerce  with  the  world.  Let  every  kind 
and  delicate  attention  mark  your  intercourfe 
Vvdth  your  friends  and  companions.  Be 
ready,  without  envy  or  coldnefs,  to  render 
juilice  to  their  good  qualities — interpret 
w^ith  candor  their  doubtful  atlions — treat 
with  indulgence  their  capricious  humors — 
call  a  mantle  of  love  over  their  infirmities. 
Aid  not  the  flander,  or  ridicule  thrown  on 
abfent  charatlers  ;  but  make  it  your  benevo- 
lent rule  to  defend  them.  Neve'r  lend  an 
ear  to  calumny  ;  nor  lillen  to  the  ofhcious 
and  faithlefs  tales  brought  to  you  by  others 
againil  yourfelf,  only  to  difquiet  your  peace. 
Seek  not  to  intermeddle  in  aiiairs  that  are  not 
your  own.  Efpecially,  beware  of  prying 
into  the  fecrets  of  families  in  order  to  dif- 
clofe  them.     Never  give  v/ay  to  fudden  im- 
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pulfes  of  paflion  ;  but  check  them  till  you 
have  had  leifure  to  confider  and  reflect. — 
Imitate  the  example  of  the  bleffed  Jeftfs 
"  who,  when  he  was  he  reviled,  reviled  not 
again,  when  he  fuffered  he  threatened  not."* 
Governed  by  the  maxims  of  prudence  and 
benevolence,  rarely  will  you  have  impor- 
tant injuries  to  refent — and  ftili  more  rare- 
ly will  it  not  be  in  your  power  to  curb 
your  refentments,  and  lubdue  your  patTions, 
which  you  have  already  reduced  under  ha* 
bitual  controul. 

But,  if,  notwnthftanding  the  clear  and  ex- 
plicit law  of  Chrill,  and  fo  many  motives 
to  the  pra6lice  of  charity  and  mercy  as  the 
gofpel  exhibits,  the  poifon  of  a  revengeful 
temper,  the  gall  ofbitternefs  and  wrath 
Ihould  ftill  lodge  at  the  bottom  of  the 
heart,  remember  that  he  who  (liewcth  no 
mercy  (hall  himfelf  meet  with  none  from  a 
jult  and  righteous  God.  "  Dearly  belov- 
ed, avenge  not  yourfelves.  Vengeance  is 
mine  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord."f — • 
Haughty  and  vindittive  fpirits  !  w-ho  v/ould 
pluck  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  the 

*  Pet.  ii,  22. 
f  iloxn.  iii.  19. 
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ballance  and  the  fword,  look  up  to  t,hat  tri- 
bunal where  your  ov.n  judgment  awaits 
jpu  ;  and  let  the  awful  majeily  of  divine 
juftice  humble  your  pride,  and  correal:  your 
rage.  What  right  have  you  to  encompafs 
the  altars  of  mercy  ?  With  what  plea  can 
you  approach  the  throne  of  grace  ?  How 
can  you  dare  pronounce  that  prayer  dic- 
tated by  divine  love  in  the  form  of  man — 
"  forgive  us  our  trefpafFes  as  we  forgive 
thofe  who  trefpafs  againfl  us  !"  Alas !  in  it 
you  imprecate  upon  your  heads  the  moft 
tremendous  curfe.  As  you  forgive  thofe 
who  trefpafs  againft  you  !  When  revenge 
ftill  rankles  in  your  heart !  W'hen  you  hate, 
when  you  abhor,  when  you  would  crulli 
vour  enemy  in'' the  dud  I  Juft  God  !  is  not 
this  to  demand  thy  thunders  ?  Is  it  not  to 
tempt,  to  folicit  from  thy  hands  the  flames 
that  are  deiiined  to  confume  hardened  and 
impenitent  guilt  ?  Renounce  then  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  on  which  the  Saviour  died 
for  his  enemies,  ail  malice  and  anger—"  let 
not  the  fun  go  down  upon  your  wrath." 
Extinguifh  in  your  hearts  its  unhallowed 
ilames.  And  let  no  lircs  burn  there  but  the 
holy  fires  of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man- 
kind. AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE     XI. 

ON     TKE    PLEASURLS    OY     RELIGION. 


Psalms  xix.   11. 
I;i  keeping  of  ihem  iJiere  is  great  rczvard. 
HAT  is  the  chief  ^ood  ?  Was  the 


w 


great  inquiry  of  the  ancient  fchooh: ; 
and  the  di-lerent  anfwers  to  this  queition. 
formed  the  principal  diil.inctions  among  the 
various  ktts  of  philofophy.  Happinels  is 
the  end  of  all  the  purfuits  of  men — it  is  the 
obje8:  of  all  their  fighs.  Yet  are  they  al- 
moll  ever  difap pointed  in  the  means  that 
are  taken  to  obtain  it.  They  foliov/  "the 
diciates  of  their  paiTions.  And  it  is  not  till 
after  they  have  fought  it  in  vain  through 
every  form  offalfe  pleafure  that  they  come, 
at  length  to  hnd  it,  where  alone  real'on  and 
religion  have  concurred  to  place  it  in  obe- 
dience to  God,  and  a  life  of  virtue.  Here 
the  anxious  mind  (inds  a  calm  and  fetilcd 
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peace  which  it  had  not  known,  and  which 
it  could  not  know  amidll  the  agitations  of 
tj^e  world — and  here  it  finds  thole  fiiblime, 
and  delightful  obje£ls  of  contemplation,  or 
enjoyment  which  alone  are  worthy  of  a  ra- 
tional and  immortal  nature.  Vicious  men 
who  fee  nothing  in  God  but  an  angry  judge, 
the  enemy  of  their  pleafures,  and  who  lee 
nothing  in  religion  but  the  reilraints  which 
it  impofes  upon  their  favorite  enjoyments, 
are  apt  to  reprefent  it  to  themfelves  as  an 
aullere  fervice,  and  as  drawing  a  deep  (hade 
of  melancholy  and  gloom  over  the  whole  of 
life.  But  a  good  man  who  has  all  his  incli- 
nations regulated  by  the  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  and  the  fpirit  of  piety,  will  hnd,  in  the 
affections  and  the  objetls  of  religion,  the 
fources  of  his  fupreme  enjoyment.  He  need 
not  aik,  like  the  difcontenied  world,  ''  who 
will  (hew  us  any  good  ?  God  is  his  chief  v 
good.  "  And,  111  j^eeping  his  command* 
nients,  there  is  great 'rtwaid." 

This  refleftion  of  the  pfalmiO:  might  be 
extended  toihew  the  beneficial  influence  of 
religion  on  all  our  temporal,  as  well  as  oyr 
eternal  concerns.  A  rational  piety,  unmix- 
ed with  the  excelles  of  enthufiaim^  or  the 
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gloom  of  fuperRitioii,  coniributes  to  the 
improvement  of  all  the  eilimable  qualiiies 
both  of  body  and  of  mind.  By  freeing 
the  foul  from  the  obrcurin!:^  mifts  of  fen- 
fual  pailion':-,  it  tends  to  enlighten  and  invi- 
gorate thofe  powers,  whatever  they  may  be, 
with  which  it  hatli  pleafed  the  Creator  to  en- 
dov/  it.  By  reilrahnng  pernicious  vices, 
and  by  the  moderation  of  the  appetites,  it  is 
favourable  to  health.  The  goodnefs  and  be- 
nevolence of  heart  which  real  piety  inipircs, 
(beds  an  inimitable  grace  upon  the  manners. 
It  gives  a  purity  of  fentiment,  and  dignity 
of  conduct  that  attracts  elieem  and  conftr 
dence  from  tiie  world,  and  by  the  habits  of 
temperance,  frugality,  induflry,  and  mte- 
grity  which  it  promotes,  it  is  friendly  to  the 
advancement  of  every  tempoiai  interefL 

TherefubjeRs  would  bear  an  ample  and 
an  ulefui  iliufLraticn,  But  I  purpofe,  in 
this  dn1:ourfe,  to  coafme  my  view  to  the 
internal  comforts  that  {low  from  religion. 
It  ofters  the    hio-heil:    fatisfaclions    to  the 

o 

mind — ^  yields  the  purell  plealures  to  the 
heart — It  introduces  ferenity  and  peace  into 
the  breali — And  finally,  it  aiiords  a  fource 
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of  happinefs  that  is  alvrays  within  our  pow- 
er, that  is  fecure  from  the  viciiTitudes  of  lite, 
and  that  fliall  be  eternal. 

1.  It  of^rs  the  highefl  fatistaclions  to 
the  mind. — -^he  exercife  of  reafon  and  ima- 
K:ination,  whicii  are  its  principal  powers,  on 
objetls  worthy  their  nature,  are  among  the 
chief,  as  they  arc  certainly  among  the  no- 
bleil  pleafures  of  a  thmking  bemg.  To 
live  without  thought,  or  to  employ  its  ener- 
gies on  lov/  and  degrading  objeds,  is  tofink 
our  nature,  and  to  rob  it  of  a  fu blime  feli- 
citv  to  which  the  goodneis  of  the  creator 
had  deilined  it.  And  what  fubjeds  are  lb 
rrreat  and  interefting,  and  fo  well  defer\  e 
to  employ  the  rational  faculties  of  m.an  as 
thofe  v/hiich  religion  prefents  to  his  con- 
templation ?  .The  being  and  perfedion  of 
the  Deity,  and  his  glorious  works  who  in 
zvi^dom  hath  made  iJiem  all — the  ailonilhing 
cconomxy  of  our  redemption  through  an 
incarnate  and  a  fuffering  Saviour,  which 
thuws  the  angels  dtfi-re  to  look  into — the 
nature  of  man,  foflullfully  and  -wonderfully 
made— iht  perfed  law  of  his  duty — and  his 
prefent  and  eternal  deftinations.  On  thefe 
fublime  ideas  vicious  men  likewife  may  em- 
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ploy  their  talents.  But,  not  dire6led  by 
a  Ipirit  of  piety,  their  views  are  falfe  and 
narrow,  their  concluiions  fceptical  and  cold. 
They  perceive  not  that  high  glcv/  of  delight 
which  a  good  man  feels  who  examines  into 
them  only  that  he  may  adore  Gyod  with  a 
more  profound  fentiment,  and  offer  him  a 
more  exalted  and  reafonable  fervice. 

Imagination,  alfo  derives  its  mofl  eleva- 
ting and  delightful  exercifes  from  religion. 
Its  proper  field,  and  employment  is  among 
the  works  of  nature,  contemplating  their 
grandeur,  their  wifdom,  and  their  beauty, 
and  inflaming  devotion  by  confidering  the 
indications  which  they  contain  of  infinite 
power,  intelligence,  and  goodnefs.  Piety 
lees  God  in  all  things  ;  and,  by  its  influence 
on  the  heart,  flieds  a  divine  charm  over  the 
univerle.  The  holy  pfalmiil:,  in  many  of 
his  com-pohtions,  that  are  as  much  diiiin- 
guiflied  by  the  fine  genius  of  poetry  by 
which  they  v/ere  infpired,  as  by  the  fpirit 
of  devotion  v/hich  they'  breathe,  p-ives  us  a 
beautiful  example  of  an  imasrination  kin- 
died,  and  a  heart  touched  by  thefe  pious 
views  of  nature,     llie  heavens  declare  the 
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glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  flieweth 
his  handy  -work."^*  "  O  Lord  my  God  ! 
thou  art  exce€<iing  great !  thou  art  clothed 
with  honor  and  majeiiy  !  who  coverefl;  thy- 
felf  with  light  as  with  a  garment  who  ilreich- 
eil  out  the  h  avcns  hke  a  curtain  !  who  lay- 
cft  the  beams  of  thy  chambers  in  the  v/a- 
ters  !  who  makeil  the  clouds  thy  chariots  ! 
who  walked  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  1 
O  Lord !  how  manifold  are  thy  works  !  In 
wifdom  thou  hall  made  them  all !  The  earth 
is  full  of  thy  riches  !"f  '*  Praifehim  Sun  and 
Moon.  Praife  him  all  ye  ftars  of  light ! 
Praife  him  ye  Heavens  of  Heavens  !"J  The 
writings  of  this  author  are  full  of  fuch  divine 
extahes.  A  good  man  cannot  read  them 
without  partaking,  in  fome  meafure,  of  the 
delightful  enthuhafm  by  v;hich  they  v/ere 
infpired.  With  the  fame  ipirit,  likewife, 
he  contemplates  the  v.-orks  of  the  Creator, 
and  often- derives  from  tliCm  the  like  holy 
raptures.  Imagination  and  tafte,  the  four- 
ces  of  fo  many  boafted  pleafures  to  the  re- 
fined and  cultivated  m.ind,  afford  even  to  it 
comparatively    barren    and    frigid  enjoy- 


*  Pfalms  ix.  1. 
f  Pjalins  civ. 
X  Pialms  cxlviii. 
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ments  unlefs  ihey  are  united  with  religion, 
and  warmed  with  its  facred  fires. 

II.    Religion  likewife    yields   the   pureft 
pleafures  to  the  heart. 

The  principal  enjoyments  of  life  are  de- 
rived from  warm  and  regulated  affections. 
We  may  be  faid  to  be  happy  in  proportion 
as  we  love  what  is  worthy  of  the  heart. — 
The  reigning  affeftions  of  piety  are  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  love  of  vian.  No  prmciples 
of  happinefs  are  fo  pure  and  excellent  in 
themfelves,  or  fo  ennobling  to  human  na- 
ture. When  we  turn  our  view  on  the  divine 
perfeftion,  can  any  ideas  yield  fo  tranfcen- 
dent  a  pleafure  to  a  virtuous  and  pious 
heart,  as  that  infinite  intelligence  thatlhines 
through  all  the  v/onderful  ftructure  of  na- 
ture, and  imprefi'es  its  chara6ter  on  every 
objeft  that  we  behold — as  that  infinite  be- 
nignity that  fpreads  the  light  of  its  beauty  on. 
the  whole  face  of  the  world,  and  which  we 
continually  experience  in  the  felicity  of  our 
own  lot — in  a  word,  as  that  infinite  caufe 
of  all  that  is  fublime,  or  excellent  in  the 
univerfc,  that  furrounds  us  v/hereever  we 
go,  and  that  intimately  penetrates  our  be- 
N  i\ 
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ing.  Meditations  on  thefe  divine  fubje£ls 
are  nioft  wortiiy  01  a  reafonable  and  im- 
inortal  mind  ;  and  they  are  calculated  to 
introduce  into  it  the  pureil  confolations, 
and,  at  fome  precious  and  choR^n  moments, 
the  holieft  raptures.  Pious  men,  with  one 
voice,  confefs  that  their  happieft  feafons  are 
thofein  which  they  are  mod  fenhbie  of  the 
divine  prefence;  or,  in  which,  approaching 
the  throne  or  God  with  an  humble  truCl  in 
the  divine  mercy,  they  pour  out  their  fouls 
to  him  in  the  fweet  effufions  of  gratitude 
and  love.  *•  There  be  many  who  lay,  who 
v/ill  fliew  us  any  2:ood  ?  Lord !  lift  thou 
up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us ! 
Thou  haft  put  gladnefs  in  ray  heart  more 
than  in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  their 
wine  abounded.""  "  Whom  have  1  in  hea- 
ven but  thee  !  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
I  defire  befide  thee  !"t  Thefe  are  not  the 
enjoyments  of  an  unfan61ified,  or  of  a  cold 
heart.  But,  w^hen  the  heart  is  reneiccd  after 
the  image  oj  God,  and  formed  to  the  relilh 
of  divine  truth — when  it  is  created  anezo  in 
Chnji  Jefus  unto  good  zvorks,  and  animated 
by  the  fpifit  of  piety,  it  enjoys  them  with  a 

*    Pililms   xlviii. 
•^  Pfaiins  h.u'n. 
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falisfacuon  rot  to  be  clerciibed,  and  derive> 
from  tlie  objects  of  religion  plea  lures  far 
fupcrior  to  thofe  tliat  are  yielded  by  the 
world,  or  that  arc  ever  tailed  by  vicious 
men. 

But  the  divine  benignity  to  mankind 
{hines  moll  confpicuouily  in  a  crucified 
Redeemer.  What  a  fubject  of  delight  to  a 
fincere  chriftian  who  feels  hi?  obligations  to 
redeeming  mercy  !  At  the  foot  of  the  crof^ 
he  pours  the  floods  of  his  gratitude,  and, 
looking  up  to  the  great  facrihce  of  his  fal- 
vationj  he  indulges  the  holy  triumphs  of  im- 
mortal hope.  Blefled  Jefus  !  what  confo- 
lations  flow  from  thy  love  !  Vvhere  can  the 
world  open  fuch  a  facred  and  inex handed 
fountain  of  joy?  "  ^Vhom,  having  not 
feen,  we  lo  ve  ;  in  whom  believing  we  rejoice 
with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory/"- 

The  next  branch  of  relis^ion  confills  in 
thofe  kind  affeftions  that  connecf  iis  with 
mankind.  '•'  Thou  (lialt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyfelfV  is  one  half  the  law  of  cluillian 
duty,  and  is  the  g^eat  cement  of  chriliiaii. 

*   I.  P;t-:r  i.  8. 
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fociety.  The  ordinary  intercourfe  of  the 
world  is  a  cold  commerce  of  intereft,  or  a 
hypocritical  drama  of  fitiitious  feelings. 
And  the  harmony  of  fociety  is  liable  to  be 
frequently  diilurbed  and  broken  by  envy, 
malice,  hatred,  emulations,  wrath,  ftrife,  and 
fuch  turbulent  and  malignant  pafiions, 
which  are  equally  painful  to  thole  who  in- 
dulge them,  and  thofe^  againft  whom  they 
are  direfted.  True  piety,  which  makes  us 
feel  our  fraternity  with  mankind,  commands 
us  to  extinguiili  all  thofe  felfifh  difpohtions 
which  throw  men  at  a  diftance  from  one 
another.  If  ail  men  were  governed  by  its 
benevolent  fpirit,  it  would  transform  this 
hoflile  and  contentious  world  into  an  image 
of  Paradife.  By  the  amiable  reprefentation 
which  the  apollle  gives  of  this  evangelic 
temper  we  may  eftimate  its  lovely  and  hap- 
py fruits.  "  Charity  fufFereth  long  and  is 
kind — charity  envieth  not — charity  vaunt- 
eth  not  itfelf — is  not  puffed  up — doth  not 
behave  itfelf  unfeemly— feeketh  not  her 
(Tjx^vn — is  not  eafily  provoked — thinketh  no 
^y\\ — rejoiceth  not  in  infiquity — but  rejoic- 
eth  in  the  truth — beareth  all  things — be- 
lieveth  all   things-— hopeth  all  things— en- 
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dureth  all  things."-  Many  of  our  moii 
lender  and  rcfelhing  pleafures  arife  out  oF 
thofe  kind  affections  that  unite  us  to  the 
great  family  of  mankind.  And  heaven,  as 
it  refpefts  our  intercourfe  with  one  another, 
is  but  the  perfection  of  thefe  amiable  difpo- 
fitions. — Humanity,  that  meets  in  every 
man  a  brother — SvmDathv,  that  enters  with 
warmth  into  the  virtuous  fenhbilities  of 
others — Friendfiiip,  that  glows  with  gener- 
ous emotions,  and  binds  us  to  thofe  whom  w^e 
love  by  the  fined  ties — ^Candour,  that  puts 
on  every  dubious  appearance  the  moll  favor- 
able interpretation — Charity,  that  feels  with 
quicknefs  the  diflreiTes  of  the  unhappy — In- 
tegrity, that  gives  to  ail  their  due,  and  is 
unw^lling^  to  owe  anv  man  auorht  but  love 
— and  Generofity,  that  is  more  than  juft, 
■  the  benevolent  overflowing  of  the  foul,  are 
principles  of  the  highefi:  value,  not  only 
for  their  ufeful  and  happy  effecls  on  fociety 
but  for  the  fw^eet  enjoyment  which  they 
yield  to  our  own  bofom. 

The  exercife  of  friendfhip  and  benevo- 
lence to  others  is  the  way  to  enfure  the  like 

*  I.  Corinthians  xiii. 
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returns  from  them.  Or,  if  we  meet  with 
unreafonable  and  malignant  fpirits,  it  is  the 
bell  means  to  efcape,  or  to  render  abortive 
their  injurious  deiigns.  IIov/  many  feuds 
might  be  avoided,  and  what  quietnefs  of 
mind  might  be  j.neferved,  by  a  meeknefs 
and  forbearance  that  cannot  be  provoked 
to  retaliate  the  ao:(Tre(rions,  and  otiences  of 
unreafonable  men?  How  many  wounds 
to  our  own  peace  might  be  prevented  by  a 
gentlenefs  and  humihty  that  does  not  un- 
neceflarily  offend  the  pride,  or  invite 
the  infolence  of  ojiiers  ?  What  pain- 
ful irritations  might  be  allayed,  or  would 
ne^'cr  J^e  fuftered  to  j-'ifc  in  the  heart,  by  a 
candour  that  is  not  eafiiy  induced  to  think 
evil,  or  indulge  fuf[3icions  of  our  neighbour, 
and  by  a  generous  prudence  and  dignity 
of  mind  that  refufes  to  lihen  to  the  calum- 
nies of  the  world  ? — If  a  man  would  live 
refpeded  and  efteemed,  and  enjoy  the  ex- 
quif  te  pleafure  of  loving,  and  being  belov- 
ed, let  him  early  cruih  in  his  heart  the  feeds 
of  all  unfocial  paTions,  and  cultivate  in  his 
commerce  wdth  men  tiie  divine  principles 
of  gentlenefs  and  benevolence. 
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The  fatisfaftions   that  are   derived  from 
this  fource  to  a  good  man,  may  be  eftimated 
by  comparing  them   with   the  inquietudes 
that  fpring  from  bitter  and  uncharitable  paf- 
fions.     Pride,  envy,  malice,   fufpicion,  tor- 
ment the  bofom  in  which  they  dwell.     Jea- 
loufies,  rivalfhips,  ardent  competitions  dif- 
turb  that  ferenity   of  mind  fo  effential  ta 
happinefs.     Slanders,  difcords  and  mutual 
injuries  poifon  individual  comfort,  and  tend 
to  rent   fociety   to   pieces.     If  violent  and 
malevolent    tempers    could   attain   all   for 
which  they  contend,  and  mod  fuccefs fully 
deprefs  a  rival,  or  revenge  an  injury,  their 
fatisfaftions  would  be  inhnitely  overballan- 
ced  by  their  pains.     Turbid   and  dark,   at 
beft,  they  refemble   the  malignant  joys  of 
infernal  fpirits. 

As  a  good  En^n  enjoys  greater  felicity 
than  others  from  the  predominance  of  hu- 
mane and  gentle  dilpofitions  in  his  ow^a 
bread,  he  likewife  fulfers  lefs  than  the  wrath- 
ful and  refentful,  from  the  injuilice  and  the 
Hinders  v/lricli  the  envy  or  the  malice  of 
the  world  may  aim  againll  him.  They,  by 
a  rancour  that  envenoms  the  heart,  by  the 
boilins^ 'fury    of  their   rage^  or  bv  violeuv 
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projefts  of  vengeance,  pierce  their  own  bo- 
foms  v/ith  deeper  v/ounds  than  their  ene- 
mies had  it  in  their  power  to  inflicl.  He, 
by  an  equanimity  of  temper,  and  dignity  of 
fentiment,  the  fruit  of  confcious  virtue,  pre- 
ferves  a  compofed  and  unruffled  mind.  He 
dwells  above  the  clouds  and  ftorms  of  the 
paffions  that  aftlid  the  inferior  world,  and 
enjoys  a  ferene  Iky.  Even  calumny  the 
cruel  difturber  of  fociety  can  hardly  difcom- 
pofe  his  fettled  tranquility.  Secure  in  his 
own  innocence,  he  can  calmly  leave  to  time 
and  providence  his  vindication.  Nay,  en- 
abled, by  divine  grace,  to  pity  and  forgive 
his  enemies,  he  enjoys,  in  this  heavenly  dif- 
pofition,  a  fweeter  fatisfa6lion  than  he  could 
derive  from  the  mod  fuccefsful  plans  oi 
vengeance. 

% 

III.  Religion  is  favorable  to  human  hap- 
pinefs  by  the  ferenity  and  peace  which  it 
introduces  into  the  breafi. 

It  frees  the  foul  from  the  mifrule  of  thofe 
turbulent  and  exceffive  pafiTions  that  agitate 
the  world  with  a  continual  tempeil.  The 
heart  thrown  into  tumult  by  ambition,  ava- 
rice, luff,  or  rage,  knows  no  reft.     Even  the 
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attainment  of  its  obje8;  ferves  only  to  in- 
flame it  with  new  defires,  or  to  corrode  it 
with  new  cares.  ^'  The  wicked  are  like  the 
troubled  lea  when  it  cannot  reft,  whole  wa- 
ters call  up  mire  and  dirt — there  is  no 
peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked."* — 
Many  of  the  ancient  fchools  of  philofophy 
teaching  that  thefe  painful  folicitudes  were 
necellarily  attached  to  the  nature  of  the 
paflions,  it  was  the  aim  of  their  wife  man  to 
be  without  pallions,  in  order  that  he  might 
enjoy  within  himfelf,  a  conftant  and  unruf- 
fled calm.  His  temper  became  by  this 
means  auftere  and  unamiable.  If  he  was 
not  moved  by  the  interefts  of  the- world,  he 
was  often  negligent  of  its  decencies — if  he 
was  not  difcompofed  by  the  injuries  of  men, 
he  took  no  (hare  alfo  in  their  fympathetic 
pleafures.  Religion  affetls  not  that  phlegm- 
atic, or  that  four  temper.  But,  v/liile  it 
gives  to  the  affeftions  that  moderate  indul- 
gence which  nature,  by  implanting  them  in 
the  breaft,  intended  they  Ihould  have,  and 
which  is  requifite,  both  to  pleafure,  and 
utility,  it  tempers  their  ardor,  direcls  their 
force  to  lawful  objctLs,  and  renders  them 
obedient  to  the  authority  of  reafon.    Hence 

*  Ifaiah  Ivli.  20,  21. 
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arifes  that  fweet  compoFure  and  ferenity  of 
mind,  fo  necefTary  to  our  happinefs,  and 
equally  removed  from  the  uneafy  ilorms  of 
pafiion,  and  an- indolent  infipidity  of  char- 
after.  Solomon,  who  had  thoroughly  tried 
the  intemp'^^rate  pleafurcs  of  vice,  and  the 
tranquil  enjoyments  of  piety,  gives  his  de- 
cided teftimony  in  favor  of  the  latter. — 
*'  The  ways  of  wifdom  are  v/ays  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.""^ 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  peace  that  fprings  from  religion, 
is  that  which  arifes  from  the  untroubled  and 
felf-approving  confcience. 

Among  the  higheil  fatisfaftions  of  the 
mind,  are  the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence, 
and  refieftion  on  a  well  fpent  life.  Vice, 
indeed,  often  appears  dreffed  in  fmiies,  and 
wears  the  face  of  happinefs — but  a  worm 
within  fecretly  corrodes  and  cankers  its 
peace.  **  Like  the  crackling  of  thorns  un- 
der a  pot  fo  is  the  laughter  of  a  fool."  The 
blaze  is  foon  extinguilhed  and  all  that  fol- 
lows is  difappointment  and  (hame.     The 

*  Proverbs  iii.  1 7. 
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finner  cannot  look  into  his  own  bread  for 
that  clear  and  living  fountain  of  joy  that 
continually  refrefhes  the  foul  of  a  grood 
man  with  its  pure  ftreams.  When  he  at- 
tempts to  turn  his  view  inward  he  difcerns 
nothing  but  crimes  and  follies,  and  mifgiv- 
ings,  and  fears.  Hardly  can  vou  render 
him  more  unhappy  than  to  remove  him 
from  the  circle  of  dilTipation  and  to  leave 
him  alone  with  himfelf.  Harraffed  by  the 
apprehenfions  and  felf-reproach  that  follow 
vice,  you  frequently  fee  him  take  refuge 
from  them  in  principles  of  impiety  and  im- 
morality. 

The  peace  of  a  good  man  arlfes  from  a 
pure  confcience,  from  a  fenfe  of  forgiven 
fin,  and  an  humble  trufl  in  the  mercy  of 
God.  The  forgivenefs  of  fm  relieves  the 
heart  from  an  immenfe  load.  The  inqui- 
etudes of  guilt  arefweetly  corapofed  by  the 
hope  of  divine  mercy  exercifed  through  a 
Redeemer.  "  In  his  favour  is  life,  and  his 
loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life."  A  calm 
and  felf-approving  mind  affords  us  pleafures 
of  the  highell  price,  not  only  from  the  in- 
ward ferenity  that  reigns  in  the  bofom  ;  but 
becaufe  it  fheds  its  ovrn  fatisfadions  on  all 
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things  elfc.  The  univeiTe  takes  its  colour- 
ing, if  1  may  fpeak  fo,  from  within  ourfelves. 
And  the  lawful  comforts  of  the  world  are 
taftcd  with  infinitely  a  hia;her  reiiQi  W'hen 
they  are  enjoyed  with  a  good  confcience. 
*' 'Ihe  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and 
the  effeft  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnefs  and  af- 
furance  foreyer."*  The  bell  of  men,  in- 
deed, are  liable  to  frailties  and  errors  that 
may  fometimes  difturb  the  peace  of  their 
minds.  But  repentance  foon  reft  ores  their 
ferenity.  And  when  its  traniient  and  pre- 
cious ihowers  haye  been  fhed  upon  the  loul, 
the  fun  of  righteoujnefs  again  breaks  forth, 
with  greater  fplendor  and  beauty,  from  the 
cloud  that,  for  a  moment  had  obfcured  his 
face.  Repentance  itfeif  is  not  without  its 
fatisfa6tions  to  a  good  man.  There  is  a 
pieafure  cyen  in  the  tears  by  which  the 
heart  isdilburdened  of  an  ingenuous  forrow. 

The  peace  derived  from  religion  difplays 
its  value  in  thofe  moments  chieily  when  we 
moft:  require  fupport  and  confolation,  in 
arllittion,  and  at  death.  "  To  the  upright 
there  arifeth   light  in   darknefs.'t     *'  \q^, 

*   Ifaiah  xxxii.  17. 
f  Pfalms  cxii.  4. 
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though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of"  the 
{hadow  of  death,  yet  will  1  fear  no  ill  ;  for 
thou  art  with  me — thy  rod,  and  thy  ftafF, 
they  comfort  me."*  But  the  guilt  of  the 
finner  feems  to  lie  in  wait  for  hnn  at  theie 
diflrelhng  feafons.f  It  feizes  upon  him 
wuli  redoubled  fury  when  he  is  already 
trembling  before  the  king  oj  terrors  ;  and, 
when  he  is  leafl  able  to  endure  it,  torments 
him  with  the  greateft  cruelty.  Guilt 
fpreads  a  deep  and  troubled  cloud  over  the 
mind  that  covers  it  with  a  dilmal  ihade,  and 
tlie  fpectres  of  fear  and  terror  ftalk  through 
the  gloom,  and  affright  the  departing  fpi- 
rit.  Oh  !  the  unfpeakable  imxportance  of 
a  confcience  at  peace  with  itfelf  and  with 
God  in  the  intereiling  article  of  dying  ! 
What  would  not  the  perilling  finner  give 
to  obtain  it  ?  I'or  v/hat  wouid  the  trium- 
phant believer  be  willing  to  exchange  it  ? 
All  the  pleafures  of  vice,  were  they  at  the 
command  of  the  one,  or  of  the  oilier,  would 
be  counted  as  nothing  in  the  fcale, 

IV.  Religion  affords  a  fource  of  haooinefs 

•  1.-.  ^^. 

that  is  always  within  our  power--that  is  iecure 

*   Pfalms  xxiii. 
t  Tillotibn. 
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from  the  vicillitudes  of  life — and  that  fhall 
be  eternal. — Seldom  are  the  fources  of  vi- 
cious pleafures  completely  within  our  pow- 
er. Men  fee  them  at  a  dillance,  and  al- 
mofl  the  whole  of  life  is  employed  in  pur- 
fuing  them.  But  how  often  do  they  elude 
purfuit,  or  difappoint  poiTelfion  !  Diuicult 
to  be  obtained,  they  are  conftantly  liable  to 
be  wrefted  from  us  by  a  violence  the  more 
painful  in  proportion  as  we  have  loved 
them,  or  expected  felicity  from  them.  The 
paffions  either  never  reacli  their  objetl,  or 
are  never  fatisfied  with  v/hat  they  have  gain- 
ed. In  the  cares  of  accumulatinsf  fortune, 
who  has  attained  the  fummit  of  his  withes  ? 
In  the  career  of  popularity,  or  ambition, 
how  many  muil  neceffarily  be  thrown  out 
in  the  courfe  ?  And  thorny  and  uneafy  is 
the  crown  which  the  victors  gain.  And, 
amidftthe  pleafures  of  unlawful  love,  what 
treachery  is  found !  'what  inconflancy  ! 
what  rivalHiips !  v/hat  jealoufies !  what  bale 
deceptions !  what  difhonorable  difguifes  ! 
and,  at  length,  what  confcious  (hame  !  Is  it 
not  extreme  folly  for  a  reafonable  mind  to 
place  its  happinefs  in  obje61s  over  which  it 
has  no  controul,  and  of  which  the  greater 
part  are  beyond  its  reach  ?         • 
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A  good  man  carries  within  himfelf,  in 
the  purity  of  his  though^ts,  in  the  fanftity  of 
his  affedions,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty, 
and  in  the  fenfe  of  the  divine  favor,  the 
fources  of  his  beft  enjoyments,  or  he  every 
where  finds  them  in  the  works  of  God  that 
are  always  open  to  his  view,  and  his  de- 
vout meditation.  From  all  the  uncertain 
purfuits,  and  perplexing  cares  of  the  world^ 
he  can  turn  inward  and  find  in  his  own 
bread,  an  unwafiing  fpring  of  confolation. 
And  wherever  he  directs  his  view  he  cannot 
fail  to  meet  in  every  part  of  nature,  confpi- 
cuous  indications  of  the  infinite  power,  wif- 
dom  and  benignity  of  God.  The  univerfe 
is  an  immenfe  temple  in  which  he  finds  fub- 
je6ls  continually  to  awaken  devotion,  and 
to  nourifli  the  fublime  pleafures  of  religion. 
His  own  experience  unceafingly  brings 
home  to  his  heart  the  proofs  along  with  the 
fruits  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  And  the  fa- 
cred  fcriptures  furnifli  to  him  an  inexhaufi.- 
ed  treafure  ofthemoft  delightful  affedions, 
and  the  moft  blefied  hopes.  The  fources 
of  his  fupreme  happinefs,  therefore,  are  not, 
like  thoie  of  vice,  uncertain,  or  placed  be- 
yond his  controul  :  They  are  always  within 
his  reach,  they  are  ever  prefent,  and  he  can- 
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not,  by  any  untoward  accident,  be  deprived 
of  them. 

The  comforts  that  Row  from  religion  are 
alfo  fecure  from  the  viciifitudes  of  hfe. — The 
men  who  have  conne6led  their  happinefs 
too  clofely  with  the  prefent  w^orld,  are  lia- 
ble to  all  its  inllability  and  its  changes. 
They  are  expofed  coniinually  to  have  their 
deareft  comforts  taken  from  them,  or  blaft- 
ed  to  their  enjoyment.  Their  pofTeflions 
may  melt  away  in  their  hands,  or,  by  fome 
fudden  and  unforefeen  calamity,  may  be 
wrefted  from  them.  The  friends  who  were 
dearer  to  them  than  their  own  fouls  may  be 
torn  from  their  embrace.  It  may  pleafe 
God  to  lay  on  them  heavy  affliftion,  and 
to  embitter  to  them  all  the  fatisfattions  of 
the  world  ;  or  to  bury  the  world  along  with 
them  in  the  grave.  The  grave  is  to  them 
a  land  of  darknefs  and  horror.  And  when 
the  world  is  gone,  gone  with  it  is  all  their 
happinefs. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  divine  power 
forms  a  mightv  and  impenetrable  ihield 
over  a  good  man  beneath  which  he  walks 
fecure  amidil  all  the  evils  and  perils  that 


On  the  Pleafures  of  Religion.        297 

encompafs  his  mortal  ftate.  He  is  fubje8; 
to  external  changes  in  his  lot  as  others  are  ; 
but  his  happinels  is  independent  on  them. 
It  lies  far  above  this  varying,  unliable  fcene, 
and  beyond  the  influence  of  its  viciffitudes. 
Storms  and  tempefts  may  agitate  and  afllitl 
the  lower  world  ;  but  he  has  gained  an  ele- 
vated fituation  above  them  where  the  fun 
always  Ihines.  His  happinefs  partakes  of 
the  fevenity  of  Heaven,  and  the  unchangea- 
blenefs  of  God.  If  affliciions  afiail  him 
they  tend  only  to  purify  his  heart,  and  to 
connect  him  more  clofely  with  his  chief- 
good.  If  the  grave  receives  him,  God  is 
liill  his  portion.  It  is  not  a  gulph  that  bu- 
ries his  pleafures,  or  his  hopes — it  is  the 
gate,  already  bleiTed  by  his  Saviour's  paffage 
through  it,  that  admits  him  to  the  full  fru- 
ition of  them.  Nay,  when  not  this  frail 
tenement  of  clay  alone  Ihali  moulder  into 
dull,  but  when  the  univerfe  Ihall  be  diifolv- 
ed  and  fall  in  ruins  ;  in  the  lad  tremendous 
convulfions  of  nature,  the  good  man  is 
fafe.  The  almighty  power  of  God  will 
preferve  him,  and  plant  him  in  thole  neto 
heavens  and  that  nezo  earth  that  (liali  arife 
out    of  the  chaos. — BlefTed   portion !    his 

Pp. 
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felicity  (liall  be  fecure  from  all  viciffitude— ^ 
and,  it  ftiall  be  eternal. 

The   richefl:  treafure  of  religion  is   the 
alFured  expetlation  of  a  bleffed  immortality. 
The  molt  comfortable  hope  of  the  finner 
would  be  to  ceafe  to  exifl:  at  death,  and  to 
be  forever  blotted  out  of  the  works  of  God 
whole  juilice  he  has  made  his  enemy.   Even 
this  difmal  confolation  is  denied  him,  and 
he  is  forced  to  tremble  with  fearful  appre- 
hcnfions  of   his   approaching  doom.     But 
when  vice  has  not  made  it  our  intereft  to 
feek  a  refuse  from  greater  miferies  in  anni- 
hilation,  it  is  a  bottomlefs  gulph  into  which 
the  mind  looks  with  horror.     Life  derives 
a  new  and  augmented  relifh  from  the  ex- 
petlation  of   future  happinefs.     And   the 
profpefts  of  piety  beyond  the  grave  are  fil- 
led with  unutterable  confolations.     *'  In  the 
prefence  of  God  is  fuilnefs  of  joy,  and  at 
his  right  hand  are  pleafures  forever  more."* 
In  the  bofom  of  the  earth  fliall  be  depofited 
all   the  impcrfe61ions  of  human   nature. — 
The  body  Ihall  arife  again  from  the  duft,  at 
the  lall  day,  adorned  with  immortal  beauty, 

*  Pfalms  ivi. 
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and  the  foul  (hall  be  furniihed  with  celeftial 
powers.  Her  habitation  (hall  be  near  the 
throne  of  God,  in  the  manfions  of  angels, 
and  of  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfeft. 
Her  felicity  (hall  be  everlafting  like  the  na- 
ture of  God  from  whom  it  Hows.  As  it 
fliall  know  no  period,  it  fhall  alfo  know  no 
change,  but  the  changes  of  perpetual  im- 
provement. The  foul,  contemplating  thefe 
boundlefs  and  glorious  profpecls,  is  often 
loft  in  holy  tranfport.  The  pains  and  griefs 
of  life,  v/hich  are  only  haftening  to  us  the 
bleffed  moment  of  poffeftion,  lofe,  in  a  great 
meafure,  their  power  to  afflict  us.  And  the 
terrors  of  the  grave  itfeif  are  forgotten  in 
the  dejire  of  the  believer  to  depart  and  be 
xoith  Chnjt,  -which  is  far  better  "  "Amen! 
even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus !" 

How  bleffed,  then,  is  the  portion  of  thofe 
who  love  God,  and  are  found  in  the  way  of 
his  commandments !  "  The  ftatutes  of  the 
Lord  are  right  rejoicing  the  lieart.  More 
to  be  defired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than 
much  fine  gold;  fweeter  alfo  than  honey  and 
the  honey-comb.  And  in  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward."* 

*  Pfalms  xix.  % — ic,  ii. 
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The  truth,  to  the  iHuflraticR  of  which  wc 
have  attended,  forms  one  of  the  {IrongeR 
recommendations  of  fmcere  piety  to  every 
wife    and  reafonabie    perfon.     The    great 
purfuit  of  man  is  happinefs.     And  in  reli- 
gion alone  is  it  to  be  found,  which  hath  "  the 
promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come.  *     Experience  mull  have 
convinced  the  moO:  of  you,  my  brethren, 
that  the  purfuits  of  the  world,  and  the  paf- 
fions  that  connetl  us  only  with  the  vain  and 
Hutluating  things  of  time,  have  not  render- 
ed you  happy.     They  fed  you  with  delu- 
five  hopes,  while  they  have  embittered  life 
with   real   pains.      The  phantoms   of  joy 
glided  before  you.     And,  in"  the  moment 
that  you  thought  you  were  about  to  em- 
brace them_,  you   grafped  an   empty   flia- 
dow,  or  pierced  your  bofom  with  a  lafting 
Ifing.     If  pleafures    difappointed,  palfions 
corroded  the  heart.     Your  intereils  and  in- 
clinations  have  been  continually  thwarted 
and  v/ounded  by  the  rival  interefts  and  in- 
clinations of  others.     But   religion  points 
out  to  you  a  peaceful  and  delightful  path 
in   which  no    interell  can    interfere   with 

*  I.  Timothy  iv.  8. 
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yours ;  for  the  interefls  of  all  are  the  fame 
— no  corroding  palTion  can  wound  the  tran- 
quiUty  of  your  bofom — no  flattering  joy 
can  difappoint  you :  but  every  thing  in 
time  and  in  eternity,  on  earth  and  in  hea- 
ven (hall  concur  to  promote  your  felicity. 
Beyond  the  grave,  v/here  the  hopes,  and 
the  works  of  fmners  Ihall  be  forever  con- 
fumed,  the  pleafures  of  piety  (hall  only  be- 
gin to  ripen,  and  attain  their  compleat  per- 
letfion.  The  primitive  beauties,  and  the 
innocent  delights  of  Paradife  (hall  be  reftor- 
ed'with  bcundlefs  increafe  in  that  ceieitial 
Eden  into  which  Chriil  (iiall  tranfplant  man 
redeemed  when  he  fhall  create  the  univerfe 
anew. 

On  the  whole  review  of  religion,  whe- 
ther we  regard  the  future,  or  the  prefent, 
we  fiiall  find  that,  in  keeping  the  command- 
v\enU  of  God  there  is  grecit  reward — Chrif- 
tians !  cultivate  its  happy  temper  in  your 
own  fouls.  Invite  mankind  to  its  fervice 
by  the  image  of  its  happinefs  in  you.  Shew 
them  the  fair  example  of  a  mind  at  peace 
with  itfelf,  and  with  God ;  occupied  with 
pure  and  fpiritual  delights  as  much  above 
the.  power  of  the  world  to  take  away  as  to 
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bellow ;  and  waiting,  with  tranquil  and 
cheerful  rcfignation,  the  blelTed  moment 
that  ftiall  diflblve  its  ties  with  earth,  and 
tranfiate  it  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  ftate 
of  feiichy  in  the  Heavens. 

AMEN! 


■■*'-,.  '"■■» 
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DISCOURSE    XIL 
on    secret    faults. 

Psalm  cxix.   12. 
Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults  ! 

HUMAN  Nature  is  covered  with   im- 
perfe£lion.    Confcience  daily  denoun- 
ces to  us  errors  and  follies  in  our  condu6l, 
the  guilt  of  which  is  fo  (Irongly  marked, 
that  we  cannot  forbear  to  acknowlege  and 
condemn  them.     But,  a  much  greater  num- 
ber, in  the  hally  and  fuperncial  glance  which, 
in  the  midit  of  bufinefs,  or  of  pleafure,  we 
throw  oh   life,    efcape  our   obfervation— 
many,  when  we  come  to  look  back  upon 
our  own  hiilory,  and  examine  our  condu6l, 
have  paiTed  from   our  remembrance — and 
many  more  are  covered  from  the  cenfure 
of  our  own   minds   by   that  partiality  to 
whatever  is  attached  to  ourfelves  even  by  a 
remote   relation,  that  is   among  the   moil 
dangerous  weakneifes  of  human  nature. — 
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Sins  of  this  kind,  forgotten,  unobferved,  or 
juPcified  and  covered  by   felf-love,  are,  by 
the  facred  writer  in  the  text,  denominated 
Jecretjaults. 

As  it  is  of  high  importance  to  lay  open, 
as  far  as  poirible,  every  fource  of  humility 
that  lliould  affecl  a  good  man  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  and  to  expofe  to  all  men  the  hid- 
den and  unfufpe£ted  errors  of  their  lives,  I 
fliail  endeavor,  in  the  prefent  difcourfe,  to 
difclofe  their  principal  caufes  and  fprings. 
From  each  of  thefe-  we  may  derive  many 
fa6ts  and  truths  that  may  be  profitably  ap- 
plied for  the  examination  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  regulation  of  our  conduft.  They  may  be 
com.pnfed  under  the  heads  of  ignorance — 
of  feif-love — of  a  corrupted  ftate  of  public 
manners — of  vicious  habits — and  of  falfe 
principles. 

I.  In  the  firft  place  ignorance  is  a  fruit- 
ful fource  of  faults  that,  from  their  very 
caufe  muft  be  unknown  to  ourfelves.  In 
an  uninformed  mind,  the  paHions,  uncon- 
trouled  by  principle,  will  be  continually 
gathering  ilrength — and  every  criminal  im- 
pulie  hallens  to  its  obje6l,  freed  from  thofe 
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holy  and  powerful  reRraints  which  can  be 
impofed  upon  it  only  by  an  enlightened 
confcience.  Ignorance,  as  I  here  Ipeak  of 
it,  refpeds  the  laws  of  duty,  and  the  fyfteni 
of  divine  truth  contained  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  For  whatever  fcience  a  man  may 
polFefs,  if  his  knowledge  of  thefe  is  defeftive, 
his  heart  is,  in  the  fame  proportion,  laid 
open  to  the  influence  of  temptation,  and 
fubjecled  to  the  dominion  of  its  paffions. 
Sound  principles  of  divine  truth  early  re- 
ceived, and  permanently  fixed  in  the  mind, 
furnilh  the  mod  effettflal  m.otives  to  duty, 
and  form  the  ftrono-eft  fences  of  virtue. — 
Ignorance  enfeebles  and  proftrates  both  the 
one  and  the  other.  It  infallibly  leads  to 
vice.  Make  for  it  the  mofh  favorable  fup- 
pofition  that  it  is  the  fubjeft  of  religious 
impreffion— it  is  liable  to  the  falfe  fervors, 
and  the  crimes  of  fanaticifm  which  it  exalts 
into  virtues,  or  it  finks  into  a  vain  difcharge 
of  the  abfurd  and  ufeleis  rites  and  penances 
of  fjperfiition,  which  it  makes  the  fubfii- 
lutes  of  duty,  and  the  expiation  of  its  fins. 
If  it  is  v/ithout  religious  impreffionjit  is  prone 
to  plunge  into  the  gulph  of  profligacy,  and 
to  abandon  itfelf  to  the  unrellrained  indul- 
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gence  of  every  vice,  to  which  propenfit^, 
example,  or  habit  invites.  Is  not  a  great 
part  of  the  reproachful  idlenefs,  the  grofs 
profanity,  the  (liamelefs  intemperance  and 
obfcenity  that  fo  often  difgrace  the  inferior 
orders  of  fociety,  and  offend  our  eyes,  and 
wound  our  ears  even  in  the  public  flreets, 
to  be  afcribed  to  that  defeft  of  principle 
and  inilruclion  that  leaves  the  mind  with- 
out a  clear  light  to  guide  its  conduct,  or  a 
faithful  monitor  to  reftrain  its  exceffes  ? 
Thofe  who  are  lead  informed,  indeed,  can- 
not be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  evil  of  thefe 
vices,  but,  unacquainted  with  the  holinefs 
and  extent  of  the  divine  law,  the  high  de- 
gree of  their  criminality  is,  in  a  great  mea-  A 
fure,  unknown  to  them.  They  are  covered 
with  the  guilt  o^jccret faults,  and  are  fink- 
ing into  perdition,  unconfcious  of  the  load 
that  is  piciring  them  down.  Will  igno- 
rance, according  to  the  falfe  hopes  of  hn- 
ners,  exculpate  the  confcience  ?  Invincible 
ignorance  might ;  but  ignorance  of  duty  in 
the  midil  of  our  lights,  arifing,  as  it  does, 
from  a  criminal  abufe  of  reafon,  or  a  crimi- 
nal ne2:lecl  of  the  means  of  information, 
can  only  aggravate  the  guilt  of  our  oCcnces. 
But  fins  of  ignorance,  and  this  is  a  truth 
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that,  in  a  particular  manner,  claims  the  at- 
tention of  every  feri#us  mind,  are  not 
chargeable  on  the  profligate  and  uninitruc- 
ted  alone,  but,  from  the  imperfection  of 
human  nature,  adhere,  in  a  degree,  to  the 
beil  of  men,  and  furnilh  a  fubject  of  humili- 
ty to  the  molt  eminent  faints — fms  that 
fpring  from  infirmity  or  negle6l  by  which  a 
thoufand  fugitive  thoughts  efcape  attention, 
a  thoufand  habitual  ideas  and  emotions  rife 
in  the  heart  and  pafs  away  again  without 
ever  being  examined,  or  compared  with  the 
great  ftandard  of  duty  in  the  word  of  God. 
Sins  that  arife  from  partial  and  limited 
views  of  the  extent  and  fanftitv  of  the  di- 
vine  law, and  finally,  fins  that  arife  from  min- 
gling with  the  law  of  God  the  errors  of  our 
own  reafon,  or  the  prejudices  of  a  miftaken 
education.  "  Who  can  underlland  his  er- 
rors ?"  The  veil  that  covers  the  heart  is 
fometimes  lifted  up,  and  we  difcern  in  our- 
felves  evils  that  we  had  not  fufpefted.  But 
when  we  have  feen  all  that  human  weaknefs 
ever  fees,  innumerable  vain  tlvmght.s  will 
ftill  lodge  within  us  undifcovered,  and  form 
a  fubject  of  dailv  humilitv  and  repentance 
at  the  throne  of  grace. 
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II.  Another  fource  of  fecret  faults  is  found 
in  the  dangerous  iij^^uence  of  felf-iove. 

''  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  defperately  wicked,  who  can  know  it?" 
Its  deceitfulnefs  has  been  a  fubjecl  of  com- 
plaint to  good  men  in  all  ages.  Hardly  is 
there  a  foible,  or  a  vice  of  characler  which 
it  is  not  able  to  palliate,  or  to  conceal. 
Daily  we  fee  it  exemplified  in  the  difcour- 
fes  and  conduft  of  others,  and  they,  doubt- 
lefs,  perceive  it  in  us.  But,  in  innumera- 
ble inilances,  its  efiecls  are  fo  fubtle  that 
neither  they  nor  we  difcern  them, — Every 
propenfity  of  nature,  in  proportion  to  its 
flrength,  furnifhes  us  v/ith  proofs  of  this  in-  i 
ilucnce  ;  but,  of  all  the  principles  of  felf- 
deceit  pleafure  is  the  moil  povrerful,  and 
opens  the  widefl  field  for  thofe  impofitions 
which  men  are  daily  paffing  upon  them- 
felves.  They  are  eafily  deceived  w^here 
they  already  wifh  to  be  deceived.  \¥hate- 
ver  yields  them  pleafure  they  are  ftudious 
to  juilify.  All  the  falacies  of  reafon  are 
muftered  up  to  defend  the  favorite  indul- 
gence, and  to  overcome  thofe  fcruples  that 
fill  the  mind,  and  oppofe  themfelves  to  the 
firfl  approaches  of  vice.     And  no  conclu- 
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fions  ought  we  to  fufpecl  more  than  thofe 
Vhich  after  much  thought  and  attention, 
we  finally  drew  on  the'hde  of  our  inclina- 
tions. The  greater  pains  we  have  taken, 
the  more  various  the  lights  to  which  we 
have  turned  the  favorite  idea,  and  the  more 
fubtlety  and  rehnement  vg  have  ufed  in 
framing  our  ultimate  judgment  on  the  cafe, 
the  farther,  perhaps,  we  have  erred  from 
the  truth.  Thefe  anxious  refearches,  thefe 
ingenious  reafonings,  inftead  of  being  a  fair 
and  candid  enquiry  after  truth,  may  be  no- 
thing more  than  the  efforts  which  ielf-love 
is  making  to  juilify  indulgence.  There  is 
fcarcely  any  degree  of  guilt  which  this  prin- 
ciple v/ill  not  cover  or  excufe.  "  All  the 
ways  of  a  mian  are  right  in  his  own  eyes.* 
Hence  the  fcience  of  felf-knowlege  is  ren- 
dered above  all  others  difficult  and  obfcure  : 
and  however  deeply  we  may  penetrate  the 
mifiery  of  iniquity  in  our  hearts,  an  unfa- 
thomable abyfs  will  {fill  remain  in  the  er- 
rors and  the  blind nefs  of  a  dilhoneft  felf- 
love,  which  we  can  never  fuihciently  ex- 
plore. 

III.  General  example,  likewife,  frequent- 
ly contributes  to  render  our  faults  lecret. 
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and  unknown  to  ourfelves,  by  taking  off 
from  the  mind  that  imprellion  of  guik,  or 
abating  that  fentiment  of  abhorrence  which 
vice  is  apt  to  produce  when  it  is  more  rare- 
ly feen. 

In  confequence  of  thatmyfterious  fynip-^- 
thy  by  which  men  are  drawn  together,  and 
formed  on  each  others  charafcler  and  model, 
they  Aide  infenfibly  into  manners  that  are 
continually  prefented  to  view  in  the  public 
example.  Cuftom  they  confound  in  their 
ideas  with  propiety.  And,  in  a  thoufand 
inftances,  we  daily  fee  folly  lofe  its  imper- 
tinence, and  frivolity,  deformity,  and  even 
vice  ccafe  to  difguil  when  recommended  and 
juftihed  by  faihion.  The  beil  of  men  fre- 
quently perceive  their  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  higheil  interefts  of  human 
nature,  langruifii  throus^h  the  lukewarmnefs 
and  formality  that  have  invaded  the  great 
body  of  their  fellow- chriilians.  They  con- 
trati  fome  taint  in  their  own  manners  from 
the  general  licence  in  the  midll  of  wdiich 
they  live.  "  Becaufe  iniquity  abounds  the 
love  of  many  waxes  cold."  If  they  have 
been  accuftomed  to  fee  the  fabbath  violated, 
do  they  not  v/ith  lefs  fcruple,  themfelves  in- 
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fringe  upon  its  holy  reft  ?  ,  If  they  are  fur- 
rounded  by  fcenes  of  levity  and  diffipation^ 
frequented  by  thofe  with  whom,  on  other 
grounds,  they  are  in  the  habits  of  intimacy 
are  they  not  liable  to  fuffer  from  the  con- 
tagion of  that  contaminated  fociety  ?  If 
they  habitually  hear  the  facred  name  of 
the  Majelly  of  Heaven  infulted  and  pro- 
fanfd,  is  not  the  horror  of  the  cuftoma- 
ry  impiety  leffened  in  their  efleem  ?  Is  not 
the  Ipirit  of  the  world,  by  the  force  of  num- 
bers and  example,  making  daily  inroads 
upon  the  pure  and  heavenly  fpirit  of  piety  ? 
The  confcience  is  rendered  lefs  fcrupuious 
and  tender  by  the  frequency  of  feeing  vice. 
Indulcrences  that  will  not  bear  the  rigorous 
teft  of  reafon  and  the  vrord  of  God  come  at 
laft  to  be  regarded  merely  as  innocent  com- 
pliance with  the  manners  of  the  world. 
Numbers  and  faihion  become  a  kind  of 
pledge  for  the  innocence  of  every  praftice 
upon  which  they  imprefs  their  fcamp.  Man- 
kmd  are  prone  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  opin- 
ions, and  the  propriety  of  conduft  more 
from  cuftom  than  from  reafon — more  from 
the  example  of  others  than  from  the  refults 
of  their  own  ferious  invelligation,  and  the 
intimate  conviction  of  their  own  breads. — 
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From  this  error  good  men  are  not  wholly 
exempted ;  and  example  becomes  even  to 
them,  and  much  more  to  others,  a  fruitful 
fource  o^  Jecret  faults.  "  Evil  communi- 
cation corrupts  good  manners,"  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  hides  the  corruption  from  the 
eye  of  confcience.  The  greater  part  of  the 
world  follow  juil  as  they  are  led — a61ive 
minds  prevail  over  the  indolent,  and  the 
daring  over  the  weak — and  the  multitude 
of  finners  refign  their  confcience  and  their 
conduft  to  the  direftion  of  men  more  cri- 
minal than  themfeivcs.  Ah !  it  is  not  by  the 
cultoms  of  men  but  by  the  law  of  God  that 
we  fhould  judge  our  hearts.  How  many  fins, 
that  are  now  hidden  from  our  view  by  the 
predominant  influence  of  cullom  and  exam- 
ple, will  be  difclofed  to  us  by  affliftion  that 
flrips  the  falfe  and  fedutlive  colouring  from 
the  world — by  the  approach  of  death  that 
draws  forth  from  beneath  every  covering 
and  difguife  the  inmoll  principles  of  the 
heart — by  the  penetrating  light  of  eternity 
that,  fhed  upon  the  foul  in  the  article  of 
dying,  fearches  and  reveals  its  deepcft,  and 
its  darkeit  receffes.  Oh  !  how  vain  are  the 
opinions  and  example  of  men,  which  are 
made  the   encouragement  and  j unification 
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of  fo  many  faulls,  when  weighed  againft  the 
lawand  thejudgmentofGod.  Agood  man, 
fcnfible  of  his  fraiky  and  his  danger,  will 
daily  confefs  and  deplore  the  evils  that  may 
be  concealed  from  his  view  by  this  unhap- 
py influence,  and  will  rtudioully  dilcntangle 
truth  from  the  vain  faUiions  of  opinion, 
and  of  manners  with  which  it  is  combined, 
and  by  which  it  is  diftorted.  But,  fmners, 
relting  upon  the  multitude  of  their  fellow 
fmners,  are  contented  to  wrap  tfiet^ii^.lves 
up  in  a  fatal  fecurity  till  God  comes  at 
lencrth  to  rent  the  veil  that  covers  their 
crimes,  and  to  (lied  upon  them  the  dreadiui 
and  confuming  light  of  his  juilice. 

IV.  Another  caufe  of  fecret  faults   may 
be  found  in  the  effects  of  habit. 

Propenfities  or  aclions  that  have  become 
habitual  we  are  apt  to  confound  with  the 
original  tendencies  of  nature,  and,  equally, 
to  afcribe  them  to  the  author  of  our  being. 
They  operate  almoft  without  our  thinking 
of  them  ;  and  men  feldom  take  the  pains  to 
examine  their  rectitude,  or  their  relations 
to  the  divine  law.  If  any  faults,  therefore, 
have  gradually  grov/n  up  with  them,  and 
Rr 
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become  incorporated  into  their  manners^ 
they  are  rarely,  and  widi  difficulty  cured — 
they  are  hardly  feen  as  faults. 

Habits  advance  by  fuch  infenfible  degrees 
that  it  is  difficult  to  remark  their  progrefs. 
They  ileal  us  imperceptibly  away  from  the 
fountain  of  truth,  and  the  (landard  of  per- 
fection.    And  when  once  we  begin  to  yield 
to  the  tendencies  of  corrupted  nature,  or  to 
the  flream  of  faffiionable  vice,  even  good 
men  may  fometimes  be  borne  far  down  the 
filent  and  contaminated  current  before  they 
are   aware,  till   fome  palpable  mifcarriage 
awaken  their  fleeping  confcience,  and  ob- 
lige them  to  remount  to  the  fource  of  the 
evil  in  order  to  purify  it.     David  could  not 
have  pafled  at  once  from  thofe  fublime  and 
pious  fervors  that  glow  in  his  facred  com- 
pofitions,  and  (till  animate  the  devotions  of 
the  church,  to  that  a6l  of  grofs  fenfuality 
and  injullice  that  was  the  Itain  of  his  life, 
and  embittered  to  him  the  remainder  of  his 
days :  gradually  he  mull:  have  yielded  to 
the  temptations  of  his  fortune — the  habits 
of  pleafure  mull  have  infenfibly  ftolen  upon 
him,  tiii,  in  an  unfufpeCiing  moment,  tliey 
plunged  hun  into  the  guiph,  and,  by  his  mi- 
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icries,  recalled  him  to  himfeir,  and  rcPiored 
the  obliterated  fentiments  of  duty  on  his 
iieart. 

Habit  has  likewifea  paffive  inFiuence  rip- 
on  the  loul  that  greatly  contributes  to  this 
dangerous  e^tct.  Of  this  indiience  every 
day  furnilhes  tis  with  innumerable  proofs. 
Cuftomary  appearances  attratt  little  atten- 
tion, and  cuftomary  aftions  are  performed 
almoft  without  thought.  Hence  vices, 
which  are  common  in  fociety,  and  which 
enter  into  the  character  and  manners  of  a 
people,  come,  at  length,  to  be  viewed  with 
a  kind  of  indifference  even  by  a  good  man, 
which  may  expofe  him,  at  fome  times,  to  be 
betrayed  into  criminal  compliances  with 
them.  Hence  faults  that  have  entered  into 
our  ov.'n  habits  are  {lightly  remarked,  if  they 
are  remarked  at  all,  and  they  fpeedily  pais 
into  an  oblivion  from  which  they  are  never 
recalled.  Thefe  forgotten  fms,  however, 
leave  upon  the  confcience  an  indelible 
taint ;  and,  not  improbably,  prove  the  caufe 
of  m.any  of  ihofe  ftrokes  and  rhailifements  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence  of  which 
we  do  not  difcernthe  immediiite  caufe,  nor 
the  end. 
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V.  Another  and  much  more  pernicious     1 
fource  of  faults  of  this  kiiid  is  to  be  found 
in  falfe  principles. 

The  innocence  of  error,  fays  a  great  v/ri- 
ter/^  is  the  mafter  prejudice  of  the  prefent 
age.  And  a  falfe  and  dangerous  maxim 
has,  perhaps,  been  too  generally  received, 
that  it  is  of  fmall  moment  y^hsii  principles  in 
morals  and  religion  men  may  embrace,  it  is 
conduct  alone  which  we  are  to  regard ;  as 
if  conduft  could  be  fafely,  or  was  in  reality 
ever  feparated  from  principles.  It  is  a 
truth  ellabliflied  upon  the  foundeft  rcafon, 
and  demonftrated  by  conilant  experience, 
that  practice  and  principles  have  a  clofe 
and  intimate  relation,  and  a  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  one  another.  Whole  nations 
have  had  their  charatiier  and  manners  form- 
ed by  the  fpirit  of  their  legiflation,  and  the 
maxims  of  their  education.  And  certain 
dotlrines  are  daily,  among  the  wife  and 
learned,  vindicated  or  refuted  by  the  con- 
fequences  that  are  fuppofed  to  refuit  from 
them.  Do  we  not  {cq  that  loofe  manners 
and  licentious  opinions  tend  to  beget  one 

■  *  Warburton,  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter. 
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another  ?     The  corruption  of  manners  a, 
mong  the  Greeks   and  Romans,  in  the  de- 
cUne  of  their  repubhcs,  gave  univerfal  ex- 
tenfion  to  the  difTolute  doftrincs  of  the  epi- 
curean philofophy — and  it  is  acknowledged 
by  their  own  writers  that  the  prevalence  of 
that  philofophy   haftened  and  augmented 
the  degeneracy  of  the  pubHc  morals.*    The 
fame  voluptuous  principles,  with  httle  va- 
riation, have  been  revived  in  modern  times, 
and  the  Tame  pernicious  effects  Mve  refult- 
ed  from    them.     Judge  ye  what   manners 
will  be  produced  by  that  fyflem  which  re- 
prefents   man  as   being  merely    an  organ- 
ized fyftem  of  matter  made  to  perifn  and 
be  reproduced  under  other  forms  like  Ric- 
ceffive  crops   of  vegetables,   the  fole    end 
of  whofe  being,  and  the   only  reafonable 
object  of  whofe  purfuit  is  fenfual  pleafurerf ., 
Every  reftraint  is,  by  fuch  docirines,  remov- 
ed from  the  palTions,  every  encouragement 
is  given  to  vice.     To  what  purpofe  are  the 
felf-denials  of  virtue  if  we  perifn  forever  at 
death,and  if  v/e  (hall  meet,  beyond  the  grave, 
with  no  reward  worthy  of  its  facrihces  ?  If 

-■■   See  particularly   Polyblus  bock  vi.   for  an  account  of 
its  efrect  among  the  Greeks, 
f  Helvetius. 
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appetite  alone  furnidies  the  chief  good  of 
man,  how  (hould  honor,  friendfhip,  juitice, 
or  religion,  (land  in  the  way  of  its  {:rratihca- 
tion  ?  Such  fah'e  and  pernicious  principles 
tend,  not  only  to  promote  vice ;  they  co- 
ver and  prote6i  it  likewife  from  the  cen- 
fure  of  our  own  confcience.  Would  you 
^ee  in  its  extent  the«criminal  condu6l  that 
may  fpring  from  a  brutal  philofophy  that 
thus  lenfuaiizes  the  foul  ? — Examine  thehif- 
tory  of  thofe  men  who  have  been  iis  moft 
zealous  and  diftinguifhed  advocates.  Grofs 
and  fnameful  often  is  their  public  condud  ; 
but  their  fecret  hiiiory  prcfents  fcenes  of 
vice,  from  which  piety  and  virtue  muh:  turn 
away  with  horror.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  licentioufners,  the  hypocrify,  the  b^ife- 
nefi,  the  treachery,  the  cruelty,  the  total  de- 
reliction of  humanity  and  virtue,  of  which 
many  of  the  adepts  of  an  impious  philolo- 
phy  have  fliewn  themfelves  to  be  capable.* 
Yet,  in  their  principles  do  tliey  find  the  juf- 
tiiication  of  their  crimes,  and  they  feem  to 
pofTefs   the  fatal   art  of  perfuadmg   them- 

*  See  the  hiflery  of  the  ilhiminatti  in  Germany  and  France, 
by  John.  Robiibn,  profcifor  o'i  N.it.  Phil,  in  the  univeriit}'  of 
Euinburg  ;  a  work  that  dcfervcs  to  be  read  by  every  friend 
to  virtue  and  rehgion,  who  is  felicitous  to  penetrate  into  the 
eaufes  of  the  prefent  prcTalcnce  of  vice  and  inlidclity. 
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{thts,  of  their  ovrn  innocency.     As  one  e.'^- 
ample,  let  me   call    to  your  recollection  a 
work  but  too  well  known,  and  yet,  among 
the  leaft  criminal  of  thofe  efforts  that  have 
lately  been  made  to  corrupt  all  moral  prin- 
ciples— I  mean   the  confejjions  of  Roiijjcau. 
They  exhibit  to  us  innumerable  follies,  the 
eternal  caprices  of  a  refilefs,  fickle,  and  un- 
governable  temper,  the  culpable  fruits  of 
paffions   always  exceffive,  many  very  low, 
and   many   very  (hameful   vices.     Yet,  we 
fee  him,  in  the  introdutlion   of  that  extra- 
ordinary recital,  prefume,  with  an  audacity 
that  fhocks  the  pious  mind,  to  prefent  the - 
hiflory  of  his  infamy  at  the  throne  of  the 
eternal,  andtojuffify  his  crimes  to  his  crea- 
tor and  his  judge  v;ho   had  given  him  hii 
pallions.     "  Let  the  laft  trumpet,  faith  he, 
found  when  it  will,  I  will  advance  with  this 
book  in  my  hand,  to  prefent  my felf  before 
the fupreme judge — I  will  boldly  fay,behold 
what  1  have  done  !  Here  is  what  I  thought! 
this  is  vvhat  I  have  been  !" — This  man's  prin-    " 
ciples  muft  have  formed  to  him,  the  juiii- 
fication  of  fo  many  crimes — They  muft,  at 
leair,  have   concealed  from  him  their  tur- 
pitude and  guilt,  or  lie  could  not  have  dar- 
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ed,  with  fuch  fhamelefs  lioneily,  to  blazon 
his  difgrace  before  the  face  of  the  v;orld. 

Men,  who  are  not  feeking  apologies  for 
their  vices,  may,  under  a  millaken  ienfe  of 
duty,  be  guilty  of  high  offences  againfl  piety 
and  againil  huiTianity.     "  The   time  fiiall 
come,  faid  the  Saviour  to  his  difciples,  when 
he  that  killeth  you  fliall  think  that  he  doth 
God  fervice."  And  the  apoftle  Paul,fpeaking 
of  himfelf  before  he  had  embraced  the  faith 
of  the  gofpel,  fays,  *'  I  verily  thought  with 
myfelf  ih^ilovght  to  do  many  things  contra- 
ry to  the  nameof  Jefus  of  Nazareth."  Much 
more  are  they  liable  to  errors  in  their  condu6l 
ofinferior  moment  from  the  falfe  principles 
w^hichthe  frailty  of  reafon  and  the  prejudi- 
ces of  education  frequently  mingle  with  the 
religious  fyllems  of  the  bell  of  men. — They 
maintain,  perhaps,  the  bafis  of  divine  truth ; 
but  they  ere£l  upon  it  a  fuperRruclure,  in 
many  in  fiances,  incorporated  with  errors  of 
greater  or    lefs   magnitude.     In   whatever 
degree  fuch  errors  exid,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion is  the  fpirit  of  their  piety  impaired, 
and  the  lyllem  of  their  virtues  rendered  im- 
perfeft.     According  to  the  figure  of  the 
apoille,  if  they  build  on  the  folid  foundation 
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of  the  gofpel,  zvood,  hay,  Jlubble,  tlvdt  is,  any 
erroneous  principles  that  lead  to  an  unho- 
ly praBice,  their  zvorks  Jliall  be  burnt,  but 
themj elves  Jliall  befaved  yet  Jo  as  by  fire — the 
fire  (hall  confume  all  the  falfc  additions 
that  have  been  made  to  this  rock  of  ages 
which  fupports  the  faith  and  hope  of  every 
real  believer.  Yet,  till  the  day  when  the 
fire  ffxall  try  them,  the  miftaken  profefibrs 
of  the  gofpel  may  not  only  remain  blind  to 
the  imperfeftions  of  their  ov;n  characler, 
but  even  flatter  themfelves  with  the  idea  of 
their  innocence  or  their  merit. — Ah  !  who 
can  underftand  his  errors  !  Cleanfe  thoii 
me  from  fecret  faults  ? 

As  the  clafs  of  evils  of  which  I  have  been 
treating  is  capable  of  being  fo  much  increaf- 
ed  by  ignorance  of  our  duty,  and  of 
the  innumerable  and  delicate  relations 
which  we  fullain  to  our  Creator,  and  to  one 
another,  permit  me,  in  the  remarks  which  I 
defign  to  m.ake,  in  the  conclufion  of  this 
difcourfe,  to  call  your  attention,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  the  importance  of  early  inilruclion 
upon  thefc  nccelFary  fubjefts.— Men,  in  the 
beginning  of  life,  and  before  their  habits 
are  Formed,  more  frequentiv  fail  in  their 
S  s 
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duty  from  want  of  information,  than  from 
any  natural  malignity  of  heart.  It  is  only 
a  mind  that  has  already  made  confiderable 
progrefs  in  vice  that  can  deliberately  violate 
its  own  clear  and  certain  fentiments  of  right 
and  wrong.  An  enlightened  confcience 
impofcs  the  moil  eifectual  rellraints  upon 
the  paifions,  which  are  the  principles  of 
evil  in  man.  It  unfolds  the  law  on  each 
cafe  of  condu6l  as  it  arifes,  and  adds  to  the 
prefcriptions  of  duty,  the  moll  powerful 
motives  of  obedience.  Hence  it  is  that 
faith,  not,  as  the  enemies  of  religion  aflert, 
a  blind  belief  of  uncertain  facls,  and  unin- 
telligle  mylleries,  but  a  clear  underflanding, 
and  firm  perfuafion  of  the  truths  of  the  goi- 
pel,  is  laid,  by  the  apoflles,  at  the  founda- 
tion of  a  good  life,  and  thereby  made  the 
condition  of  our  falvation.  The  moll  inti- 
mate relations  fubfifl  between  duty  and 
truth — And  the  principal  value  of  truth  is 
that  it  leads  to  duty. 

This  courfe  of  education  (hould  com- 
mence from  our  eariiefl  years.  The  human 
charafter  is  forming. from  the  firft  moment 
the  fenfes  begin  to  a6l.  And  it  is  of  liigh 
confequence  that  nothing  but  the  moR  juil 
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ideas,  and  the  pureft  principles  of  truth 
(hould  be  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  chil- 
dren, and  the  inoft  amiable  examples  of 
virtue  exhibited  before  them.  '-  Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  Ihould  go,  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  "  The 
word  of  God  vvill  be  a  light  to  his  feet  and 
a  lamp  to  his  path."'  "  It  is  like  a  fire,  and 
like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in 
pieces" — it  will  diflblve  it  and  mould  it  into 
any  fhape. 

The  defe6l  of  early  inftruclion  in  the 
principles  of  piety  anc  virtue  is  produftive 
of  great  and  innumerable  evils.  The  pro- 
phet Hofea  attributes  to  it  the  corruption 
of  manners  in  the  nation  of  Ifiael ;  and,  after 
an  afPefting  enumeration  of  their  crimes,* 
he  adds,  '•'  my  people  are  deftroyed  for  lack 
of  knowlege."— Both  age  and  youth  which 
would  make  progrefs  in  the  honourable 
courfe  of  virtue,  and  finally  attain  iopcifecl 
holincjs  in  the  fear  of  God,  Ihould  diligently 
fearch  thefcriptures,  and  ftudy,  by  all  m.eans, 
to  enlarge  their  acquaintance  with  thefe 
pure  and  infallible  oracles  of  truth.     Let 

*  Hofea  iv.  i — 6. 
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them  be  your  meditation  all  the  clay  ;  and^ 
from  their  precious  flores  of  knowlege  and 
indrutiion  draw  all  the  rules  of  your  con- 
dutl. 

2.  The  tendency  of  felf-love  to  deceive 
us   in  the  efiimate  which   we  make  of  our 
own  charafter,  and  to  cover  many  errors  in 
our  conduft,  renders  it  neceffary  that  we 
(hould  often  enter  profoundly  into  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  heart,  and  the  motives  of  our 
actions,  and  that  we  fliould  be  able  to  dif- 
criminate  the  charafters  of  genuine   piety 
from  all  the  falfe  pretences,  and  plaulible 
appearances   or   virtue   with  wdiich  v/e   are 
prone  to  confound  them.     By  a  candid  and 
faithful  examination  of  ourfelves  v/e  may  be 
able  to  difcover  and   correft  many  fecret 
faults  that  would  otherwife  delile  the  con- 
fcience.    For  this  purpofe,  often  retire  apart 
from  the  world  where  felf-love  is  flrengthen- 
ed  by  every  object  that  awakens  the  paf- 
fions,  and  where   cares  and  plea fu res   con- 
tinually   call    us    out   of  ourfelves.      Fre- 
quently fcek  that  holy  folitude,  in  order  to 
converfe  v/ith  your  hearts,  where  none  (hall 
be  prefent  behdes   God  and  y ourfelves. — 
Strengthen  there  your  ov.-n  honefty  in  this 
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important  duty  by  the  confcioiirnefs  of  hi^ 
pure  and  infpe^ting  eye,   ind  by  the  recol- 
lection of  the  account  which  we  mull  ren- 
der at  his  bar.     Judge  yourfelves  wath  the 
fame  fpirit  with  which  you  fhall  be  judged. 
It  is  a  duty  prefcribed  by  reafon,  as  w^eii  as 
enjoined  by  the  word  of  God.     Knozo  ihy- 
Jclj  was  the  moil  famous  maxim  of  ancient 
wifdom — and,  in  fuch  eliimation  was  it  held 
by  the  moll  enlightened  people  in  the  uni- 
verfe  that  they  ini'cribed  it  over  the  entrance 
to  the  moil  lacred  of  their  temples.^*     The 
holy  fcriptures  prefs  and  repeat  it  again  and 
again — "  Exaitiine  yourfelves  whether  you 
be  in  the   faith — prove  your  own   felves — 
know  ye  not  your  own  felves  how^  that  Jefus 
ChriR  is  in  you  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?" 
It  is    a  duty   abfolutely  requifite   in  order 
to  underiland  owe  fecret  faults ^  2in6.  to  re- 
move that  maik   from  the  heart  by  whicli 
the  power  of  felf-deceit  is  able  to  conceal 
from  men  their  true  charaftev.     Search  and 
try  your  ways — and,  in  fulfilling  this  great 
duty,  remember  that  you  fnall  fl:iortiy  be 
tried  at  a  higher  bar  by  the  righteous  judge 
of  quick  and  dead.     And  do  thou  O  Lord 

*  The  tcn-.pic  at  Delphi. 
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Bicrcifully  reveal  to  us  the  faults  that  will 
ftill  be  covered  from  our  own  view  !  Search 
us,  Ofad  know  our  hearts,  try  us,  and  know  our 
thoughts,  andjee  jf  there  be  any  wicked  way  in 
lis,  and  lead  us  in  the  loay  cverlctfting. 

3.  The  refleclions  to  which  you  have  at- 
tended admonifh  you  likewife  to  be  on 
your  guard  againft  the  dangerous  influence 
of  faihion  and  example.  Fafliion  draws 
after  it  manners  and  opinions  by  a  filent 
and  powerful  charm.  And  each  age  has 
its  peculiar  modes  of  thinking  and  aCiing. 
V/hatever,  therefore,  is  recommended  by 
general  example  we  ought  to  examine  with 
peculiar  fcrupulofity,  not  only  becaufe  we 
are  prone  to  hide  into  the  imitation  of  it 
with  an  incautious  facility,  but  becaufe  ge- 
neral manners,  in  the  prefent  age,  have  de- 
parted far  from  the  purity  andfimpiicity  of 
the  gofpel.  The  Itream  of  fafhion  feems, 
indeed,  to  a  certain  diilance,  to  co-incide 
v/ith  that  of  piety  and  virtue  ;  but  then  in- 
fenfiblv  feparating  from  it,  it  bears  away 
thofe  who,  without  caution,  commit  them- 
felves  to  its  current.  Scrutinize  all  your 
actions,  not  by  what  others  do,  or  permit, 
but  by  the  word  of  God,  which  is  the  infal- 
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libletefl  ofreftitude  and  truth. — Ah  !  how 
often,  in  this  period  of  general  Hcence,  and 
relaxation  of  morals,  hath  a  fecret  infeftioii 
reached  your  hearts  from  that  contamina- 
ted influence  in  the  midft  of  which  you  live? 
How  often  hath  the  fpirit  of  tlie  world,  car- 
ried into  your  mod  holy  devotions,  left  the 
heart  flill  barren  and  cold  at  the  throne  of 
grace  ?  How  often  have  ci  iminal,  or,  doubt- 
ful compliances  with  its  manners  left  a  fe- 
cret tamt  upon  the  confcience,  and  invited 
others  to  receive  with  indifference  or 
contempt  a  religion  that  departed  fo^  little 
from  their  own  habits  ? — Learn  then  to  fear 
the  infedious  commerce  of  the  world — Re- 
tire from  the  midft  of  that  example,  and  of 
thofe  focieties  which  you  find  by  experience 
to  impair  the  holinefs  and  integrity  of  your 
walk  with  God. — Do  you  afk  where  is  the 
forbidden  limit  ?  for,  to  a  certain  degree, 
we  may  innocently  conform  to  the  world. 
It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  it  by  any  univerfal 
rule — One  criterion  however  is  fuliiciently 
fure,  the  moment  that  you  perceive  the  fer- 
vor of  your  affe6lions  towards  your  Crea- 
tor, your  Saviour,  and  the  objetts  of  your 
duty  beginning  to  abate,  the  moment  that 
you  find  youriclf  obliged  to  excufe,  or  be- 
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ginning  to  make  apologies  to  your  own 
hearts  tor  certain  liberties,  that  moment  you 
have  ah'eady  gone  too  far. 

If  the  contagion  of  fafhion,  and  fympa- 
thy  with  the  public  manners,  are  able  fome- 
times  to  lead  eilabliilied  chriftians  into  fm, 
much  more  are  youth,  thoughtlefs,  gay, 
eafily  attracted  by  every  object  of  pleafure, 
and  fufceptible  of  dangerous  impreffions 
from  every  companion  with  whom  they  meet, 
liable  to  corruption  from  the  ill  examples 
that  are  every  vv^iere  prefented'to  their  view. 
Seduced  by  a  contagious  fympathy  with  fucli 
affociates,  enflamed  with  diffolute  pleafjre 
they  are  hurried  on  in  a  thoughtlefs  career ; 
or,  if  they  ever  think,  it  is  only  to  invent 
apologies  for  their  vices,  and  to  find  means 
to  hide  their  real  charafter  from  themfelves. 
They  envelope  themfelves  in  the  mifts  of 
their  palfions,  and  think  they  are  concealed 
alfo  from  the  eye  of  God.  Ah!  the  thun- 
ders of  divine  juftice  are  collecting  above 
that  dark  cloud  that  intercepts  your  fight, 
and,  in  the  moment  of  your  greatefl  fecuri- 
ty  they  may  burll  forth — zolien  you  are  fay- 
ing peace  andjc'fety  !  Jadden  dcjimclionjliall 
come  upon  you.     in  the  judgment  of  God, 
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vour  fccret  faults  fliall  appear  to  be  mar.ifcfl 
crimes,  and  all  the  deceitful  nefs  oflin  (liall 
be  ftript  off  before  his  holy  and  impartial 
tribunal. 

With  one  more  admonition  I  conclude 
this  difcourfe.  Beware  of  falle  principles  in 
religion.  I  fpeak  not  now  of  thole  atrocious 
doctrines  in  philofophy  that  profirate  all 
religion,  and  cover  the  moll  enormous  vices 
under  an  appearance  of  reafon.  I  fpeak  on- 
ly of  principles  adopted  by  the  friends  of  pi- 
ety that  fpring  out  of  the  errors  of  their  own 
underftanding,  but,  mingled  with  the  purity 
and  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  tend  to  cor- 
rupt it.  From  the  prejudices  of  education, 
and  from  a  vain  conftdence  in  the  powers 
of  reafon  they  are  prone  to  confound  cer- 
tain notions  and  abftraftions  of  their  own 
minds  with  the  plain  and  hniple  doctrines 
of  revelation,  and  out  of  the  whole  to  com- 
pofe  one  heterogeneous  mafs.  Their  own 
fpeculations,  they  too  often  make  the  bafis 
of  their  fyftem  ;  and  inilead  of  conforming 
their  reafonings  with  the  divine  word,  they 
bend  tliis  facred  ftandardinto  a  compliance 
with  tlieir  preconceived  ideas.     This  fpiri'c 
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has  introduced  various  corruptions  into  the 
chriftian  church,  and,  by  the  aicendency 
which  it  has  given  to  the  vain  and  arrogant 
pretenfions  of  reafon  beyond  its  proper 
iphere,  has  haftened  the  extenfion  of  an 
impious  philofophy.  For,  the  moment  that 
reafon  forfakes  the  guidance  of  revelation, 
and  thofe  obvious  and  univerfal  fentimcnts 
and  feehngs  of  human  nature  upon  which 
the  evidence  of  revelation  is  founded,  there 
is  no  point  of  re II  till  it  has  deftroyed  all 
truth,  and  arrived  at  a  frightful  atheifm. — 
Every  departure  from  the  divine  nmplicity 
of  the  gofpel,  every  mixture  of  falfe  fcience 
with  its  pure  and  heavenly  light,  tends  to 
obfcure  its  luftre,  and  to  impair  its  fan6f ify- 
ing  effeft  upon  the  heart.  Blind  and  erring 
as  we  are,  and  fubjeft  to  innumerable  pre- 
judices, arihng  chiefly  from  the  influence 
of  the  paflions,  every  addition  which  we 
make  to  the  iimple  word  of  God  will,  too 
probably,  become  the  nurfe  of  fome  vice, 
or  foible  of  chara61er,  and  mar  the  beauty 
and  coniiilency  of  our  chriftian  profeffion 
— it  covers,  under  the  mafk  of  a  profeffion, 
m3.ny Jecretjaulls.  And  according  as  the 
various  lefts  of  religion  approach,  or  de- 
cline from  this  ftandard  \:c  fee  tlieni  dillin- 
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guilhed  from  one  another  by  the  different 
degrees  of  their  fanttity,  by  the  fpirit  of 
their  morals,  and  even  by  their  manners. 

Friendly,  from  the  whole  view  which  we 
have  taken  of  this  fubjetl,  let  m.e  recall  to 
your  moll  ferious  confideration  the  pro- 
found humility  that  becomes  us  before  the 
throne  of  grace  on  account  of  our  manifold 
and  fecret  imperfections.  The  language  of 
the  holy  Pfalmift,  will  be  that  of  every  fin- 
cere  and  oenitent  believer — "  Innumerable 
i. 

evils  have  compaded  me  about — mine  ini- 
quities have  taken  hold  upon  me  fo  that  I 
am  not  able  to  look  up — they  are  more  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head,  therefore  my  heart  fail., 
eth  me." — How  many  fins  have  efcaped  our 
knovvlcge  or  obfervation,  even  in  the  mo- 
ment of  committing  them  ?  How  many,  on  a 
review  of  life,  have  efcaped  our  recolletlion? 
How  many  have  been  overlooked  through 
the  impofmg  influence  of  cuftom  and  gene- 
ral example  ?  How  many  have  been  cover- 
ed by  the  deceitfulnefs  of  felf-love  ?  How 
many  have  palled  for  innocent   conformi- 
ties with  the  laws  of  nature,  or  have  even 
been  miltaken  for  virtues  through  the  effect 
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of  falfe  principles  ?  Ah !  Who  can  widerjiand 
his  errors  ?  V/e  are  altogether  as  an  unclean 
thing  !  Our  iniquities,  like  tlie  toind,  have  taken 
■uscxcay!  Clccinjeus  0  Lor d,fromJecret  faults -' 
Keep  hack  thyfervants  alio  from  prejumptu- 


cus  fins  I 
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DISCOURSE   xm. 

on    public     vices. 

Psalm  xix.   iq. 
(J 

Keep  hack  thy  fcrvant  alfo  from  prejmnptu- 
ousjins. 

PRESUMPTUOUS   SINS  form  a  com- 
prchenfive  clafs  oF  evils,   and  embrace 
all    known    and   deliberate    acls    of  vice. 
They  require  no  other  defcripiion,  and  are 
evidently  placed  by  the  facred  writer,  in 
contrafl;  with  fecret  faults  which  efcape  the 
knowledge  and .  obfervation  of   our   own 
minds.      They  are  lliled  prefinnptuous   on 
account  of  that  hardinefs,  and  infolence  of 
heart  which  they   manifefi: ;  for,    not  only 
have  they  thrown  oft  the    reverence  wliich 
we  owe  to  that  judge  which  God  hath  feat- 
ed  in  our  own   brealts ;  but  they  infult  the 
authority  of  his  holy    law,   and  fet  at  defi- 
ance  the  terrors  of  his  juflice  with  which  he 
hath  armed  it. 
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Of  this  clafs  of  fins,   for  the  conviclion^ 
and,  if  poiTiblc,  the  reformation  of  the  guil- 
ty, it  is  my  defign  to  treat.     And,  that  I  may 
render  the  illuilration  the  m.ore  clear,  and 
ufeful,Ifhall  divide  them  into  feveral  degrees, 
and  endeavour,   in  forae   meafure,  to  trace 
their  progreflion. — They  are  fuch  fins  as  are 
committed  againft  the  light  and  convi6tion 
of  our  ov/n  minds — they  are  aggravated  by 
the  abufe  of  great  and  diftinguifliing   mer- 
cies— or  by  infeniibiiity,  or  a  Ipirit  of  revolt 
under  the  judgments  and  correftions  of  di- 
vine providence — they   have  attained  their 
ultimate  progrelTion  when^they  come  to  be 
committed  without  fliame — and,  efpecialiy 
when   they  difcover  a  zeal    to  enfnare,   fe- 
duce,  and  corrupt  others. 


I.  They  are,  in  the  Rrd  place,    commit- 
d  againll  t] 
■own  minds. 


ted  ac-ainilthe  YiQ-ht  and  convitlion    of  our 


This  chara61er  embraces  every  grade  of 
them — if  it  extends  to  the  higheli,  it  reacli- 
cs,  alfo,  the  loweft.  It  is  elTential  to  their 
nature.  This  chiefly  conftitutes  their  guilt 
that  they  violate  the  ditlates,  and  remon- 
ftrances  of  confcience,     Conlcicnce  is  our 


On  Public  Vich,  335 

natural  law,  and  our  natural  judge. — It  is 
more — it  is  the  vicegerent  of  God  in  the 
bofom  of  man.     All  its  di61ates   point  to  a 
higher  fource  of  duty  in  his  will — all  its  re- 
proaches point  to  a  higher  fanftion  in  his 
juftice.     When,  therefore  we  fm  againft  its 
lights,  it  is,  in  the  very  aft,  to  defy  the  au- 
thority of  God  our  Maker.     But  no  fmall 
portion  of  their  guilt  confills  in  their  viola- 
ting; that  reverence  which   a  man  ou<^ht  to 
have  for  himfelf,   and  the  law  of  his   own 
bread.      What   though  the  darknefs   may 
cover  him  ?  What   though  no   human  eye 
may  perceive  him  ?  He  is  his  own  witnefs — 
that  judge   is  intimately  confcious  whom, 
next  to  God,  he  ought  to  refpecl  and  fear — 
before  whom  crime  faould  tremble,  and  the 
impurity  of  the  thoughts  fiiould  cover  him 
with  fhame. 

A  orood  man  v.ili  cultivate  a  line  and  del- 
icate  icnfibility  of  confcience,  that  he  may 
be  able  to  perceive  the  minuteft  objecls  of 
duty,  and  difcern  even  the  remote  ap- 
proaches of  vice  ;  and  he  Vvdll  iludy  to  il- 
luminate it  by  all  the  liglits  which  he  can 
derive  from  reafon,from  reileciion,  and  the 
word  of  God.     A  v/icked  man  feeks  onlv 
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to  blind  it,  or  to  blunt  its  feelings ;  and, 
when  he  can  blind  it  no  longer,  lie  hardens 
himfelf  againft  its  reproofs.  And,  is  not 
he  a  bold  and  infolent  offender  who  neither 
refpefts  himfelf,  nor  fears  the  judge  of  the 
univerfe — who  can  venture  upon  atts  of  ac- 
knowledged vice  in  oppofition  to  the  con- 
viction of  his  own  mind — to  the  reproaches 
of  his  own  heart — to  the  majefty  and  au- 
thority of  the  divine  law,  and  the  terrors  of 
a  judgment  to  come  ? 

What  then  (hall  we  fay  of  that  (lothful  ncg- 
left,  or  irreverent  contempt  of  the  houfe  ot 
God,  and  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  which  is 
the  difgrace  of  a  people  who  call  themfelves 
by  his  name,  and  which,  in  this  age  of  ima- 
ginary freedom  from  the  moll  facred  ties, 
infccls  fo  many  of  the  profelfors  of  the  gof- 
pel  ?  What  fiiall  v/e  fay  of  that  intempe- 
rance and  debauch,  the  frequent  reproach 
of  our  focial  meetings,  and  even  of  thofe 
conventions  oi  the  people,  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  where  the  pureft  mo- 
rals ouglit  to  reign  m  a  free  country  ?  An 
intemperance  that  impairs  the  health — that 
walks  the  profits  of  induftry — that  mur- 
ders time — that   overturns  the  habiis  and 
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pTinciples  of  virtue — that  deftroys  domef- 
tic  peace,  and  entails  mifcry  and  ruin  on 
thole  who  depend  upon  us  ?  What  fhali  we 
fay  of  that  injuftice  and  fraud  that,  in  fo  ma- 
ny fliapes,  has  rifen  up  among  us  P  Not  that 
which  is  cognizable  by  the  civil  law,  and  may 
be  remedied  by  its  tribunals,  but  that  v/hich 
efcapes  the  eve  and  the  arm  of  the  law — 
that  criminal  fpeculation  that  tends,  in  its 
progrefs,  to  proflrate  moral  principle,  and 
cafis  honor  and  honeRy  into  the  lottery  of 
chances — that  unfairnefs  in  dealinp- — thofe 
iniquitous  advantages — thofe  impofuions  on 
the  credulity,  the  hmplicity,  or  the  neceffi- 
ties  of  others  Vvhich  can  be  proved,  or  pun- 
ifhed  only  at  the  tribunal  or  confcience  ? 
What  fhall  v^e  fay  of  that  ludicrous  jefting 
on  the  moil  facred  fubjects,  that  indecency 
and  impurity  of  difcourfe,  which  virtue  can- 
not hear  without  difguft,  nor  delicacy  name 
without  a  blufli,  that  diihonour  the  convi- 
vial meetings  of  thoughtlefs  youth,'  and, 
fometimes  alas  !  even  of  proliigate  age  ? 
What  fliall  we  fay  of  that  impious  profana- 
tion of  the  name  of  God,  and  thofe  infernal 
imprecations  that  fo  freqilently  infult  our 
ears  both  amiOng  the  great  and  the  L"';!e 
U  u 
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vulgar  ?  Juft  God !  wilt  thou  not  at  length 
pour  out  that  damnation  on  the  head  of  the 
fmner  which  he  audaciouOy  invokes  from 
thy  jufiice  ? — Can  men  plead  principle  to 
vindicate,  or  ignorance  to  excufe  thefe 
Grimes  ?  No ;  they  are  prefumptuous  of- 
fences—^they  are  palpable  violations  of  that 
inward  law  which  God  hath  placed  in  the 
breaits  of  man  to  regulate  his  condu6t. 

II.  The  abufe  of  great  and  dillingufliing 
mercies  confiitutes  another  aggravation, 
and  forms  a  new  clafs  of  prefumptuous  of™ 
fences. 

To  enjoy  the  mercies  of  Heaven  without 
thankfuinefs,  efpecially,  when  we  have  been, 
in  any  way,  diftinguifhed  by  its  goodnefs — 
and,  iliil  more,  to  enjoy  them  only  to  abufe 
them,  is  a  proof  of  a  depraved  mind,  and 
of  a  bafe  and  ignoble  heart.  Ingratitude  is 
an  aggravation  of  prefumption. 

Thefe  mercies  may  confift  either  in  ex- 
ternal advant3o;es  of  fortune — in  intelleftual 
improvements — or  in  the  means  of  religious 
knowledge  and  inilrutlion. 


On  Public  Vices.  339 

if  it  hadi  pleafed  God  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  fome  men  to  enjoy  tiie  common 
bleffing  of  exillence  with  more  dignity  and 
latisfadion  than  others,  by  crowning  them 
with  aflkience,  or  raifmg  them  to  honoura- 
ble il aliens,  are  not  their  vices  marked  with 
a  guih  proportioned  to  their  mifnTiproved 
advantages  in  hfe  i^  Yet,  how  often  does 
the  facihty  of  gratifying  their  paPiions  raife 
them  above  the  controul  of  the  laws  of  God? 
Perhaps  no  men  are  more  prone  to  abufe 
his  goodnef>,  and  to  turn  it  againil  him- 
lelf,  thanthofe  who  enjoy  it  in  the  greatefh 
profufion.  A  pernicious  idienefs,  profligate" 
manners,  impiety  and  licentioulnefs  are  at 
once  their  fm,  and  their  difa;race.  "  Hear 
O  Heavens  !  and  give  ear  O  Earth  !  faith 
the  Spirit  of  God,  appealing  to  all  nature 
againfl  thefe  crimes,  I  have  nourifhed  and 
brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebel- 
led againit  me ! — Tlie  ox  knowcth  his  own- 
er, and  the  afs  his  mailer's  crib,  but  Ifrael 
doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  confider." 

How  frequently,  likeviife,  are  their  dif- 
tinftions  in  fociety  made  to  fofter  a  fpirit 
of  unbecoming  pride,  infolent  to  mankind, 
and  unthankful  to  Almighty  God,  as  if  all 
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that  they  enjoyed  belonged  to  them  by  an 
independent  poUeifion ;  or,  were  the  natural 
reward  of  Ihperior  worth  and  merit  in  them- 
selves ? — \'Vliat !  a  worm  of  dull!  a  vain 
and  gorgeous  atom  proud  of  the  cruil  that 
it  inhabits!  proud  before  the  Maker  of  the 
iiniverfe  in  whofe  prefence  all  human  dif- 
rinftions  are  annihilated!  Blind  and  impi- 
ous prefumption!  Tliefe  vain  reptiles  per- 
vert the  unmerited  bounty  of  Heaven  into 
hoPiiiity  equally  againft  God  and  man. 

It  is  a  flill  higher  crime  to  employ  in  the 
i^^rvice  of  impiety  the  advantages  of  natural 
talents,  or  intelleftual  improvements. 

Such  talents,  or  racli  improvements  are 
capable  of  being  employed  to  the  bell,  or 
the  word  purpofes  in  human  life.  And  the 
guilt  of  their  mifapplication  is  to  be  mea- 
fured  both  by  the  good  v/hich  they  have 
not  done,  and  by  the  evil  of  which  they  have 
been  the  aftive  caufes.  What  illumination 
and  perfuahve  energy  might  they  not  have 
.•added  to  the  principles  of  virtue  and  piety  ? 
Vvhat  unhappy  cxtenfion  and  force  have 
they  not  given  to  the  pernicious  caufe  of 
infidelity  and  vice  ?    Impious  philofophers ! 
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licentious  ^vits  !  who  {\udy  to  n.ake  the 
eternal  foundations  of  truth  and  morals, 
and  to  dedroy  the  falutary  influence  of  reli- 
gion on  the  human  mind!  hosv  many  crimes, 
not  your  own,  will  at  lait  be  imputed  to 
you  ! 

It  is  a  lamentable  proof  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  human  nature  that  the  powers  of 
genius,  wdiich  ihould  difcover  to  mun  his 
own  imperfeftion,  and  the  profound  and 
unfathomable  depths  of  the  divine  wifdom, 
fhould  fo  often  ferve  only  to  intoxicate  the 
heart,  and  to  inflate  it  with  vanity — fhould,^ 
inllead  of  proving  the  bleffing,  prove  the 
curfe  of  mankind;  by  unfettling  the  princi- 
ples of  fociety  and  morals — nay,  (houid  car- 
ry this  prefumption  fo  far  as  to  attack  the 
eternal  fource  of  light  and  truth  itfelf,  and 
place  in  its  room  the  faint  and  dubious 
fpark  of  their  own  reafon.  Ah  !  vain  and 
purblind  reafon  !  It  refembles  a  proud  in- 
infeft  which,  becaufe  it  can  emit  a  feeble 
and  deceptive  luftre  in  the  dark,  (hould 
pretend  to  eclipfe  the  fun  by  the  ftrength ' 
of  its  beam,  and  fay,  /  will  enlighten  the' 

univerfe. Children  of  io;noranceand  va- 

nity !  the   light  of  eternity  fnali  bring  a 
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dreadful  refutation  of  your  errors — the 
croud  of  viftims  to  your  delufions  that  you 
will  meet  there,  while  they  demonllrate 
your  guilt  with  a  fearful  evidence,  will  add 
augmented  horrors  to  your  condemnation  ! 

To  our  abufed  mercies  let  us  add  the 
more  common  but  ineftimabie  blefhng  of 
the  ordinances  and  initruclions  of  the  golpel 
— The  lights  and  the  motives  which  they 
add  to  duty  greatly  aggravate  the  guilt  of 
thofe  fmners  who  violate  or  who  defpife 
them.  Hard  mud  be  the  heart  which  refills 
the  counfels  of  divine  wifdom,  and  the  in- 
vitations of  divine  mercy  propofed  in  the 
gofpel.  And  the  truth  is,  that  thofe  who 
have  broken  throudi  the  reitraints,  and 
eradicated  the  principles  of  a  pious  educa- 
tion ufually  become  didinguiflied  in  vice. — 
They  are  quoted  by  hnners  to  the  reproach 
of  religion,  as  they  often  become  the  re- 
proach of  human  nature.— A  hnner  en- 
joying the  light  of  the  gofpel,  hns  againft 
the  ftrong  conviftion  of  his  own  mind — 
againft  the  authority  of  the  divine  law  mod 
clearly  interpreted  in  the  church — againil 
the  high  and  interelling  profpctls  of  eternity 
continually  prefented  to  his  mind  in  the  in- 
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flitutions  of  religion — and  againft  the  ma- 
jefty  and  juftice  of  God  armed  to  enforce 
his  law,    and  to  punilh  its  violation.     But, 
that  which  chiefly  enhances  his  guilt,  is  the 
abufe  of  the  divine  mercy  fo  illultrioufly  dif- 
played  to  the  world  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift^ 
and  the  profanation  of  his   mod   precious 
blood.     Defpifed  mercy  is  often  more  fear- 
ful in  its  effecls  than  infulted  juftice.  When 
the  prefumption  of  impiety  rejefcls  the  blef- 
fed  vi6lim  of  the  crofs,  is  it  not  boldly  to 
invoke  upon  its  own   head  thofe  dreadful 
flames  that  have  confumed  in  our  room  the 
Lamb  of  God  ? 

III.  Infenfibility  under  {ignal  judgments 
of  divine  providence,  or  a  fpirit  of  revolt 
under  its  (Irokes,  and  corre6tions,  adds  to 
finning  a  chara6ter  of  high  prefumption. 

Judgment,  as  well  as  mercy  is  intended 
for  the  reformation,  and  the  cultivation  of 
mankind.  Frequently,  when  the  goodnefs 
of  God  has  ceafed  to  make  its  proper  im- 
predion  upon  a  hard  and  impenitent  heart, 
the  (Irokes  of  his  juftice  have  at  length 
brought  it  to  rePiection.  It  is  (lated  by  the 
holy-fpiritj  as  a  charafter  of  incorrigible  and 
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hopelefs  impenitence  in  the  nation  of  Ifrael, 
that  the  divine  chaftifements  were  no  longer 
able  to  reclaim  them.  "  Why,  laith  he, 
fhould  you  be  flricken  any  more  ?  Ye  will 
revolt  more  and  more.  The  whole  head 
is  fick,  the  whole  heart  is  faint."  What  (hall 
we  fay,  then,  of  thofe  who  can  deliberately 
return  from  folio  wins'  their  fellow  fmners 
to  the  duil,  whither  they  (liali  themfelves  be 
foon  conveyed,  to  all  their  cuftomary  fol- 
lies, and  habitual  vices  ?  What  Ihall  Vv  e  fay 
of  thofe  who  have  their  hearts  torn  by  the 
mod  painful  bereavments,  and  their  hopes 
blalted,  or  their  fortunes  broken  by  a  frown- 
ing providence,  who  never  ferioufly  confi- 
der  the  hand  that  fmites  them,  that  they 
may  break  off  their  fins  by  repentance,  nor 
lay  to  heart  the  vanity  of  the  world  that 
they  may  return  to  God  as  their  exceeding 
joy?  What  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe  who,  fink- 
ing under  difeafcs  induced  by  their  own 
intemperance  and  profligacy,  infiead  of  be- 
ing led  to  repentance  by  their  fulTerings, 
are  ftill,  with  their  remaining  (Irength,  pur- 
fuing  the  fame  crimes  ?  What  of  thofe  who, 
raging  under  their  impotence  to  enjoy  their 
licentious  pleafures,  or  writhing  under  the 
pains  which  thofe  pleafures  have  planted  in 
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a  ruined  conRitution,  murmur  at  the  will  of 
Heaven,  rebel  againft  the  (troke,  or  even 
blafpheme  their  Creator  as   the  author  of 
their  miferies  ?  Is  not  that  a  hard  heart  on 
which  the  judgments  of  God  make  no  pious 
imprelhon  ?  Is  not  that  a  bold  and  criminal 
fpirit  that  revolts  againft  the  corrections  of 
a  righteous  and  holy  providence,  and   that 
will  even  go  from  fuffering  under  the  ftroke 
to   a  repetition  of  the  crime?  When  the 
(inner  arrives  to  defpife  the  fear  of  God,  he 
feems  to  be  forfaken  of  the  lail  principle  by 
which  he  might  polfibly  be  led  back  to  his 
duty. 

IV.  Another  ftep  in  the  progrefs  of  vice 
is  feen  in  the  want  of  (liame,  and  contempt 
of  public  opinion. 

The  common  interefts,  and  therefore  the 
common  fentiments  of  mankind  will  ever 
be  connefted  with  the  g-reat  princioles  of 
virtue  and  good  morals.  Thele  fentiments 
furniih  the  moil  powerful  motives  to  order, 
decency,  and  propriety  of  conduft,  and 
form,  perhaps,  the  itrongell,  as  v/eli  as  the 
moil  delicate  ties  that  connect  fociety  toge- 
ther. Laws  may  be  called  its  chains — 
W  w 
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principles  and  opinions  are  its  filken  cords. 
Each  iingly  may  pofiefs  fmall  force — but, 
infinitely  multiplied  and  interwoven,  they 
become  ilronger  than  chains.     Nature  hath 
fubjefted  us  to  the  fentiments   of  one  ano- 
ther ;    and    every   modefl   and   ingenuous 
liiind  will  profoundly   refpeft  the  opinion 
of  the  public.     Sinners,  who   are  not  yet 
abandoned,  fludy   to  conceal  their  crimes 
from  public  view,  and  to  find  for  them  the 
protetlion    of    obfcurity    and   retirement. 
Therefore  are  they  called  the  works  of  dark- 
nefs,  not  only  becaufe  they   lead  down  to 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  forever,  but  becaufe 
they  feek  for  themfelves  the  deepefl  (hades 
to  cover  them  from  the  eye  of  the  world. 
In  the  clouds  of  night  riot  and  debauchery 
endeavour  to  hide  their   enormities — then 
theft  and  robbery  come  forth   from   their 
lurking  places — malice  and  envy  fiioot  their 
arrows    in   the   dark — there  lull  fpreads  a 
veil  over  its  fhameful  and  impure  myfieries. 
"  In  the   twilight,    faith   Solomon,   in  the 
evening,  in  the  black  of  da-rk  night,"  the 
bait  is  laid  by  loofe  pleafure  for  the  unwa- 
ry youth — '•'  He  goeth    after  her  flraight 
way,   as  the  ox  goeth  to  the  flaughter,  or, 
as  a  fool  to  the  corredion  of  the  flocks. 


0)1  Public  Vices.  347 


• 


till  a  dart  ftrike  through  his  liver — as  a  bird 
hafteth  to  the  fnare,  ancl  knoweth  not  that 
it  is  for  his  life."*  As  long  as  the  finner 
continues  to  feek  concealment  for  his 
crimes,  it  is  a  proof  of  fome  remaining  mo- 
defty  of  mind  that  is  ftill  capable  of  refor- 
mation. But  when  vice  flalks  abroad  with 
an  unblulhing  face — when  intemperance 
ftaggers  and  vociferates  in  the  (Ireets — when 
fraud  and  injuftice  can  come  forth  with  the 
countenance  of  integrity,  and  ill-gotten 
wealth  is  confidered  as  a  fubdiiute  for  ho- 
nor, and  for  confcience — Vv^hen  luilfeeks  no 
veil  for  its  orgies,  and  the  mod  criminal 
connexions  are  avowed  without  fliame,  the 
laft  fences  of  piety  and  virtue  are  broken 
down,  and  the  mind  is  prepared  to  go  to  any 
extreme  to  Vv^hich  appetite  may  impel,  or 
opportunity  invite. 

Does  the  w^ant  of  fliame,  it  may  be  afl^- 
ed,  mark  a  higher  degree  in  the  progrefs  of 
vice  than  thoie  charatfers  of  it  which  have 
been  already  named — refillance  to  the  soi^^ 
thority  of  confcience — ingratitude  for  the 
mercies   of  God — and  impenitence  under 

*  Proverbs   vii.  9,  Szc. 
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his  corre6lions  ? — It  dees — men  are  often 
reftrained,  by  a  principle  of  decency,  from 
public  and  open  vice  long  after  they  have 
loit  the  fear  of  God.  Accordingly  the  pro- 
phet fpeaks  of  it  as  the  coiiiunnnation  t»f 
the  crimes  of  Ifrael,  and  the  fure  prefage  of 
the  de{lru8:ion  of  the  nation.  *'  Were  they 
afhamed  when  they  had  committed  abomi- 
nation ?  Nay,  they  were  not  at  all  aihamed, 
neither  could  they  blufh :  therefore  they 
(hall  fall  among  them  that  fall  ;  at  the  time 
that  I  viht  them  they  fnall  be  call:  down 
faith  the  Lord."* 

But,  it  is  the  proof  of  a  ilill  more  obdu- 
rate mind  when  the  profligate  has  arrived 
at  the  monilrous  vanity  of  glorying  in  his 
fliame.  It  is  not  enough  for  him  to  have 
overcome  the  modelly  of  nature,  and  to  for- 
get, or  to  defpife  the  awful  cenfure  of  the 
w^orld  ;  he  hardens  his  countenance  into 
brafs,  infults  the  public  manners  and  fenti- 
ments,and  braves  the  terrors  of  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  Heaven  and  earth.  Sometimes 
we  fee  the  horrid  fpeflacle  of  youth  who 
boail  their  fcenes  of  riot  and  debauchery— 

*  Jeremiah  vl.  15. 
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who  triumph  over  the  innocence  they  have 
betrayed — who  repeat  in  the  micKi  of  blaf- 
phemies,  their  feats  of  intemperance  and 
licentioufnefs — who,  not  contented  with 
fearing  the  night  with  their  crimes  dare  to 
poUute  the  day  with  their  fhameful  recital— 
who  glory  in  being  beails,  rather  than  in 
being  men.  Ah  !  what  a  corrupted  taite  ! 
what  hardened  hearts  ! 

Another  clafs  of  thefe  worthlefs  men, 
equally  weak  in  their  underilandings,  and 
corrupted  in  their  morals,  leil  you  ihould 
fufpectthem  of  principle,  or  of  being  inilu- 
enced  by  any  remiains  of  a  virtuous  and  pi- 
ous education,  which  they  wiih  to  be  for- 
gotten, boall  even  of  vices  of  which  they 
have  not  been  guilty,  and  are  ambitious  of 
appearing  adepts  m  iniquity  before  they 
have  been  able  entirely  to  fnake  ofF  the 
power  of  confcience,  and  the  modefty  and 
timidity  of  their  hrll:  habits.  They  boaft  of 
licentious  fcenes,  in  which  they  have  not 
been  engaged,  and  of  ruined  chaftity  which 
they  have  never  had  the  effrontery  to  at- 
tempt. Wretches !  defpicable  to  their  com- 
panions, and  worthy  the  abhorrence  of  all 
good  men !  even  chrillian  charity  can  hard- 
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\y  forbear  to  mingle  an  indignant  contempt 
along  Vv'ith  her  compaliion  for  their  deplo- 
rable folly. 

But  to  virtue  the  mofl;  contemptible,  and" 
to  piety  the  mod  afflitting  example  of  this 
kind,  is  an  old  and  decrcpid  fmner  boaft- 
ing  the  profligacy  of  his  youth.  When 
indulgence  has  loil  its  relifli — when  paOTion 
is  no  longer  an  excufe  for  folly — when  vice 
has  no  charms  but  in  remembrance,  to  fee 
the  decayed  and  miferable  remnants  of  a 
man  exhauiled  in  the  fervice  of  hn,  having 
no  refource  within  himfelf,  and  in  the  aifec- 
tions  and  hopes  of  religion,  endeavouring 
,'  to  excite  his  v/afted  appetites,  and  to  tickle 
a  fenfual  imagination  by  the  recoUeftion  of 
fcenes  of  brutal  pleafure,  is  among  the  mod 
deplorable  of  all  objects.  Age.  glorying  in 
its  fhame  feems  to  be  the  neareit  refemb lance  , 
on  earth  of  infernal  fpirits  who  purfue 
abfolute  wickednefs  without  intereli,  and 
triumpli  in  it  without  enjoyment. 

V.  The  ultimate  degree  in  that  fatal  pro- 
grelhon  of  vice  which  I  am  endeavouring 
to  trace  confifts  in  a  zeal  to  infnare,  feduce, 
and  corrupt  others. 
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A61ivity  to  extend   the  principles,  and 
augment  the  numbers  of  a  party  is  one  of 
the  mod  unequivocal  evidences  of  hncerity 
in  its  caufe.     Many  vicious  men,  contented 
with  being  guilty  themfelves,  are  willing  to 
leave  the  reft  of  the  world  to  follow  their 
own  inclinations.     But  the  zealous  parti- 
zans  of  impiety  are  ever  ready  to  exert  all 
their  talents  to  give  a  pernicious  extenfion 
to  their  corrupted  prniciples.     Haftening 
to  ruin  themfelves,    they  are  felicitous  to 
draw  others  with  them  to  the  fame  perdition. 
— Some,   through   a  perverted    fociability, 
defire  companions    in  their  crimes   only  to 
increafe  their  own  enjoyments.     Knowing 
no  other  fatisfaflions  but  thofe  which  vice 
affords,  they  efieem  religion  merely   as  the 
refource  of  our  laft  moments  when    all  the 
pleafurcs  of  the  world  are  about   to  forfake 
us — or  the  occupation  of  w^eak   minds  who 
know  not  how^  to  enjoy  life.     Having  cor- 
rupted their  tafte  to   the  relifh  of  the   moft 
impure   and  tainted  ftreams,   they  are  not 
fatisfied  unlefs  they  ftoop  to  drink  of  every 
flagnant  and  filthy  puddle  that  has  gathered 
in  their  v/ay — others,  deriving  confidence 
from  afibciates  in  guilt,  are  the  more  ambi- 
tious to  diiTeminate  the  poifon  of  their  im- 
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piety.  Notwithftanding  their  aflTumed  au- 
dacity, lomething  within  Hill  Tecretly  mif- 
gives  them,  and  mixes  an  uneafy  doubt  at 
the  bottom  of  iheir  pleafures.  1  he  appre- 
henfions  of  guilt  require,  the  influence  of 
numbers  to  allay  them,  and  to  reilore  con- 
fidence to  the  heart.  The  finner  is  a  coward 
who  often  depends  for  his  fecurity  and  cour- 
age on  the  example  of  others.  Hence  that 
Icandalous  zeal  which  the  profligate  frequent- 
ly difcover  to  fcatter  the  contagion  of  irreli- 
gious principles  andtofpread  the  infeftion 
of  licentious  manners. — But,  not  a  few,  llili 
more  malignant,  ftudy  to  corrupt  the  mor- 
als of  others  through  enmity  to  the  pure  and 
humble  fpirit  of  piety.  '  1  he  bitternefs  of 
their  hearts  they  vent  in  keen  reproaches, 
and  infulting  feoffs — by  feducing  the- unwa- 
ry, and  ofiering  themfelves  as  Laders  to 
thofe  who  are  yet  but  jufl  entering  on  the 
paths  of  vice.  Above  all,  if  they  can  Ihake 
the  faith  of  a  believer  in  Chriif,  or  corrupt 
one  wliofe  firil  inclinations  were  in  favour 
of  relig'ion,  with  what  malicious  fatisfadion 
tlev  contemplate,  or  v.iih  Vvhat  infolent 
ninth  they  triumph  over,  their  deluded 
prey !  It  is  not  their  own  enjoyment 
which  they  feek  in  particular  a£ts  oj^vice, 
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i  nor  the  heightened  enjoyment  which  afTo- 
I  ciates  in  iniquity  confer,  but  they  derive  an 
i  infernal  pleafure  from  the  ruin  of  innocence 
J  itfelf.  Their  malignity  is  gratified  by  being 
themfelves  the  inflruments  of  corrupting  it. 
— This  appears  to  be  the  laft  flage  of  impi- 
ety upon  earth,  and  contains  the  mofh  open, 
daring,  and  criminal  hoRility  againft  truth 
and  virtue. 

In  this  clafs  of  Tinners  may  be  ranked, 
likewife,  thofe  numerous  writers  and  artiils 
who  endeavour  to  cnrrupt  the  public  mo- 
rals by  debauching  the  imagination,  or  by; 
vitiating  the  public  tafte  for  amufement  and 
plecffure.  In  the  foimer,  ^v'e  often  fee  vice 
rendered  more  fedu6tive  by  an  enchanting 
brilliancy  of  genius.  The  latter  go  direct- 
ly to  deprave  the  heart  through  the  organs 
of  the  fenfes.  Seducing  images,  indecent 
picfures,  loofe  fcenes^  and  an  irninodeft  vvdt 
contribute  thejr  aid  to  fpread  the  infection 
of  vice.  Even  thofe  low  diverfions,  v.-hich 
in  many  places  are  fo  eagerly  fought  after,  by 
aflcmblinp;the  idle,  the  thou dulefs,  and  the 
diihpated,  and  debahng  the  tatle,  arehaRen- 
ing  the^degeneracy  of  manners. — But  what 
{li.all  ^*  fay  of  thofe  brothels  of  loofe  plca- 
X  X 
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fure,  and  thofe  places  of  ruinous  gaming 
where  youth  fo  often  throw  away  virtue,  and 
honor  and  eftate  and  health  ?  Temples 
are  they  of  iniquity — houfes  of  pellilence 
whence  the  moil  dire  contagion  is  fpread 
through  fociety.  How  criminal  are  the 
leaders  and  attors  in  thefe  fcandalous  and 
corruDtinjj  fcenes  !  Nor  are  thofe  who  en- 
courage  them  by  their  prefence,  or  fupport 
them  by  their  contributions,  free  from  a 
deep  guilt. 

To  thefe  pernicious   corrupters  of  man- 
kind are  to  be  added  the  pretended  philofo- 
phers  who,  in  the  prefent  age,  are  fo   affid- 
uoufly  flriving  to   undermine   the   founda- 
tions both  of  natural,  and  of  revealed  reli- 
gion.    And  for  what   end  ?  Is  it  for  the 
love  of  virtue  ?  Alas !  the  very    bafis   of 
virtue  is  deftroyed  when  religion  is  taken  a- 
•way — Is  it,  as  they  fo  often  profefs,  through 
regard  to  the  interefls  of  fociety,  and  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  ?  Ah!  fociety  with- 
out religion  would  foon  become  a  chaos  of 
pafiions  and  of  crimes.     What  then  i^  the 
motive  of  all  this  ingenious  but  perverted 
induff  ry  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  found  iif.  enmity 
of  heart  againfl  that  purity  and  holinels 
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which  rehgion  requires  ?  Is  it  not  fome  vice 
of  character  that  renders  them  obnoxious 
to  the  av/ful  fanftions  of  religion.  But, 
whatever  it  be,  no  fins  can  be  more  fatal  in 
their  confequences,  or  draw  after  them  a 
greater  train  of  ruin.  Youth  is  corrupted 
— the  foundations  of  fociety  are  (haken — 
reverence  for  the  Deity  is  annihilated — his 
providence  is  denied — his  jullice  fet  at  de- 
fiance—his love  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world  profaned  and  infulted — the  blelTed 
Saviour  again  rejefted  of  men ! — If  a  zeal 
to  make  profelytes  to  the  pernicious  caufe 
of  impiety  and  vice  is  among  the  highell 
degrees  of  open  and  prefumptuous  finning 
• — it  a  fatal  fuccefs  aggravates  the  guilt,  how 
criminal  are  you  ye  corrupters  of  the  age ! 
li  the  bleffing  of  thofe  who  are  ready  to 
perifh  (hall  come  upon  the  good  man  who 
hath  contributed  to  their  ialvation,  furely 
upon  you  (hall  come  the  blood  and  the 
curie  of  thoufands  who  have  been  dellroy- 
ed  by  your  influence  ! 

The  illuftration  of  this  fubjeft  has  run  in- 
to fo  great  length  that  your  exhaulled  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  make  the  numerous 
refleBions  that  naturally  arife  from  it,  and 
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might  be  profitably  improved.     I  (hall  con- 
tent Diyfelf  with  one  or  two. 

The  firft  idea  that  fuggeils  itfelf  is  the  in- 
fidious  nature,  and  the  dangerous  progrel- 
fion  of  vice.  No  man  becomes  abandoned 
at  once.  Secret  faults  precede  open,  and 
public  vices — and,  among  thefe  lail  there 
is  a  wide  didance  between  the  hrll  violations 
of  known  duty,  and  that  hardened  profliga- 
cy which  learns  at  length  to  fin  wdthout 
Ihame.  Beware,  therefore,  of  the  beginnings 
of  vice — they  are  like  the  letting  out  of 
water  which  foon  encreafes  to  a  mip^hty 
flood.  Its  habits  are  inceffantly  advancing, 
and  men  frequently  arrive,  in  the  progreis 
of  time,  calmly  to  perpetrate  crimes  on 
which  they  would  once  have  looked  with 
a  degree  of  horror.     Break  off',  in  feafon, 

your  fins  by  reperitaiice,  and  return  unto  the 
Lord  and  he  wiU  have  mercy  upon  you,  and 
to  our  God   and  he  will  abundantly  pardon 

you.  But  remember  that  there  is  a  point 
of  impiety  beyond  v/hich  there   is  no  more 

facrifice  for  Jins. Deplorable  is  his  flate 

who  has  corrupted,  or  lilenced  the  judge 
within  him — who  has  torn  away  all  the  re- 
flraints  of  that  internal  law  in    his    own 
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bread — wlio  has  violated  confcience  till  it 
has  ceafed  to  fpeak.  If  he  has  arrived  to 
fin  in  peace,  it  is  only  becaiife  he  is  aban- 
doned of"  God,  his  peace  is  the  dreadful 
calm  that  precedes  a  ftorm — and  God  is 
preparing  the  thunders  that  (liall  avenge 
his  infulied  truth  andjuflice.  How  fearful 
are  his  decrees  !  "  Becaufc  1  have  called  and 
ye  refufed.  I  have  (iretched  out  my  hand 
and  no  man  regarded — but  ye  have  fet  at 
naught  all  my  counfel  and  would  none  of 
my  reproof,  I  aifo  will  laugh  at  your  cala- 
mity, I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh ; 
when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and 
your  dehruction  cometh  as  a  whirl winc^ 
when  diltrefs  and  anguiOi  cometh  upon  you. 
Then  lliall  they  call  upon  me  but  1  will 
not  anfwer,  they  (hall  feek  me  early,  but 
they  hiall  not  find  me :  for  that  they  hated 
knowlcge  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  They  would  none  of  my  counfel — 
they  defpifed  all  my  reproof:  therefore  they 
(liall  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and 
be  filled  with  their  own  devices/'"* 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  addrefs  a  reproof 
or  an  admonition  to  thofe  hardened  oifen- 
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ders  who  have  arrived  at  the  higheft  de- 
grees of  vice — who  have  grown  niienrible 
to  flianie — who  have  become  apoilles  of 
impiety,  and  leaders  in  profligacy.  Sel- 
dom are  they  to  be  found  in  the  houfe  of 
God.  They  voluntarily  place  themfelves 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  remonllrances. 
I  can  only  hold  them  up  as  beacons  for 
your  warning. — Ah  !  my  young  friends ! 
let  not  the  fatal  progrefs  of  your  own  fol- 
lies mark  you  out  hereafter  as  beacons  for 
the  v/arning  of  others.  Bev/are  of  the  ex- 
amples and  the  folicitations  to  evil  that  af- 
lail  you  on  every  hand.  The  time  cometh 
faith  the  apollle,  when  the  wicked  men  andfe- 
nucersfnaU  wax  worje  and  worje.  Is  not 
that  time  nov/  ?  Hardly  can  youth  walk 
abroad  without  m-eetin?  with  criminal  ob- 
jefts  to  invite,  dangerous  companions  to 
folicit,  fcenes  of  temptation  to  corrupt 
them.  Ah  !  how  induitrious  are  the  cham- 
pions of  vice  !  Inceflant  in  their  labours  to 
corrupt  and  to  deflroy — aQiduous  in  mif- 
chief,  as  if  they  w^ere  honcft  men  employed 
in  a  good  caule,  hardly  can  you  efcape  the 
innumerable  fnares  which  they  have  laid 
for  you.  Truil  not  thofe  ialfe  illuminations 
to  which  the  vain,  pretenders  to  a  monopo- 
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ly  of  reafon  have  boldly  laid  claim,  while 
they  have  only  poifoned  the  minds  of  youth, 
corrupted  manners,  and  torn   afunder  all 
the  moral  bands  of  fociety.     Impious  fana- 
tics !  illuminated  only  to  themfelves,  and  in 
the  vifions  of  their  own  fancy  !  another  age 
will  hold  them  in  merited  contempt — this 
age  ought  to  pour  upon  them  that  indigna- 
tion which  is  due  to  their  multiplied  crimes. 
Retire   from  the  contagion  both  of  their 
prefumptuous  folly,  and  their  prefumptuous 
Jins.     And  may  the  Father  of  lights  impart 
to  you  that  wifdom  that  cometh  from  above, 
that  is  pure,    and  full  of  good  fruits,  for 
Chrift^s  fake !  § 

AMEN! 


[    3^o    ] 
DISCOURSE     XIV. 

ON      DEATH. 

THE    UNCERTAINTY    OF    THAT    INTERESTING     EVENT, 
AND    THE     PROPER    IMPROVEMENT    OF     IT. 

Matthew  xxiv.  42. 

Watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  zuhat  hour 
your  Lord  will  come, 

JT^HE  end  of  the  world,  and  the  period 
X  of  life,  to  both  which  events  our  Sa- 
viour in  this  pajlage  feems  to  refer,  are 
equally  involved  in  profound  uncertainty  ; 
yet  is  it,  perhaps  of  equal  importance  that 
we  fnould  always  expecl  them,  and  always 
ftand  prepared  to  meet  them.  The  judg- 
ment only  announces  to  the  univerfe  the 
fentence  that  palics  upon  every  foul  at  its 
reparation  from  the  body.  The  uncertain- 
ty of  this  latter  period  on  which  only  I 
wifli,  at  prefent,  to  fix  your  attenlion,  ought 
continually  to  occupy  the  mind  Vv'itli  the 
moil   interellinfT    reiie6iions.      While    the 
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Bridegroom  delays  his  coming,  tliofe  who  are 
in  waiting,  expecting  his  appearance,  fhould 
preferve  their  lamps  trimmed  and  burning: 
and  the  exhortation  wliich  he  addreiTed  to 
the  virgins  in  the  parable  he  addrefles  to 
all — watch,  for  ye  know  not  what  hour  your 
Lord  iviU  come.  Yet  is  there  no  event 
which  men  are  more  prone  to  forget — 
g.;  which  they  fludy  more  to  exclude  from 
their  thouq^hts  than  that  wdiich  is  forever  to 
break  their  ties  with  this  world,  and  to  fix: 
beyond  it  their  immutable  deltiny.  As  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Noah,  in  the  age  before 
the  ?ioodi,fo  fiall  it  be  alfo  in  the  days  of  the 
Son  of  Man,  and  fo  is  it  commonly,  in  the 
cafeof  each  individual,  with  regard  to  that 
filent  and  conilant  flood  that  is  fweeping 
before  it  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth — 
they  did  eat,  they  drank,  they  married  wives, 
they  were  given  in  marriage  Until  the  day 
that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark  :  and  the  flood 
came  and  dejhoycd  them.  all.  Men  are  en- 
gaged in  buhnefs,  or  in  pleafure,  in  the 
plans  of  ambition,  in  the  fcliemes  of  ava- 
rice, in  the  cares  of  fortune,  in  the  purfuit? 
of  amufement,  in  the  whirl  of  folly,  till  ap- 
proaching, by   imperceptible  degrees,  the 
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verge  of  the  grave,  in  one   dreadful  rao= 
ment  of  furprize,  they  plunge  into  it. 

That  v/e  fhail  die,  is  a  truth  fo  nianifeft, 
and  fo  frequently  repeated,  that  it  hath  al- 
moft  ceafed  to  be  felt.  And  the  uncertainty 
of  the  time  of  our  departure  hence,  which 
ought  to  keep  it  ever  prefent  to  our  view, 
is  that  very  circumftance  which  human 
corruption  lays  hold  of  to  make  us  forget 
it  altosrether. 

o 

This  fearful  iincertainiy  (liall  be  the 
zvholejuhjcct  of  our  meditation  at  prefent. 

It  is  a  fubjeft,  however,  fo  frequently 
treated  of,  and  fo  conllantly  prefentcd  to  us 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  providence,  that 
nothing  new,  nothing,  indeed,  that  is  not 
trite  can  now  be  faid  upon  it.  All  that  I 
can  hope  is  to  recall  to  your  memory  a  few 
of  thofe  ideas  which  you  have  heard  a 
thoufand  times  repeated,  and  to  endeavour 
to  give  thenij  if  polTible,  a  new  impreffion 
on  the  heart. 

"  Of  that  hour  knoweth  no  man."  Ac- 
cordingly we  fee  the  feeble  and  the  firong. 
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tlie  humble  and  the  ffre^tt,  the  yoiing^  and 
thofe  in  middle  life,  infancy  and  age  min- 
gled promifcuoully  in  the  dud.  Death 
equally  (Irikes  at  all  ;  and  every  moment 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  fliould  be  re- 
garded as  the  pofiible  moment  of  our  own 
departure.  Men  are  furprifed  in  the  midft 
of  buhnefs.  in  the  midft  of  pleafure,  in  the 
midli  of  the  mod  firm  health,  in  the  midft 
of  the  flattering  profpe6ls  of  •  fortune 
that  are  opening  round  them — taken  in  the 
moments  when  they  are  leaft  thoughtful, 
and,  in  their  own  apprehenfionSj  the  farth- 
eft  from  dang^er. 

Life  is  a  fountain  fed  by  a  thoufand 
ftreams  that  perifhes  if  one  be  dried — It  is 
Sifilver  cord  twifted  with  a  thoufand  ftrings 
that  parts  afunder  if  one  be  broken.  Frail 
and  thoughtlefs  mortals  are  furrounded 
by  innumerable  dangers  which  make  it 
much  more  ftrange  that  they  efcape  fo  long 
than  that  they  almoft  all  pcrilh  fuddenly  at 
laft.  We  are  encom.pafied  with  accidents 
ever  ready  to  crufh  the  mouldering  tene- 
ment that  we  inhabit — The  feeds  of  difeafe 
are  planted  in  our  conditution  by  the  hand 
of  naiurc~The  earth  and  the  atm.ofphere. 
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whence  we  drav/  our  life,  are  impregnated 
with  death — Heakh  is  made  to  operate  its 
own  deftruttion — The  food  that  nouriflies 
the  body  contains  the  elements  of  its  decay 
— The  Ibid  that  animate.s  it  by  a  vivifying 
fire  tends  to  wear  it  out  by  its  attion — 
Death  harks  in  ambufh  about  all  our  paths. 

Notwithflanding  this  is  a  truth  fo  palpa- 
ble, and  confirmed  by  daily  examples  before 
our  eyes,  how  lutie  do  w^e  lay  it  to  heart ! 
We  fee  our  friends  and  neighbours  perifhing 
around  us,  but  how  feldom  does  it  occur  to 
our  thoughts  that  our  own  knell,  perhaps, 
fhall  give  the  next  fruitlefs  warning  to  the 
world. 

Would  you  have  a  pi61ure  of  human  fol- 
ly and  inconfideration  ?  Imagine  a  multi- 
tude of  children  blindfold,  and  engaged  in 
thoughtlefs  I'ports,  while  death  is  walkmg  in 
the  midil  of  them  fliakinq;  a  fatal  dart.  He 
pierces  one,  and  then  another  and  another — 
Deftruclion  overtakes  them — their  agonies 
feize  upon  them ;  but  they  know  not 
whence  the  evil  comes.  The  furvivors  are 
aftoniiiied  for  a  moment ;  but,  not  percei- 
ving the  cruel  murderer,  they  play  on,  and 
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the  next  raomenr.  they  are  pierced  them- 
Iclves.  This  is  an  image  of  men.  They 
are  bhnd  to  their  approaching  fate  till  it  has 
overtaken  them.  That  uncertainty  which 
fnould  forever  place  it  before  their  eyes, 
they  make  the  means  of  bani(hing  it  from 
their  thoughts.  All  grounds  are  afuimed 
by  them,  however  contradiclory,  to  fiatter 
themfelves  v/ith  the  delufive  hopes  of  life. 
The  healthy  expeft  to  live,  becaufe  they  do 
not  perceive  in  themfelves  the  fymptoms  of 
decay — The  infirm  expeft  to  live,  becaufe 
their  infirmity  has  become  a  habit — The 
young  expect  to  live,  becaufe  they  have  not 
lived  fo  long  as  others — And  the  old,  be- 
caufe they  have  lived  longer.  Who  ex- 
pects his  laft  ficknefs  till  it  has  overtaken 
him?  Who  of  the  fick  apprehends  he  Ihall 
die  till  his  cafe  has  become  defpefate  ?  And, 
even  in  the  laft  agonies,  frequently,  does  he 
not  look  to  find  fome  ftired  of  hope,  becaufe 
life  is  ftill  poihble  ? — Oh  !  fatal  deceiver  ! 
that  forever  blinds  the  finner  and  cheats 
him  of  his  falvation  !  that  infatuates  him 
with  the  world  and  makes  him  unmindful 
of  his  eternal  ftate  !  that  perfuades  him  to 
trull  to  life,  and  hides  the  importance,  and 
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even  the  certainty   of  dying  in  tlie  uncer- 
tainty of  the  time  of  death! 

If  God,  in  fonie  clear  and  nianifeft  way, 
fiiould  indicate  to  us,  as  he  did  to  Hezekiah, 
the  term  of  our  years,  and  give  us  affur- 
ancethat,  at  fuch  an  appointed  time,  we 
ihould  die,  would  not  that  iixed  period  con- 
tinually occupy  our  minds  P"^*  Could  we  fuf- 
lerittoefcape  a  moment  from  our  thoughts  ? 
Hurried  perpetually  acrofs  the  interval  be- 
tvveen  us  and  that  inllant  that  Ihould  decide 
our  everlafiing  flate,  it  would  appear  too 
ihort  for  the  work  VvC  fhould  have  to  do  in 
it.  The  image  of  death,  forever  prefent, 
would  efface  the  impreiuons  of  the  v/orld — 
it  would  render  iinlawful  pleafures  infipid 
and  difaufling — we  could  feel  no  other  in- 
terells  but  thofe  that  connected  us  with  eter- 
nity.— If  then  death,  leen  at  a  diftance,  but 
at  a  certain  and  determined  period,  would 
fo  alarm,  would  fo  occupy  our  thoughts, 
would  fo  detach  the  heart  from  the  world, 
is  it  not  extreme  folly  to  lliiTer  this  folemn 
and  interefling  event,  now,  that  it  may  ar- 
rive every  moment,  to  (lip  from  our  m.inds :' 

*  MalTiilon. 
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Yet,  fuch  is  the  infatuation  of  men  ! — death, 
tliat  is  ever  at  the  door — death  that  is  rea- 
dy to  furprife  them  at  thole  feafons  when 
they  leaft  think  of  it — death  is  forgotten — 
and  leaves  the  world,  their  paffions,  and 
their  vices  in  full  dominion  in  the  heart. 
Like  the  fool  they  fay,  my  foul!  take  thine 
cafe,  thou  hajl  much  goods  laid  up  jor  many 
years  :  and  becaufe  it  is  not  clearly  and  un- 
equivocally denounced  to  them,  this  rright 
thy  foul  JJiall  be  required  of  thee,  they  live  as 
if  they  were  to  live  here  forever. 

Did  this  uncertainty  regard  merely  the 
time,  the  place,  or  the  manner  of  our  de- 
parture hence,  it  would  be  a  fubjecl  of  com- 
paratively little  moment.  To  a  lincere 
chriftian  whofe  eternal  interefts  are  fecure 
it  can  be  of  fmall  importance  indeed  whe- 
ther he  makes  his  change  now  or  hereafter, 
according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature, 
or  by  fom.e  more  fudden  and  unforefeen  ac- 
cident. In  the  favour  and  proteftion  of 
God  he  is  always  fafe.  \Vhenever  he  leaves 
the  world,  he  is  delivered  from  a  pain- 
ful exile  and  brought,  with  unfpeakable  joy, 
into  the  prefence  of  his  heavenly  Father. — 
If  he  arrives  by  a  lliorter,  or  a  rougher  path 
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than  others,  ftill  he  haftens  home  with  de- 
light, and  the  glorious  recompence  of  his  fi- 
delity makes  him  forget  all  the  dangers  of 
the  way — But  the  dreadful  uncertainty  to 
thofe  who  are  without  God,  and  without  Chrijl 
in  the  world,  is  the  uncertainty  of  tireir  falva- 
tion. — Eternal  happinefs,  and  eternal  mife- 
ry  are  placed  at  the  end  of  their  courfe,  and, 
as  yet,  they  know  not  which  fh all  be  their 
portion.  Onwards  they  are  prefTing through 
a  fhort  and  doubtful  pilgrimage,  blindfold, 
and  carelefs  of  the  deilmy  that  is  before 
them.  Ah  !  my  brethren  ! — what  is  it  you 
leave  in  this  fearful  (late  of  doubt  ?  The 
immortal  intevefts  of  your  fouls  ! — You 
ftand  between  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  it  is 
not  yet  decided  whether,  v/ith  Lazarus,  you 
fhall  be  borne  by  angels  into  Abrahams  bojom, 
and  the  eternal  manfions  of  the  bleffed,  or, 
with  the  rich  fmner,  you  Ihall  hnk  down  to 
unquenchable  burnings  v/hence  you  fhall  lift 
your  eyes  in  vain  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  be- 
ing in  torments.  You  are  haftcning  to  eter- 
nity— Concerns  of  infinite,  and  evcrlalling 
confcquence  hang  on  one  brief,  uncertain 
moment.  Is  this  a  fituation  in  which  you 
can  poffefs  your  fouls  in  tranquility  ?  Can 
you  compofe  yourfclves  to  peace,  and  com- 
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mit  your  immortal  happinefs  to  hazard  ? 
Can  any  zeal,  can  any.  labours  be  too  great 
to  eftablilh  it  upon  folid  and  immoveable 
foundations  ?  and  to  (hed  upon  your  laft 

moments  the  blefTed  light  of  hope  ? Oh  ! 

remember  that  this  is  not  like  the  common 
uncertainties  of  life  in  which  we  may  learn 
leffons  of  wifdom  and  prudence  from  our 
errors  themfelves,  and  time  may  enable  us 
to  repair  the  eifefts  of  pad  mifcarriages — 
rnifcarriac^e  here  is  irretrievable — the  defti- 

nies  of  eternity  are  unchangeable. God, 

v/ho  is  the  fovereign  arbiter  of  the  times 
and  allotments  of  men  aingns  to  fome  a 
longer,  to  others  a  fnorter  period — but,  to 
none  does  he  ever  permit  a  repetition,  or  a 
prolongation  of  their  trial.  Death  is  the 
point  that  fixes  their  ilate  for  eterMty. — 
According  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body 
they  fliall  be  judged.  All  their  works  prefs 
round  the  foul  in  that  im.portant  and  deci- 
five  moment,  and  follow  her  to  the  great 
tribunal.  If  they  have  been  evil,  no  rcfource, 
no  hope  remains.  On  (lie  mud  go  to  her 
deiliny.  Neither  prayers,  nor  tears,  nor 
vows,  nor  the  anguifh  of  perifliing  guilt  can 
chaneC;  or  fufpend  the  fatal  decree. 
Zz 
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When  we  rcile6l,  then,  on  the  extreme  un- 
certamty  of  life,  and  the  infinite  importance 
of  dying  well,  what  can  juftify  that  impru- 
dent,   that  unaccountable  forgetfulnefs   of 
death  in  which  the  great  mafs  of  mankind 
feem  profoundly  buried?  My  young  friends  1 
do  you  rely  upon  your  youth,  as   if  jufl 
entering  on  the  morning  of  life,  they  had  a 
long  day  before  them,   and  ample  time  ta 
indulge  in  pleafure  ?  Ah !  youth  is  a  ten- 
der flower  that  often  decays  as  foon  as  it  is 
blown.     The   tendernefs   and    delicacy   of 
the  human  frame  in  this  period,  its  pafhons^ 
its  exceffeSjits  indifcretions,  its  inexperience 
render  it  more  expofed  than  any  other  age 
to  fatal  accidents.     Do  you  trull  to  the  vi- 
gor of  your  health?  Not  to  mention  how 
often  Vv^e  have  {ddn  habitual  decrepitude  and 
infirmity  wrapped  in  the  fame  thoughtlelT- 
nefs  of  their  approaching  change,  what  is 
health  but  a  vapour  fcattered  by  the  light- 
eft  breath  ?  What  is  vigor' but   augmented 
fuel  for  the  mod  violent  diforders  ?  How 
often   have   we   ^Qtw    the    moft   luxuriant 
ftrength  fuddenly  fali'under.the  all-deftroy- 
ing  fcythe  of  death,  as  if  God  had  mowed 
it  down  on  purpofc  to  (licw  how  little  w£ 
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ouf^lit  to  confide  in  it?  If  it  vrere  more  du- 
rable  than  it  is,  what  is  the  longeil  hfe  al- 
lotted to  man  but  a  liafty  vifion  that  ilies 
like  a  dream,  as  rapid,  and  ahr.ofl:  as  unfab- 
itantial  ?  Nay,  what  is  the  whole  fucceiTion 
of  ages  fince  the  commencement  of  time  ia 
which  generations  and  empires  have  ap- 
peared and  paifed-  away  like  phantoms 
gliding  over  the  ftage  p  In  relation  to 
eternity,  and  the  great  work  which  we  havCv 
to  fuLRi  for  eternity,  how  (hort  !^ Antici- 
pated time  feems  long  to  the  young  and  in- 
experienced, as  if  they  had  hours  and  days, 
and  years  to  fpare  ;  but,  when  it  comes  to 
a  clofe,  and  they  look  back  upon  it,  it  ap- 
pears, as  a  moment,  as  a  point,  as  nothing — 
it  is  vanifned,  and  its  duties,  perhaps,  re- 
main unfulhlled.  Life  is  Fiucluatino-  vrith 
perpetual  uncertainty,  and  is  haRening  to 
lofe  itfelf  in  eternity.  Vain  mortals  are 
borne  down  the  ilream  of  time  as  on  the 
bofom  of  a  mighty  river  on  which  they  in., 
ceflantly  difappear  and  fucceed  one  ano- 
ther in  the  midil  of  its  tempefluous  vraves. 
At  no  m.omentare  they  fecure — they  ouglit 
therefore  to  be  always  prepared  for  an 
event  that  every  moment  mny  furprize 
them.    Watchj  therefore,  for  yc  kncxv  n&i'her 
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the  day  nor  the  hour  loherein  the  fun  of  man 
comeih. 

This  iniunclion  of  cur  blelled  Lord  to 
watch  for  his  coming,  may  imply  the  faith- 
ful cultivation,  and  the  a6live  difcharge  of 
all  the  duties  that  are  incumbent  upon  us 
both  as  men  and  chriilians.  Univerfal  ho- 
linefs  in  hibit,  and,  as  far  as  poliible,  in  act 
is  tlie  bed  preparation  to  meet  our  Supreme 
Judge.  But,  it  is  particularly  dcfigned  to 
inculcate  profound  and  habitual  rciletlion 
on  our  mortality,  and  on  the  fliortnefs  and 
and  uncertainty  of  life.  No  exercife  can 
Icrve  iviore  powerfully  to  detach  the  heart 
iVom  the  world,  and  to  fanfciify  its  affeftions. 
The  intereils  of  time  which,  when  viewed 
alone,  are  apt  to  feduce  man  from  his  cre- 
ator, lofe  their  dangerous  importance  when 
brought  into  near  and  clofe  comparifon 
\:\l]\  eternity — pride  is  humbled  and  morti- 
fied when  w^e  look  into  the  duft  which  is  at 
once  our  origin,  and  our  end — revenge  is 
extinguiflied  when  vre  look  up  to  the  bar  of 
God  where  our  enemies  and  wefnail  fliortly 
be  judged  together — ni  the  grave  are 
quenched  the  flames  of  all  impure  and  fen- 
iiial  defires.---The  profpe61  of  death,  there- 
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fore,  fnould  be  continually  before  the  mind. 
It  {hoLild  mino;le  its  idea  aioncj  Vidtb  all  the 
views  and  plans  of  life  to  render  them  tem- 
perate and  fober — with  all  our  occupations 
and  engagements  in  the  world  to  regulate, 
and  give  them  a  jufl  diredtion — and  even 
^^'ith  ail  our  pleallires  and  amuremenis  to 
challen  and  correal  them. 

The  children  of  mirih  and  folly,  and 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  lived  only  to  pleafe 
themfelves,  will,  perhaps,  cfleem  this  an 
auftere  and  gloomy  morality.  Thefe  me- 
lancholy reileclions  v/ould  poifon  to  them 
all  the  happinefs  of  life.  To  fafiiionable 
dilfipations,  and  to  thoughtlcfs  levity,  I  con- 
fefs,  they  v.ill  not  be  very  friendly.  But, 
to  enable  us  to  live  in  the  world  as  reafona- 
ble  men,  and  as  chriRians,  nothing  will  con- 
tribute more  than  to  remember  our  latter 
end — and  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  life, 
nothing  vvill  add  more  than  the  hope  of  im- 
mortality beyond  the  grave. If  death  is 

formidable,  it  is  guilt  only  that  makes  it  fo  : 
and  this  is  a  new  jeafon  for  cheriiliin<T  the 
idea,  and  improving  it  to  a  pious  uie.  It 
lofes  its  terrors  when  we  are  able  to  look 
upon  it  vriih  a  good  confciencc.     It  is  not 
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merely  the  pain  of  dying  from  which  na- 
ture (brinks,  nor  the  horror  of  forfaking  a 
world  which  can  have  few  charms  to  tliofe 
^vho  have  experienced  its  vanity,  its  malig- 
nity,its  infmcerity — it  is  the  apprehenfion  of 
divine  juftice— it  is  the  awful  holinefs  of 
God,  in  whofe  prefence  the  confcious  foul  is 
about  to  appear,  that  fills  it  with  alarm. — 
Purify  the  heart,  and  you  will  fee  with  tran- 
quility your  change  approach.  How  many 
holy  men  have  met  it,  not  with  confidence 
only,  but  with  triumph  ?  What,  indeed,  has 
a  rood  man  to  fear?  Death  robs  him  of 
nothinsi: ;  for  he  is  alreadv  mortified  to  the 
world — nay,  death  brings  him  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  all  that  is  moil  dear  to  him  ;  for 
his  trcafi^ire  is  in  Heaven.  It  is  but  the 
gate  to  eternal  reft  already  bleft  and  fan61i- 
lied  by  his  Saviour's  paflage  through  it. — 
But,  if  it  is  an  objeft  of  terror  to  you,  will  it 
be  lefs  fo,  by  your  not  having  thought  of  it, 
and  prepared  to  meet  it  ?  Can  you,  by  re- 
fufing  to  think,  delay  the  fatal  iiroke  ?  No, 
death  is  advancing  with  a  fure  but  filent 
pace — liC  v;ill  ftrike  at  the  appointed  time  ; 
and  not  to  have  forefeen  the  blow  v^ill  only 


aggravate  its  norrors. 
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What  ufeful  leflbns,  then,  are  taught  us 
by  the  preceding  reflefciions  ?  One  moll  im- 
portant is  tofet  our  affedlions  on  the  things 
that  are  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth 
— to  life  this  xoorld  as  not  ahujing  it,  knoivivg 
ihat  thefajliion  of  the  world  pojjeth  away. 

Why  do  we  forget  eternal  interePts  only 
to  place  our  hearts  on  thofe  vain  things  that 
to-morrov/  are  about  to  perifli  forever  ? 
To  the  cold  and  filent  nations  of  the  dead 
what  are  the  riches,  the  honors,  the  plea- 
fu res  that  once  occupied  all  their  cares^ 
and  formed  the  objects  of  their  inceffant 
toils  ?  What  will  they  fnortly  be  to  us  ? 
Nothing  on  earth  is  durable — all  things  are 
hailening  to  corruption  by  a  rapid  and  ne- 
cefiTary  progrefs.  Where  are  thofe  proud 
monuments  of  human  greatnefs  that  once 
boafted  a  duration  that  would  be  coeval 
with  time  iifelf?  W^hcre  is  the  vaft  fuccef- 
fion  of  empires  that  once  filled  the  earth 
with  their  glory  and  their  crimes  ?  Swept 
from  the  face  of  the  glebe,  they  have  not 
left  a  veiiige  behind  them  of  their  fancied 
grandeur,  except  tlie  fe\v  faint  traces  that 
hiRory  has  gathered  from  the  v/recks  of 
lime,      If  fo   many    nations   have   vaniiii- 
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,  ed — if  all  tlicir  fplendor,  ilieir  tamult, 
their  bufy  cares,  their  noify  mirth,  their  paf- 
fions,  their  intrigues,  their  fellies,  and  their 
crimes  have  palled  away  like  a  dream,  and 
are  funk  in  eternal  oblivion,  what  is  the  nar- 
row fpan  of  human  life  ?  And  where  (hall 
lliortly  be  all  thofe  vain  and  tranhent  thino-s 
that  now  occupy  our  thoughts,  and  abforb 
our  hearts  ?    Ths  places  that  knovj  us  nozv, 

Jliall  know  us  no  more  forever — the  objects 
that  now  engage  us  (hall  be  left  to  am.ufe 
and  cheat  the  folly  of  other  times.  No- 
thing will  remain  to  us  but  what  we  have 
done  for  God,  for  the  foul,  for  eternitv 
What  madnefs  is  ir  then  to  w'afte  our  time, 
and  our  cares  on  thefe  perifhing  poffelfions, 
while  v/e  negleft  inlerefts  of  higher  and 
everlafting  moment  P  In  fpite  of  all  the 
proofs  of  their  vanity  which  w^e  have  every 
day  before  our  eyes  in  the  death  of  our  com- 
panions, our  neighbors,  and  our  friends 
Ihall  we  fiill  fet  our  hearts  upon  them  as 
our  chief  good  ?  Nay,  frequently,  in  the 
death  of  others,  (liali  we  think  only  of  the 
means  we  derive  from  it  of  improving  cur 
ow^n  fortune  ?  Inllead  of  being  mortihed  to 
the  world,  and  being  led  by  it  to  ferious  and 
fober  thoughtfulnefs  on  our  ovv'n  (late,  (hall 
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we  fecretly  exult  at  it,  and  ufe  it  only  to 
form  new  plans  of  life,  new  projecis  of 
ambition,  nev/  fchemes  of  pleafure  ?  Alas ! 
from  the  horrors  and  the  aihes  of  the  tomb 
fhali  thofe  fparks  come  forth  that  rekmdie 
our  lulls  with  new  ardor  !"  On  its  moul- 
dering ruins  (hall  v/e  attempt  to  build  our 
own  liability  and  glory  ! 

Finally,  let  the  uncertainty  of  life  urge  up- 
on every  hearer,  and  efpecially  on  the  young 
who  are  mod  prone  to  prefume  upon  time, 
a  fpeedy  and  earned  concern  for  Lae  things 
that  belong  to  their  peace.  In  te  reds  of  infi- 
nite moment  demand  your  attention — the 
time  preiTes — and  will  you,  like  Felix  poft- 
pone  them  to  a  period  that  may,  probably, 
never  arrive  ?  ''  Behold,  now  is  the  accept- 
ed time,  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falva- 
tion."  God  affords  you  the  prefent  inifant 
to  feek  his  mercy,  the  next  is  with  him. — 
One  moment  of  grace  only  is  certainly 
yours,  and  do  you  need  entreaties  and  re- 
monilrances  to  urge  you  to  put  it  to  profit? 
Alas !  almofl  all  men  have  loft  that  pre- 

*  MaffiUon. 
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cious  moment  by  delay.  They  promifed 
themfelves  hereafter  to  repent ;  but  death 
cut  (hort  their  hopes  and  refolutions  in  the 
niidft.  And  ^vill  you,  ingenuous  youth  ! 
in  the  fpring  of  life,  in  the  morning  of  an 
eternal  bein^,  with  this  fearful  and  initru6t- 
ive  example  before  your  eyes,  be  guilty  of 
the  fame  fatal  error,  and  blafl  ail  the  prof- 
peds  of  immortality  ?  Watch,  tlievcjore,for 
ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  -ucherein 
the  Son  0/  Man  comcih.  Haflen  to  the  door 
of  mercy  while  it  is  open  ;  for,  if  your  Lord 
fhall  come  and  find  you,  like  the  foolifii 
virgins,  fleeping  and  unready,  it  fhall  be 
forever  and  inexorably  clofed.  Similar 
warnings,  I  kno\v%  have  been  a  thoufand 
times  given  you  from  the  word  of  God,  and 
perhaps  a  thoufand  times  forgotten.  Shall 
this  at  lad:  prove  equally  fruitlefs  ?  It  is  in 
vain,  O  God  !  that  mortals  fpeak.  Do 
thou  thyfelf  arreft  the  fugitive  and  giddy 
thoughts  that  efcape  from  every  imprelhon 
we  would  fix  upon  them.  Penetrate  !  Oh  ! 
penetrate  w^ith  deep  and  efifeciual  convic- 
tion the  fecure  and  infenfible  heart !  Thine 
is  the  work  Almighty  God!  Pluck  thefe 
precious  pledges  of  their  parent's  love  from 
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everlajling  burnings.  To  thine  infinite  mer- 
cies we  commit  them  !  Gather  the  lambs  in 
thine  arms,  and  bring  them  to  thy  heaven- 
ly fold  ! 

AMEN ! 


[    3Bo    ] 
DISCOURSE    XV. 


ON    THE    LAST    JUDGMENT.* 


arrXr^^^Xm 


Acts  xvii.  31. 

He  hath  appointed  a  day  wherein  he  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteoiijnejs  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained,  whercoj  he  hath 
given  ajfurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he 
hath  raijed  him  from  the  dead. 

THE  final  judgment  is  an  event  the  mofh 
fublime,  the  moil  awful,  and  interefl- 
ing  that  (hall  take  place  from  the  com- 
inencement  till  the  confummation  of  time. 
The  everiafting  deflinies  of  angels  and  of 
Kien  (liall  be  decided  by  the  fupreme  Judge 
arrayed  in  all  the  fplendors  of  omnipotence, 
and  feated  amidii  the  [laming  ruins  of  the 

*  Th  plan  ef  this  difcourfe  nvas  fuggejled  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod of  life,  by  one  of  Mr.  Durand's  on  the  fame  fuhjeil.  It  beirig 
long,  bovjever,Jince  I  have  read  his  fsrr7io72s,  a  great  part  of 'which 
I  have  unfortunatdy  loji,  I  am  not  able  to  make  any  references  to 
particular  paJJ'ages  ivhich  on  my  general principki  I  I'JOiild  fthfr- 
ivife  probably  have  done. 
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univerfe.  If  one  ray  of  the  divine  glory  over- 
whelmed Mofes,  ahuoO:  confunried  Ifaiah, 
deranged,  for  a  moment,  the  faculties  of 
the  difciples  on  the  mount  of  trans  Hgura- 
tion,  robbed  Paul  of  the  powers  of  vifion, 
and  ftruck  him,  and  his  companions  to  the 
earth  like  dead  men,  what  will  be  the  full 
difplay  of  that  dreadful  magnificence  with 
which  the  Eternal  will  appear  to  deltroy  the 
prefent  fyflem,  and  to  announce  to  finners 
and  to  faints  the  irreverfible  decrees  of  his 

juftice  ! But,  it  is  not  merely  the  fplen- 

dor  of  the  tribunal,  the  grandeur  of  the 
fcene  that  furrounds  it,  nor  the  glories  of 
thejudae  which,  on  this  fubjeft,  ought  to 
arrelf  oiil:.attention.  .^-e  have  a  flill  more 
important  intereil  in  the  irrevocable  deci- 
fions  that  fliall  then  be  pronounced  upon 
mankind — decifions  that  ihall  take  their  co- 
lour from  our  condu6l  in  the  prefent  life — 
decifions  founded  in  eternal  truth  and  juf- 
tice — decifions  that  (hall  place  our  deftiny, 
beyond  die  p^ower  of  change,  in  hopelefs 
mifery,  or  in  everlafting  felicity. 

One  of  the  moft  inftruftive  and  aftectinsr 
truths  in  the  whole  compafs  of  revelation 
is,  that  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in  xvhich  he 
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xcill  judge  the  world  in  righteoitjnejs.  What 
confideration  ought  to  poiTefs  more  power- 
ful influence  over  human  condu6t?  What 
can  be  more  calculated  to  infpire  men  with 
a  holy  folicitude  to  approve  themfelves  to 
God  whojudgeth  the  heart?  It  is  with  a 
view  to  promote  this  pradicai  improvement 
of  a  truth  fo  interelting  that  I  have  cholen 
to  offei:  it  to  you  at  prefent  as  the  fubjed: 
of  your  meditations. 

But  I  dare  not  attempt  to  reprefent  the 
grandeur  and  fublimity  of  that  fcene — I 
iiiould  only  impair  it.  I  limit  my  view  to 
ideas  more  fnnple,  and,  perhaps,  more  ufe- 
ful — to  illuilrate  thofe  characters  of  the 
judgment  fuggeRed  in  the  text — its  certainty 
— its  univeriality — its  equity — and  the  glo- 
ry of  the  judge — For,  of  this,  faith  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  he  hath  given  ajfiirance  unto  all 
men  that — he  wiH  judge  the  world — he  will 
judge  it  in  rightcoufnejs — he  will  judge  it  by 
that  man  xvhoin  he  hath  ordained.  You  have 
thus  before  you  the  whole  plan  that  I  pro- 
pofe  to  myfeif  in  the  following  difcourfe. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  I  fiiall  endeavour  to 
cPi.iblilh  the  certainty   of  the  do6lrine  that 
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God  will,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  world,  appear  to  judge  it,  and 
to  aiTign  to  the  righteous  and  wicked  their 
refpe6tive  rewards  in  happinefs,  or  in  mi- 
fery. 

I  have  no  need  to  purfue  this  argument- 
in  detail  before  an  affembly  nurfed  and  edu- 
cated in  the  belief  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  the  hope  of  immortality.  I  ihall,  there- 
fore, only  recall  to  your  minds,  v;ith  the 
greateft  brevity,  the  grounds  on  v/hich  it 
reds,  that  its  evidence  may  give  a  flronger 
impreihon  to  thofe  important  and  pratrical 
truths  that  are  effentially  connefted  with  it. 
For  this  end,  I  purpofe  to  exhibit  to  you,  in 
the  firll  place,  fome  of  the  prefumptions  in 
favour  of  this  doftrine  which  wc  derive 
from  reafon,  and  the  general  ilate  of  the 
world,  before  I  appeal  to  the  irrefiilible  au- 
thority of  the  facred  writings. 

An  argument,  of  no  inconfiderable  force, 
for  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment  arifes 
from  the  teftim-ony,  if  I  may  call  it  fo,  of 
human  nature — that  is,  the  concurrence  of 
all  nations  in  the  belief  and  expeftation  of 
this  great  event.     We  find  it  under  ictsiq 
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form  or  other  entering  into   the  religious 
fyilems  of  the  moil  civilized,  and  the   mod 
barbarous   people.*     It   is   written   in  the 
whole  hiftory  of  man.     Whence  this  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage  to  a  doclrine  fo  terrible  in  it- 
felf,  and  that  contains  fo  little  to  invite  the 
world  to  embrace  it.-^  From  one,  or,  per- 
haps, from   all   of  the   following   caules   it 
feems  probably  to  have  arifen.     From  an 
original  con^.munication  made  by  the  Crea- 
tor to  the  father  of  the  race,  from  whom 
tradition  has  conveyed  it  to  all  his  poilerity 
from   the  necefl.  ry  influence  of  this  truth 
— on  the  order,  and  happinefs  of  fociety— or 
from  a  naiive  and  indelible  imprefiion  on 
the  human  heart,  which  connects  the  fenti- 
ment  of  the  juflice  with  that  of  the  exiilence 
of  the  deity.     Each  of  thefe  ideas  involves  a 
new  and  important  confirmation  of  the  truth 
of  the  doftrine.    Tradition,  indeed,  has  often 

*  It  was  taught  by  the  Bramlns  of  India,  by  the  Magi  of 
Perfia,  by  the  Druids  of  Gaul,  and  in  the  Colleges  of  Egypt 
and  Chaldea.  It  is  difcovered  even  among  the  uncultivated 
natives  of  America.  And  no  one  can  be  ignorant  that  the 
popular  mythology  of  Greece  and  Rome  contained  the  ele- 
ments of  a  truth  {o  grand  and  intereRing,  in  th''  tribunal  of 
Minos,  in  the  happy  fields  of  Elyfium  the  feats  of  perpetual 
delights  to  pure  and  innocent  fouls,  and  in  the  dreadful  abyfs 
of  Tartarus,  its  wheels,  its  vultures,  its  fiames  and  the  a- 
venging  fuiics  that  were  fuppofcd  to  perfecute  the  guilty. 


^'^. 
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clothed  it  in  vague  and  fanciful  forms — it 
appears  in  a  juil  and  confident  light  only 
in  the  facred  icriptures. 

In  addition  to  the  proofs  drawn  from  the 
hiftory  and  mythology  of  nations,  we  derive 
others  from  certain  original  and  univerfal 
fentiments  of  human  nature.  Ail  men  have 
a  feeling  of  right  and  wrong  in  human  con- 
duct— vice  is  ufually  followed  by  compunc- 
tion and  fear — guilt  is  accompanied  with  a 
fecret  conviclion  of  deferved  punifhment. — 
Whence  thefe  ideas,  if  we  are  not  amenable 
to  a  law  ?  If  we  are  not  accountable  to  a 
Supreme  Judge  ?  Such  a  law  there  is — vre 
fee  it  written  on  the  face  of  nature — it  is  in- 
fcribed  on  the  whole  order  of  orovidence — 
we  feel  it  imprefied  on  fhe  heart  of  man. 
Theyjlicw,  faith  the  apoIUe,  the  work  of  the 
law  written  in  their  hccirts,  the  confcience 
attefling  it  by  its  clear  and  powerful  evi- 
dence, their  thoughts,  while  they  are  acling, 
accvjing,  or  excujing  their  own  concli'M.— 
Confcience,  like  a  faithful  friend,  is  contin- 
ually reminding  a  good  man  of  the  infptc- 
tiQn  and  approbation  of  his  Maker  and 
Judge.     But;  to  tlie  guihv.  it  often  appears 
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like  a  boding  fpeclre  pointing  to  the  lafl  tri- 
bunal. Are  then  thefe  fentiments  vain  ? 
Do  they  conduft  to  no  end  ?  Do  they  point 
to  no  truth  ?  Has  God  formed  the  nature 
of  man  with  no  dchgn  ?  Or,  are  all  his  feel- 
ings only  the  artful  Iprings  of  a  delufive  me- 
chanifm  ?  No — -they  are  founded  in  truth. — 
I'hey  lead  us  to  the  mod  ferious  of  all 
truths — thod  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in 
which  he  zoill  J udge  the  zooiid  in  righteouf- 
ncfs.^' 

The  fame  principle  refults  from  the  par- 
tial and  unequal  diftribution  of  apparent 
juflice  which  takes  place  in  the  courfe  of 
providence.  Although  reafon  clearly  in- 
dicates that  God  muil  be  the  moral  as  well 
as  phifical  governor  of  the  univerfe,  yet  we 
look  in  vain,  in  this  life,  for  that  complete 
difcrimination  of  characlers,  and  for  that 

*  Every  general fintlmsnt  of  human  nature  points  to  truth. 
The  weaknels  of  reafon  often  renders  us  liable  to  error  in 
the  dedu(5tions  which  it  draws  from  them ;  yet,  at  bottom 
tliey  are  always  connected  with  what  is  true  and  right.  In 
morals,  the  general  feuilrnents  of  ma7Sind  are  the  genuine 
foundations  of  virtue,  and  the  chief  cement  of  fociety.  They 
are  forever  leading  man  back  to  his  duty  in  fpite  of  the 
force  of  his  paiTions,  of  the  miftakcs  of  reafon,  and  the  er- 
rors of  tlicorv. 
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clear  and  unqueflionable  apportionment  of 
re^varcls  and  punilhraents  according  to  de- 
fert  which  we  ought  to  expeft  in  the  go- 
vernment of  a  riahteous  and  holy  God. — 
Hov/  often  do  we  fee  vice  triumphant,  and 
virtue  opprelfed  ?  Injuflice  and  fraud  grow 
ffreat  on  the  ruins  of  unfufpeftino;  confi- 
dence  ?  Seduftion  ficuridi,  while  betrayed 
and  plundered  innocence  is  abandoned  to- 
deftraftion,  or  perpetual  tears  ?  What  ri- 
vers of  blood  have  been  flied  by  the  mur- 
derous hands  of  ambitious  tyrants  ?  And 
how  few  of  them  have  been  arrelled,  like 
Belihazzar,  by  a  fentence  from  Heaven,  and 
in  the  midft  of  their  impious  pleafures,  and 
their  imaginary  glory,  have  paid  the  for- 
feit of  their  crimes  ?  On  the  other  haiid^ 
do  you  not  fee  them  adorned  with  triumphs, 
crowned  with  glory,  and  their  crimes  them- 
felves  confecrated  for  virtues,  and  eterniz- 
ed in  hiilory  ?  Where  do  we  find  in  thefe 
events  the  equity  of  providence  ?  That 
rigorous  juftice  in  tlie  divine  adminiRration 
Vv'hich  reafon,  and  the  fentiments  of  nature 
force  us  to  afcribe  to  God?  Sentiments 
original,  native,  indeliible — Sentiments  that 
\vc  can  no  more  tear  from  us  than  our  own 
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exiilence — Sentiments  not  infpired  by  edu- 
cation— not  formed  by  men — not  -^jlfftten, 
like  the  variable  lav/s  of  nations,  on  brafs 
and  marble,  that  are  corrupted  by  time, 
but  engraven,  by  the  finger  of  the  Creator 
in  tlie  bottom  of  our  being,  and  eternal  as 
the  foul.  If  thefe  fentiments,  then,  are 
fountains  of  truth — if  they,  conduct  us,  Vv-ith- 
out  obfcurity,  to  certain  and  deraoniirable? 
conclufions,  ought  we  not  to  expe6l  that 
divine  jufiice  will,  at  feme  period,  vindicate 
the  zvays  of  Gad  to  man  P  and  that,  after  this 
raixed  (late  of  difcipline  which  is  neceffary 
to  try,  and  to  form  the  infinite  variety  of 
human  characlers  for  a  fuperior  condition 
of  exiilence,  there  Vv'ill  reign  a  clear,  deci- 
ded, ond  eternal  juflice  in  a  future  world  ? 
Thus,  the  diftates  of  reafon  refer  us  to  a  fu- 
ture judgment,  and  to  a  final  and  righteous 
decilion  of  the  everlafting  fiates  of  men. 

o 

But,  the  chrillian  refis  not  his  belief  of 
this  truth  on  the  probabilities  of  reafon, 
hov/ever  flrong,  but  on  the  infallible  evi- 
dence of  divine  revelation.  "  God  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the 
world  in  righteoufnefs,  by  that  man  whom 
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he.  hath  ordained,  whereof  he  hath  given 
ajjiil^f^e  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  rail- 
ed him  from  the  dead."  The  evidence  of 
this  doftrine,  therefore,  reils  upon  the  fame 
bafis  v/ith  the  evidence  of  chriltianity.  The 
infallible  word  refers  to  it  in  many  allegories 
and  parables — afferts  it  in  exprefs  declara- 
tions— its  whole  f)  (tern  of  duties,  promifes, 
and  threatcnings  neceifarily  implies  it. 

Of  many  parables  fpoken  by  our  blef- 
fed  Lord  that  obvioufiy  point  to  this  great 
and  awful  event,  let  me  recal  to  you  only 
that  of  the  tares  fown  in  the  field  alonjj  with 
the  good  feed,*  which  he  interprets  himfelf 
— "  He  that  foweth  the  good  feed  is  the 
Son  of  Man — the  field  is  the  w^orid — ^"the 
c^ood  feed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom, 
but  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wick- 
ed one — the  harvefl  is  the  end  of  the  world 
— and  the  reapers  are  the  angels.  As, 
therefore,  the  tares  are  gathered  and  burnt  in 
the  fire,  fo  (hall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world. 
The  Son  of  Man  fliall  fend  forth  his  angels, 
and  they  fliall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all 
things  that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniqui- 

^  Matthew  j'v'u  24,  &c.  37 — 42^ 


390  On  the  Lajl  JudgmenL 

ty,  and  (ball  caft  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire 
— there  fliall  be  wailmg  and  gnalhing  of 
teeth." 

Of  this  fearful  day  there  are,  alfo,  many 
Pirong  and  explicit  declarations  throughout 
the  word  of  God.  "  The  heavens,  and  the 
earth,  faith  the  apoille  Peter,  are  kept  in 
fiore,  referved  unto  fire  againft  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."* 
And  ''  Chriit  is  ordained  to  be  the  judge  of 
the  quick  and  the  dcad."t  Even  the  hgns 
and  fore-runners  of  that  day  are  diflin6tly 
pointed  out — the  earth JJiall  bejiiaken  to  its 
fou  ndations — thx  Jlars  Jliatl  fall  from  heaven 
— the  funjhodl  be  turned  into  darknefs  and 
the  moon  into  blood,  and  the  pozcers  of  the  hea- 
vens JJiall  be  fiiaken.  In  the  midli:  of  this 
univerfal  terror  and  coniiernation,  "  the 
Lord  fliall  defcend  from  heaven  with  afiiout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  arch-angel,  and  the 
trump  of  God,"J  and  before  him  fhall  be 
gathered  all  nations.^  Hov7  awful  then  is 
the  certainty  of  that  day  when  thejccrets  of 

*  2  Peter  iii.  7. 

f  A(fts  X.  42. 

X  I  Their,  iv.   16. 

)j  Matthew  x.\v.  32. 
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all  hearts  Jhall  be  revealed,  and  the  eternai- 
dates  of  all  men  fhall  be  determined ! 

I  proceed  to  illullrate  the  remaining  char- 
afters  of  the  judgment  fuggeiled  by  the  a- 
poftle  in  the  text — its 2imverfality — itsright' 
coujnefs — and  the  glory  of  the  judge. 

II.  Its  univerfality  embraces  all  men  and 
all  their  a61ions. 

"  And  I  faw,  faith  John,  a  great  white 
throne,  and  him  that  fat  upon  it,  from  whofe 
face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away, 
and  there  was  no  place  for  them..  And  I 
faw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great  iland  before 
God.  And  the  fea  gave  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  it,  and  death  and  the  grave  deliver- 
ed up  the  dead  which  were  in  them."^*  *'A11, 
faith  the  apoflle  of  the  Gentiles,  muft  ap- 
pear before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrili't — 
prmces  and  conquerors  of  the  earth  who 
thought  that  all  power  and  judgment  was 
committed  to  their  hands,  as  well  as  the  in- 
numerable crowd  of  their  fubjefts  or  their 

*    Rev.  XX.  II,  12,  13. 

f  Romans  xiv.  lo. 
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flaves — the  infant  who  has  juft  looked  into 
the  world,  and  then  clofed  its  eyes  upon  it 
forever,  as  w^ell  as  thofe  w^ho  have  moved  in 
its  aftive  fcenes,  and  have  a  train  of  works 
to  follow  them  to  the  tribunal — the  count- 
lefs  myriads  that  in  all  time  have  peopled 
the  earth  from  the  hrft  man  to  the  youngell 
of  his  fons,  all  (hall  appear  in  one  vail  af- 
fembly.  What  an  alfonifliing  fpeftacle  ! 
What  grandeur  does  it  add  to  the  folemni- 
ty  of  the  judgment!  The  trump  of  God 
re-animates  the  deeping  dull  of  fo  many 
ages,  and  calls  from  their  tombs  the  un- 
numbered armies  of  mankind.  Far  as  the 
eye  can  extend,  you  difcern  the  immenfe 
mafs  agitated  with  hope  and  fear  like  the , 
boundlefs  ocean  in  a  ilorm,  and  moving  like 
fuccelTive  waves  to  the  tribunal  to  render 
their  account  and  receive  their  fentence. — 
There  none  are  too  fmail  to  efcape  the 
penetrating  eye  of  the  judge — none  are 
too  great  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
power.  The  lords  of  the  earth  mingle 
w^ith    their    vaflals    in    an    undillinffuilhed 

o 

crowd.  The  fceptres  with  which  they 
ruled  the  nations — the  thrones  that  boall- 
ed  to  be  eternal — the  infif^nia  of  their  vanitv 


On  the  Lqjl  Judgment.  393* 

— the  monuments  of  their  power — all   are 
crufhed,  and  peri(h  in  the  ruins  of  the  imi- 
verfe — they  are  all  equally  dull  and  allies 
before  the  King  of  \Kings,  and  the  Lord  of 
Lords, 

I  add  that  there  all  the  a-SlIons  of  men,  as 
well  as  men  themfelves,  ihail  be  brouciht 
into  judgment. 

In  that  "  day  God  will  judge  the  fecrets 
of  men  by  Jefus  ChriiL"'*''  And  every  idle 
word  that  men  fliall  fpeak,  they  {hall  give 
account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.'"'!^ 
"  Tlie  Lord  will  ■  bring  to  light  the 
hidden  thuigs  of  darknels,  and  vrill  make 
manifeO:  the  counfels  of  the  heart.'!  ^ 
book  of  remembrance  ,is  zoritten  before  luni  of 
the  whole  hiilory  of  human  life.  Nothing 
can  efcape  from  his  penetrating,  and  omni-^ 
fcient  eye.  Every  covering  tjiat  felf-deceit 
had  thrown  over  the  heart,  (hall  be  pierced 
and  ftripped  off.  And  anions,  thoughts, 
dehgns,  that  had  been  long  loft  from  recol- 
leclion,  ftiall  be  brought  to  light,  and  ailon- 


*   Romans  ii.  iG. 
f  Matthew  vii.  36. 
X   I  Coriuthiaui  iv.  5. 
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i(h  the  mind  with  its  own  forgotten  hiftory. 
The  errors  and  tranfports  of  a  youth  paffed 
aw^ay  in  a  continual  delirium — the  purfuits, 
the  plans,  the  ardent  occupations  of  mid- 
dle life — the  rooted  habits  of  old  age — the 
ufe  we  have  made  of  our  time — the  employ- 
ment of  our  talents — the  excefies  of  our 
paiiions — the  errors  of  our  thoughts — the 
unaccompliihcd  wilhes  of  the  heart—our 
omiffions  of  duty — our  actual  hns — the  fins 
of  others  to  which  w^e  have  unhappily  con- 
tributed, all  fhall  furround,  and  attend  us 
to  the  tribunal,  and  form,  w^ith  regard  to 
the  guilty,  the  bafis  of  its  fearful  decree  ! 
Ah  !  how  profoundly  fhould  we  now  enter 
into  our  own  hearts,  and  fearch  to  the  bot- 
tom, in  order  to  purify  it,  the  unknow^n 
abyfs  of  iniquity  that  is  concealed  there ! 
With  what  rigor  ihould  we  judge  curfelves 
that  we  may  not  be  condemned  wdth  God  ! 
— Unhappy  are  they,  and  in  the  fure  courfe 
to  perdition,  who  fufier  the  guilty  dream 
of  life  to  pafs  away,  without  frequent,  and 
ferious  recolleclion — without  thorough  ex- 
amination and  knowdege  of  their  own  cha- 
ra6ler. — With  infinite  aftoniniment  and 
confufion  of  foul  will  they  firfl  learn  their 
owii  hiitory,  and  their  crimes  at  the  bar  of 
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Heaven,  in  the  moment  when  tliey  are  go- 
ing to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  eiernal 
juflice. 

III.  This  brings  to  view  anotlier,  and 
flill  more  important  chara^Sler  of  the  final 
judgment — God  will  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs. 

This  decifive  trial  fiiall  turn  on  a  full  and 
complete  comparifon  of  the  conduft  of 
men  with  the  divine  law^;  rnd  the  fentence 
of  the  Judge  fiiall  be  that  only  which  the 
law  had  before  pronounced.  *'  I  faw,  f  ith 
John,  the  dead  fmall  and  great  fiand  before 
God  :  and  the  books  were  opened  ;  and 
and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the 
book  of  life  ;  and  the  dead  were  judged  out 
of  thofe  thino-s  which  were  written  in  the 
books,  according  to  their  works.""  The 
books  were  opened — that  is,  fays  an  ingenious 
interpreter,  the  books  of  the  refpeftive  laws 
under  which  they  had  lived,  whether  the 
law  of  nature— the  law  of  patriarchal  re- 
velation— the  law  of  Mofes — or  the  more 
pure  and  perfe6l  law  of  ChriH.     Conforma- 

*  Kcve!at!ons  xx.  12.  &c. 
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bly  to  this  idea  the  apofile  hath  faid,  as 
many  as  have  finned  without  the  loniten 
law,  (hail  perifli  without  that  law,  by  the 
fentence  only  of  the  law  of  nature,  and  as 
many   as  have  finned  in   the  law  fliall    be 

judged  by  the  lavr.'"- Behde  them  fnall 

be  pLicsd  the  book  of  life  the  faidiful  record 
of  human  a61ions  from  the  beginning  oT 
time.  Thus,  on  one  fide,  you  fee  the  laws 
prefcribed  for  the  conduct  of  men  in  the 
books  of  the  refpedive  dijpcnfations  under  which 
they  have  lived ;  on'  the  other,  you  fee  the 
hiitory  of  that  condufcl  contained  in  the 
book  oj  Ife.  There  are  Vvritten  our  privi- 
leges and  opportunities,  our  mercies  and 
corre61ions,  and  the  improvement  or  abufe 
which  we  have  made  of  them — There  are 
written  the  numbers  of  our  years,  of  our 
davs,  of  our  moments,  and  the  duties,  the 
crimes,  the  follies  and  even  the  omiihons 
with  which  they  have  been  filled  up,  or  by 
which  they  have  been  marked.  No  uncer- 
tainty can  exiit,  as  at  hiiraan  tribunals,  corl- 
cerning  the  facts,  more  than  concerning  the 
law.  They  have  aii  been  infcribed,  by  the 
impartial  hand  of  God  himfelf,  in  the  eter- 

*  Romans  ii.  12. 
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nal  books ;  in  which  are  feea  the  caufes 
from  which  they  fprung — the  circumftances 
with  which  they  were  accomp«inied — their 
relations  to  others — and  their  confequences 
to  OLirfelves,  and  to  mankind  to  the  remot- 
efl:  time. 

That  no  form  of  trial  may  be  omitted — 
that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  the  perfecl 
equity  of  the  decifion,  our  condutt  fhall  be 
attefted  by  the  mod  faithful  and  incorrupt- 
ible witnefles.  Chriilians  !  your  prayers, 
your  tears,  your  relf-denials,youra6live  zeal, 
vour  fuccefsful  labours  in  the  caufe .  of 
your  Redeemer,  or  for  the  happinefs  of 
mankind,  (liall  bear  witnefs  for  you  at  the 
bar  of  God.  Our  Saviour  himfeif  points  to 
the  works  of  charity  and  benevolence  per- 
formed by  his  people  as  the  beO:  and  pureft 
evidences  in  that  day  of  their  hncerity  and 
faithfulnefs — '•  For  I  was  hungry,  faith  he, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat — I  was  thirlly,  and  ye 
gave  me  drink — I  was  a  ftranger,  and  ye 
took  me  in — naked  and  ye  clothed  me — 
fick  and  ye  vifited  me — in  prifon  and  ye 
came  unto   me."*     Have  you,   then,  been 

♦  Mat.  .XXV.  35,  36. 
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eyes  to  the  blind,  or  feet  to  the  lame  ?  Have 
you  fed  the  hungry,  or  clothed  the  naked  ? 
Have  you  relieved  the  aiHitled,  and  com- 
forted the  diilreffed  ?  Have  you  inftru^ted 
the  ig-norant,  and  broua[ht  the  errincr  back 
to  the  way  of  truth  and  life  ?  Have  you 
contributed  by  your  difinterelled  liberality, 
or  your  painful  labours — by  your  aftive  in- 
fluence or  your  pious  example,  to  diifufe  a- 
mong  mankind  the  precious  knowledge  of 
divine  truth,  or  to  lend  to  diftant  regions 
the  glorious  light  of  the  gofpel  ?  1  hefe 
bleffed  monuments  of  your  charity  and  zeal 
fiiall  appear  for  you   m  the  day  oj  the  Lord. 

Parents !  have  you  trained  your  children 
in  the  path  of  virtue,  and  the  fear  of  God? 
Have  you  folicitoufly  (ludied  to  promote 
their  hif.^hell,  their  immortal  intereRs  ?  Have 
your  counfels,  your  example,  your  perfua- 
iions,  and  your  prayers  early  touched  their 
hearts  with  the  fentiments  of  piety,  guard- 
ed them  from  dangerous  errors,  and  con- 
dufted  them  in  the  way  of  everlalling  peace? 
Precious  witnelfes  !  1  hefe  dear  and  cherifli- 
cd  pledges  of  your  love  (ball  rife  up,  and, 
in  the  face  of  the  univcrfe,  Ihall  call  you 
Helled. 
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A  cloud  of  witnefTes  fhall  accompany  fin- 
ners  alfo  to  their  condemnation.  All  whom 
the  unjull  have  injured — all  whom  the  art- 
ful have  beguiled — all  whom  the  licentious 
have  corrupted — all  whom  the  voluptu- 
ous have  (educed — all  whom  the  profligate 
have,  by  their  example,  betrayed  into  vice 
— all  whom  the  impious,  by  pernicious 
principles,  have  alienated  from  virtue — all 
who,  by  any  influence,  or  even  by  any  omif- 
fion  of  others,  have  been  involved  in  diflrefs, 
or  drawn  into  vice,  fhall  rife  up  in  the  judg- 
ment to  condemn  them. 

Above  all,  confcience  is  a  v/itnefs  that 
will  raife  a  faithful  and  deciflve  tellimon':' 
at  that  tribunal.  All  our  actions,  and  all 
our  principles  of  aftion,  all  our  fms,  and 
every  defetl  ofduty — our  actual  crimes,  and 
the  purpofcs  of  the  heart  that  have  never 
been  brouq-ht  into  act — the  evils  which  we 
concealed  from  the  world,  and  thofe  which 
we  fludied  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  all 
fliall  be  brought  to  light  by  it,  and  denoun- 
ced to  us  with  a  voice  louder  than  the  thun- 
ders that  rend  the  univerfe. — In  this  life, 
men  flifle  its  dilates  and  remonftrances  in  a 
thoufand  ways.     Bufmcfs  or  pleafure  pre- 
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vent  its  being  heard — inclination  and  the 
habits  of  vice  bias  its  decifions  ;  and  fm- 
ners,  in  the  midft  of  their  crimes,  often  live 
in  a  great  degree  of  fccurity  and  peace. 
But  there,  no  more  caufes  of  felf-deception 
canexift — nothing  can  arife  to  bias  its  judg- 
ment, or  to  iliile  its  voice.  It  (peaks  v/ith 
fearful  energy. — It  anticipates  the  fentence, 
and  vindicates  the  righteouhiefs  of  the  Su- 
preme Judge.  The  fmner  has  not,  in  per- 
ifhing,  the  niiferable  confolation  of  faying 
that  his  fate  is  hard  or  unjuft.  His  fright- 
ful remorfe  confirms  the  decree  by  which 
he  is  configned  to  everlojling  burnings.  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he  ivill judge  the 
xoorld  m  righteoiijnejh. 

IV .  H e  w ill  j u d ge  it ,  fi n all y ,  ^v  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained.  Although  he  is  man 
he  comes  invefted  with  the  glories  of  the 
Deity,  and  armed  with  the  powers  of  om- 
nipotence. Once  he  fojourned  upon  earth 
for  our  falvation  ;  but  his  divinity  w^as  veil- 
ed under  the  frailties  of  human  nature — 
he  now  appears  upon  the  throne  of  the  uni- 
verfe  as  the  judge  of  the  quick  and  dead,  and 
the  fplcndors  of  the  godhead  feem  to  have 
abforbed  in  themfelves  all  that  is  human. 
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— What  language  can  defcribe,  or  what 
thought  can  comprehend  that  power  that, 
with  a  w^ord  diilolves  the  worlds  which, 
with  a  word,  he  had  created  ?  Who  can 
conceive  of  that  celeflial  effulgence  that 
will  make  the  radiance  of  the  fun  look  like 
darknefs— that  would  confume  mortals  if 
they  w-ere  admitted  to  behold  it — and  that 
will  require  the  regenerated  powers  of  im.- 
mortality  to  enable  them  to  fuilain  the  viev/. 
Ah!  what  a  difference  between  the  maD";er 
and  the  flails  where  oxen  fed,  and  the  glo- 
rious throng  of  heavenly  j/^^ri;^?'j  and  doiiun- 
ions  that  now  encircle,  and  wait  upon  their 
Lord !  What  an  infinite  difparity  between 
the  crofs  on  which  he  expired  for  the  re- 
demption, and  the  throne  on  which  lie  fits 
for  the  judgment  of  mankind  !  But,  on  this 
fubjeft,  language  is  impotent,  and  the  mind 
fatigues  itfelf  in  vain  to  grafp  thofe  bound- 
lefs  ideas. 

His  glory  and  majefty  are  heightened  by 
the  dreadful  effefts  of  his  pov/cr,  and  the 
infinite  decifions  of  his  juPiicc—Of  each  let 
us  take  a  (hort  review. 

3D 
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John  beheld  him  in  vifion,  and  "  the  fun 
became  black  as  fackcloth  of  hair,  and 
the  moon  became  as  blood — and  before  his 
face  the  heaven  departed  as  a  fcroll  when 
it  is  rolled  together."*  "  In  that  day,  faith 
the  apoftle  Peter,  the  heavens  (hall  pafs  a- 
way  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
(hall  melt  with  fervent  heat — the  earth 
alfo,  and  the  works  that  are  .therein,  fhall 
be  burnt  up.'t  From  the  foot  of  his  throne 
iffue  the  thunders  that  rend  the  v/orld  to 
pieces,  and  the  lightnings  that  fet  it  on  fire. 
In  his  hands  he  carries  the  fates  of  men  and 
angels.  In  one,  he  holds  the  treafures  of 
divine  mercy — in  the   other  he  bears  the 

ilores   of  the  rvrath  of  God. Seated  in 

glory  inexprelTible,  he  calls  mankind  to 
judgment — he  hears  their  pleas — he  exam- 
ines their  life — he  produces  before  them  the 
teftimony  of  their  w^orks. 

At  length,  it  remains  for  him  only  to 
pronounce  the  dccifive  fentence.  The 
trumpet,  the  thunders,  the  lightnings,  the 
earthquakes,  and  the  flames  have  done  their 

*    Rev.  vi.  12 — 14. 
•\  2  Peter  iii.  10. 
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cfiice,  and  the  defolated  univerfe  is  held  in 
profound  filence.  Already  the  fatal  fepara- 
tion  of  the  wicked  is  made  from  the  righte- 
ous. According  to  his  ov/n  reprefcntation 
in  his  blefl'ed  gofpel,'  the  righteous  are  col- 
lefted  on  his  right  hand,  like  innocent 
Jlieep  under  the  protection  of  a  tender  and 
affeftionate  (hepherd — the  wicked,  like  pur- 
fued  and  trembling  gcits,  ranged  on  his 
left,  expeft  his  dreadful  decree.  Dire61ing 
himfelf  to  the  right  with  infinite  complacen- 
cy, he  addrefles  thofe  pure  and  virtuous 
fouls  who  have  been  redeemed  cut  of  all 
nations,  '*'  come  ye  bleffed  of  ray  father,  in- 
herit the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world" — And^  in- 
llantly,  you  behold  new  heavens,  and  a  new 
earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteGiifncfs,  fp ring- 
ing from  the  ruins  of  the  old,  drelled  in  ce- 
leitial  beauty,  and  prepared  to  be  the  im- 
mortal habitations  of  the  bleiTed. — Then 
turning  to  the  left — this  is  not  a  piituie  of 
fancy — it  is  not  the  {lru6lure  of  a  heated 
imaoination  that  often  builds  its  fables  on 
unreal  grounds,  it  is  the  zvord  oj  God — turn- 
ing to  the  left,  he  pronounces  on  the  guilty 
the  fearful  decree  of  eternal  juftice — 
'•■  depart  ye  curfed  into  everlading  fire  pre- 
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pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels" — In- 
ilantly  all  the  thunders  of  heaven  break 
upon  them  ;  and  down  they  are  impetuouf- 
ly,  and  irrefillibly  driven  into  the  unfa- 
thomable abyfs  of  fire  and  fulphur,  whence 
the  Jmoke  of  their  torment  afccndeth  J  or 
ever  and.  ever.     The   tremendous   covering 

o 

of  Hell  clofes  upon  them,  and  the  everlaft- 
ing  bolts  of  its'^fatal  doors  are  fliot  by  the 
hand  of  the  Alm.ighty. — Oh!  my  foul! 
come  not  thou  into  their  fecrets,  nor  be 
partaker  of  their  end  1 

My  brethren,  this  fublime,  and  awFul 
termination  of  the  world  has  not  been  re- 
vealed by  God  as  a  fubjecl  merely  of  curi- 
ous fcience.  I  have  not  chofen  it  to  amufe 
the  feafon  of  public  worfliip,  or  to  gratify 
that  love  of  grand  and  marvellous  fcenes 
fo  natural  to  man.  It  is  a  fubjecl  in  which 
we  have  the  deepeil  interelt,  and  which 
claims  to  have  the  moft  powerful  influence 
on  human  conduft.  It  is,  indeed,  one  of 
thofe  truths  mxofl;  important  to  morals.  Mo- 
rals can  have  no  exiilence  amonjr  mankind 

o 

independent  on  the  idea  of  immortality, 
and,  connefted  w^ith  this,  of  the  final  and 
righteous  judgment  of    God.     Seeing  all 
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thefe  things  JJiall  be  dijfolved,  xchat  manner  of 
JKyfons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  converja- 
tion  and  godlinejs  .^ 

Before  that  omnlfcient  Judge,  in  wliofe 
prefence  the  heavens  arc  not  clean,  no  im- 
purity can  pafs  uncondemned,  no  hypocrify 
uncovered,  no  felf-deccit  undetetied.  Our 
whole  hiftory  fliall  be  developed.  And 
every  idle  ivord  that  ynen/iiall  Jpeak,  theyjhall 
give  account  thereof  in  the  day  oj  judgment. 
What  an  air  oflolemnity  does  this  conlider- 
tion  throw  over  the  whole  of  life  !  Over  its 
mod  vacant  as  well  as  its  mod  bufy  moments ! 
Over  its  lawful  amufements,  as  v/ell  as  its 
ferious  offices  !  They  all  have  a  relation  to 
that  day  of  trial,  and  to  our  everlafting  ftate. 
This  life,  otherwife  fo  vain  and  fleeting,  ac- 
quires hence  a  reality  and  fubflance.  The 
judgment  ftamps  every  moment  of  it  w^ith 
fome  character  of  immortality.— Whatever, 
therefore,  you  undertake  or  do,  in  the  light- 
ell  paftimes,  as  well  as  the  mod  important 
duties  of  life,  raife  your  thoughts  to  that 
decihve  tribunal,  and  demand  of  your  own 
heart,  what  account  fliall  I  render  of  this  to 
God  my  judge  ?  A  wife  and  good  man  will 
do  nothin^^  which  he  w^ill  fear  to  have  re- 
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vealed  at  his  bar — he  will  engage  in  nothing 
in  which  he  will  not  be  willmg  to  be  found 
at  his  appearance. 

But  zoho  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  ? 
and  wJw Jhall  Jland  when  he  appear eth?  He 
zoho  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart.  Pu- 
rity and  virtue  only,  fuftained  by  the  pro- 
mile  and  the  grace  of  the  Redeemer,  can 
appear  ferene  and  undifmayed  amidil  the 
univerfal  conflernation.  Virtue  is  a  mail 
of  adamant  that  cannot  be  hurt  in  the  con- 
vulfion  of  worlds.  The  good  man,  with 
humble  and  devout  triumph,  from  the  midfl 
of  the  chaos,  lifts  his  eyes  to  the  tribunal, 
and  in  his  Judge,  beholds  his  Saviour. — 
But  Fuilt  will  a^o-ravate  its  horrors  a  thou- 
fand  fold.  Then  Jhall  they  cry  to  the  moun- 
tains and  the  rocks  fall  on  us  and  hide  us  from 
the  face  of  him  thatftteth  on  the  throne,  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb, for  the  great  day 
ofhisvjrath  is  come,  and  zoho  fiall  be  able  to 
jland?  Wherefore,  beloved,  feeing  ye  look  for 
fuch  things,  be  diligent  thoX  ye  be  found  of  him 
in  peace,  without  f pot  and  blamelefs. 

Finally,  God  hath  left  this  day  in  an  in- 
tereilinsr,  and   awful  uucertaintv  that  we 
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may  not  prefume  upon  time,  but  hold  our- 
felves  always  ready  for  its  approach.  Stand, 
therefore,  with  your  loins  girded  and  your 
lamps  burning  ;Jor  you  know  not  what  hour 
your  Lord  zmll  come.  At  midnight,  in  your 
moft  fecure  and  unfufpefting  moments,  the 
a^v'may  be  made.  Wehaveno  aflurance  that 
he  is  not  even  now  preparing  his  throne. — 
And  if,  at  this  moment,  he  (hould  defcend — 
if  the  heavens  above  our  heads  vrere  cleav- 
ing to  make  way  for  the  Judge — if  the 
flames  were  now  feizing  on  the  univerfe — 
and  the  trum-pet  of  the  Arch- Angel  were 
calli^ig  the  living  and  the  dead  to  judgment, 
how  are  we  prepared  for  the  great  event  ? 
Where  fliould  we  ifand  ?  What  v/ould  be 
your  deftiny  my  brethren?  O  my  foul ! 
what  would  be  thine  ? — Although  the  pe- 
riod of  the  world  is  notarrived.  Death, 
who  is  the  meflenger  to  arreft  us  for  judg- 
ment, is  always  near,  and  ready  to  feize  up- 
on his  prifoners.  And  in  whatever  (late  he 
lays  upon  us  his  frozen  hand,  he  feals  us  up 
to  the  day  of  retribution.  My  beloved  brethr 
ren,  let  us,  therefore,  be  ever  prepared  for 
the  moment  of  our  departure,  as  for  the  aw- 
ful and  decilive  itiom^entof  our  judgment. 
And  grant.  O  righteous  and  merciful  Judge 
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of  the  world  !  through  the  merits  of  thy 
own  mod  precious  death  and  refurreftion, 
that,  in  that  day,  we  may  fland  at  thy  right 
hand,  and  rife  with  thte  to  everlafting  hie  ! 

AMEN  ! 
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DISCOURSE     XVI. 

ON    THE    HAPPINESS    OF    GOOD    MEJC 

IN    A    FUTURE    STATE. 
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Revelation  xiv.   13. 

That  they  may  rejlfroni  their  labors,  and  thdr 
works  do  folloio  them. 

THIS  is  the  benediPtion  pronouriced  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  on  thofe  v;ho  die  in 
the  Lord.  It  v/as  probably  delivered  to 
that  beloved  difciple,  and  evangelical  pro- 
phet, who  is  generally  held  to  be  the  ^vri- 
.  ter  of  the  revelations,  during  the  rage  of 
fome  of  thofe  deftru^iive  perfeciitions  tb^at 
wafted  the  primitive  church.  The  faithful 
difciples  of  Chrill,  were  then  often  called 
to  feal  with  their  blood,  their  attachment 
to  their  Lord,  and  to  the  precious  truths 
which  they  had  received  from  him.  Their 
way  through  life  v;as  encompaiTed  with 
'A  E 
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enemies,  tUey  were  engaged  in  frequent  and 
arduous  conflifts,  expofed  to  perpetual  dan- 
gers, and  v/ere  daily  obliged  to  meet  death 
iurrounded  with  thofe  circumftances  that 
render  it  moil  formidable  to  the  weaknefs 
of  human  nature.  To  confole  and  fupport 
them  under  fo  many  fufferings  and  trials, 
this  gracious  benediction  was  pronounced. 
But  it  is  net  confined  in  its  application  to 
the  martyrs  who  glorified  their  Saviour  by 
an  iiluftrious,  but  painful  death.  As  every 
part  of  the  word  of  God  is  of  general  ufe, 
io  this  is  applicable  to  every  believer  who 
dies  in  the  Lord — who  fmccrely  profefTes  his 
name,  in  the  midft  of  a  hnful  world — v;dio 
is  educated  in  his  fchool,  and  imbibes  his 
foirit — and  who  is  united  to  him,  as  a  mem- 
ber  to  the  head,  by  a  vital  faith.  In  virtue 
of  this  intimate  and  indiiToluble  relation 
they  triumph  with  him  over  the  miferies  of 
life,  oyer  the  power  of  fm  the  fource  of  all 
our  other  evils,  over  the  terrors  of  death, 
and  over  the  dominion  of  the  <jrave. 

Tlfe  world  is  filled  with  many  caufes  of 
afflifclion  and  diilrefs  to  every  good  man., 
that  muft  render  the  grave  to  him  at  lenirth 
a  d'riirable  retreat.     And   the  promife  oi 
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eternal  life,  after  his   labors  and   fuflerino-s 

_  o 

are  terminated  here,  offers  to  his  hopes  a 
fiate  of  peace  and  felicity,  after  \vhich  he 
muft  often  fecretly  hgh — He  JJiall  reft  from 
his  labors,  and  Jus  works  Jhall  follow  hwi. 
Gf  thefe  expreiTions,  both  of  which  are  fi- 
gurative, the  firft  implies  a  profound  and 
eternal  repofe,  not  only  from  all  xh&fatigues 
of  duty,  but  from  all  the  agitations,  the 
conFiids,  the  griefs,  the  miferies,  that 
afflid  this  mortal  Hate.  The  fecond  points 
to  the  felicity  of  a  true  believer,  when  he 
(hall  finally  receive  the  reward  of  his  virtue, 
and  efpecially  of  his  pious  and  faithful 
labors  in  the  fervice  of  his  Redeemer. 

It  is  with  a  view  to  illuflrate,  as  far  as 
without  prehimption  I  may  attempt  it,  the 
future  happinefs  of  good  men  men,  I 
have  chofea  the  text,  v/hich  I  make  the 
ground  of  the  following  difcourfe. 

They  rcjtfrom  their  labors,  and  their  icorks 
dofolloio  them. 

Thefe  figures  point  out  to  them  a  double 
fource  of  happinefs — Ren,  and  Enjoy- 
ment, 
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They  rejl  from  theiT  labors,  from  their 
toils,  from  their  fins,  from  their  temptations, 
from  their  fervices,  from  their  fulferings  in 
the  world — their  -works  Jollc-n)  them  as  the 
foundation  of  their  eternal  felicity  in  the 
kmgdom  of  Heaven. 

L  In  the  firft  place,  the  happinefs  of  the 
pious  in  the  future  Hate  may  be  confidered 
as  a  delightful  reft  from  the  neceffary  evils 
and  futierings  of  the  prefent  life. 

The  pilgrimage  through  Vv'hich  man  is 
defiiined  to  pafs,  is  befet  Vvith  dangers,  and 
expofed  to  almoil  continual  caufes  of  af- 
fli61ion  and  pain.  However  we  may  c-t- 
tempt  to  exagerate  the  enjoyments  ot  the 
world,  or  paint  them  in  the  deluhve  co- 
louring which  the  imagination  is  prone  to 
give  to  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  ;  certain  it  is 
that  the  molt  virtuous,  and  the  mod  happy 
of  men,  are  agitated  with  innumerable  foli- 
citudes,  and  have  innumerable  miferies  to 
deplore,  before  they  fubmit  to  death  the 
laii:  of  human  miferies  upon  earth.'  Youth, 
which  is  ever  fanguine  and  full  of  hopes, 
may  not  feel — prolperity,  v/hich  is  too  often 
blind  and  delirious,  may  deny  the  reallity 
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of  this  reprefciit*tion  ;  but  time  will  verify 
it  to  all  men. — Has  not  time  verified  it  al- 
ready ?  Who  is  tb.ere  who  can  fay  that  he 
is  happy  ?  He  only  hopes  to  be  lb.  It  is 
hope,  not  pofTcdion,  that  forms  the  princi- 
pal happinefs  of  life.  Were  v/e  cut  oif  from 
the  refource,  and,  may  I  not  call  it,  the  fal- 
lacious folace  of  hope,  the  world  would 
have  little  left  by  which  to  attach  us  to  it. 
V/hen  we  conuder  how  much  we  fufier  in 
the  prefect  ilate,  from  the  errors  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  underftanding — from  the 
heart,  that  anxious  feat  of  fo  many  irregular 
appetites,  and  tumultuous  pafiions — from 
Vv'ant — from  the  hatred  or  contempt  of 
others^-from  the  lofs,  or  the  atlliclions  of 
our  friends — from  reverfes  of  fortune — 
from  difappointed  expectations — from  pains 
and  difeales  that  prey  upon  the  body — 
from  fecret  griefs  that  undermine  and  con- 
fume  the  health — from  the  murderous  vvea- 
pons  of  avowed  enmity — from  the  arrows 
fhot  in  the  dark  by  envy,  calun:iny,  and  per- 
fidious friendlhip — \Vhat  a  wretched  habi- 
tation is  the  earth  ?  What  a  defirable  re- 
treat is  the  o;rave?  Death  yields  us,  atiafl, 
a  delightful  reft  from  fo  many  evils.     It 
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breaks  from  man  the   fetters  by  which  he 
is  enchained  to  his  mifcries. 


As   thefe  miferies  flov;  from  fm  as   their 
primary  caufe  ;  fo  fm  iifelf  is  eReemed  by  a 
good  man,  the  greateft  of  his  evils.     From 
its  hated  and  lamented  tyranny,  he  finds  in 
death  a  complete  and   eternal  reft.     He  is 
delivered  from  tem.ptationsthatfo  frequent- 
ly harraiTed  him,  that  put  his  virtue  to  the 
inoft  painful  proofs,   and  often  fhook  it  to 
the  foundations — he  is  freed  from  the  er- 
rors and  prejudices   that  had  covered  his 
mind  with  diflreiTrng  clouds,  which  perplex- 
ed and  obfcurcd  to  him  the  law  of  his  duty 
— he  13  forever  purified  from  thofe  frailties 
and  corruptions  which,  notvv'ithllanding  his 
fanfiif cation,  f.ill   adhered  to  him  in  this 
woi*!ll,  wounded  his  peace,  and  daily  pene- 
trated his  heart  with  grief  at  the  throne  of 
grace.     In  the  grave  he  puts   off  this  body 
of  (in  and  death,  and  his  foul,  admitted  to 
its  heavenly  reft,  has  no  more  pains  to  en- 
dure, no  more  conflicts  with  the  world,  and 
its  own  rebelljous  paUicns  to  maintain,  no 
more  imperfections  to  fill  it  with  regret  or  to 
cover itwith  ihame,no  more  wants  to  fatisfy, 
no  more  evils  to  fufter,no  more  tears  to  H^cd. 
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No  more  fliall  he  offend  God,  innnltely 
holy  and  good,  whom  he  adored  and  loved, 
even  in  tnofe  moments  when  the  fraildes  of 
his  nature  led  him  into  hn.  No  more  (liall 
he  be  expofed  to  the  fecret  fnares,  or  open 
affaults  of  temptation,  nor  to  thofe  invitati- 
ons and  opportunities  fo  dangerous  to  the 
paffions.  Freed  from  the  irregular  impuires 
of  the  fenfes,  of  the  imagination,  of  the 
heart,  and  delivered  from  an  impure  and 
imperfett  nature,  he  (liall  fm  no  more. — 
From  an  elevated  point  of  view,  looking 
back  on  all  the  journey  of  life,contemplating 
its  evils,  and  its  dangers,  which  he  has  juit 
efcaped — its  follies,  its  offences,  and  its  falls 
which  have  fo  often  diffolved  him  in  repen- 
tance before  the  footftool  of  divine  mercy, 
with  what  unfpeakable  fatis faction  v.'il]  he 
fee  himfelf  arrived  at  a  ftate  of  everlaffing 
repofe  from  all  his  fafferings,  and  his  fears, 
and  placed,  by  the  power  and  grace  of 
God,  in  a  happy  and  eternal  imxpotence  of 
finning  ! 

o 

I  add,  that  the  believer  in  dying,  for- 
fakes  this  wretched  world;  in  which 
he  had  lived,  in  fubmiidion  to  the  will 
of  God,  as  in  a  ffrani^e  land,  and  arrives  at 
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his  proper  home ;  that  land  of  peac6  and 
reR  which  he  had  fo  lon^r  fouofht  to  find, 
and  to  which  he  was  continually  tending 
in  the  affcftions  and  defires  of  his  heart. — 
The  earth,  to  a  good  man,  is  a  ilate  of  ex- 
ile from  ail  that  he  moll  fervently  loves, 
and  from  the  fources  of  his  deareft 
pleafures.  He  is  furrounded  with  all  the 
fatigues,  and  anxieties,  the  diftrelTes  and 
wants  which  accompany  that  aSlicted  con- 
dition ;  and  from  them  all  he  gains,  at 
death,  a  delightful  repofe  in  the  bofom  of 
his  heavenly  country.  The  children  of  this 
world,  enfiaved  to  their  appetites,  whofe 
pleafures  do  not  rife  above  its  fenfual  and 
corrupted  fphere,  cannot  enter  into  thefe 
ideas.  The  prefent  life  bounds  their  enjoy- 
ments and  their  wifhes ;  and  this  world  in 
which  they  would  be  v/illing  to  live  forever, 
they  cannot  regard  as  a  place  of  exile.  '  But 
thofe  righteous  fouls  who  thiril  after  im- 
mortal perfeftion,  and  continually  afpire 
after  nearer  accefs  and  conformity  to  God, 
feel  themfelves  to  be  only  pilgrims  and 
Jtrangcrs  upon  earth,  and  while  they  pafs 
through  this  vale  of  tears,  tliey  figh  for  a 
better,  that  is  an  hcaverdy  country — for  that 
cily  that   hath  eternal  foundations,   xvlwjc 
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builder  and  maker  is  God.  Often  ihey  rc- 
femble  the  exiled  and  dirconfolate  jfews 
by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  when  they  hung  their 
harps  upon  the  zoillozos,  and  fat  down  and 
xvept  when  they  remembered  Zion.  They  are 
in  a  foreign  and  hoftiie  land.  All  their 
pleafures  and  their  hopes  are  placed  in  the 
nezo  Jerufalem,  in  the  heavenly  Zion,  in  the 
city  an  d  temple  of  the  living  God.  H  o  w  o  i  ten , 
under  the  lively  impreiiions  of  the  divine 
word ;  or  in  devout  retirement,  wrapt  in 
the  contemplation  of  heavenly  things,  have 
they  been  ready  to  cry,  with  the  holy 
Pfalmill  under  the  prefi'ure  of  his  troubles, 
"  Oh  that  I  had  winsrs  like  a  dove  !  for 
then  would  I  flee  away  and  be  at  reft."* 
Blelfed  citizens  of  Heaven !  baniihed,  at 
prefent,  to  thefe  abodes  of  mifery  and  vice, 
death  iliall  ere  long  farniih  you  with  the 
wings  you  defire.  Then,  taking  your  im- 
mortal flight,  you  ftiall  enter  the  delight- 
ful regions  of  that  celeftial  country  which, 
unfeen,  you  love,  and  take  poileirion  of 
your  celefl:ial  and  everlafting  home.  Blejfed 
are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord  ;  for  they 
rejlfromtlieir  labors,  from   their  fuiferings, 

-  Pfalms  Iv.  6. 
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from  their  fins,  from  their  griefs,  from  all 
the  fatigues,  the  folicitudes,  and  pains  of 
this  mortal  exile. 

The  road  of  virtue  was  faid  by  the  an- 
cients to  be  up-hill,  and  to  rife  along  the  fide 
of  a  mountain,  every  where  filled  with  craggs 
and  precipices  of  rteep  and  laborious  alcent, 
and  encompaded  v/ith  dangers  that  require 
the  greatell  vigilance  and  fortitude,  to  efcape 
or  overcome.  This  reprefentation  lias  fo 
mAich  truth  that  the  faithful  difchcirge  of 
tKe  dudes  that  lie  upon  us  as  men,  as  citi- 
zens, and  as  chrillians,  requires  the  moll 
vigilant  attentions,  and  frequently  the  moft 
arduous,  painful  and  perfevering  labors. 
And  the  difficulties  and  oppofitions  with 
which  we  meet  from  our  hearts,  from  our 
infirmities,  and  from  the  world,  will  never 
fuffer  us  to  intermit  t)ur  attentions,  or  to 
ceafe  our  exertions. 

Some  labors,  and  folicitudes  there  are 
peculiar  to  the  minifiers  of  the  gofpel,  or, 
if  not  peculiar,  which  affed  them  in  a  high- 
er degree  than  other  men,  arifing  from  the 
hoililities  of  the  Vv  orld  againll  religion  which 
they  are  called  to  combat — from  the  crimes 
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of  fmners  againft  Vvhich  they  have  at  once 
to  remonlli  ate  and  to  pr^y — from  the  errors 
or  the  coldnefs  of  the  vifible  difcipics  of 
Chriil,  overv/hich  they  are  obliged  in  fecret 
to  weep — from  the  pride  and  infoience  of 
power  and  wealth  which  are  ready  to  tram- 
ple with  contempt  on  an  humbled  and  mor- 
tified profelhon — from  the  infirmities  and 
fins  of  their  own  hearts  which  aHlicl  them 
fo  much  the  more  as  their  calling  is  more 
holy,  and  as,  miniPtering  at  the  altar,  they 
approach  nearer  to  God  than  other  men — 
in  a  word,  from  the  arduous  functions  in 
which  they  are  engaged.  Although  many 
confoiations  accompany  the  duties  of  a  pi- 
ous minifier  of  religion,  when  he  confiders 
that  all  the  facrifices  he  makes,  and  the 
pains  he  endures  are  for  the  glory  of  his 
Redeemer,  and  the  higheft  interells  of  man- 
kind, yet  they  are  often  attended  with  fa- 
tigues thatexhauft  the  body,  and  cares  that 
harrafs  the  mind,  and  often  are  they  embit- 
tered by  many  fecret  caufes  of  affliction  and 
grief.  From  all  thefe  evils  he  obtains  at 
death  an  everlaiting  releafe  in  that  blelTed 
region,  where  /'God  Ihall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  fiiall  be  no 
more  death,  neither  forrow    nor   crying; 
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neither  dial  I  there  be  any  more  pain."''^* 
"  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  (hall  come 
to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  up- 
on their  heads  ;  and  they  foal  I  obtain  joy 
and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  (ighing  (hall 
flee  away.''t  Oh  how  defirable  to  retreat 
from  all  thefe  griefs,  thefe'conflifts,  thefe 
weanfome  toils,  thefe  anxious  cares,  to  an 
eternal  reil !  A  red  where  the  fervice  of  the 
Redeemer,  which  forms  the  grlory  and 
felicity  of  the  pious  foul,  (liall  never  be 
intermitted  ;  and  where  it  fliall  be  forever 
free  from  all  the  imperfe6lions  that  mar, 
and  from  all  the  fuifering-s  that  afflitl 
it  in  this  mortal  (late.  As  the  hrlt  fubjeft 
of  confi deration  concerning  the  future  hap- 
pinefs of  good  men,  fuggelled  in  the  text, 
is  Rell, 

11.  The  fecond  is  enjoyment—"  their 
works  do  follow  them." 

This  figurative  language  evidently  points 
to  that  high  diudipojitive  (late  of  felicity  which 
the  faints  Ihall  enjoy  in  heaven,  which  is 
the  confequence  and  reward  of  their  works. 

*  Revelations  xxi.  3. 
f  Ifaiah  xxxv.  10. 
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It  conveys  to  us  alfo,  in  the  mode  of  expref- 
fion,  two  other  truths  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance— ^^the  firft,  that  the  habits  of  a  holy  hfe 
are  neceflary  to  qualify  men  for  the  poffef- 
fion  of  heaven  ;  becaufe,  v/ithout  them, 
they  neither  could  defire  it  as  their  abode, 
nor  could  they  enjoy  the  pure  and  fpiritual 
pleafures  that  coniiitute  to  the  pious,  the 
happinefs  of  the  place. — The  fecond,  that 
their  rewards  there  (hall  be  proportioned  to 
the  advances  they  have  made  in  the  divine 
life ;  and  to  the  labors  they  have  endured, 
the  dangers  they  have  encountered,  and  the 
fervices  they  have  performed  for  the  benefit, 
and  above  all,  for  the  falvation  of  mankind, 
v/hich  is  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  their 
mafter  and  their  Lord.  On  this  fubjeft  the 
apoftle  Paul  hath  taught  us,  "  he  that  fow- 
eth  fparingly  fhall  reap  fparingly,  and  he 
that  foweth  bountifully  fhall  alfo  reap  boun- 
tifully."* There  is  one  glory  of  the  Sun,  and 
another  glory  of  the  Moon,  and  another  glo- 
ry of  the  Stars,  and  one  Star  differeth  from 
another  in  glory  ;  fo  alfo  ftiall  it  be  in  the 
refurreftion  of  the  dead/'t     The  mod  pi- 

*  2.  Cor.  5x.  6. 
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ous,  faithful,  andfuccefsful  fervants  of  Jefus 
Chrift  (liall  fhine  widi  the  higheft  luRre,  and 
enjoy  the  moil  confuramate  happinefs  in  his 
eternal  kingdom.  What  an  annnating  mo- 
tive was  this  to  the  fortitude  of  the  primitive 
martyrs  !  "What  an  illuftrious,  v/hat  a  divine 
encouragement  is  it  to  the  duty  of  every 
believer  in  Chriil !  If  he  does  not  reap  his 
reward  in  this  world,  he  Ihall  receive  one 
proportionably  more  rich  and  glorious  in 
the  world  to  come ;  v^here  "  the  wife  ihall 
fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  hrmament,  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs  as  the 
{h\rs  forever  and  ever."'--  Let  us  my  breth- 
ren, remember,  however,  the  great  and  fun- 
damental doclrine,  laid  by  the  apodles  at 
the  foundation  of  our  hopes,  that  "  it  is  not 
by  zvorks  of  righteoiifnefs  which  we  have 
done,  but  by  grace  we  are  faved."  Thofe 
works  cannot  be  prefented  at  the  throne  of 
divine  juftice,  as  forming  any  abfolute  claim 
to  the  rewards  of  heaven  ;  but  they  become, 
by  the  gracious  promife  of  God,  the  title  of 
a  believer  to  a  recom pence  that  infinitely 
tranfcends  any  claim  that  can  be  grounded 
on  the  merit  of.  human  obedience.     They 

*  Dan.  xii.  3. 
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follow  him,  not  as  a  meritorious  meafure  ; 
but  as  meafuring,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  infinite 
proportions  of  divine  grace  and  of  heavenly 
glory. 

The  gradations  of  rank,  fplendor  and 
felicity  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  are  but 
faintly  and  obfcurely  marked  to  us  in  holy 
fcripture.  It  is  more  eafy  to  impart  to 
minds  like  ours  fome  general  apprehenfions 
of  the  glory  and  perfeftion  of  the  ftate  of 
heaven,  than  nicely  to  trace  its  degrees.  A 
fcale  of  this  kind  requires  a  knowledge  of 
the  fubjecl  more  accurate  and  jufl  than  our 
limited  faculties  are  able  to  receive  even 
from  the  holy  fpirit  of  infpiration.  Such  a 
fcale  was  not  necelfary  to  the  end  for  which 
this  revelation  was  made  to  the  divine  St. 
John,  which  was  to  encourage  the  martyrs 
in  their  mortal  conflicts.  Their  cruel  fui- 
ferings  and  their  unfhaken  firmnefs,  would 
indeed,  procure  for  them  a  hig:her  rank  in 
the  order  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  than  others 
fhould  attain,  vvho  had  not  been  called  to 
give  the  fame  heroic  proofs  of  their  fidelity 
to  their  Lord.  But  it  is  the  cxvtzEltdi  glory 
and  fdicity  of  that  ilate,  that  fuliains  the 
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courage  of  a  chridian,  and  enables  him  to 
triumph  over  the  moil  formidable  pains  of 
death. 

This  felicity  and  glory  is  the  fubjecl  chief- 
ly pointed  at  in  the  text,  and  that  to  which 
without  entering  into  any  reprelentation 
that  mud  at  bell  be  fanciful,  concerning  the 
economy,  and  the  gradations  of  rank  that 
may  take  place  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  I 
fhall  limit  my  view  in  the  remaining  part  of 
this  dilcourfe. — But  how  ihali  we  defcnbe 
that  which  eye  hath  not  jeen,  nor  ear  heard, 
and  of  which  it  hath  not  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive  !  It  would  require  the 
colours  of  heaven  and  a  divine  pencil  to 
reprefent  that  celeltial  *'  city  which- hath  no 
need  of  the  Sun,  neither  of  the  Moon  to 
Ihine  in  it ;  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  doth 
lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof. 
And  the  nations  of  them  that  are  faved  (hall 
walk  in  the  light  of  it,  and  there  Ihall  in  no 
wife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth, 
neither  whatfoever  woiketh  abomination, 
or  maketh  a  lie  ;  but  they  who  arc  written 
in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life. ''• 

*  Rev.  xxi.  23,24—27. 
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The  improvements,  and  the  fublime  per- 
fecHon  of  human  nature  fliall  be  correfpon- 
dent  to  the  glory  of  its  habitation.  But 
both,  perhaps,  are  equally  out  of  the  reach 
of  our  conceptions  at  prefent.  We  muff  ac- 
tually have  attained,  before  we  can  fullv 
comprehend,  thofe  immortal  powers  with 
which  the  body  fliall  be  raifed  from  the  grave, 
and  re-united  to  the  foul,  purified  and  ex- 
alted by  a  nearer  approach  to  God.  It  is 
raifed  faith  the  apoRle  in  incorruption — in 

glory — in  power. It  is  raifed  ajpii'it- 

ual  body  !'" — Mark  that  bold  and  extraor- 
dinary figure.      It  is   allied  in  its  eficnce  to 

the    immortal    fpirit compofed    of    the 

mod  pure  and  a6live  principles  of  matter 
that  refemble  the  purity  and  attivity  of 
the  foul — incorruptible  in  its  organization 
like  the  diamond — fplendid  in  its  ap- 
pearance like  the  fun — rapid  and  pow- 
erful in  its  movements  like  the  lightning, 
that  bears  in  its  courfe  an  image  of  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Creator. 

The  foul,  purged  from  the  dregs  of  fin, 
fhall  bear  a  higher  refemblance  of  the  per- 
fetiion  of  God  in  w^hofe  image  it  v^'as  firft 
3  G 

*  1  Corinthians  iv.  42,  43,  44. 
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created.  Its  intelleft  fliall  be  boundlefsly 
enlarged — its  affeftions  (hall  be  directed 
with  immortal  and  unceafing  ardor  to  the 
eternal  fource  of  love — and  we  have  reafon 
'to  believe  that  it  fhall  enjoy  the  povrer  of 
unlimited  excurfion  into  the  works,  and,  if  I 
may  fpeak  To,  into  the  effence  of  the  Deity. 

On  a  fubjeft  of  which  it  is  fo  far  beyond 
the  prefent  powers  of  the  human  mind  ade- 
quately to  conceive,  it  becomes  us  to  fpeak 
with  modefty  and  caution.  In  judging  of 
it,  reafon  affords  no  lights  to  guide  us — the 
fires  of  the  imagination  will  only  miflead  us 
— we  muff  take  our  ideas  (olely  from  the 
fcriptures  of  truth.  And  when  we  colleft 
together  all  that  thofe  fublime  oracles  of 
wifdom  have  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
take  from  the  whole,  thofe  general  views 
which  they  give  of  the  Rate  and  felicity  of 
Heaven,we  may  range  them  under  the  heads 
o^iisglory — its  immutability — and  its  eternity. 

Its  glory — "  It  doth  not,  indeed,  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  fi:iall  be,  but  we  know  that 
when  he  fhall  appear,  we  ihall  be  like  him, 
for  we  fiiall  fee  him  as  he  is."*— There  the 

*    I  John  iii.   2. 
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rccleemed  [hall  dweH  in  die  prcfence  of 
God,  who  alone  can  fill  the  unlimited  ex- 
tent of  their  defires — there  they  live  in  the 
delightful  exercife  of  an  eternal  love,  and 
in  the  full  poiTeffion  of  all  that  can  render 
them  fupremely  blefied — for,  "  in  his  pre- 
fence  is  fullneis  of  joy,  and  at  his  right 
hand  are  pleafures  forever  more."* 

There  they  ceafe  not  celebrating  in  fongs 
of  extacy,  the  infinite  perfections  of  God, 
and  the  boundlefs  riches  of  redeeming  love. 
*•  Hallelujah  !  Salvation,  and  glory,  and 
honor,  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our 
God."t  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  "flain 
to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom^ 
and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blef- 
fmff  !"t  There,  according  to  the  emblemati- 
cal  language  of  the  revelations,  they  are  feat- 
ed  on  thrones,  and  receive  from  his  hands 
celePtial  diadems — for,  faith  the  fpirit,  "they 
fiiall  reign  w^ith  him  forever  and  ever."^ 

If  human  nature,  notwithdanding  all 
its   prefent    imperfe£lions,    is    deflined    to 

*  Pfalms  XV i.    1 1. 
f   Revelations  xix.  i. 
J   Revehiticns  v.   12. 
§  Revelations  xxii.  5. 
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fuch  improvement  and  felicity,  much  more 
is  it  reafonable  to  believe  that  the  eternal 
habitations  of  the  pious,  and  the  temple 
of  the  immediate  prcfence  of  God,  are 
infinitely  fuperior  in  fplendor  and  glo- 
ry to  all  that  we  novf  behold  in  the  fublim- 
eil,  or  tlie  moil  beautiful  works  of  na- 
ture. When  this  veil  of  fcnfe  fhall  be 
withdrawn,  w^hat  an  unutterable  Icene  of 
wonders  (liall  be  difclofed !  Imagination 
cannot  pitlure  them,  language  cannot  de- 
fcribe  them,  we  have  no  powers,  at  pre- 
fent,  capable  of  admitting  or  fuilaining  the 
view.  Could  we  fuppole  a  m.ole  that  gro- 
vels in  the  earth,  enveloped  in  abfoiute 
darknefs,  and  circumfcribed  to  a  few  inches, 
to  be  endued  with  the  powers  of  vifion  and 
leafon,  and  fuddenly  admitted  to  contem- 
plate, w^ith  the  eye  of  Gallileo,  or  the  mind 
of  Newton,  the  fplendors  and  boundiefs  ex- 
tent of  the  univerfe,  its  ravifhments,its  tranf- 
ports,  its  extafies,  would  afford  but  a  faint 
image  of  the  raptures  of  the  foul  opening 
her  immortal  view  on  the  glories  of  that 
celeftial  world. 

But  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  ftate  con- 
fiPcs  not  only  in  the  augmented  powers  of 
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human  nature,  and  the  external  magnifi- 
cence that  adorns  it,  but  in  the  holy  and 
devout,  and,  may  I  not  add,  the  benevolent 
and  focial  pleal'ures  that  reign  there. 

There  "  the  pure  in  heart  fee  God,' - — 
there  they  "  know  even  as  alio  they  are 
known'f — there  they  love  without  fm  him 
whom  it  was  their  fuprem.e  delight  to  con- 
template and  to  love  on  earth. — And  if, 
with  the  divine  philofopher  of  Greece,  I 
may  venture  to  fpeak  fo,  there  they  mingle 
themfelves  v/ith  God. — But  this  is  a  fubject 
v/hich  I  dare  not  touch.  I  fear  to  profane  it 
by  the  imperfect  colouring,  or  the  mifguid- 
ed  fervors  of  fenfe. — Sometimes  the  humble 
and  devout  believer,  in  the  communion  of 
his  foul  with  God,  or  in  the  celebration  of 
the  precious  myfteries  of  his  grace  in  his 
temples  here  below  has  enjoyed  fuch  difcov- 
eries  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy  as 
have  been  almoll  too  powerful  for  the  feeble 
frame  of  flelh  and  blood — Ah !  what  then 
will  be  the  manifeflations  of  Heaven  !  My 
beloved  brethren,    an  Almighty  power,  a 

*  Mattliew  V.  8. 
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celcftial  regeneration  will   be   necefTary  to 
enable  you  to  fuilain  the  unutterable  blifs  ! 

I  have  ventured  to  mention  alfothe  focial 
and  benevolent  pleafures  of  that  (late.    And 
it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  the  fmalied  part  of 
the  felicity  of  pious  fouls  to  enter  into  the 
fociety,  to  participate  the  joys,  and  to  re- 
ceive the   congratulations  of  thofe  perfeft 
fpitits  who  have  never    fallen   from   their 
reftitude,   and  of  the  faints  redeemed  from 
among  men,  who  have  gone  before  them  to 
take   poiTeffion    of  their   promifcd   reft. — 
"  There  is  joy  in  Heaven,  faith  Chrift,  over 
one  {inner  that    rcpenteth*" — how  much 
greater  will  be  their  joy,  when  he  has  efca- 
ped  the  dangers  of  the  world,  when  he  has 
no  more  caufe  of  repentance,  when  he  has 
kept  the  faith,  v.^hen  all    his  conflitls  and 
temptations  are  finiihed,  and  he  has  arrived 
at  the  end  of  his  courfe  where  nothinsr  (hall 
even  be    able  again  to  (hake  the  fecurity  of 
his  ftate,  or  to  impair  the  plenitude  of  his 
happinels?  What  high  enjoyment  will  it  be 
to  meet  there  his   fellow  travellers  throu«:h 
the   dangerous  pilgrimage  of  life,  efcaped 

*  Luke  IV.  7. 
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from  its  pollutions  and  its  fnares.  To  meet 
there  with  "  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  and 
all  the  prophets,"  with  all  the  holy  apoftles 
and  martyrs  of  Chrill !  To  meet  there  the 
friends  who  were  moft  dear  to  him  on  earth, 
whofe  fouls  were  mingled  with  his  !  To 
meet  there  his  fellow  Chriflians  out  of  eve- 
ry denomination,  on  whom,  perhaps,  he 
had  been  accuftomed  to  look  with  dif- 
truft  and  jealoufy !  Nay  more,  to  meet 
there  devout  men  like  Cornelius  from  every 
nation  under  Heaven  ;  and  to  fee  the  grace 
of  God  infinitely  more  extended  than  thofe 
narrow  limits  which  probably  his  prejudi- 
ces' had  prefcribed  to  it  !  What  immortal 
confolations  muft  fill  the  breafts  of  thofe 
who  "  are  come  unto  mount  Zion,  unto  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  to  the  general  affembly  of  the  Church 
of  the  firit  born,  who  are  written  in  Hea- 
ven, and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and 
to  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfed.*'* 

The  immutability  of  the  happinefs  of 
Heaven  is  another  character  of  it,  that  de- 
ferves  our  confideration.     The  power  of 

*  Hebrews  xii.  22,  25, 
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God  will  place  the  redeemed  beyond  the 
influence  of  temptation  and  fin,  and  the  per- 
feftion  of  the  heavenly  (late  will  forever  ex- 
empt them  from  ail  thofe  caufes  of  frailty 
and  change  that  exiR  upon  earth.  It  knows 
no  change  except  that  of  continual  pro- 
greffion.  The  principal  value  of  ail  our 
fources  of  enjoyment  in  this  world  is  def- 
troycd  by  their  inftability.  Every  objeft 
here  is  mutable,  and  difappoinls  thofe  who 
expeft  permanent  felicity  from  it,  diwd.  pier- 
ces through  vnih  many  forrows  thole  w^ho  at- 
tempt to  lean  upon  it.  Even  the  comforts 
that  flow  from  religion  in  the  prefent  life 
are  variable  and  uncertain,  becaufe  the 
fanftification  of  the  believer  is  flill  partial 
and  imperfect.  But,  in  Heaven,  being  per- 
fectly holy,  he  fnall  be  completely  and  im- 
mutably happy. 

Eternity  is  the  idea  that  crowns  and  en- 
riches the  whole.  "  There  (hall  be  no  more 
death,"  faith  thtamen,  the  faithful  and  true 
xoitnefs.  The  felicity  of  the  faints,  like  the 
being  of  God,  Ihall  be  interminable. — ■ 
Glorious  and  confolatory  truth  !  I  v/ould 
willingly  affill  your  minds  to  frame  fome 
meafures  of  an  immortal  exigence,  but  how 
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[liall  we  meafure  a  fubje6l  that  {o  far  fur- 
pafles  our  feeble  conceptions  ?  Number 
theftars  that  fill  the  (Ivy — reckon  the  fands 
upon  the  fea  fliore — count  the  drops  in  the 
immeafurable  ocean — compute  the  atoms 
that  compofe  the  globe — multiply  tliem  by 
millions  of  years,  and  when  this  amazing 
fucceflion  of  duration  {hall  have  been  hn- 
ilhed,  and  repeated  as  many  times  as  are  e- 
qual  to  its  own  units,  eternity  will  be  but 
beginning — Beginning  !  It  cannot  be  faid 
to  be  begun.  It  is  wrong  to  apply  any 
term  which  meafures  progreffion,  to  that 
which  has  no  period. 

In  this  aftonifhinff  and  boundlefs  idea  the 
mind^  is  overwhelmed  !  What  a  p-Iorv  does 
it  fhed  over  the  inheritance  cf  the  Jaints  in 
light  /  How  (Irongly  is  it  calculated  10 
av^aken  the  defires  of  a  believer  after  the 
reft  that  remainethfor  the  people  of  God  !  I 
may  add,  how  well  is  it  fitted  to  confole 
thofe  who  mourn  over  their  friends  who 
fleep  in  Jefus  !  If,  at  any  time,  the  mind  is 
ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  its  fuifcr- 
ings  in  the  prefent  life,  and  to  repine  .at  the 
v/ili  of  God,  v/ill  it  not  become  patient,  and 
even  thankful  again,  wdien  it  looks  forward 
to  that  immortal  bleflednefs  to  which  every 
3H 
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calamity  that  tends  to  crufli  this  frail  tene- 
ment of  clay,  is  only  haftening  our  pafTage  ? 
"  For  our  light  afllidions,  which  are  but  for 
a  moment,  work  out  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while 
v/e  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen  ;  for 
the  things  which  are  feen  are  temporal,  but 
the  things  which  are  not  feen  are  eter- 
nal."" 

Blejfcd  are  the  dead  xoho  die  in  the  Lord  ! 
yeajaith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rejt  from 
their  labors,  and  their  works  do  Jolloio  them  I 
What  a  confolatory,  what  a  fublime  and  glo- 
rious objeft  is  here  prefented  to  the  faith 
and  hope  of  good  men,  and  confirmed  by 
the  faithful   affeverations   of  the  fpirit  of 
truth !  All  the  fuEFerings,  induced  by  fm  in 
the  prefent  life,  there  come  to  an  everlafling 
period — all  the  joys  that  human  nature  ex- 
alted and  improved  with  immortal  powers 
can  fuilain,  ihall  be  pofleifed  by   the  re- 
deemed, and  (iiall  continually  increafe  in 
an  endiefs  progreihon.     There  you  behold 
them  in  the  midft  of  their  heavenly  coun- 
try from  which  they  fliall  be  no  more  ex- 
iled— there  they  contemplate  without  a  veil, 

«  2  Cor.  iv.  17,  18. 
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in  the  clear,  unclouded  vifion  of  heaven, 
the  adorable  perfections  of  God — they  be- 
hold him  enthroned  in  glory  ineffable, 
whence  he  difpenfcs  happinefs  to  countlefs 
myriads  of  bielTed  fpirits — Rivers  of  plea- 
fure  iffue  from  the  foot  of  the  eternal  throne 
— they  bathe  themfeives  in  thofe  pure  and 
celeftial  ilreams — they  are  abforbed  in  ex- 
tacies  of  a  divine  and  immortal  love. 

My  brethren  !  what  an  animating  motive 
to  perfect  holincfs  in  the  fear  of  God,  is  pro- 
pofed  to  your  faith  in  the  bleiTed  promife 
of  life  and  immortality !  What  a  reward 
for  all  the  labours^  and  felf-denials  of  vir- 
tue !  What  a  confolation  under  ail  the  af- 

fiiclions  of  life  ! The  happinefs  of  hea- 

ven  is  efientiaily  conne'5led  with  purity  of 
heart,  with  fan61ity  of  manners,  and  with 
ufefulnefs  of  living.  And  your  progrefs 
in  thefe  divine  qualities  (hall  bethemeafure 
of  your  eternal  felicity.  The  paih  of  per- 
fect virtue,  indeed,  is  laborious,  and  often 
paiTes  in  its  courfe  over  deep  and  diflicult 
afcents.  Our  paflions  frequently  render 
extremely  painful  the  facrihces  which  duty 
requires.  W^e  are  obliged  to  combat  with 
the  world,  its  interefiis,  its  pleafures,  its  ex- 
amples, its  folicitations,  and,  flill  more,  to 
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maintain  a  conftant  conilift  with  ourfelvesf, 
Butj  CGiitemplate  the  fublime  recompence 
vrhich  religion  confers  on  thefe  labours  and 
tliefe  facriiices,  and  they  are  arduous  no 
longer.  What  are  the  enticements  by 
which  vice  would  eninare  the  heart,  and 
withdrav/  it  from  virtue,  compared  with 
th^t/ullnc/s  of  joy  that  is  in  the  prefejice  of 
God,  and  thofe  rivers  oS.  pleafure  that  flow 
at  hi.j  right  hayicl forever  more!  What  are 
the  labours  or  dangers  of  duty  compared 
with  its  triumphant  reward  !  Endure  hard- 
nef,  therefore,  as  good  /oldiers  of  Chrijl  Je- 
jiis,  remembering  that  thefe  ihort  conflicts 
iiuili,  ere  long,  gain  for  you  crowns  of  vic- 
tory, and  encircle  you  with  immortal  glory. 

FinrJly,  this  hope  affords  a  good  man  the 
bell  confolation  under  afflitiion.  Ail  the 
necedary  evils  of  life  willfoon  be  ended,  and 
will  open  to  him  a  peaceful  entrance  into  the 

joy  of  his  Lord.  If  difeafe  and  pain  are  haf- 
tening  his  return  to  the  dujifrom  lohich  he  was 
taken,  why  fliould  he  repine,ftnce  they  are  at 
the  fame  time  bringing  him  to  thofe  living 

fountains  of  immortal  health,where  God  fall 
zoipe  a.ioay  all  tears  from  his  eyes?  If  the 
deareif  ties  of  friendlhip,  or  of  love  are  bro- 
ken afunder,  and  his  heart  is  torn  by  cruel 
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bereavements  ;  religion  enables  him  to  find 
a  fweet  repofe  in  God  his  beil  friend,  and 
condu6ls  his  hopes  to  a  fpeedy  and  delight- 
ful re-union,  in  the  regions  of  the  bleiled, 
v/ith  thofe  pure  and  virtuous  fouls  who  were 
here  moll;  dear  to  his  heart,  in  like  manner, 
if  poverty  overwhelm  him,  or  his  faireft  pof- 
feliions  have  been  blallcd  by  the  ilrcke  of  di- 
vine providence,  are  they  not  infinitely  more 
than  compenfated  in  that  heavenly  inherit- 
ance to  which,  by  divine  grace,  he  is  born  ? 
— And,  when  death  comes  to  diflblve  the 
temporary  and  decaying  tabernacle  in 
which  he  had  fojourned  in  this  barren  v/il- 
dernefs,  can  he  be  difmayed,  or  yield  to  im- 
pious fears,  when  he  fees  beyond  its  flood 
the  land  o/promifed  re/l,  in  v/hich  there  is 
prepared  for  him  a  building  of  God  an  houfe 
not  made  loith  hands ,  eternal  in  the  heavens  ! 

Blcjfed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord — 
yeajaith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rejtjrom 
ihcir  labours,  and  their  works  do  Jo  How  them! 

AMEN  ! 

F  IN  I  S, 
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IVkich  the  Reader  is  requejied  to  corre6ty  onuing  to  the  remote 
Jit  nation  cfthe  Author  fro^n  the  Prefs. 

Page  1 1 ,  line  1 6,  before  rancour  infert  the 
Page  26,  line  24,  for  dreadful,  rtzd  fearful 
Page  41,  line  25,  for  ajjibitous,  read  ambitious 
Page  46,  line  14,  for  caji  of,  read  caji  off 
Page  99,  line  21,  {or  propably,  rtSid.  probably 
Page  119,  line  i,  for  the,  read  all 
Page  121,  line  3,  for  reflcSliiig,  read  unreflecling 
Page  122,  line  6,  for  affential  rtzd  effeyitial 
Page  126,  note,  ior  peckereffe,rfa.d  pechereffe 
Page  169,  line  15,  ftrike  out  to 
Page  213,  line  13,  before  citizens  insert  good 
Page  216,  line  22,  {or  fro7?i,  read  ^j/ 

do.  line  23,  for  receive,  read  hear 

do.  line  24,  after  deftitiy  infert  pronounced. 
page  290,  line  13,  for  the  read  an 
page  309,  line  3,  for  dreiv  read  fl';-<^ay 
Page  318,  note,  line  t,  for  illuminatti,  read  ilhmimtl 
Page  321,  line  3,  after  ^?i/,  infert //v^ 
Page  331,  line  /^,{or  friendly,  rtzd  finally 
Page  338,  line  9,  for  breajis,  read  Jr^^ 
Page  353,  line  12,  for  currupt,  read  corrupt 
Page  370,  line  8,  for  //■9',  read^'oj* 

do.  line  9,  for  the7n,  read/<5M' 
Page  384,  line  12,  zfter  poferity  infert  — 

do.  line  14,  ftrike  out  —  before  on 
Page  387,  lii)e  10,  for  deflraftion,  read  difraSlion 
Page  405,  line  7,  for  uncovered,  read  undifcovered 
Page  41 1,  line   18,  ftrike  out  otc« 
Page  430,  lin«  21,  fgj  r^'^A/  r^ad  fv^r 


LIST    OF 

SUBSCRIBERS     NAMES. 


A. 

EV.  JOHN  N.  ABEEL,  New-York. 
Daniel  Agnew,  Princeton,  New-JerJey. 
Ifaac  Anderfon,         do.  do. 

Ifaac  Andrufs,  Newark,  do. 
John  Alfton,  Princeton,  do. 
Ifaac  Ailing,  Newark,  do. 

Rev.  Amze  Armftrong,  Mendham,  do. 

B. 
The  honorable  Eliflia  Boudinot,  Efq.  one  of  the  jufticcs  of* 

the  fupreme  court,  Newark,  New-Jerfey. 
Jofeph  Beach,  do. 

John  Burnet,  Efq.  do. 
Smith  Burnet,  do. 

John  C.  Burnet,         do. 
JefTe  Baldwin,         do. 
Peter  Van  Burkle,  Efq. 
Ifrael  Ball,  2  copies, 
Jonathan  Belton,         do. 
Nathaniel  Beach,  Efq. 
Rev.  Abraham  Beach,  New-York. 
Stephen  Bogart,  do. 

Samuel  Boyd,  Efq.  counfellor  at  law,  do., 
Adam  Boyd,  Efq.   Hackenfack,  New-Jorfcy. 
John  Brown,  member  of  congrefs,  Franckfort,  Kentucky. 
The  honorable  William    Bingham,   feuator  of  the  United 

States,  Pennfylvania. 
Reading  Beaty,  Falfmgton,         do. 
Abraham  Blauvelt,  New-Erunfwick,  N.  J. 
Jamas  A.  Bayard,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs,  Wilmington,  D. 
Eiias  Boudinot,  Efq.  direftor  of  the  mint,  Philadelphia. 
Tobias  Boudinot,  Efq.  Beverwick,  N.  J. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Efq.  2  copies,  New-Rcchell,  N.  Y. 
Jofeph  T.  Baldwin,  Newark,  N.  J, 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

C. 

General  John  N.  Cummings,  Efq.  Newark,  New-Jerfey. 
Williiim  Chetwocd,  Efq.  attorney  at  law,  Elizabeth-town,  do. 
John  Condit,  Efq.  Orange,  do. 

Ifaac  Watts  Crane,  Efq.  attorney  at  law,  New-Brunfwick. 
James  Caldwell,  Albany,   N.  Y. 
James  Campbell,  Newark,  N.  J. 
jofeph  Camp,  do.         do. 

Benjamin  Coe,         do.         do. 
David  CamfielJ,         do.  do. 

David  Crowell,         do.  do. 

Benjamin  Cleveland,         do.         do. 
Nehemiah  Crane,         do.         do. 
H.  Caritat,  New- York. 
Rev.  John  Croes,  Sweedfborough,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Jofeph  Clark,  New-Brunfwick,  do. 
Rev.  Ira  Condit,         do.  do. 

James  Cochran,  Efq.    member  of  congrefs,  Montgomery- 
county,  N.  Y. 
W.  J.  Condy,  Philadelphia. 
George  Walhington  Clark,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
David  Comfort,         do.         do. 
Rev.  John  Cornell,  Pennfylvania. 
Robert  B.  Canfield,  Newark,  N.  J.  mr 

D. 

General  John  Doughty,  Morris-town,  New-Jerfey. 

Matthias  Day,  Trenton,         do. 

John  Dennis,  Somerfet  county,  Maryland. 

Simon  Durye,  Princeton,  New-Jerfey. 

Rev.  John  Dow,  Belleville,         do. 

Ezra  Darby,  Efq.   Scotch  Plains,     do. 

Mary  Davis,  Peterfburgh. 

E. 
Thomas    Evans,   Efq.    member    of    congrefs,   Accomack 

county,  Virginia. 
Charles  Ewing,  Princeton,  New-Jcrfcy. 
N.  C.  Everet,       do.         do,, 
Clement  Earlv,        do,        w. 


SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

F. 
The  honorable  Theodore  Fofter,  Eiq.  Senator  from  Provl' 

dence,  Rhode-Ifland. 
John  Jacob  Faefch,  Efq.  Boon-Town,  New-Jerfey. 
Moore  Furman,  Efq.  Trenton,         do. 
Alpheus  Freeman,  Efq.  counfellor  at  law,  N.  Brunfwick,  do» 
Hiram  Freeman,  Newark,  do. 

Mofes  Fatout,         do.         do. 
Dwight  Fofter,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs,  Brookacld,  Mafia- 

chufetts. 
John  Forfvth,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Arthur  R.  Fitz  Hugh,         do.         do. 

G. 

The  honorable  Benjamin  Green,  Efq.  Senator  from  Rhode- 
Ifland. 
Rev.  Walter  C.  Gardner,  Newark,  Ne\v-Jerfev. 
Doclor  Thomas  Griffith,         do.         do. 
Charles  Gordon,  6  copies,  Trenton,     do. 
Rev.  Ebenezar  Grant,  Nev/-BrunlVvick,     do. 
Calvm  Goble,  Newark,         do. 
Archer  Gifford,''^         do.  do. 

William  Griffith,  Efq.  counfellor  at  law,  Burlington,  do. 
Charles  Graham,  New- York. 
Elizabeth  Graham,         do. 
William  Gardner,  Newark. 

H. 

James>Hedden,  Efq.  Newark,  New-Jerfey. 


Elijah  Fledden, 

do. 

do. 

David  Hudfon, 

do. 

do. 

Mofes  Hedden, 

do. 

do. 

Ichabod  B.  Halfe 

>'> 

do. 

do. 

I>Iatthias  B.  Higgins, 

do. 

do. 

Col.   Fitch  Hall, 

do 

do 

Samuel  Harrifon, 

Oran^ 

;«' 

do. 

James  Hopkins,  New-York. 

The  hon.  James  Hillhoufe,  Efq.  fenator,   New-Haven,  Con, 
The  honorable  John  Hunter,  Efq.  fenator,  Soutli  Carolina. 
Mofes  Hedden,  Nev.-ark,  New-Jerfey. 


SUBSCHIBERS  NAMES. 

John  A.  Hanna,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs,  Harrifburgri> 
Pennfylvania. 

William  Kindman,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs,  Eafton,  Ma- 
ryland. 

E-obert  G.  Harper,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs  from  South  C. 

Benjamin  B.  Hopkins,  Princeton,  New-Jerfey. 

John  H.  Hobart,         do.         do. 

Thomas  G.  How,         do.         do. 

Daniel  E.  Huger,         do.  do. 

John  Hendeifon,         do.         do. 

Robert  Hunt,         do.  do. 

Ralph  Kagenian,         do.         do. 

Samuel  Hazard,         do.     do. 

James  Hamilton,         do.         do. 

Michael  D.  Henry,  Efq,  counfellor  at  law,  New-York- 

Rov.  Andrew  Hunter,  Trenton,  New  Jerfey. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hoit,  Beverwick,         do. 

Capt.  Stephen  Hays,         do. 

I. 

James  H.  Imlay,  Efq.  member  of  congrefs,  New-Jerfey- 

Dodor  Uzal  Johnfon,  Newark,         do. 

Thomas  P.  Johnfon,  Efq.  counfellor  at  law,  Princeton,  do.- 

George  W.  Jacklbn,         do.         do. 

Rev.  Jacob  J.  Janeway,  New- York. 

David  D.  Johnfon,  Newark,  New-Jerfey. 

Eliphalet  Johnfon,         do.         do. 

Charles  Ingerfoll,  Princeton,         do.  # 

Theodorus  Johnfon,  Newark.         do. 

K. 

John  W.  Kittera,   Efq.    member  of   congrefs,   Lancaflefy 

Pennfylvania. 
Mrs.  Sufmnah  Kean,  Elizabeth-tov/n,  New-Jerfey. 
John  Kcize,  Efq.  New-York. 

James  Kinzey,  Efq.  chief  juftice,  Burlington,  New-Jerfey, 
Jofeph  Lake  Keen,  Newark,         do. 
Henry  Koilock,  Princeton,         do. 
William  Knox,  jun.  do.         do. 


Rev.  A.  Gerard  I 
Rev.  John  C.  K 

Rev.  Doftor  J.  H. 
Rev.  William  Linn.. 
Rev.  John  Blair  Lini 
John  J.  Lanling,  Elq. 
Peter  Le  Conte,  Ncwar 
Philip  K.  Lawrence,  Ca. 
Henry  Latimer,  Efq.   r 

Delaware. 
George  S.  Lcflie,  Nev/ark, 
Richard  Leaycratt,     do. 
John  C.  Love,  Princeton, 
Jofeph  Leigh,  do. 

Charles  Lewis,  do. 

Thomas  Lon'^worth,  Newar 

I 

James  Murray,  Newark,  New- 
James  Morris,  Efq.  counfcllor  . 
Alexander  Martin,  fenator,  Nort 
John  Muirheid,  Hopewell,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Walter  Monteith,  New-Brun 
Jc^n  S.  Miller,  Newark,         do. 
Uaniel  M'Elheran,         do.         Ao. 
Re¥.  Do>nor  Alexander  Macwhorte 
Ale^j|der  C.  Macv/hortcr,  Efq.  cou 
Danie|R/[eeker,         do.         do. 
William  Matthews,  member  of  con 

ryland. 
R.  L.  Morris,  Efq.  member  of  congre. 
James  M'Ginnis,  Bloorniield,  N.  J. 
Chavles  F.  Merce,  2  copies,  Princeton, 
Ifaac  Mcafcn,  jun.         do.         do. 
Thomas  Miller,         do.  do. 

Aaron  Mattifon,         do.         ^0. 
T.  W.  Montgomery,         do.         do, 
P.ev.  John  M' Knight,  New-York. 
Rev.  Samuel  Miller,         do. 
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Bifiiop,  Newark,  N.  J. 
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at  law,  New- York. 
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t,  Bifuop,  New- York. 
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.vn,  Vermont.  ^ 

,    N.J.  f 


do. 
do.  do. 

do.         do. 
0.         do. 
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^nator    from    Charlefton,    Soutii- . 

.ogers,  New- York, 
wark,  New-Jerfe)'. 
do. 
do.         do. 
\.  clerk  of  the  fuprcmc  co;irt,Trenton,  do. 
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